
Lakeline

AUGUST 24, 2022

The Lakelander & Tacklebox.....Over 26,000 Potential Readers Every Week!           To Advertise Call: 254-694-4344 or Email: ads@lakelander.com

Volume 36, Number  29Volume 36, Number  29

Lake Watch
Lake Level

on August 21

525.50
Normal Elevation 533.00’

Lake Watch is provided by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

on Lake Whitney

Know Your Know Your 
NeighborNeighbor
   Brittney Thompson moved 
from Mansfi eld to Whitney a 
year and a half ago. She said 
that because she came from a 
bigger city, 
she appre-
ciates the 
small town 
of  Whit-
ney, where 
people are 
very friend-
ly. Brittney 
has a boy-
friend of three years and three 
sons, ages 11, 7 and 18 months. 
She started her own personal 
training business, The Garage, a 
little over a month ago. She has 
been in the fi tness industry for 
13 years. Brittney's competitive 
nature comes out when she 
competes in CrossFit compe-
titions, which is her favorite 
hobby. When she moved to 
Whitney, she realized that the 
nearest CrossFit gym was 30 
minutes away, which is why 
she decided to turn her garage 
into a gym of her own. Her oth-
er hobbies include gardening, 
working in the yard, enjoying 
all things outdoors, and making 
crafts, such as wooden signs.

Birthdays
 Happy birthday to Frank 
Wade on August 28. Love, 
Our Savior Lutheran Church

Senior center Senior center 
open Tuesdaysopen Tuesdays

Lake Whitney Senior Cen-
ter is open every Tuesday from 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Participants en-
joy activities, guest speakers, 
crafts, games and fellowship.  
Bible study is also held from 
1 p.m. to 2 p.m. To reserve 
lunch, call Lynda at 254-332-
0041. The senior center is lo-
cated at 503 North Colorado 
Street in Whitney.

Please Support Our Local VFDsPlease Support Our Local VFDs
Church of Christ

Downtown Whitney • 694-2311

Some come to church to 
answer a calling.
Some come to avoid one.
Sometimes, unplugging your phone lets you
plug into something far better. Try the peace
that comes from worshiping Jesus Christ.

Across from SONIC

AMERICAN
SELF-STORAGE

254-655-6360254-655-6360
www.StorageInWhitney.com

CHECK OUT OUR SPECIALS AT

KMUMC offers KMUMC offers 
free English classfree English class

Free English classes are 
now offered every Monday 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at 
King Memorial United Meth-
odist Church, 502 South Col-
orado Street in Whitney. Free 
child care is also provided to 
participants.

Whitney Volunteer Fire De-
partment will sell barbecue at 
the “Y” in Whitney Saturday, 
September 3, from 10:30 a.m. 
until sold out. Cost is $12 
per pound, and plates are 
$10. A whole brisket can be 
pre-ordered for $100. Call 254-
337-0194 to pre-order or with 
questions.

Whitney VFD to Whitney VFD to 
sell barbecuesell barbecue

Whitney fi re chief set to retire after 46+ years of service Whitney fi re chief set to retire after 46+ years of service 
 Wayland Price was intro-
duced to the world of fi refi ght-
ing when he was just a toddler. 
His father was a volunteer 
fi refi ghter for 15 years, so at two 
years old, Price began growing 
up around the camaraderie, the 
late nights and the risks of the 
fi refi ghting lifestyle. 
 By the age of 16, Price began 
his journey as a fi refi ghter, with 
his fi rst job under the leadership 
of his father. He continued 
with the career for 46 and a 
half years, serving in Hillsboro 
for 15 years and in Mansfi eld 
and Forest Hill for about 15 
years. While maintaining these 
roles, he also volunteered as a 
fi refi ghter in Itasca for 30 years.
 He then became the fi re chief 
in Whitney for 10 and a half 
years, where he is also the emer-
gency management coordinator 
and the EMS director. Price 
recently announced that he will 
retire Wednesday, August 31.

