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Lake Watch
Lake Level

on November 27

525.84
Normal Elevation 533.00’

Lake Watch is provided by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

on Lake Whitney

Know Your Know Your 
NeighborNeighbor

Jessika Wohleb, director of 
Fishers Christian Preschool, 
graduated from Whitney High 
School, and she moved back 
t o  W h i t -
ney about 
s ix  years 
ago.  About 
F i s h e r s 
Christ ian 
Preschool, 
J e s s i k a 
said, "Our 
efforts to 
open started September 2021 
and we’ve been open since 
August 2022... I love watching 
our children grow in their 
love for learning and their 
love for Jesus." Jessika and 
her husband Brandon Wohleb 
have three children, Braden, 
Rylla and Brekken. In her free 
time, Jessika enjoys running, 
hiking and caring for her hob-
by farm. Jessika is a member 
of Whitney Church of Christ, 
and she loves the close-knit 
community of Whitney.

see LAKELINE on page 2

Please Support Our Local VFDsPlease Support Our Local VFDs
Church of Christ

Downtown Whitney • 694-2311

Some come to church to 
answer a calling.
Some come to avoid one.
Sometimes, unplugging your phone lets you
plug into something far better. Try the peace
that comes from worshiping Jesus Christ.

Across from SONIC

AMERICAN
SELF-STORAGE

254-655-6360254-655-6360
www.StorageInWhitney.com

CHECK OUT OUR SPECIALS AT

Whitney's Christmas parade, Whitney's Christmas parade, 

MHMC to host MHMC to host 
free clinic Sat.free clinic Sat.

Mission Hillsboro Medical 
Clinic, located at 120 East 
Franklin Street in Hillsboro, 
will be open Saturday, De-
cember 3, for its first Saturday 
clinic. Registration begins at 6 
a.m. Residents of Hill County 
without medical insurance are 
eligible to be seen. Patients 
are seen on a first-come, first-
served basis with proof of 
address. Leave a message at 
254-479-1489 for more infor-
mation.

Area museum Area museum 
open Saturdayopen Saturday
 The Whitney Area Museum 
will be open Saturday, Decem-
ber 3, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
The Whitney museum is locat-
ed at 303 North Brazos Street 
in Whitney. A free offering to 
the community, the museum 
does not charge visitors a 
cover fee, but donations are 
always accepted.

Food bank open Food bank open 
in Laguna Parkin Laguna Park
The monthly distribution by 
the Laguna Park Mobile Food 
Pantry, provided by the Tarrant 
Area Food Bank, will be held 
Saturday, December 3,  from 
11:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. or 
until food runs out, whichever 
comes first. It will be at Wings 
of Faith Christian Fellowship, 
located at 140 CR 1700 in Lagu-
na Park. The pantry is free to 
anyone who needs food, and 
there is no restriction as to 
address. For more information, 
email lovebridgesall@yahoo.
com or call 254-707-7123.

'Chicago Fire' actor holds Hill County 'Chicago Fire' actor holds Hill County 
hometown close to his hearthometown close to his heart
 During his senior year in high 
school, Jake Lockett acted on 
stage for the first time, playing 
Reverend Canon Chasuble in 
“The Importance of Being Er-
nest” in Aquilla High School’s 
2003 one-act play. Lockett, who 
has now been acting profession-
ally for 10 years, has come a 
long way since his first acting 
performance in his hometown. 
In his latest acting project, he 
joined the cast of "Chicago Fire" 
in the premiere episode of season 
11, which aired Wednesday, 
September 21 on NBC. 
 Lockett spent his childhood 
in Aquilla embracing family and 
participating in the small town’s 
football, basketball, baseball and 
track teams. Since his dad volun-
teered for the Aquilla Volunteer 
Fire Department, Lockett saw 
the life of a volunteer firefighter 
up close at a young age. Little 
did he know, he would grow 
up to play a firefighter on an 
award-winning NBC series, 
"Chicago Fire."
 Lockett plays firefighter Sam 
Carver, who is a former class-
mate of Lieutenant Stella Kidd. 
Carver and Kidd, played by 
Miranda Rae Mayo, start off on a 
tense note due to the rivalry they 
had in the academy. Carver is 
introduced in season 11 as a man 
of mystery with an unexplained 
scar on his arm, who has to prove 
himself to Kidd.
 Although Lockett is different 
from his character Sam Carver, 
he identifies with Carver’s work 
ethic. 
 Lockett said, “I relate to Sam 
in a few ways, but I think the 
main one is how willing he is to 
do the job, to do the hard work. 
One of my favorite things that 
I think was instilled in me be-
cause of where I grew up is how 
important it is to work hard and 
give it 100%. Sam has his own 
demons, but when he is on the 
job, he really gives it his all. He 
does everything he can to get it 
right and do the job to the best 
of his abilities. In fact, he tries 
to do the job better than anyone 
else can. That resonates a lot 
with me.”
 Lockett learned the value of 
hard work at a young age. His 
grandfather taught him how to 
weld, and he has worked in a 
range of jobs. He managed his 
own lawn mowing service with 
help from his dad, worked in 
an automotive shop, built met-
al buildings, chopped cotton, 
worked cattle and drove tractors 
for local farmers. 

