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Lake Watch
Lake Level

on August 28

525.91
Normal Elevation 533.00’

Lake Watch is provided by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

on Lake Whitney

Know Your Know Your 
NeighborNeighbor
  Sydney Stapleton, co-owner 
and manager at Lightweight 
Bodybuilding, has lived in 
W h i tney 
all of her 
l i fe .  She 
grew up 
here, got 
m a r r i e d 
t o  h e r 
husband, 
Luke Sta-
pleton, and 
moved to 
Nashville 
with him for a few years. The 
Stapletons moved to Whitney 
at the beginning of 2021. Syd-
ney said, "We just love being 
in a small community where 
everyone knows who you 
are! We bought 10 acres right 
outside the city limits and are 
planning to build and stick 
around here for a while, espe-
cially with the newly opened 
gym." In her free time, Sydney 
enjoys fishing or kayaking 
at the lake. She also judges 
gymnastics competitions on 
the weekends during the fall 
and spring semesters.

Please Support Our Local VFDsPlease Support Our Local VFDs

innovative interior design

254.694.3090254.694.3090254.694.3090 201 N. Brazos  201 N. Brazos  
Downtown WhitneyDowntown Whitney

Motorization . Bedding . Upholstery . FurnishingsMotorization . Bedding . Upholstery . Furnishings

Next to David’s Supermarket

AFFORDABLE
SELF-STORAGE

254-655-6332254-655-6332
www.StorageInWhitney.com

CHECK OUT OUR SPECIALS AT

Hill County commissionersHill County commissioners
support Foreign Trade Zonesupport Foreign Trade Zone

 Following the recent tragedy 
of the school shooting in Uval-
de, superintendents across Hill 
County met with county offi -
cials and local law enforcement 
agencies in June to discuss 
updated security measures that 
will be taken during the 2022-
2023 school year. 
 To ensure that the Texas 
Education Agency school safety 
requirements were being ad-
dressed and that the Whitney 
Police Department and the 
Whitney school district were 
on the same page when it comes 
to emergency procedures, Whit-
ney ISD’s superintendent met 
with the interim police chief, 
the new school resource offi cer 

KMUMC offers KMUMC offers 
free English classfree English class

Free English classes are 
now offered every Monday 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
at King Memorial Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 502 
South Colorado Street in 
Whitney. Free child care is 
also provided to participants.

WSCA plans WSCA plans 
breakfast, salebreakfast, sale

West Shore Civic Associa-
tion will hold its fall breakfast 
and bake sale Saturday, Sep-
tember 17, from 8 a.m. to 10 
a.m., at the West Shore Civic 
Center, located at 560 FM 
3118 in Clifton. Funds raised 
will support the area cleanup 
set for Saturday, September 
24. Those who have questions 
about baking, volunteering or 
breakfast can call Sandra at 
254-622-3740. 

Food bank to be Food bank to be 
closed Labor Dayclosed Labor Day

Our Daily Bread Food 
Bank will be closed Monday, 
September 5 for Labor Day.

Whitney VFD Whitney VFD 
to serve BBQ to serve BBQ 

Whitney Volunteer Fire 
Department will sell barbe-
cue at the “Y” in Whitney 
Saturday, September 3, from 
10:30 a.m. until sold out. Cost 
is $12 per pound, and plates 
are $10. A whole brisket can 
be pre-ordered for $100. Call 
254-337-0194 to pre-order or 
with questions.

Troy escapes Whitney's comebackTroy escapes Whitney's comeback
Battle of Hill County set for Friday night at Wildcat Stadium...

Whitney’s Jordan Johnson sprints down the sideline in the season opener against Troy. The speedy junior 
receiver grabbed seven catches and raced to 152 yards on the night.

With a new head coach, the 
Whitney Wildcats faced an old 
nemesis Friday night to kick off 
the 2022 football season.

Whitney traveled south to 
Troy, where the Wildcats and 
Trojans met for the fi rst time 
since 2019. That year, both 
teams were fl ying high and 
clashed in an epic, third-round 
playoff battle. The Trojans nar-
rowly escaped that game with a 
9-7 victory, and this year's match-
up presented the opportunity for 
revenge for the Wildcats. 

Once again, the defenses took 
center stage, but the fi rst-game 
jitters were apparent in the fi rst 
half as both teams struggled to 
fi nd an offensive groove. 

