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Lake Watch
Lake Level
on July 31

526.00
Normal Elevation 533.00’

Lake Watch is provided by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

on Lake Whitney
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Barker sworn in at special meeting, Barker sworn in at special meeting, 
open city council seat to be fi lledopen city council seat to be fi lled

Mayor Jerry Barker was off icially sworn in by City Secretary Kristi 
Woellert at a special Whitney City Council meeting that was called 
Thursday, July 28. He will f ill the mayor's position until the May 2023 
election, at which time he plans to run for a full two-year term.

The anniversary of the place-
ment of a bench at Brazos 
Street and Washington Avenue 
in downtown Whitney, the 
site of the 1949 Battle of The 
Benches, was marked Saturday, 
July 30. 
 New Mayor Jerry Barker, 
descendants of the original 
bench sitters and members of 
a local antique car club joined 
a celebration of the historic site 
Saturday morning.
 Attendees listened to 1920's 
music, ate birthday cake and 
listened to an overview of the 
bench's historical signifi cance. 
 Anne Chastain, owner of Ju-
niper Cove Winery, organized 
the bench's birthday celebra-
tion. Chastain  explained the 
bench's history and stated, 
“Whitney’s history is very im-
portant to our town. It reaches 
into our character. It shows 
a lot about family, and that is 
what we’re here to talk about.”
 The tale of the Battle of the 
Benches, which was published 

Sisters (l to r) Debbie Rose Money and Jennifer Rose Ryan marked the 100th anniversary of Whitney's 
historic bench site Saturday. The sisters are great-granddaughters of Tom Rose, who was known as dean 
of the "bench sitters." Displayed next to them are photos that were published in Life Magazine.

Ashley Loggins, owner of 
Nola Luxury Salon, graduated 
from Whit-
ney High 
School in 
2005. She 
loves the 
small com-
munity of 
W h i t n e y 
a n d  b e -
lieves that 
there is no 
better place to raise a family. 
Her husband, Randy Loggins, 
is a coach at Whitney High 
School. Ashley has a son, 
Layton Rocha, who will be a 
junior at WHS this year, and 
she also has two daughters, 
3-year-old Lemon and 1-year-
old Poppy. During the week, 
Ashley is a stay-at-home mom 
to her two little girls. On 
Fridays and Saturdays, she 
takes appointments at Nola 
Luxury Salon, which was 
established in 2019. Ashley 
said, "I love making my cli-
ents feel beautiful and giving 
them self confi dence. That’s 
the best part about my job! 
When you look good, you 
feel good!" Ashley said she 
feels very blessed to have the 
best of both worlds because 
she gets to be a stay-at-home 
mom and have a career.

Know Your Know Your 
NeighborNeighbor

Anniversaries
 Happy anniversary to Paul 
and Gretchen Sauer on 
August 9. Love, Our Savior 
Lutheran Church

Food offered Food offered 
in Laguna Parkin Laguna Park

The monthly distribution by 
the Laguna Park Mobile Food 
Pantry, provided by the Tarrant 
Area Food Bank, will be held 
Saturday, August 6, from 11:30 
a.m. until 1:30 p.m. or until 
food runs out, whichever comes 
fi rst. It will be at Wings of Faith 
Christian Fellowship, located at 
140 CR 1700 in Laguna Park. 
The pantry is free to anyone 
who needs food, and there is 
no restriction as to address. 
For more information, email 
lovebridgesall@yahoo.com or 
call 254-707-7123.

Senior center Senior center 
open Tuesdaysopen Tuesdays

Lake Whitney Senior Cen-
ter is open every Tuesday 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Meals 
are provided without charge, 
but donations are accepted. 
To reserve lunch, call Lynda at 
254-332-0041. 

Cedric Davis To Seek HD 13 Seat Cedric Davis To Seek HD 13 Seat 

Smith Foundation taking Smith Foundation taking 
2022 grant applications2022 grant applications

Commissioners approve Commissioners approve 
texting service for FAQ'stexting service for FAQ's

The Whitney City Council 
met in a special session Thurs-
day, July 28, and officially 
voted to appoint Jerry Barker 
mayor following the resigna-
tion of former mayor Brad 
Slaten earlier this month.
 Barker, who was a council 
member and mayor pro tem 
at the time of Slaten's res-
ignation, had been serving 
as acting mayor prior to the 
council's vote. 
 The meeting was called 
after Assistant City Attorney 
Doug Montgomery recom-
mended that the council vote 
to officially appoint a mayor 
and then fill the open council 
seat.
 While the initial plan was 
for Barker to serve as acting 
mayor until the election and 
leave his council seat open, 
the attorney advised the coun-
cil that it would be best to fill 
the seat. Otherwise, a special 
election could be necessary 
if another council member 
resigns or is unable to serve 
before May, and this would be 
expensive for the city.
 After a c losed session, 
the council voted to appoint 
Barker, and he was sworn 

in by City Secretary Kristi 
Woellert.
 Mayor Barker said that he 
plans to run again in the May 
2023 election. If he is elected 
as mayor, he would begin a 
two-year term at that point.

 The city expects to accept 
applications from citizens 
interested in filling the open 
council  position, and the 
individual selected by the 
council will finish out Barker's 
unexpired term.