Actor Jake Lockett has landed numerous roles in f ilm and television 
since he gave his f irst on-stage performance in a play for Aquilla High 
School, and he now plays the newest f iref ighter at Firehouse 51 in 
season 11 of "Chicago Fire." Photo provided by NBC

Pictured above is Jake Lockett as Sam Carver in "Chicago Fire," season 
11 episode six. The mid-season f inale of season 11 will air Wednesday, 
December 7 on NBC at 9/8 p.m. Central. Photo provided by NBC

Hill Co. burn ban expires, Hill Co. burn ban expires, 
fireworks decision Dec. 13fireworks decision Dec. 13

Best decorated business Best decorated business 
competition planned Sat.competition planned Sat.

Bosque County Sheriff's Bosque County Sheriff's 
Office makes drug arrestsOffice makes drug arrests

 Lockett has many family mem-
bers in Aquilla, as that is where 
most of his mom’s relatives live. 
He grew up surrounded by peo-
ple he loved in the rural lifestyle. 
 “We are a tight-knit group, and 
everybody knows everything, 
and it probably kept us out of 
trouble that way,” Lockett said. 
“There is so much power in 
having people you love close to 
you, and having that growing up, 
even though I probably didn’t 
understand it or know it at the 
time, it definitely was a real 
blessing.”
 Lockett said that acting on 
"Chicago Fire" is a dream come 
true for him, and he is so glad 

that he found a career he is pas-
sionate about. After graduating 
from Aquilla High School, he 
went on to attend Texas A&M 
University, where he obtained a 
degree in aerospace engineering 
with a minor in German.
 Lockett said, “I knew what I 
was good at and just made the 
assumption that that’s what I 
should do. Definitely if I look 
back on it, there are hints of me 
wanting to do this, but given that 
there wasn’t a clear path, I just 
felt like I didn’t have a way to do 
it.”
 After he graduated from col-
lege, Lockett became a stress 

see LOCKETT on back

tree lighting set for Saturdaytree lighting set for Saturday
 The City of Whitney will 
honor Hill County firefighters 
and the citizens of Whitney 
and surrounding areas this year 
with "A Country Christmas" 
Saturday, December 3, starting 
at 6 p.m.
 The lighted parade will begin 
at 6 p.m. and will be followed 
by a tree lighting, caroling and 
a time to visit with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus.
 The parade will begin on San 
Jacinto Street near Whitney In-
termediate School. Then it will 
take a left on Washington Ave-
nue, cross Colorado Street and 
go to San Marcus Street, take a 

left on San Marcus Street and 
a left on Polk  Street, returning 
back to San Jacinto Street.
 The parade grand marshal 
will be Andy Anderson, chief 
meteorologist for KCEN TV 
Channel 6.
 To make the City of Whitney 
community Christmas tree more 
personal, event organizers are 
encouraging community mem-
bers to bring a personalized or-
nament with their name and the 
date to place on the Christmas 
tree in Whitney. Organizers ask 
that the ornaments are unbreak-
able, made of plastic or wood.
 Whitney community mem-

bers can write their own name 
on the personalized ornament 
or the name of a loved one who 
has passed to commemorate 
them. Those who wish to bring 
an ornament can gather at the 
Christmas tree in Downtown 
Whitney at 5 p.m. so that they 
can hang their ornament on the 
tree before the parade starts.
 Entry forms for the parade 
can be picked up at Whitney 
City Hall or Lake Whitney Pub-
lic Library and will be accepted 
until Wednesday, November 30.
 For more information or to 
sign up for the parade, contact 
Pam Townley at 254-266-3405.

