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A Hill County District Court 
jury found 47-year-old Charles 
David Ward, Jr. of Hamilton 
guilty of continuous sexual 
abuse of a young child after a 
four-day jury trial in the 66th 
Judicial District Court earlier 
this month.

Ward then opted to go to the 
court for punishment rather 
than have the jury decide his 
fate. After the punishment 
hearing before the court, Dis-
trict Judge Lee Harris sen-
tenced the defendant to 90 
years in prison without the 
possibility of parole.  

District Attorney Mark Pratt 
stated that the defendant will 
never live another day outside 
of prison.  

Ward was accused of sexually 
abusing a nine-year-old girl, 
and the district attorney’s of-
fi ce put on additional evidence 
regarding three other victims 
of his abuse.

Pratt complimented Assis-
tant District Attorney Ken 
Dies, lead attorney in the case, 
for his hard work, including 
discovering the existence of 
additional child victims of 
the defendant and securing 
their testimony, as well as 
his thorough and convincing 
presentation of the evidence.  

Assistant District Attorney 

Sherri Wagner also worked 
extensively on the jury trial, 
Pratt said, and handled part of 
the closing argument and the 
questioning of some witnesses. 

Witnesses for the state 
included the victims, their 
parents, Texas Ranger Jake 
Burson and a federal marshal 
involved in capturing the de-
fendant in Florida, paving the 
way for the district attorney's 
offi ce to have him extradited 
back to Texas.

“I recognize how tough it 
is for a jury to have to sit for 
days and hear about the hor-
rifi c conduct involved in cases 
such as this,” Pratt stated, as 
he expressed his deep appre-
ciation to the Hill County jury 
that answered the call to duty 
and listened so closely to the 
disturbing evidence in the very 
serious matter.

He concluded by adding,  
“The bravery of the young 
ladies that came forward and 
testifi ed about these extremely 
diffi cult and emotional events 
in their young lives in front of 
a jury is to be highly commend-
ed, and was most certainly 
critical in obtaining a just 
verdict, and everyone was quite 
pleased to hear Judge Harris 
pronounce a 90-year sentence 
with no parole.”
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Space is huge. It is so im-
mense that it is very diffi cult 
to imagine the distances in-
volved, even between the 
objects in our local neighbor-
hood, the solar system. There-
fore, to simplify things, and 
to make the numbers smaller 
and easier to handle, different 
measurements are used.

The astronomical unit.
The distance between the 
Earth and the sun is about one 
hundred and fi fty million kilo-
meters. This is a big number, 
and so astronomers use the 
astronomical unit to describe 
this distance. One astronomi-
cal unit, or ‘au’, is the distance 
between the Earth and the sun. 
It is used to compare the dis-
tances of other bodies in the so-
lar system, such as the sun, the 
planets, comets and asteroids.

Light year. What about 
beyond our solar system? 
How far is it to the next near-
est star, Proxima Centauri? 
Proxima Centauri is about 
38,000,000,000,000 km (thir-
ty eight million million kilo-
meters) away. It is such a long 
way away, that if a spacecraft 

Space Is Huge!Space Is Huge!
traveled to this star, it could 
take around 75,000 years to 
get there!

Light is the fastest thing 
we know. Through space, 
light can travel at a speed of 
nearly 300,000 km/s (THAT’S 
186,000 mi/second). A light 
year is the distance that light 
can travel in one year, which is 
9,461,000,000,000 kilometers! 
To travel this distance to the 
next closest star to the solar 
system, light takes around 4.2 
years, therefore astronomers 
say that Proxima Centauri is 
4.2 light years away.

That is just the nearest star. 
The night sky is fi lled with 
stars in our galaxy, the Milky 
Way. The nearest large galaxy 
to the Milky Way is an enor-
mous two and a half million 
light years away. That’s just 
the nearest! Many galaxies, 
also packed with stars, are 
thousands of times further 
away. Space is huge!

Thanks for reading, and 
remember: Keep bright lights 
looking down so we can 
look up! Questions? Email 
Llsmith47@aol.com
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School bus safety tips for motorists and studentsSchool bus safety tips for motorists and students
With school starting this 

week, everyone sharing the 
road or taking the bus to school 
should keep safety in mind.

Tips For Drivers 
Follow at a safe distance, 

keeping in mind that school 
buses make frequent stops.

Always remain alert for 
children around buses and re-
member that they may not al-
ways look for vehicles before 

crossing the street.
Stop for fl ashing red lights 

or a stop sign on a school bus 
regardless of which direction 
you’re headed. Continue once 
the bus has moved, the fl ashing 
lights stop fl ashing or the bus 
driver signals it’s okay to pass.

Violations can lead to a fi ne 
of up to $1,250 for a fi rst of-
fense.

Parents and caregivers can 

also prepare their children to 
be safe around school buses by 
sharing the tips for students 
listed below.

Tips For Students
Stand as far back from the 

curb as possible when you are 
waiting for a bus.

Wait until the bus has come 
to a complete stop and watch 
for the driver to signal that it’s 
safe to board. Hold on to the 

handrail and fi nd a seat quickly.
Listen to the bus driver and 

sit still to avoid distracting the 
driver.

After exiting the bus, cross 
only in front of the bus, never 
behind it. Make eye contact 
with the driver and wait for the 
driver’s signal that it is okay to 
cross. Look left-right-left and 
cross when there is no traffi c or 
vehicles that have stopped.