After trailing the fi rst three 
frames, the Wildcats mounted a 
furious fourth-quarter comeback 

to briefl y grab the lead. But Troy 
utilized turnovers to recapture 
the advantage and claim a 23-20 
victory.

Whitney's Head Coach Da-
vid Haynes Jr. saw plenty of 
promise in his fi rst spin on the 
Wildcat sideline. Coming from 
McGregor, Haynes is no strang-
er to Central Texas foes like the 
Trojans, and he had the Wildcats 
ready. 

The Wildcats moved the ball 
all night and showed big-play po-
tential. In his fi rst varsity start at 
quarterback, Mason Seely tossed 
for more than 300 yards and 3 
touchdowns. The passing game 
benefi ted both Jairdyn Anderson 
(12-137) and Jordan Johnson 
(7-152), who fi lled the stat sheet 
and found the end zone.

Despite being plagued by turn-

overs, Haynes was able to calm 
the Wildcats' nerves and put the 
team in position to grab an on-
the-road win. A solid defensive 
effort kept the ball coming back 
to the offense. The defense was 
led by Miguel Figueroa, Tegan 
Winkler, David Haynes III and 
Nathan Burrows. The foursome 
combined for 47 tackles and 8 
tackles for a loss. 

The Wildcats slowed the Tro-
jans' offensive attack to a crawl 
in the fi rst half. Troy was able 
to strike fi rst with a fi eld goal, 
which was followed up with a 
second-quarter score. The Wild-
cats found the scoreboard as well 
and the two teams settled for a 
10-6 halftime status.

The Trojans then stretched 
the lead to 16-6 in the third quar-

Whitney ISD continues to focus on Whitney ISD continues to focus on 
safety with school year underwaysafety with school year underway

(SRO) and the WISD guardians 
at the start of the school year.
 Interim Whitney Police Chief 
Hugh Corbin commented, “The 
Whitney Police Department 
and Whitney ISD are in very 
close communication concern-
ing the safety and security 
of the students at all of the 
Whitney ISD campuses. It is 
important that the Whitney 
school resource officer and 
the school administration are 
constantly working to enhance 
and improve the security of the 
buildings and doing everything 
possible to foresee and correct 
any weakness in the security 
plans.”
 He continued, “Chris Chad-

wick is the SRO, and he has a 
long history of law enforcement, 
both local and federal. He is 
also an EMT and is an excellent 
person for the responsibility of 
this assignment.”
 Whitney Superintendent 
John McCullough said that the 
meeting at the beginning of the 
school year was productive and 
helped the administrator feel 
confident that the district is 
taking every precaution possible 
to prevent problems and to be 
prepared if one were to occur. 
“Chief Corbin and Offi cer Chad-
wick are going to come to our 
next guardian training, so they 
can see what we do and also 

 The Hill County Commis-
sioners Court voted to support 
the creation of a foreign trade 
zone (FTZ) in Hillsboro and 
approved a plan to place school 
resource offi cers in two local 
school districts at a meeting 
held Tuesday, August 23.
 Hillsboro Community and 
Economic Development Direc-
tor Art Mann and consultant 
William Methenitis of Ernst 
& Young spoke to the court re-
garding a request from Frontier 
Support Logistics to create the 
FTZ in Hillsboro's industrial 
park. In the United States, FTZs 
are the domestic equivalents of 
what are internationally known 
as free trade zones.
 Under federal law, FTZs 
are granted certain privileges 
concerning U.S. customs duties 
and excise taxes. The program 
is designed to lower the costs of 
international trade for compa-
nies and encourage employment 
and capital investment. 
 Goods brought into an FTZ 
are not subject to duties and 
excise taxes until they are sent 
to domestic markets. Products 
assembled or manufactured 
within an FTZ may be exported 
without paying these fees. 
 Within FTZs, company goods 
can be unloaded, manufactured, 
processed and re-exported 
without the intervention of U.S. 
customs authorities. 
 The local FTZ would be 
added to the Dallas-Fort Worth 
trade zone and would receive 
items, mostly by rail, from Port 
Houston and other ports. 
 The application process re-
quires that local taxing entities 
submit letters of support for the 
project. Both the Hillsboro City 
Council and the Hill College 
Board of Regents confirmed 
their support this month, and 
the proposal will be before the 