 Hill County commissioners 
discussed the county’s burn ban 
during a meeting held Tuesday 
morning, November 22, and 
opted to let the ban expire at 
midnight Thursday, November 
24.
 Emergency Services District 
(ESD) 1 President Ken Goins 
told the court that he would 
like to see the burn ban stay on 
heading into a potentially dry 
winter, but with recent rainfall 
improving ground moisture, the 
court opted to let the ban expire 
and revisit the issue. 
 County Judge Justin Lewis 
said that conditions will be reas-
sessed at the court’s next regular 
meeting on December 13, and 
if the situation worsens before 
then, a special meeting can be 
called. 
 The court will also consider 
whether to allow aerial firework 
sales for the holidays based on 
conditions at the time of the 
December 13 meeting.
 In other action, commission-
ers approved the purchase of 
lighting for the veteran memo-
rial on the northeast corner 
of the courthouse square. The 

lights that illuminated the me-
morial were recently removed 
as the Hillsboro Heritage League 
works to install period-style light 
poles on the square. The court 
approved an expense of $3,300 
to install new lights at the me-
morial.
 After receiving bids from 
several companies, the court ac-
cepted a bid from Pattillo Brown 
& Hill to perform the county’s 
required audits for 2022 through 
2024. The company’s bid came 
in at about $38,000, while other 
bids received ranged from ap-
proximately $50,000 to $60,000.
 The court also approved an 
extension to the due date for 
proposals from companies in-
terested in providing inmate 
medical services. The new due 
date will be December 15.
 Commissioners accepted a 
$6,000 donation from COH 
Holdings for repairs to HCR 
2131. The company has built 
several homes on the county 
road and provided the funds for 
improvements.
 A change order to the agree-
ment with Azbell Electronics 

The Bosque County Sher-
iff's Office Narcotics Enforce-
ment Team concluded an 
investigation into a narcotics 
trafficking operation based in 
Hill County Friday, November 
25.

According to the sheriff's 
office, investigators converged 
on an active narcotics trans-
action in the parking lot of 
the Cedron Creek Package 
Store located on FM 1713, 
just inside Bosque County, at 
approximately 9:30 a.m.  

Authorities emphasized 
that the business was closed 
at the time and had no partic-
ipation, knowledge or involve-
ment in this incident.

On scene,  Jason James 
Payne and Rose Mary Payne of 
Hill County were apprehend-

ed. A third suspect was also 
apprehended, and positive 
identification was pending.

Investigators seized 28 
grams of heroin-based ecstasy 
and 1,200 “hits” of LSD, along 
with approximately $3,600 
in cash.

The suspects were booked 
into the Bosque County jail 
on charges of manufacture/
delivery of a controlled sub-
stance, penalty group 1A, over 
80 abuse units under 4,000 
abuse units and manufacture/
delivery of a controlled sub-
stance penalty group 1 over 
four grams under 200 grams. 
Both charges are first-degree 
felonies.

According to the sheriff's 
office, future arrests are pend-
ing based on the investigation.

 The City of Whitney is 
extending an invitation to 
all local businesses to spread 
holiday joy by taking part 
in a best decorated business 
competition.
 The competition will be 
judged Saturday, December 
3, the day of the Christmas 
parade and tree lighting down-
town. The contest will be 
judged by a person who is not 
a Whitney native to promote 
objectivity. Business owners 
are encouraged to light up 

the city and give customers a 
warm welcome with decora-
tions. 
 The winner will receive a 
plaque to be displayed until the 
following year, complete with 
the name of the business and 
the year of the award.
 Forms for the best decorated 
business competition can be 
picked up at Whitney City Hall. 
Participants can return their 
forms to Whitney City Hall, or 
send a photo of their forms to 
Pam Townley at 254-266-3405.

Salvation Army Angel Tree Salvation Army Angel Tree 
Applications Now AvailableApplications Now Available

Applications are now available for the Hill County Salvation 
Army Angel Tree program.

Applications for children from newborns to age 13 are avail-
able at the Hill County Salvation Army office in Whitney and 
Walmart in Hillsboro.

For families with teenagers ages 13 through 17, applications 
are available at Eastland Title Company, 69 West Franklin Street 
in Hillsboro, and Texas Through Time, located at 110 North 
Waco Street in Hillsboro.

