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Lake Watch

see WISD on page 8

Lake Level
on August 14

525.67
Normal Elevation 533.00’

Lake Watch is provided by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

on Lake Whitney
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 The Whitney ISD Board 
of Trustees met in a regular 
session Monday, August 15, to 
discuss the preliminary 2022 
STAAR test results, approve a 
retention stipend for all WISD 
employees and review the up-
dated Safe Return To In-Per-
son Instruction Guide, which 
outlines the school’s COVID-19 
protocols for the year.
 Under Whitney’s 2022-2023 
updated Safe Return To In-Per-
son Instruction Plan, those with 
confi rmed cases of COVID-19 
may return to school after 
all three of the following cri-
teria are met: it has been at 
least fi ve days since symptoms 
fi rst appeared; the individual 
has shown an improvement in 
symptoms, and at least 24 hours 
have passed since the individual 
has been fever free without the 
use of fever-reducing medica-
tions.
 Those who come in close 
contact with an individual with 
a confi rmed case of COVID-19 
will have the option of quaran-
tining for fi ve days if they have 
not been fully vaccinated. This 
applies to individuals who are 
considered a close contact due 

The Lake Whitney Ama-
teur Radio Society (LWARS) 
will meet at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
August 20, at the Lake Whit-
ney Public Library.  Members 
and guests are welcome. 
Anyone who is interested 
or curious about amateur 
radio is invited. This month's 
meeting will include a special 
presentation on working am-
ateur radio satellites.

Know Your Know Your 
NeighborNeighbor
   Kenneth Pelham has lived 
in Whitney for most of his life. 
He enjoys 
f i s h i n g , 
g a r d e n -
i n g  a n d 
spending 
time with 
his family 
and grand-
chi ldren. 
He and his 
wife Linda Pelham attend the 
Whitney Church of Christ. 
Earlier in life, he gained his 
preaching degree from TCU 
and Brown Trail of Preaching. 
He loves to spread the word 
of God to the younger gener-
ation.

Birthdays
 Happy birthday to Karen 
Miller and Tami Wehmeyer 
on August 22. Love, Our Sav-
ior Lutheran Church

Anniversaries
 Happy anniversary to Ron-
nie and Andrea Wimberly
on August 20. Love, Our 
Savior Lutheran Church

Amateur Radio Amateur Radio 
Society to meetSociety to meet

MHMC to host MHMC to host 
free clinic Sat.free clinic Sat.

Mission Hillsboro Medical 
Clinic, at 120 East Franklin 
Street in Hillsboro, will be 
open Saturday, August 20, for 
its third Saturday clinic. Reg-
istration begins at 6 a.m. Res-
idents of Hill County without 
medical insurance are eligible 
to be seen. Patients are seen 
on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served 
basis with proof of address. 
Leave a message at 254-479-
1489 for more information.

Senior center Senior center 
open Tuesdaysopen Tuesdays

Lake Whitney Senior Cen-
ter is open every Tuesday from 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Participants en-
joy activities, guest speakers, 
crafts, games and fellowship.  
Bible study is also held from 
1 p.m. to 2 p.m. To reserve 
lunch, call Lynda at 254-332-
0041. The senior center is lo-
cated at 503 North Colorado 
Street in Whitney.

Whitney City Council to hold Whitney City Council to hold 
regular meeting Thursdayregular meeting Thursday

Council to pursue water pilot Council to pursue water pilot 
program, fi re chief to retireprogram, fi re chief to retire

WISD reviews STAAR data, WISD reviews STAAR data, 
updated COVID protocolsupdated COVID protocols

to someone in the immediate 
household being confirmed 
with COVID-19. 
 Another modifi cation to the 
return to school plan, Whitney’s 
elementary and intermedi-
ate schools will allow visitors 
during lunch. A complete ver-
sion of the plan, updated Mon-
day, July 18, can be found on 
the homepage of the district’s 
website, www.whitney.k12.
tx.us. This plan will be reviewed 
every six months and updated 
as needed until September 30, 
2023.
 Melody Haley, assistant su-
perintendent, summarized the 
district’s planned expenditures 
for ESSER II and ESSER III, 
which are similar to last year’s 
use of the Elementary and 
Secondary School Emergency 
Relief funds. A few initiatives 
the district will spend its ES-
SER funds on include: sum-
mer school, paraprofessionals 
for social-emotional learning, 
an additional counselor from 
Klaras Center For Families, 
retention stipends for staff 
members, math interventionists 
and a leadership program called 

The Whitney City Council 
will hold its regular monthly 
meeting Thursday, August 18, 
at 6 p.m.
 The council will hold discus-
sions about the Turner Place 
water bill and a tax abatement 
with Perry and Suzanne Auten, 
and Wilda K. Grantham is also 
on the agenda for discussions 
regarding a high water bill.
 The council will review con-
struction bids to repair the roof 
on the city building occupied 
by the Hill County Salvation 
Army.
 A grant application will be 
considered for submission to 
the Smith Foundation to build 
additional spaces needed for in-
terrogation and administrative 
offi ces.

