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4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT
$$79.79.9999+T+Taxax

AC CAC Check-Upheck-Up
Includes Cabin Air Filter Includes Cabin Air Filter 

& AC Inspection& AC Inspection

$$89.89.0000+T+Taxax

$$199.199.0000+T+Taxax

BG Transmission FlushBG Transmission Flush

TIRES IN STOCK!
MAJOR BRANDS

AND SIZES!
*SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

Service  Spec ials!

SALES:SALES:
Mon.- Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.Mon.- Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

PARTS AND SERVICE:PARTS AND SERVICE:
Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

andand NOW OPEN NOW OPEN  
Saturdays 8 a.m. until 1 p.m.Saturdays 8 a.m. until 1 p.m.

254-582-5361
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397 E State Highway 22, Clifton, TX 76634
Past Lake Whitney Dam @ 22&56

www.oleander.trading
469-732-4311

Antiques Plants

6ci
$36
TFN 
CHARGE WEEKLY
Alternate between LL and TB

254-266-5369 
lonestarmhleveling@gmail.com

Nathan Ford, Operations Manager

Lonestar Mobile Home 
Leveling & Skirting LLC

www.lonestarleveling.com

6ci
EOW
$42.00
Charge CC 

Street. Centex Engineers noti-
fied the city earlier this month 
that it had completed its review 
of the documents based on the 
city's code of ordinances.
 A final plat was also approved 
for four lots on Bush Drive, 
where a developer is planning 
to build four homes.  
 The council discussed re-
quests for expenditures from 
the Coronavirus State and Local 
Fiscal Recovery Funds (SLFRF) 
program, which is a part of the 
American Rescue Plan. The 
city currently has $188,000 
in federal funding to spend 
by December 24, and another 
$250,000 will soon be available 
and must be spent within a year. 
 Mayor Barker said that there 
are needs throughout the city's 
departments and they will have 
to be prioritized as requests are 
considered.
 Interim Police Chief Hugh 
Corbin explained that the de-
partment's vehicles are in poor 
condition and maintenance 
costs are rising. He reported 
that the city has purchased 
many of its vehicles after they 
have been through several other 
owners, and the department 
needs to begin working to 
update its fleet. The council ap-
proved the purchase of one ve-
hicle for the police department 
with a portion of the funds.
 Whitney EMS requested 
two new cardiac monitors for 
its ambulances, as the current 
units are no longer accredited 
by the Food and Drug Admin-
istration and it will be difficult 
to find parts or receive support 
for them if needed. The council 
also approved this expenditure, 
which came to $75,916. The 
new units should last 10 to 12 
years, according to information 
presented by the department.
 The council approved a bid 
from B&C Exteriors in the 
amount of $16,500 to repair 
the roof of the city building 
occupied by the Hill County 

Statewide this year, 42 districts 
and 564 campuses received this 
label. Schools labeled Not Rated 
will also be spared possible TEA 
sanctions during the 2022-23 
school year.

Driven by significant gains 
in student academic growth, 
2022 saw 25% of districts and 
33% of campuses improve their 
letter grade from 2019. It was 
reported that 18% of high-poverty 
campuses in Texas were rated an 
A, continuing to prove that de-
mographics do not equal destiny.

“These results show our state’s 
significant investment in the 
post-pandemic academic recovery 
of Texas public school students is 
bearing fruit,” said Texas Educa-
tion Commissioner Mike Morath.

To view complete 2022 ac-
countability ratings for districts 
and campuses, visit TXschools.
gov. 

balance of $6,699,294.
 Elected officials and depart-
ment heads visited with commis-
sioners throughout the hearings 
to present requests, most of 
which involved only minor ad-
justments to their individual 
budgets this year. Several de-
partment heads requested pay 
increases for their employees, 
and they were informed that 
a cost-of-living adjustment is 
included in the proposed budget.
 Overall, a five-percent pay 
increase is budgeted for county 
employees this year due to infla-
tion. Lewis said that some of the 
county's extra revenue this year 
will also be set aside in a payroll 
contingency fund, as work needs 
to be done to even out the coun-
ty's payroll policy and ensure that 
employees are being paid equally 
for performing similar job duties.
 Reviewing the county's larg-
est departmental budget, Hill 
County Sheriff's Office Chief 
Deputy Scott Robinson spoke to 
the court about the department's 
plans in the coming year. 
 The sheriff's office continues 
working to upgrade its fleet and 
now has 15 newer Chevy Tahoes 
on patrol. In this fiscal year, Rob-
inson said that the department 
would like to add six more, but 
three older units will be traded in 
to cover some of that cost. Final 
numbers will be presented to 
the court as the budget process 
continues.
 Robinson also presented re-
quests from Covington and 
Itasca schools, which have in-
dependently inquired about 
entering into agreements with 
the sheriff's office to place school 
resource officers at their dis-
tricts. Preliminary discussions 
have resulted in the possibility 
of an 80/20 split between the 
districts and the sheriff's office, 
with the schools picking up the 
majority of the cost. During the 
summer, the employee could 
serve as a patrol deputy for the 
sheriff's office. 
 Lewis said that there have been 
hours of conversation between the 
county, lawmakers and superin-
tendents about school safety, and 
having a school resource officer 
on campus can be a deterrent. 
With the schools picking up a 
sizable portion of the cost, the 
county will consider funding the 
positions in the final budget.
 Looking at each of the four 
precincts' budgets, Precinct 2 
Commissioner Larry Crumpton 
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Salvation Army on Colorado 
Street. Barker said that the roof 
has been leaking, making the 
repair an urgent need.
 The council approved the 
submission of a grant applica-
tion to the George G. and Alva 
Hudson Smith Foundation to 
build additional office spaces in 
an empty area next to the police 
department. If the city receives 
grant funds for the project, it 
would provide private office 
space for interrogations and 
victim interviews.
 The council heard from two 
individuals who were concerned 
about high water bills at the 
meeting. 
 Perry Auten of Turner Place 
Senior Living told the council 
that his water bill has risen 
from about $1,000 a year ago 
to $8,600. Wilda Grantham 
also expressed concerns about 
her water bill. Public Works 
Director Billy Pribble said that 
both issues are due to the recent 
ascending water rate schedule 
that was adopted by the council, 
which caused rates to go up for 
those who use large amounts of 
water in the city.
 In Auten's case, the council 
determined that the fee could 
be reduced some by dividing 
the bill between three meters 
that are in use at the location 
instead of reading one meter.
 Auten also addressed the 
council about a tax abatement 
that was approved by previous 
members of the city council 
for Turner Place. He told the 
council that the agreement 
approved granted him a 70% 
abatement for two years, but 
the meeting's minutes reflect 
a 30% agreement. He said that 
he was told by previous City 
Administrator Chris Bentley 
that he would receive a refund 
check from the city, but he has 
not received it.
 The city attorney said that 
there should have been an 
agreement in place if the council 