The deadline to return applications is Friday, December 2.
The Hill County Salvation Army office is located at 108 North 

Colorado Street in Whitney and can be reached at 254-707-1401.

see COURT on page 3
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107 N. Lavaca St., Whitney  • 254-694-5997

Looking BackLooking Back
Excerpts from the Whitney Messenger archives

 

Refreshments served 9-2 PM 

Featuring the Whitney High School Jazz Choir at 10:00 AM 
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•Refreshments served 9-2 PM
•Featuring the Whitney High School Jazz Choir at 10:00 AM
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Hill County Title Co.

West Side of Square • P.O. Box 297 • Hillsboro, Texas 76645

“the right choice
                    in title insurance”

Ask for

Jennifer M. Folsom-Nowlin, Manager
jf.hatco@sbcglobal.net

Abstract - Title Insurance Since 1853

     Phone                                          Telecopier No.  
254-582-5396                 254-582-9728

LL- 5ci
$35/ week
11-30-22
12-7-22

LL- 4ci
$28/ week
11-30-22
12-7-22

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
of property at AFFORDABLE SELF STORAGE located at 101 E. ADAMS AVE. in 
Whitney, TX 76692.   

Sale it to satisfy a Landlords Lien and will be held  “ONLINE” at  www.storagetreasures.com
 Bidding will conclude on Thursday,  December 15, 2022 at or after 10:00 a.m. 
Unit items sold for cash to the highest bidder.

Units may contain appliances, baby items, books, household furniture, lawn and garden 
items, clothing, contractor supplies, equipment, memorabilia, tools, electronics, boxes, 
totes, tubs and other items often not visible. Property includes the contents of spaces of the 
following Tenants:  JERRY HANDY, TONI WELCH, RIC MORGAN, KASCHA BUSBY, 
SARA DINGRANDO, SUZANNE FAGAN, GEORGIANN HINKLE, THASHA BLACK 
CHRISTOPHER WELLS, KRISTIN WILSON, MARTIN MENDEZ JR., JUSTIN 
BLAKE, JENNIFER WILSON, JOSEPH WARD, LANA WHITFIELD, DANTAY 
OWENS, AND ZACH LAVENDER.  Seller reserves the right to withdraw the contents of 
any space before the sale is final if tenant settles account. For more info call 254-655-6332.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

of property at AMERICAN SELF STORAGE located at 1401 N.  BRAZOS STREET  in 
Whitney, TX 76692.  

Sale it to satisfy a Landlords Lien and will be held  “ONLINE” at  www.storagetreasures.com
 Bidding will conclude on Thursday, July 28, 2022 at or after 10:00 a.m. Unit items 
sold for cash to the highest bidder.

Units may contain appliances, baby items, books, household furniture, lawn and garden 
items, clothing, contractor supplies, equipment, memorabilia, tools, electronics, boxes, 
totes, tubs and other items often not visible. Property includes the contents of spaces of the 
following Tenants: DIAMOND DANGEL, MILDRED LISTER, JEFF KILPATRICK, SARA 
WOOD AND MERSADIES WALKER.  Seller reserves the right to withdraw the contents of 
any space before the sale is final if tenant settles account. For more info call 254-694-7867.

Morgan ISD is looking for bus drivers to drive our teams to away 
games. The candidate needs to have the passenger endorsement 

and be certified to operate a school bus. The candidate must 
have the ability to safely and legally operate our school buses to 

transport students and coaches to sports and other activities. The 
driver will be paid $20 per hour from the time the bus leaves until 

the bus returns. For more information, please contact Jason O. 
Whitney, MISD Transportation Director, at 254-635-2311

BUS DRIVER NEEDEDBUS DRIVER NEEDED LL or TB?
4CI $28 per week
10/19/22-?
Bill Morgan ISD

Chamber taking nominations for boardChamber taking nominations for board
The Lake Whitney Chamber of Commerce is accepting nominations 

for chamber directors for 2023-2025. Those interested should notify 
the chamber office no later than Thursday, December 15. Five directors 
will be elected to serve for two years. A chamber director puts in many 
hours on various chamber programs, events and monthly meetings. 
For more information, email info@lakewhitneychamber.com or call 
the chamber office at 254-694-2540.