 Preliminary and fi nal plats 
will be reviewed for sever-
al properties, including the 
Allsup's Addition, the Ivers 
Addition Lots 1-4 and 75 acres 
located west of North Brazos 
Street and east of HCR 1236.
 The council will consider 
purchasing a new police ve-
hicle and emergency medical 
services equipment from the 
Coronavirus State and Local 
Fiscal Recovery Fund.
 The council will also discuss 
setting the Fiscal Year 2022-23 
tax rate and approve the city's 
expense report and check reg-
ister for July.
 The meeting will be held at 
the City of Whitney Annex, 
located at 106 North Colorado 
Street in Whitney.

 The Whitney City Council 
met in a special session Thurs-
day evening, August 11, to con-
sider a water system upgrade 
and approve a contract with 
an electricity provider for city 
facilities. The council also con-
vened in closed session to hear 
from Fire Chief Wayland Price 
before resuming open session 
and accepting the chief's notice 
of retirement.
 Chief Price plans to retire 
effective August 31. "I love my 
job and I love working with 
the city," Price told The Lake-
lander. "My decision is family 
related." He explained that due 
to health issues involving family 
members, he has decided to 
retire and spend more time with 
his loved ones.
 More information about the 
city's plans to select an interim 
chief is expected in the future.
 The council voted to imple-
ment a pilot program with For-
tiline Waterworks, which will 
include the placement of smart 
water meters at select locations 
in town. 
 Public Works Director Billy 

Pribble presented the infor-
mation to the council, noting 
that the city's current handheld 
meter reading units are obsolete 
and diffi cult to repair and re-
place. In addition, Pribble said 
that it is becoming increasingly 
diffi cult to order water meters, 
with deliveries being delayed a 
minimum of 12 to 16 weeks.
 While these facts have made 
it necessary to change systems, 
Pribble said that most cities are 
no longer using the handheld 
meter readers, and technology 
has advanced to a point that 
many more services can be 
offered with a smart meter 
system.
 If the council is pleased with 
the pilot program's results and 
it is implemented throughout 
the city, the new meters would 
be highly accurate and provide 
a wealth of information to both 
the city and the consumer. 
 It would also allow the Public 
Works Department to spend 
more time doing jobs other than 
meter reading, as readings and 
other analytics would be trans-
mitted to the city remotely over 

existing cellular networks.
 Pribble said that the system 
also offers a consumer portal 
that can be accessed at any time 
via a smart phone or computer. 
The portal allows water custom-
ers to view water usage by hour, 
day, week or month; compare 
usage with other periods; print 
graphs and other data; identify 
seasonal trends and more. 
 Email and text message alerts 
can also be set up by the cus-
tomer if they would like to be 
warned of freezing tempera-
tures or if unusual activity is 
detected while they are on 
vacation. The customer can also 
choose to be notifi ed if their 
water usage exceeds a certain 
threshold or if continuous fl ow 
is detected over a 24-hour peri-
od, indicating a leak. 
 On the city's end, the soft-
ware will allow the city to track 
device health, meter maps and 
any issues that occur with the 
system to help staff address 
potential issues before they 
become emergencies.
 Pribble said that because the 

 A Hill County Grand Jury 
that convened Friday, August 
5, returned the following indict-
ments:
 Ernesto Aguayo, 28, of Ber-
wynn, Illinois, assault of a 
family or household member 
with previous conviction
 Barry William Anderson, 41, 
of San Antonio, fraudulent use 
or possession of identifying 
information, between 10 and 
50 items
 Ariel Blanco-Porro, 38, of 
Euless, forgery of a financial 
instrument-elderly
 Jason Edward Bortz, 42, 
of Waco, possession of meth-
amphetamine between four 
and 200 grams with intent to 
deliver; unlawful possession of 
a fi rearm by a felon
 Joshua Neil Campbell, 39, 
of Aquilla, theft of property 
between $2,500 and $30,000
 Kendra Renee Clark, 43, of 
San Antonio, fraudulent use 
or possession of identifying 
information between 10 and 50 
items
 Jamie Edward Comes, 42, of 

