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Lake Watch
Lake Level
on July 24

526.26
Normal Elevation 533.00’

Lake Watch is provided by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

on Lake Whitney

Please Support Our Local VFDsPlease Support Our Local VFDs
Church of Christ

Downtown Whitney • 694-2311

Some come to church to 
answer a calling.
Some come to avoid one.
Sometimes, unplugging your phone lets you
plug into something far better. Try the peace
that comes from worshiping Jesus Christ.

CEDAR RIDGE 
SELF-STORAGE

254-655-6641
www.StorageInWhitney.com

CHECK OUT OUR SPECIALS AT

Birthdays
 Happy birthday to Tony 
Peacock from the whole 
family. We love you!

 Happy birthday to Reo 
Bressman on August 1.
Love, Our Savior Lutheran 
Church

Know Your Know Your 
NeighborsNeighbors
   David and Dianne Owens, 
owners of Dancing Diamond 
Ranch, moved from Boerne 
to the Whit-
n e y  a re a 
s ix  years 
ago. They 
established 
D a n c i n g 
D i a m o n d 
i n  2 0 1 6 , 
a n d  t h e y 
take pride 
in working 
directly with 
customers 
to help them select healthy, 
quality cuts of beef. David 
and Dianne have two sons, 
Cody and Clayton. David and 
Dianne spend their free time 
showing their Braford Cattle 
in the open shows throughout 
Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana 
and Mississippi. Last year, 
they won Grand Champi-
on Braford Bull at the Dixie 
National Stock Show and 
Rodeo in Jackson, Mississippi. 
The Owens are members of 
the Texas Braford Breeders 
Association, United Braford 
Breeders Association, and GO 
TEXAN. The couple enjoys 
the laid-back atmosphere of 
Whitney and participates in 
the Lake Whitney Farmers 
Market on Saturdays.

Chamber seeks Chamber seeks 
title sponsorstitle sponsors

Lake Whitney Chamber of 
Commerce is currently seek-
ing title sponsors for the 47th 
annual Pioneer Days festival 
scheduled for Saturday, Octo-
ber 1, and for the fi fth annual 
barbecue cook-off planned for 
September 16-17. Call Janice 
Sanders for more information 
at 254-694-2540.

Lunch & Learn Lunch & Learn 
set for July 28set for July 28

Lake Whitney Chamber of 
Commerce will hold a Lunch 
and Learn event at noon 
Thursday, July 28, at the Lake 
Whitney Senior Center, 503 
North Colorado Street. Jeanne 
Sydell will speak about her 
new art studio in Laguna Park. 

Council appoints interim police chief, Council appoints interim police chief, 
Barker now serving as acting mayorBarker now serving as acting mayor

County Commissioners approve sale of annexCounty Commissioners approve sale of annex

Designer Purse Designer Purse 
Bingo ticketsBingo tickets
now availablenow available

Tickets are now on sale for 
an annual fund raiser that 
will benefit local children and 
crime victims.
 Hill County Designer Purse 
Bingo will be held Saturday, 
August 13, at the HILCO Civic 
& Event Center in Itasca.
 Cost is $50 per ticket or $450
for a table of eight. Doors will 
open at 5 p.m. with games start-
ing at 6:30 p.m.
 Proceeds will benefit the 
Advocacy Center for Crime 
Victims and Children and CASA 
(Court-Appointed Special Advo-
cates) of Hill County.
 One of the drawings this 
year will be for a Louis Vuitton 
black leather handbag valued at 
$3,650. Tickets are $10 each or 
three for $25. The winner does 
not need to be present to win 
but will need to claim their prize 
within seven days of the event.
 To purchase tickets, contact 
Alison Sorley at 254-230-6037 
or at asorley@advocacycntr.
org. Tickets are also available 
to purchase at the CASA of 
Hill County offi ce and the Hill 
County Attorney's Office in 
Hillsboro.
 Sponsorships are always 
available and greatly appreci-
ated. This event would not be 
possible without the generous 
support of community members 
and local businesses.
 For more information, tick-
ets or sponsorship informa-
tion, contact Miki Alvarado 
at malvarado@co.hill.tx.us or 
visit advocacycntr.ejoinme.
org/HCDPB22.

New student New student 
orientation set orientation set 
at Hill Collegeat Hill College
 Hill College will hold new stu-
dent orientation at the Hillsboro 
campus, 112 Lamar Drive, Friday, 
July 29, from 8 a.m. to noon.
 New students are invited to 
stop by and take care of every-
thing they need for fall classes. 
Students can apply, test, register, 
learn about scholarships, obtain 
parking passes and books and 
more. 
 There will be food trucks and 
other vendors on site. 