Assessment Assessment 
underway at underway at 
Cell BlockCell Block
 Architexas,  a Dallas-based 
architecture firm specializing 
in historic preservation, was 
on the grounds of the Hill 
County Cell Block Museum 
this month to meet with the 
museum’s board of directors. 
The purpose of the visit was to 
begin the assessment process 
of the grounds and building to 
determine the costs necessary 
for repairs and preservation of 
the museum.
 This is not Architexas’ first 
project in Hill County. The 
architecture firm was respon-
sible for the restoration of the 
Hill County Courthouse after 
the 1993 fire that razed the 
original structure.
 During their visit, associ-
ates from Architexas surveyed 
the exterior and interior of 
the building for damage and 
deterioration, reviewed exist-
ing site drainage issues,  con-
firmed field measurements 
for the museum floor plans 
and exterior elevations, pho-
tographed the building, and re-
viewed the site and building 
for potential ADA access.
 A fo l lowup meet ing  i s 
scheduled for mid-December 
to discuss Architexas’ findings 
and to determine what the 
next steps are for repairs and 
preservation.
 Membership dues from the 
general public are critical to 
keep the museum on a trajec-
tory to repair the building and 
reopen its doors to the general 
public. Dues are as follows: 
$5 student, $25 individual, 
$35 family, $100 contributor 
(individual or corporate).
 Dues extend from January 
to December of each cal -
endar year. Contact Execu-
tive Director Holly Harris at 
uswim2017@gmail.com for 
more information.

Santa Claus to visit Veterans PardnersSanta Claus to visit Veterans Pardners

Siren testing to begin in town MondaySiren testing to begin in town Monday

HCRTA to meet HCRTA to meet 
in Hillsboro in Hillsboro 
December 6December 6
 The Hill County Retired 
Teachers Association invites all 
members to join in a tour of the 
Hillsboro City Library Tuesday, 
December 6, at 10 a.m. 
 Members will learn about the 
interesting history of the build-
ing itself, located at 118 South 
Waco Street, and learn about 
future expansion plans and 
resources available to residents. 
 After the library tour, the 
group will meet for lunch at 
Overflow Coffee, located at 60 
West Elm Street.
 Call Linda at 254-221-0101 to 
RSVP for the tour and/or lunch.

State Park closed for hunt Dec. 5-9State Park closed for hunt Dec. 5-9
Lake Whitney State Park has announced that it will be closed 

for a public drawn hunt the week of December 5-9. The park will 
close at 4:30 p.m. Sunday, December 4, and reopen at 2 p.m. 
Friday, December 9.  No visitors are permitted in the park during 
this time. Gates will be closed to vehicle and pedestrian traffic.

The Book Club will be meet-
ing Tuesday, December 13 to 
select their books for 2023. 
Call the library at 254-694-
4639 for the time and location. 
If you prefer, you may drop 
your suggestions at the front 
desk no later than December 
8.

The library would appreci-
ate any gently used Christmas 
decorations to add to the spir-
it of the season at the library.

The Whitney VFW is meet-
ing at the library this Thurs-
day, December 1, at 6 p.m. All 
are invited.

This Saturday, December 3, 
the City of Whitney presents 
“A Country Christmas” hon-
oring Hill County firefighters. 
There will be a lighted parade 
at 6 p.m., the tree lighting, 
Santa and Mrs. Claus and 
caroling.

Call Pam Townley for more 
information at 254-266-3405.

About Us
 The library is located at 
602 East Jefferson Avenue in 
Whitney and can be reached 
at 254-694-4639. You may 
also visit the library website 
at www.whitneylibrary.org. 
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 Santa and Mrs. Claus will be visiting Veterans Pardners on the 
following Saturdays: December 3, 10 and 17, from 10 a.m. until noon 
and from 1 p.m. until 4 p.m. They will also be there December 21 
through December 23. Veterans Pardners is located at 105 North 
Colorado Street in Whitney. Those interested can RSVP for free 
photo opportunities. 

Santa's Angels in Laguna ParkSanta's Angels in Laguna Park
 West Shore Civic Association has kicked off the 2022 Santa's 
Angels of Laguna Park and food drive program. WSCA is taking 
applications, which may be obtained at the Laguna Park Library or 
by emailing wscatexas@gmail.com. They are due by December 8. 
Families assisted must live in Laguna Park. Donations may be made 
to West Shore Civic Association, 560 FM 3118, Clifton, TX 76634 
or made via PayPal. Email the address above for more information.