Council proposes tax rate, Council proposes tax rate, 
sets Sept. 8 public hearingsets Sept. 8 public hearing

ISDs receive 2022 TEA ISDs receive 2022 TEA 
accountability ratingsaccountability ratings

Public hearing planned on Public hearing planned on 
proposed Hill Co. tax rateproposed Hill Co. tax rate

The Texas Education Agency 
(TEA) released 2022 A–F ac-
countability ratings for districts 
and campuses last week, the 
fi rst to be issued since 2019 due 
to two years of COVID-related 
pauses.

Whitney Independent School 
District (ISD) received a C rat-
ing overall, with each campus 
receiving a C except the high 
school, which earned a B.

"Our ratings for the 2021-22 
school year showed progress for 
each campus when compared 
to 2019," said Superintendent 
John McCullough. "Our scores 
improved while dealing with 
the challenges presented by 
COVID, and this is due to the 
hard work and dedication of our 
staff and students." 

He added, "We are pleased 
with the improvements made 
at each campus but we realize 
there are some areas that need 
to be addressed and our staff 
will be working to improve 
those this year. As a district, 
our goal is to provide every 
opportunity possible for our 
students to help prepare them 

for success when they graduate 
from Whitney ISD." 

The ratings are based on 
three domains: student achieve-
ment (STAAR test scores, 
graduation rates and post-high 
school preparation), school 
progress (how students perform 
over time and how the district 
compares to other districts with 
similarly economically disad-
vantaged student populations) 
and closing the gaps (how well 
a district is ensuring that all 
student groups are successful).

Other schools in the area 
received the following grades 
Aquilla - A; Blum - B; Covington 
- B. 

Statewide, the TEA reported 
that 1,195 districts and 8,451 
campuses were rated this year, 
with returns showing promis-
ing signs of progress in Texas’ 
efforts to catch students up 
academically. 

This year, instead of receiv-
ing a failing grade, districts or 
campuses that scored below 70 
were given the Not Rated label 
to comply with Senate Bill 1365. School bells ring at WISD

Students at Whitney Independent School District began the 2022-23 school year Wednesday, August 17, 
and Whitney Elementary School welcomed a new class of students who are just beginning their journeys 
as Whitney Wildcats. Jase Peacock and Evelynn Ruiz, students of Ms. Rodriguez, were already getting 
used to the rules and enjoying learning with classmates as the f irst day of kindergarten began last week.

Whitney Fire Chief Wayland Price

 The Whitney City Council 
proposed the city's tax rate for 
the coming fi scal year, approved 
the fi nal plat for the new All-
sup's convenience store and 
made decisions about how to 
spend American Rescue Plan 
funds during a regular meeting 
held Thursday, August 18. 
 The council proposed leav-
ing the tax rate unchanged, 
at $0.6384 per $100 property 
valuation. Based on increased 
property values in the city, 
that rate will exceed both the 
no-new-revenue rate, which 
would raise the same amount 
of tax revenue as the previous 
year, and the voter-approval 
rate, which is generally the 
point at which the city must 
hold an election and seek citi-
zens' approval for the proposed 
tax increase.
 According to documents 
prepared by the Hill County 
Appraisal District, the city's 
no-new-revenue rate was calcu-

lated at $0.5737 per $100 valua-
tion, and the voter-approval rate 
is $0.6240. 
 Three years ago, state law-
makers attempted to slow the 
growth of property taxes by 
requiring cities and counties to 
seek voter approval if they want 
to raise their total property tax 
revenue by 3.5% or more than 
the previous year.
 City Attorney Brenda Mc-
Donald told the council that vot-
er approval would not necessar-
ily be needed if the council kept 
the rate unchanged. "Under the 
governor's executive orders, 
during the pandemic the 3.5% 
cap was raised to 8%. If you did 
not use that 8%, you could let it 
roll over without having a voter 
approval," she said. 
 McDonald said that her guess 
is that the city has signifi cant 
percentages unused and sug-
gested that if the council wants 
to leave the tax rate unchanged, 
that proposal should be made 