 The Whitney City Council 
appointed an interim police chief 
and accepted the resignation of 
former mayor Brad Slaten during 
a meeting held Monday, July 18.
 Former city administrator 
and police chief Chris Bentley 
recently resigned from his posi-
tion after accepting another job. 
The council voted to appoint 
Hugh Corbin as interim chief, 
and he will help the city assess 
candidates for the permanent 
position. City offi cials do not 
expect to hire another city 
administrator at this time.
 Corbin has a history in public 
service, having started his law 
enforcement career as a police 
officer for the City of Irving 
after serving in the Army Na-
tional Guard and graduating 
from Grayson County College.
 While at Irving, he worked in 
criminal investigations, internal 
affairs, tactical, vice and narcot-
ics undercover, motorcycle traf-
fi c and ended his career there 
as a patrol watch commander 
in 2000. 
 Corbin moved to Whitney 
with his wife Kathy in 2014, 
and in 2015 he joined the White 
Bluff Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. In 2016, he became the 
fi re chief and obtained his emer-
gency care attendant license, 
which allows him to respond to 
medical calls in White Bluff. 
 In 2019 he joined the Whit-
ney Police Department as its in-
ternal investigator and assisted 
with investigations as requested 
by Chief Bentley. 
 The council also voted to 
move Kathy Corbin's position 
as a dispatcher under the super-
vision of City Secretary Kristi 
Woellert instead of the police 
chief while Corbin is serving as 
interim chief.
  Last week also marked the 
fi rst meeting in which Mayor 
Pro Tem Jerry Barker served 
as acting mayor. Former Mayor 
Brad Slaten, who also served 
as pastor of King Memorial 
United Methodist Church, left 
his position this month after 
he was called to pastor another 
church. The council formally 
accepted Slaten’s resignation at 
the meeting.
 Barker will serve as acting 
mayor and continue voting as 
a council member until next 
May’s city election. Barker 
discussed the importance of 
transparency in Whitney gov-
ernment, and the council took 
action to move its monthly 

meeting to the third Thursday 
of the month to allow time for 
the agenda to be printed in The 
Lakelander Newspaper for the 
community to review. 
 Barker and the council also 
told those in attendance that 
they will correct issues that 
have occurred in the past in 
which citizen requests failed to 
make it to the council’s agenda. 

 Discussion was held regard-
ing increasing the number of 
council meetings to two per 
month. Council member Mar-
tis Ward brought the proposal 
before the council, citing con-
cerns about long waiting times 
for those who come before the 
council requesting action.
 Council member Jason Ince 
pointed out that with some 

issues related to business de-
velopment, tabling an item for a 
month could negatively impact 
the individual or entity re-
questing action by the council. 
Council members agreed that 
such issues should be addressed 
in a timely manner, but Barker 
explained that there is often not 
enough regular business to con-

The Hill County Commis-
sioners Court approved the sale 
of the county annex at 200 East 
Franklin Street during a special 
meeting held Tuesday, July 19.

The  cour t  approved  a 
contract with Waco Hous-
ing Authority, which plans 
to purchase the property for 
$772,000 pending approval 
by its board of directors. The 
contract includes a special pro-
vision that allows the county to 
lease space in the building for 
the tax offi ce and other areas 
utilized by the county until 
the Covington Street annex 
renovation is completed.

The contract allows the 
county to lease offi ce space for 
$4,500 per month for a term 
of six months. County Judge 
Justin Lewis said that offi ces 

are expected to be relocated to 
Covington Street by January, 
but the agreement allows for 
extensions if necessary.

The sale is part of the coun-
ty's overall effort to consolidate 
locations and decrease expen-
ditures on buildings that are 
cost-prohibitive to maintain.

The court also voted to 
increase its fee for 9-1-1 ad-
dressing and flood plain ap-
plications. Lewis said that the 
current fee of $50 is not cov-
ering expenditures for signs, 
installation, trips to locations 
throughout the county and 
other expenses related to fl ood 
plain certifi cation checks and 
addressing. 

The judge said that the coun-
ty does not need to make a prof-
it on the process, but the fee 

does need to cover expenses. 
The court voted to increase the 
fee to $100 effective August 1.

Commissioners reviewed 
medical insurance proposals 
for the coming fi scal year pre-
sented by the county's insur-
ance broker, Anco Insurance.

Blue Cross Blue Shield of-
fered the best rate, which is 
an 8.89 percent increase from 
last year. Lewis said that this 
is better than expected. The 
broker reported that the county 
is headed in the right direction 
with its claims, which have 
been high in the past and made 
the county less attractive to 
insurance companies.

The court was expected to 
take action on an insurance 
plan at its next meeting after 
county offi cials have a chance 

to review the document.
In open forum, Assistant 

County Attorney Miki Al-
varado told the court about 
the upcoming Designer Purse 
Bingo fund raiser that will 
benefi t the Advocacy Center 
for Crime Victims and Children 
and CASA of Hill County.

Alvarado, who sits on the 
Advocacy Center's board, said 
that tickets are still available, 
and all proceeds will benefi t 
the two organizations. 

Lewis reported that he ex-
pects to fi le a proposed county 
budget for the coming fi scal 
year by the end of the month. 
Appraised values have been 
received from the Hill County 
Appraisal District and show 
a signifi cant increase in new 

Stuff The Bus Stuff The Bus 
school supply school supply 
drive Fri.-Sat.drive Fri.-Sat.

The Hill County Salvation 
Army will host its annual "Stuff 
the Bus" school supply drive 
Friday, July 29, and Saturday, 
July 30.  

Walmart and Salvation Army 
work together annually to see 
that Hill County teachers have a 
full closet of supplies needed to 
give to the students they educate 
during the school year. 

These supplies should provide 
all Hill County students the 
opportunity to have everything 
needed to complete their daily 
educational tasks. 

A donation area will be set up 
outside the store for those wish-
ing to help their local schools in 
Hill County. 

A school bus will be on site 
where donors may enter and 
place school supplies. Select 
seats that have been sectioned 
off for a school or schools of 
your choice. 

see COUNCIL on page 6

Interim Police Chief Hugh Corbin (left) was sworn in to temporarily lead the Whitney Police Department by 
City Secretary Kristi Woellert (right) Tuesday, July 19.

Mayor Pro Tem Jerry Barker led the Whitney City Council meeting Monday, July 18, following the departure 
of former mayor Brad Slaten. Barker plans to serve in the role until the next city election in May.