Whitney marks 100 years of historic bench siteWhitney marks 100 years of historic bench site

in Life Magazine, is one many 
Whitney residents know. Old 
timers sat on their beloved 
bench, whittling, spitting and 
passing judgment on every-
thing that passed. In downtown 
Whitney, the bench was located 
across the street from what was 
at that time the newly opened 
Whitney Clinic and Hospital. 
 Women of the town were 
frustrated by the men sitting 
on the bench and would go out 
of their way to avoid the old 
timers. 
 In response to complaints, 
Whitney's mayor in 1949, Fred 
Basham, removed the bench, 
which started the battle that 
ultimately ended with the old 
timers getting their bench back. 
A bench is still in place at the 
site and was refurbished in 
August 2021. Read more about 
the history of the Battle of the 
Benches in the "Looking Back" 
Column (page 6). 
 Chastain also read a piece of 
writing submitted to her by the 

grandson of Fred Basham. The 
writing attests that there may 
be another side to the story 
of the Battle of The Benches. 
Chastain read Basham’s grand-
son’s perspective and acknowl-
edged that it may be folklore...
 It read: “The mayor in Whit-
ney was Fred Basham, my 
grandfather. He was a World 
War II veteran and was an 
integral part of the building of 
Lake Whitney. The Battle of the 
Benches was a total gag cooked 
up by my grandfather and Paul 
Crume, who was a reporter 
and later longtime columnist 
for the Dallas Morning News. 
Mr. Crume had a connection at 
Life Magazine, and my grandad 
wanted to bring attention to 
Whitney and the soon-to-be 
new lake, Lake Whitney. They 
played up the story for all that 
it was worth.”
 “The main thing was ev-
eryone had a great time, and 
my granddad brought some 

 The Hill County Commis-
sioners Court approved a 
new texting service for the 
elections office and moved 
forward with a tax abatement 
for a solar storage facility in 
a meeting held Tuesday, July 
26.
 Hill County Elections Ad-
ministrator Aaron Torres 
and Jon Myers of TextMyGov 
presented information about 
the texting program designed 
for government. The goal is 
to give voters quick answers 
to frequently asked questions 
and eliminate the need to 
hire another individual in the 
elections office.
 County Judge Justin Lewis 
explained that the elections 
office is particularly busy at 
election time and said that he 
asked Torres to look for tech-
nological solutions to assist 
the staff.
 Myers said that multiple cit-
ies and agencies use the pro-
gram, which he said is highly 
configurable, does not need 
to be downloaded and comes 
with training and support.
 When the program is up and 
running, citizens can send a 
text to get quick answers to 
their questions about where to 
vote, voter registration cards 
and other election informa-

tion. They can also receive 
alerts and report any issues 
with voting.
 Lewis said that the program 
does not replace human inter-
action and citizens will still be 
able to contact the elections 
office for assistance, but it 
will eliminate some calls to 
the elections office and be 
convenient for citizens.
 The court approved a two-
year contract with TextMy-
Gov at a total cost of $12,000.
 Mike Dixon, the county's 
economic development attor-
ney, presented information 
about a proposed tax abate-
ment for the Sun Valley Solar 
storage facility.
 The battery energy storage 
system is designed to dis-
charge energy generated from 
the solar facility in the Abbott 
area. The minimum capital 
investment of the project is 
listed at $44 million.
 The facility will be located 
in the reinvestment zone that 
was created in 2019, before 
the county decreased the 
incentives it was offering to 
green energy companies. This 
means that the proposed tax 
abatement will be calculated 
using the old guidelines.
 The proposal calls for a 50 

  The Board of Directors of 
the George G. and Alva Hud-
son Smith Foundation has an-
nounced the opening of the 2022 
grant application process. Appli-
cations for grants to be awarded 
this year must be received on or 
before September 1, 2022. Grant 
awards will be announced in 
October 2022.
 Applicants can access grant 
information and required sup-
porting documents at the Smith 
Foundation website (www.
smithfoundationhillcounty.org) 
under the “Application Doc-
uments” tab on the website’s 
homepage. These include the 
application guidelines, cover 
sheet, publicity plan and the 
publicity permission form.
 Applicants will need to pro-
vide fi ve copies of their appli-
cation materials to the address 
shown in the application guide-
lines and at the bottom of this 
news article.
 The foundation will consider 
requests for operating budgets, 
special projects, building and 
capital campaigns, research and 
academic scholarships from 

organizations that are classifi ed 
as 501(c)(3) nonprofi t entities 
in Texas, a political subdivision 
or governmental entity, or a 
corporation organized under the 
Texas Non-Profi t Corporation 
Act.
 The foundation does not 
award grants to individuals or 
to organizations outside the 
state of Texas. The foundation 
is also prohibited from funding 
religious organizations or partic-
ipation in ongoing fund-raising 
events or activities. In consid-
ering requests for funding, the 
board places priority on orga-
nizations and programs serving 
Hill County.
 In 2021, the Smith Foundation 
awarded more than $126,800 in 
grants to eight organizations 
across Hill County. Grantees in-
cluded the Boys and Girls Club, 
Cub Scout Pack 860, Habitat for 
Humanity and Hillsboro Lions 
Club.
 Other grant recipients in 
2021 were Hubbard Wheat-
ley Recreation Center, Lake 
Whitney Arts Association, 

Candidate Announcement

 On November 8, voters will 
choose a state representative 
for the newly drawn Texas 
House District 13.
 Cedric Davis, the Democrat-
ic nominee, won the March 
Primary and says it is time to 
have some “real talk” about 
how to help all struggling 
Texans of Central Texas.
 Davis said that it is his 
highest priority to end vot-
er suppression and that all 
Americans deserve the right 
to vote. He said freedom is 
on the ballot. Davis added 
that some of his top issues 
include rural healthcare and 

Cedric Davis
emergency services, fixing ru-
ral roads and water services, 
public school finance reform 
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