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Lake Watch
Lake Level

on September 18

526.05
Normal Elevation 533.00’

Lake Watch is provided by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

on Lake Whitney

Know Your Know Your 
NeighborsNeighbors
Elissa White, co-owner of Com-
bat Kayak Instruction and  yoga 
instructor at Yoga8 in Waco, has 
lived in Whitney for two years. 
Her hus-
band, Dan-
iel Loren, 
co-owner 
of Combat 
Kayak In-
struction 
a n d  a n 
Army vet-
eran, has 
lived in Whitney for over 10 
years. Both Elissa and Daniel 
appreciate the small communi-
ty, where everyone is friendly 
and helpful. Elissa and Daniel 
have three children: Oliver and 
Forest, who are six-year-old 
twins, and Ranger, who is two 
years old. All of their kids love 
kayaking, and the family enjoys 
spending time together  outside, 
exploring the outdoors. Elissa 
spends her free time kayaking, 
stand up paddle boarding, doing 
yoga, hiking, backpacking and 
running; she is currently train-
ing for a marathon. In Daniel's 
spare time, he kayaks, stand up 
paddle boards, hunts and fi shes.

Next to David’s SupermarketNext to David’s Supermarket

AFFORDABLEAFFORDABLE
SELF-STORAGESELF-STORAGE

254-655-6332254-655-6332
www.StorageInWhitney.com

CHECK OUT OUR SPECIALS AT

CORNERSTONE 
FUNERAL HOME

“A TRADITION OF CARING”

301 W. Elm St., Hillsboro 
254-582-5000

Combining dignity 
with Aff ordability

LL-9CI
01-28-15
$94 COLOR
DARREN HAYES

Call me today and get a no-cost, no-obligation quote.
As your local Farmers agent, I can help you understand available 
coverage options and provide you with car insurance for your 
individual needs. Call me now and get coverage today.

Personal service you
deserve. CALL TODAY!

(254) 694-2260
116 W. Jefferson, Whitney, TX 76692
DHAYES2@FARMERSAGENT.COM

DARREN HAYES

YOUR LOCAL FARMERS AGENT 
CURRENTLY OFFERS SAVINGS FOR:

• AUTO
• HOME
• LIFE
• MOTORCYCLE
• COLLECTABLE 
  AUTO

• BUSINESS 
• RENTER
• BOAT
• MOBILE HOMES
• CONDO

Don’t Compromise on Auto Coverage, Get Farmers.

Darren Hayes
254-694-2260

116 W. Jefferson • Downtown Whitney

 The Whitney ISD Board of 
Trustees held a regular meeting 
Monday, September 12, to hear 
administrator reports, approve 
property bids and review other 
monthly business.
 According to Superintendent 
John McCullough, the district’s 
enrollment is at 1,509, which 
is the highest it has been in 
about five years. The enroll-
ment was at 1,505 in 2019, and 
it decreased in 2020 and the 
following year.
 High School Principal Amy 
Leech reported that Whitney 
High School’s enrollment was 
at 444. She said the underclass-
man class sizes are larger, with 
132 for the freshman class and 
125 for the sophomore class. 
Leech said, “Our attendance 
rate is back in a good place 
right now. We still have some 
work to do on attendance, but 

County commissionersCounty commissioners
adopt budget, tax rateadopt budget, tax rate

Authorities investigate after hoax shooting callAuthorities investigate after hoax shooting call

Law enforcement off icers from multiple agencies surrounded Whitney Elementary School Tuesday, Sep-
tember 13, after a false report of a shooting was made by two minors. See story for more information.

Birthdays
 Happy birthday to Gretch-
en Sauer on September 22. 
Love, Our Savior Lutheran 
Church

City Council adopts tax rate, City Council adopts tax rate, 
hears property owner requestshears property owner requests

Circus tickets Circus tickets 
now on salenow on sale

The Lake Whitney Cham-
ber of Commerce is spon-
soring a Culpepper & Merri-
weather Under The Big Top 
circus Thursday, October 13, 
at Whitney City Park. Show 
times will be 5 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m. Tickets are being sold at 
Lake Whitney Liquidation at 
a cost of $12 for adults and $7 
for seniors and children.