approved the tax refund prior 
to the start of construction, 
but there could still be an oral 
contract. She said that if the 
council approved it, an agree-
ment that is effective as of the 
date the council acted can still 
be drafted. However, it will have 
to include the 30% percentage 
listed in the minutes. 
 In departmental reports, 
Library Director Denise Car-
ter said that NeuroMovement 
classes will soon resume at 
the library, Corbin said that 
the police department wrote 
59 tickets last month and had 
no serious incidents, and Fire 
Chief Wayland Price reported 
that six firefighters recently 
participated in live fire training 
at Hill College. Whitney EMS 
has responded to 290 calls to 
date this year with an average 
response time of just over five 
minutes.
 Pribble reported that new 
water meters will be installed 
at the homes of the mayor and 
council members as part of the 
smart meter pilot program, and 
he invited any citizens who 
would like to sign up for the 
program to notify City Hall. 
 The council will hold a special 
meeting Thursday, August 25. 
The next regularly scheduled 
council meeting will be Thurs-
day, September 15.
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pointed out that more people 
are moving to the county and 
more money is needed for in-
frastructure. "We have more 
people coming in and expecting 
more services, and our budget is 
staying the same," he said.
 Lewis explained that while 
the overall proposed tax rate has 
dropped, the FM lateral rate is 
proposed above the no-new-reve-
nue rate to address some of these 
needs, but the county is limited 
as to how much revenue it can 
take in due to recent legislative 
changes.
 The court discussed the pos-
sibility of a one-time capital 
outlay to increase commission-
ers' budgets. Lewis pointed out 
that if this is done, it would not 
be a recurring expense in future 
budgets, and commissioners 
would have to work within their 
budgets in future years. 
 Commissioners were still wait-
ing for final numbers from the tax 
assessor/collector detailing tax 
rate options and related revenue 
at the time of the meeting, and 
the discussion was expected to 
continue when those numbers 
were available.
 Chief Juvenile Probation Of-
ficer Tina Lincoln spoke to the 
court during budget hearings 
and requested an increase of 
$4,500 to the juvenile probation 
budget. The county has budgeted 
a $92,500 transfer to the juvenile 
probation department in the past 
two budgets, but Lincoln said 
that the state continues to cut 
her department's budget. 
 She said that she has been 
heavily involved in the legislative 
process and will continue to fight 
to get Hill County more funding. 
"I don't want to be lumped into 
the small county equation any-
more," Lincoln said. "I want to 
be funded for the services we're 

actually providing."
 Some of those services, which 
are not required but that Hill 
County offers, include the tru-
ancy prevention program, drug 
court program and Juvenile 
Justice Alternative Education 
Program (JJAEP). 
 The need for the department's 
services has continued to in-
crease, and Lincoln reported that 
the juvenile resource case man-
ager served 412 students in the 
county last year, which was the 
highest number in the depart-
ment's history. 
 Finding detention beds for 
youth offenders who commit the 
most serious crimes continues 
to be an issue in the state, and 
the department is regularly 
contracting with out-of-county 
facilities to find any additional 
space available. 
 Lewis told Lincoln that the 
county plans to budget for the 
purchase of a transport vehicle 
for the department, as its current 
vehicles have been handed down 
from other departments and have 
high mileage and maintenance 
costs.
 Another topic that came up 
during budget workshops is the 
possible expansion of offices in 
the courthouse to the fourth floor. 
Lewis said that offices are full and 
funding for the project could be 
available from the recent sale of 
the parking lot on Franklin Street. 
The project would involve extend-
ing the elevator in the courthouse 
to the fourth floor. The judge said 
that he would gather numbers 
for the project and bring it back 
before the court.
 After adjustments are made 
based on budget hearings and 
workshops, a final county bud-
get for the coming fiscal year 
is expected to be approved in 
September.