and these numbers should be 
confi rmed.
 She explained that the rate 
proposed by the council is the 
highest rate that can ultimately 
be adopted, but it can be low-
ered as the process continues if 
needed.
 Mayor Jerry Barker asked 
the council to keep in mind that 
infl ation remains high as they 
considered proposing a rate. 
"Just because we have money in 
the bank, it doesn't mean that it 
can sustain us through this infl a-
tion period," he said. "Infl ation 
is real, and we're going to fall 
victim to it just like everybody 
else."
 After the council voted to pro-
pose the rate, a public hearing 
was set for Thursday, Septem-
ber 8.
 In other action, the council 
approved the preliminary and 
fi nal plat for the Allsup's to be 
located at 810 South Colorado 

 He says that he has always 
wanted to be a fi re chief. It was 
in his father’s nature to take an 
active role in giving back to the 
community, and the role model 
inspired him to help others 
when he grew up. “I’ve been 
around the fire service since 
1962 when my dad joined. I just 
kept working my way up. I want-
ed to be a fi re chief to make a 
difference, to lead a community 
and to share the knowledge that 
people have passed on to me.”
 For Price, the most mem-
orable moments in his career 
consist of being there for people 
on their worst days. He says 
when someone is watching the 
belongings in their home burn, 
he can make their day better 
by bringing them any items 
he can save from the fi re.“It is 
rewarding knowing you made a 
difference in somebody’s life,” 
Price said. 
 Price has also enjoyed the 

atmosphere of the Whitney 
Fire Department. He said, “We 
are just a big family. We have 
our family, and then we have 
the fire department family.” 
The firefighters spend many 
hours together, whether they 
are outside of work, at the fi re 
department, at Tuesday night 
meetings or at fund raisers.
 One of the biggest challenges 
in his role has been gaining 
additional funding for the fi re 
department through grants and 
fund raisers. Price encourages 
the community to support their 
local fi re departments. 
 The Whitney Fire Depart-
ment’s next fund raiser will be 
Saturday, September 3. The 
department will sell barbecue at 
the “Y” in Whitney from 10:30 
a.m. until sold out. The cost 
is $12 per pound, and plates 
are $10. A whole brisket can 
be pre-ordered for $100. To 

see PRICE on page 3

see COUNCIL on page 6

 The Hill County Commission-
ers Court recently held a series of 
meetings leading up to the annual 
process of adopting a budget, and 
a tax rate was proposed Tuesday 
morning, August 16.
 The proposed budget for the 
fi scal year beginning October 1 
was prepared by County Judge 
Justin Lewis and County Auditor 
Susan Swilling and filed with 
County Clerk Nicole Tanner at 
the end of July.
 After filing the draft of the 
plan, Lewis said that he feels it 
is a good, fi scally conservative 
budget that was calculated based 
on a substantial drop in the tax 
rate.
 The total county tax rate is 
comprised of two rates: the gen-
eral fund rate, which is used for 
general operating expenses; and 
the FM lateral rate, which can 
only be used to purchase road and 
bridge materials.
 Tuesday morning, August 16, 
the court proposed a general fund 
tax rate of $0.389494 per $100 

valuation, which is down from 
this year's rate of $0.420202.
 The proposed FM lateral rate 
is $0.069685 per $100 valuation, 
down from this year's rate of 
$0.07704.
 The total combined proposed 
tax rate is $0.459179. That is a 
decrease in the overall tax rate 
of $0.038063, which represents 
a 7.65% decrease in the overall 
tax rate.
 Due to increased property 
values in the county, the rates will 
still bring in more revenue than 
past years while suppressing the 
tax rate as required by recent state 
laws intended to slow property 
tax growth.
 A public hearing on the pro-
posed rate will be held Tuesday, 
September 13, at 8:30 a.m. during 
the commissioners court meeting.
 The first draft of the bud-
get included a beginning bal-
ance of $7,854,114, revenues of 
$24,343,736 and expenditures of 
$25,498,556, leaving an ending 

see RATINGS on page 6

see COUNTY on page 6