Senior social Senior social 
Friday nightFriday night

Lake Whitney Senior Cen-
ter will host a potluck senior 
social Friday, September 
23, from 4:30 to 8 p.m. The 
senior center is located at 
503 North Colorado Street 
in Whitney.

Paw Pals golf Paw Pals golf 
tourney Oct. 29tourney Oct. 29

The second annual Putts 
for Paws golf tournament 
has been scheduled for Sat-
urday, October 29, at White 
Bluff Resort's Old Course 
to benefi t Hill County Paw 
Pals. Registration is cur-
rently underway for players 
and sponsors. To sign up, 
call Betty Moodt at 254-
681-2166 or Debbie Ford at 
972-351-2524.

Mayor signs Constitution Week proclamation

Whitney Mayor Jerry Barker signed a proclamation declaring the week of September 17-23 Constitution Week 
as the Fort Graham Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) is observing the special 
week commemorating the adoption of the U.S. Constitution. The Hill County Commissioners Court also 
passed a resolution observing Constitution Week at its meeting last week. Pictured with Barker is Regent 
Susan Cook of Fort Graham DAR. The chapter encourages everyone to read the Constitution and access 
online resources for teachers or parents at www.dar.org/national-society/education/dar-lesson-plans.

 The Whitney City Council 
ratifi ed the city's proposed 2022 
property tax rate and 2022-
23 budget in a meeting held 
Thursday, September 15. The 
council also reviewed requests 
related to proposed and existing 
developments in the city, along 
with several other agenda items.
 The council voted to leave the 
tax rate unchanged, at $0.6384 
per $100 property valuation. 
Based on increased property 
values in the city, that rate will 
exceed both the no-new-revenue 
rate, which would raise the 
same amount of tax revenue 
as the previous year, and the 
voter-approval rate, which is 
generally the point at which the 

city must hold an election and 
seek citizens’ approval for the 
proposed tax increase.
 According to documents 
prepared by the Hill County 
Appraisal District, the city’s 
no-new-revenue rate was calcu-
lated at $0.5737 per $100 valua-
tion, and the voter-approval rate 
is $0.6240.
 Three years ago, state law-
makers attempted to slow the 
growth of property taxes by 
requiring cities and counties to 
seek voter approval if they want 
to raise their total property tax 
revenue by 3.5% or more than 
the previous year. 
 City Attorney Brenda Mc-
Donald explained to the council 

that due to Governor Greg Ab-
bott's executive orders during 
the pandemic, that cap was 
raised to 8%. Entities that did 
not use that 8% were allowed to 
roll those credits over and adopt 
a higher tax rate without voter 
approval. 
 The city will use .0144 of 
those unused credits to keep 
the tax rate the same this year, 
increasing its total tax levy by 
about 14% based on increased 
property values in the city.
 The balanced budget for 
2022-23 that was approved by 
the council includes revenues 
and expenditures of approxi-
mately $2.23 million this year, 

WISD campuses see rise WISD campuses see rise 
in enrollment numbersin enrollment numbers

it is stronger than it has been in 
several years at the start of the 
year.”
 Middle School Principal Ken-
dra Hensley has also noticed 
an increase in enrollment and 
attendance, when compared to 
the beginning of the year last 
year. She said, “We’ve had a 
good start. We also have seen 
numbers up. Our total enroll-
ment was 343 when I did the 
report. The eighth grade class is 
huge. Those students make up 
the biggest population with 125 
of them. Our attendance was at 
99%.”
 Another administrator who 
discussed the rise in enrollment 
was Intermediate School Prin-
cipal Layna Philipp, who said 
the intermediate school has 341 
students enrolled.  Philipp said, 
“It’s a new campus for me as a 

 The Hill County Commis-
sioners Court approved the 
county budget and tax rate in a 
meeting held Tuesday, Septem-
ber 13.
 The total county tax rate is 
comprised of two rates: the gen-
eral fund rate, which is used for 
general operating expenses; and 
the FM lateral rate, which can 
only be used to purchase road and 
bridge materials.
 The total combined tax rate 
for the general fund and FM lat-
eral (road and bridge) fund was 
adopted at $0.459179, which 
represents a 7.65% decrease in 
the overall tax rate.
 The decreased rate will still 
result in more property tax 
revenue, as the average taxable 
value of a homestead in the 
county increased over 13% this 

year, going from $126,806 in 
2021 to $143,435 in 2022.
 The no-new-revenue rate, 
which is the rate that would 
have raised the same amount 
of revenue as last year, was 
calculated at $0.430030. 
 Commissioners made a few 
last-minute adjustments to the 
budget prior to its adoption 
based on feedback from offi cials 
and department heads.
 A decision was made to cre-
ate a position for a radio system 
administrator in the county as 
work ramps up to convert to 
an 800-megahertz system. The 
technology upgrade will allow 
Hill County’s system to be 
compatible with surrounding 
counties and improve com-
munications both within the 