Hillsboro Independent School 
District's Board of Trustees at 
an upcoming meeting.
 Approval could take approxi-
mately one year after the appli-
cation process is initiated.
 County Judge Justin Lewis 
said that he has not found any 
reason not to support the proj-
ect, adding that the company 
will cover the cost. "I've been 
skeptical about this from the 
get-go because it sounds too 
good to be true," he said. "But 
we've talked to multiple parties 
and I don't see a downside."
 While the inventory stored 
in the FTZ is not taxable, the 
project would create a number 
of jobs and create additional 
property tax revenue for local 
entities.
 Commissioners approved the 
submission of letters requesting 
that the Dallas-Fort Worth 
Foreign Trade Zone Authority 
include Hill County as a whole 
into its zone, along with a letter 
and resolution supporting the 
creation of the local FTZ.
 Commissioners also ap -
proved interlocal cooperative 
agreements with Itasca and 
Covington school districts re-
garding the placement of a dep-
uty serving as a school resource 
offi cer in each district.
 Under the agreement, the 
districts will cover 80 percent 
of the salary, vehicle costs and 
other expenses to employ the 
deputy, and the sheriff's offi ce 
will cover 20 percent of the 
costs. During the summer, the 
deputies can continue serving 
the sheriff's office on patrol 
duties.
 An extension to the comple-
tion date outlined in Sun Valley 
Solar's incentive agreement 
with the county was approved 
by the court. Due to supply 

Aquilla school board ballot Aquilla school board ballot 
set ahead of Nov. electionset ahead of Nov. election
 The candidate filing period 
for cities and schools that hold 
elections in November came 
to a close Monday, August 
22, and voters in Aquilla will 
have decisions to make on the 
ballot.
 Aquilla Independent School 
District has three board seats 
available, which are currently 
held by Frank Urbanovsky, Di-
ane Montgomery and Court-
ney Lewis. 
 Incumbents  Lewis  and 
Montgomery filed to keep 
their seats, and they will be 

joined on the ballot by Victo-
ria Ballew, Tamara Harrison, 
Lauren Helpert and Joshua 
Moorman.
 The uniform election date 
is Tuesday, November 8, with 
the early voting period opening 
Monday, October 24.
 The voter registration dead-
line for those who are not 
registered to vote and plan to 
cast a ballot in the upcoming 
November elections is Tues-
day, October 11. 
 Visit www.votetexas.gov for 
more information.

see SCHOOL on page 8

see COURT on page 3

see CATS on page 8

37th Annual Bosque Art Classic features locals37th Annual Bosque Art Classic features locals
Lloyd Voges and Ann Patton 

are among the area artists in 
the 37th Annual Bosque Art 
Classic at the Bosque Arts Cen-
ter (BAC) in Clifton. A national 
exhibition with a reputation for 
garnering exceptional work from 
artists across the country, this 
year’s Classic promises no less.

Juried and judged by Mikel 
Donahue, a member of the Cow-
boy Artists of America, the 2022 

Cowbirds in the Cold Morning, an 8.25” x 30” watercolor by Ann Patton of Meridian Creeking Along #3, a 22” x 28” oil by Lloyd Voges of Clifton

Classic features a variety of rep-
resentational art, including west-
ern-themed pieces, masterful 
landscapes and elegant still life 
offerings.

The Classic opens with the 
traditional Saturday night sale, 
dinner and awards celebration 
Saturday, September 10, at 7 
p.m. Tickets may be purchased 
at www.BosqueArtsCenter.org 
or by calling 254-675-3724 by 

September 1. The exhibition is 
free to the public September 11-
24 during these hours: Sunday, 
September 11--11 a.m. to 2 p.m.; 
Monday – Friday, September 12-
16 and 19-23--10 a.m. to  5 p.m.; 
and Saturdays, September 17 
and 24--10 a.m. to  4 p.m.

After the opening weekend 
sale, remaining pieces will be-
come available online beginning 
Monday, September 12, at 9 

a.m., until Saturday, September 
24, at 2 p.m.

Sponsored by the BAC Art 
Council, the show features re-

turning favorites like Matt Atkin-
son, Patricia Rohrbacher, Jean 
Olliver, Ezra Tucker and Tatsi-
ana Harbacheuskaya.


