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Lake Watch
Lake Level

on September 25

525.91
Normal Elevation 533.00’

Lake Watch is provided by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

on Lake Whitney

Know Your Know Your 
NeighborNeighbor

Joel Martinez, who has lived 
in Whitney for eight years, 
appreciates the proud sense 
of commu-
nity in the 
town and 
believes it 
is a great 
p lace to 
l ive  and 
r a i s e  a 
f a m i l y . 
Joel and 
his wife, Amanda, have three 
children, 11-year-old Jaxon, sev-
en-year-old Emerson and one-
year-old Cyrus. Joel graduated 
from Midwestern University as 
a doctor of veterinary medicine 
in June 2022 and is the newest 
veterinarian at Bosque County 
Veterinary Clinic in Meridian. 
He has a passion for educating 
clients about animal health and 
building strong relationships 
within the community. Joel is 
a part of King Memorial UMC, 
American Veterinary Medical 
Association, Texas Animal 
Health Commission and Amer-
ican Association of Bovine Prac-
titioners. In his free time, Joel 
enjoys spending time with his 
family, working cows, fi shing, 
hunting and being outdoors. 
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SELF-STORAGE

254-655-6641
www.StorageInWhitney.com
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47th Annual Pioneer Days 47th Annual Pioneer Days 
downtown this Saturdaydowntown this Saturday

Part of this year's Pioneer 
Days contests and festivities 
will be a baby photo contest for 
children under the age of four in 
the Hill County area.

Photos will be displayed 
during the annual festival in 
downtown Whitney in the 
windows of The Lakelander 
Newspaper offi ce. The winners 
will be announced during the 
event. 

Judges will choose first 
through third place winners, 
and the public will choose a fan 
favorite. The fan favorite will be 
a fund raiser, and all the money 
raised will be donated to the 
Lake Whitney Food Bank. Votes 
will be $1 each, and votes can 
be placed at the Pioneer Days 
festival. 

For more information, call 
Sheri Rogers at 254-205-8756.

Museum open Museum open 
for Pioneer Daysfor Pioneer Days

The Whitney Area Mu-
seum will be open from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. during Pio-
neer Days Saturday, October 
1. The museum is currently 
displaying a themed exhibit 
called "The Women of Whit-
ney," which includes clothing 
and information about wom-
en from different eras.

Food bank open Food bank open 
in Laguna Parkin Laguna Park

The monthly distribution by 
the Laguna Park Mobile Food 
Pantry, provided by the Tarrant 
Area Food Bank, will be held 
Saturday, October 1, from 11:30 
a.m. until 1:30 p.m. or until 
food runs out, whichever comes 
fi rst. It will be at Wings of Faith 
Christian Fellowship, located at 
140 CR 1700 in Laguna Park. 
The pantry is free to anyone 
who needs food, and there is 
no restriction as to address. 
For more information, email 
lovebridgesall@yahoo.com or 
call 254-707-7123.

Unemployment down in Unemployment down in 
Hill, Bosque countiesHill, Bosque counties

Hill County CASA now registering Hill County CASA now registering 
for upcoming volunteer trainingfor upcoming volunteer training

Birthdays
 Happy birthday to Sam 
Redding on October 3. Love, 
Our Savior Lutheran Church

Anniversaries
 Happy anniversary to Pete 
and Martha Rousseau on 
October 3. Love, Our Savior 
Lutheran Church

Homecoming Nominees Selected

Whitney High School will crown its homecoming queen and king during halftime of Friday night's home-
coming football game at Wildcat Stadium. Pictured above are this year's nominees: freshman princess 
- Brooklyn Hill and Kambrie Vanlandingham; sophomore princess - Kyla Sneed and Andrea Figueroa; 
junior princess - Caroline Scarborough and Hope Ivers; senior homecoming queen nominees - Ragynn 
Ruesch, Paulina Delgado, Caitlyn Hanna and Caitlin Poore; senior king nominees - Cade Baker, Tamarius 
Harris-Green, Kannon Watson and Kaden Auten. Kickoff against Dallas Madison is set for 7:30 p.m.

The Lake Whitney Cham-
ber of Commerce will present 
the 47th annual Pioneer Days 
Saturday, October 1, with the 
annual carnival getting under-
way Thursday evening and 
continuing through Saturday's 
festival.
 Carnival games and rides will 
operate in the downtown area 
from 6 to 9 p.m. Thursday and 
Friday evenings, and the fun will 
continue on Saturday. Thursday 
and Friday, $20 wristbands will 
be sold. A wristband gains rid-
ers at least 36 inches tall access 
to all the rides.
 Opening ceremonies for this 
year's festival will be held at 
8:50 a.m. Saturday with Mayor 
Jerry Barker welcoming those 
in attendance and booths open-
ing to the public.
 Vendors will offer food, 
drinks, crafts, novelties and oth-
er items for sale throughout the 

downtown area. Entertainment 
is also scheduled throughout 
the day.
 The annual Pioneer Days 
parade always draws the day's 
biggest crowd, and lineup will 
begin around 1:30 p.m. with 
the parade expected to begin 
at about 2:30 p.m.
 The parade wi l l  travel 
through downtown streets and 
include VIP vehicles, dancers, 
the Whitney High School band, 
fi rst responders, fl oats designed 
by local organizations and busi-
nesses, clowns, horses and 
much more.
 Spectators are asked to stay 
close to sidewalks and out of 
streets for safety.
 This year's festival will be 
held the same weekend as 
Whitney's homecoming foot-
ball game, and the chamber 
invites any former Whitney 
High School students partici-