A false report of a shooting at 
Whitney Elementary School initi-
ated a district-wide lockdown and 
a multi-agency law enforcement 
response Tuesday afternoon, 
September 13.
 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Offi ce was notifi ed at 4:24 p.m. 
after a call came in to the Bosque 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce from what 
authorities called a “9-1-1 only 
phone” stating that a teacher 
had been shot and that the caller, 
who was reportedly in the second 
grade, was hiding in a closet.
 Two Whitney police offi cers 
arrived at 4:25 p.m. and were 
let inside by school offi cials as 
deputies and a SWAT team from 
the sheriff’s offi ce were also en 
route, along with law enforce-
ment offi cers from multiple other 
agencies.
 Although it was after regular 
school hours for students, all 
Whitney campuses were placed 
on lockdown for anyone still on 
site.
 After the fi rst police offi cers 
were let inside by staff, additional 
deputies broke a glass door to 
gain entry to the locked school. 
 According to the sheriff ’s 
offi ce, a preliminary search was 
completed at 4:27 p.m., and au-
thorities determined that there 
was not an active shooter, but 
many locked classrooms had not 
been cleared. After obtaining 
keys from a staff member who 

had been evacuated to a nearby 
location, authorities continued 
searching the campus. 
 Law enforcement completed 
additional waves of searches ac-
cording to protocol, and campus-
es were released from lockdown 
at 5:53 p.m. 
 While there were several other 
false reports made in Texas the 
same day, local offi cials discov-
ered that the Whitney call was 
made by two minors and was 
unrelated to the other incidents.
 Superintendent John Mc-
Cullough thanked law enforce-
ment and praised the staff of 
the elementary school for their 
handling of the incident. 
 “Law enforcement was there 
very quickly,” the superintendent 
said. “They came in and were 
very responsive and helpful in 
securing and helping people out 
of the building.”
 In a press release, the sheriff’s 
offi ce also commended the staff. 
“It is important to mention 
that upon making entry into 
some of the locked classrooms, 
law enforcement encountered 
educators armed with chairs or 
anything they could fi nd, ready 
to attack in defense of themselves 
and the children.”
 McCullough said that while it 
was after school hours, several 
children were in the building 
with their parents who work at 
the school. 

 “Although it was determined 
to be a hoax, all law enforcement 
personnel responded in a timely 
and effi cient manner,” the sher-
iff’s offi ce reported. “The school 
personnel and students who 
were present for after-school 
activities did an outstanding 
job—they followed their plan and 
instructions given to them by law 
enforcement.”
 McCullough said that the 
district will conduct a review of 
the situation, and one thing that 
Whitney ISD will continue to 
work on is improving communi-
cation and getting information 

out in a timely manner. 
 “We take the safety of our 
students very seriously with all of 
the protocols we have in place,” 
the superintendent said. “We 
feel like we have a very safe and 
secure environment, but there 
are always things that can hap-
pen, and we are always trying to 
improve and make sure we keep 
our students and staff as safe as 
we can.”
 In a press release, the sheriff’s 
office said that the situation 
was a testament to how these 
situations will be handled in Hill 
County. “If you harm or threaten 

to harm our children or the staff 
that teach them, we will come 
in and immediately address the 
threat.”
 Law enforcement and other as-
sistance at the scene came from: 
Whitney Police Department, 
Hill County Sheriff’s Offi ce, Hill 
County precinct 2, 3 and 4 con-
stables, the Department of Public 
Safety, Hillsboro Police Depart-
ment, West Police Department, 
McLennan County Sheriff ’s 
Offi ce, CareFlite, Whitney Fire 
Rescue and a special investigator 
with the Hill County District 
Attorney’s Offi ce.
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