Hill Co. Grand Jury returns Hill Co. Grand Jury returns 
August list of indictmentsAugust list of indictments

Whitney, theft of property less 
than $2,500 with two or more 
previous convictions
 Chasity Nicole Cookston, 33, 
of Morgan, bail jumping and 
failure to appear
 Adam Eric Cordoba, 36, of 
Whitney, assault of a peace offi -
cer; aggravated assault, serious 
bodily injury
 Jaimee Leeann Farrar, 39, of 
Whitney, evading arrest deten-
tion with a vehicle
 Erick Adrian Garcia, 28, of 
San Antonio, money laundering 
between $30,000 and $150,000
 Jose Carmen Garcia, 55, of 
Grand Prairie, driving while 
intoxicated, third or more
 Zachariah Antonio Garcia, 
17, of Whitney, evading arrest 
detention with a vehicle
 Rancel Toledano Gavilan, 
22, of Farmers Branch, theft of 
petroleum less than $10,000
 Tres Donald Haney, 23, of 
West, possession of metham-
phetamine under one gram
 Kyle Lynn Harrison, 36, of 
Mexia, bail jumping and failure 

see INDICTMENTS on page 3

Hill County continues effort to Hill County continues effort to 
consolidate, improve facilitiesconsolidate, improve facilities

Work is well underway on the Hill County annex on Covington Street in Hillsboro. The building will house 
some off ices that were at the location previously, along with off ices relocated from the Franklin Street 
annex, which has been sold. The Extension Off ice, currently housed at the location, will be moving to its 
new building at the Hill County Fairgrounds. The project is part of the county's overall effort to reduce its 
footprint and be more eff icient. See accompanying story for more information.

see COUNCIL on page 8

 In 2009, Hill County started 
planning a project for building 
renovations that officials pre-
dicted would take 15 years. Ac-
cording to County Judge Justin 
Lewis, one of the goals was to 
consolidate county buildings and 
increase their effi ciency so that 
there would be fewer and more 
functional, defi ned spaces. 
 Judge Lewis said that there are 
multiple pieces of the puzzle, but 
when it all fi ts together, the coun-
ty will have a smaller footprint, 
and placing offi ces with similar 
functions close to each other will 
be benefi cial. 
 Recent pieces of this plan 
were selling the Franklin Street 
annex, relocating some offices 
to the Covington Street annex 
while moving others out of it and 
moving records and other county 
documents from the Franklin 
Street annex and the Covington 
Street annex into the old jail build-
ing, which became the Support 
Services building. 

 When seeking out an alterna-
tive to the Franklin Street annex, 
the county identifi ed the Coving-
ton Street annex as a building 
with a solid foundation, free 
standing walls and a roof that had 
just been replaced about two years 
ago. Now, the Covington Street 
remodeling project has several 
stages planned, and the second 
stage is currently underway.
 This stage involves moving the 
AgriLife Extension Offi ce from 
the Covington annex to its build-
ing that is being constructed next 
to the Exhibits Building, moving 
Veterans Services from Covington 
Street to the new Huron annex 
temporarily until its offi ce in the 
Covington annex is complete, 
and moving DPS troopers to their 
new offi ces that have already been 
built in the Covington annex.
 In the future, the Covington 
annex will hold the tax office, 
elections offi ce, DPS, three con-
stables, information technology, 
the Hill County Historical Com-

mission, maintenance staff, an 
auxiliary courtroom, a waiting 
area and a new facility for the 
Child Advocacy Center. Lewis 
said that a local Child Advocacy 
Center with a forensic interview 
room will provide more resources 
for locals to report sexual assault.
 The county will also utilize 
the new Huron annex, locat-
ed at 5800 FM 933 between 
Whitney and Blum. The Huron 
annex, which was a voting site 
in March, will hold offi ces for 
Hill County Commissioner Pre-
cinct 1 Andrew Montgomery, 
Precinct 1 Justice of the Peace 
Doyle "Trey" Jetton, Precinct 
1 Constable John Miller, the 
sheriff ’s office, Texas Parks 
and Wildlife game wardens, 
information technology and 
the Veterans Service Office 
(temporarily). 
 The Huron annex also has 
space for a tax offi ce in case 
offi cials ever wish to open an 

see FACILITIES on page 3