pating in homecoming activities 
or reunions to join in the fun 
downtown.
 A complete schedule of 
events can be found in the cen-
ter spread of this edition.
 A fi lm crew will obtain foot-
age of Whitney's Pioneer Days 
for a new television station out 
of Houston. This fi lmed event 
will be the fi rst in a series of 
shows directed and produced 
by Sue Land and her production 
company, Chalk Peak Produc-
tions. 
 Further information on the 
footage that could potentially 
lead to a larger project involv-
ing Whitney's history will be 
published in a future issue of 
The Lakelander Newspaper. 
 For more information or 
questions about any of this 
year's activities, contact the 
Lake Whitney Chamber of 
Commerce at 254-694-2540.

Longtime Whitney educator Longtime Whitney educator 
named parade grand marshalnamed parade grand marshal
Selected as grand marshal of 

this year's Pioneer Days parade 
was Betty Ayers Higginbotham.

This year's honoree has lived 
in Whitney for 57 years, teach-
ing the fourth and fi fth grades 
for 28 of those years. In 1991, 
she became principal of Whit-
ney Elementary School. 

She retired in 2001 after 38 
years in the education system. 
She loved every student who 
was in a class of hers and says 
that today she still holds every 
one of them in her heart.  

After being in retirement for 
several years, she returned to 
teaching as a substitute teacher. 
She fi nally retired completely, 
stating that the students deserved younger teachers, but she loved 
every minute she spent with them in the classroom.

Many in the Whitney community were her students, and they 
now have children and even grandchildren of their own. 

Her own two children, Mark Ayers and April McKinney, 
both graduated from Whitney High School, where April is the 
high school librarian. Her three granddaughters, Abigail Ayers, 
Madeline Ayers Justice and Macy McKinney, also graduated 
from Whitney.

Baby photo Baby photo 
contest set contest set 
for Saturdayfor Saturday

Court-Appoint-
ed Special Advo-
cates (CASA) of 
Hill County has 
scheduled a se-
ries of training 
sessions for new 
volunteers to be-
gin Tuesday, Oc-
tober 25.  

P re - s e r v i c e 
training will con-
sist of 30 hours 
of in-person and 
online training 
plus at least two 
hours of court ob-
servation. 

In-person ses-
sions will be held 
at the CASA of-
fice, located at 66 West Elm 
Street in Hillsboro.

CASA is central to fulfi lling 
society’s most fundamental ob-
ligation by making sure a qual-

Hill and Bosque county un-
employment rates dropped 
from July to August, accord-
ing to data recently released 
by the Texas Workforce Com-
mission (TWC). 

Hill County's unemploy-
ment rate decreased to 3.9% 
in August. That is down from 
July's rate of 4.1% and signifi-
cantly lower than the same 
period last year, when the 
August 2021 rate was 4.7%. 

There were 668 unemployed 
individuals in the county in 
August out of a total labor 
force of 17,099.

The Bosque County unem-
ployment rate was reported 
at 3.8% in August, down from 
July's rate of 3.9% and the 
August 2021 rate of 4.5%.

There were 326 unemployed 
Bosque County residents out 
of a total labor force of 8,692 
in August.

The Texas seasonally ad-
justed unemployment rate was 
4.1 percent, an increase of 0.1 
percentage points from July 
2022. This marks the first in-
crease in the state unemploy-

ment rate since April 2020.
Statewide in August, Tex-

as added a total of 16,400 
nonfarm jobs. For the tenth 
consecutive month, the state 
set new employment highs as 
total nonfarm employment 
reached 13,530,100. Texas 
has added a total of 726,900 
positions since August 2021.

“Private industry jobs are 
up more than six percent 
from this time last year, and 
Texas employers continue to 
expand their workforces,” said 
TWC Chairman Bryan Daniel. 
“TWC will continue to sup-
port both employers and job 
seekers with programs aimed 
at training Texans for high-
wage, high-demand careers.”

Professional and business 
services led private industry 
job growth in August with 
5,200 positions added, fol-
lowed by education and health 
services, which grew by 3,800 
jobs. Financial activities add-
ed 2,800 jobs. Also of note, 
government gained 8,100 jobs 
over the month.

Hill County Court at Law Judge Matt Crain swore in new Court-Appointed Special 
Advocates Tuesday, September 13, to serve local children through CASA of Hill County. 
Pictured (l to r) are Brittney Hejl, Lisa Hurt, Brittany Kellum and Destanie Eastman. 

ifi ed, compassionate adult will 
fi ght for and protect a child’s 
right to be safe, to be treated 
with dignity and respect, and to 
learn and grow in the security 

of a loving family.
CASA volunteers are every-

day people who are committed 
to making a difference for chil-

CommunityCommunity
Bonfi re Bonfi re 

WednesdayWednesday
The Whitney Athletic 

Booster Club will hold a 
homecoming bonfire for 
the community at 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday, Septem-
ber 28, in the field be-
hind Cedar Creek Baptist 
Church. 

In attendance will be 
Whitney High School and 
Whitney Middle School 
football players, cheer-
leaders, band members, 
volleyball players, WHS 
Royelles, members of the 
Whitney Wildcat Football 
League, members of the 
Whitney Youth Associa-
tion and others.

The church is located 
at 5643 Farm Road 933 in 
Whitney.
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