 The Whitney Volunteer Fire Department has announced that it will 
begin testing the outdoor warning siren in town on the first Monday 
of each month at noon. The next scheduled test will be Monday, De-
cember 5. In the event of stormy weather on the regular test day, the 
department will test the siren on the next fair weather weekday.

Senior center open TuesdaysSenior center open Tuesdays
Lake Whitney Senior Center is open every Tuesday from 9 a.m. – 1 

p.m. Meals are provided without charge, but donations are accepted. 
Participants enjoy activities, guest speakers, crafts, games and fellow-
ship. A fun, casual Bible study is also held from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. To 
reserve lunch, call Lynda at 254-332-0041. The senior center is locat-
ed at 503 North Colorado Street in Whitney.

LW Public 
Library  
News
Denise Carter, Library Director

 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office took a subject into 
custody at 8:30 a.m. Monday, 
November 21.
 According to reports, a 
20-year-old Whitney man 
was taken into custody at 
the Community Supervision 
and Corrections Department. 
Markelle Anderson had a 
motion to adjudicate guilt on 
a charge of aggravated sexual 
assault of a child. 
 Deputy Preston Cardwell 
made the arrest and booked 
the subject into the Hill Coun-
ty Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office made an inmate trans-
fer at 12:40 p.m. Monday, 
November 21.
 According to reports, au-
thorities transferred a 22-year-
old Fort Worth man from the 
Tarrant County Jail  for a 
motion to adjudicate guilt on 
a charge of possession of child 
pornography.
 Deputy Preston Cardwell 
made the arrest and booked 
the subject into the Hill Coun-
ty Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 An inmate transfer was 
made by the Hil l  County 
Sheriff ’s Office at 1:24 p.m. 
Monday, November 21.
 Reports  indicated that 
authorit ies  transferred a 
22-year-old Temple man from 

Hill County Sheriff’s Report
the Travis County Jail on a 
charge of failure to comply 
with sex offender’s duty to 
register for life annually, and 
Benjamin Lamb had a motion 
to adjudicate guilt on a charge 
of sexual assault of a child.
 Deputy Mike Knight made 
the arrest and booked the 
subject into the Hill County 
Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office took a subject into 
custody at 4:40 p.m. Monday, 
November 21.
 According to reports, au-
thorities took a 28-year-old 
Joshua man into custody at 
the Community Supervision 
and Corrections Department. 
He was charged with manufac-
ture or delivery of a controlled 
substance between four and 
200 grams.
 Deputy Spencer Batchelor 
made the arrest and booked 
the subject into the Hill Coun-
ty Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 An arrest was made by the 
Hill County Sheriff ’s Office at 
8:38 p.m. Monday, November 
21.
 Reports indicated that au-
thorities made contact with 
a 42-year-old Marlin man at 
the intersection of Highway 
31 and HCR 3363 in Hubbard. 
He had out-of-county warrants 
for possession of a controlled 
substance between four and 
200 grams and possession of 
a controlled substance under 
one gram.
 Casey Tatum’s bonds were 
set at $50,000 for one of the 
charges, and he is being held 
without bond for the other 
charge.
 Deputy RJ Denson made 
the arrest and booked the 
subject into the Hill County 
Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office made an arrest at 11:30 
a.m. Tuesday, November 22.
 According to reports, au-
thorities made contact with 
a 42-year-old Whitney man 

on North Waco Street in 
Hillsboro. He was charged 
with theft of property less 
than $2,500 with a previous 
conviction.
 Deputy Preston Cardwell 
made the arrest and booked 
the subject into the Hill Coun-
ty Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 An inmate transfer was 
made by the Hill County Sher-
iff ’s Office, and a subject was 
booked into jail at 10:21 p.m. 
Wednesday, November 16.
 Reports  indicated that 
authorit ies  transferred a 
55-year-old man from the Roll-
ing Plains Regional Jail for 
release of surety on a charge 
of possession of a controlled 
substance between four and 
200 grams.
 Deputy Rebecca Lord made 
the arrest and booked the 
subject into the Hill County 
Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office took a subject into 
custody and booked him into 
jail at 7:43 p.m. Wednesday, 
November 16.
 Accord ing  to  repor t s , 
authorities took a 35-year-
old man into custody at the 
Community Supervision and 
Corrections Department for 
criminal mischief between 
$100 and $750.
 Investigator Robert White 
made the arrest and booked  
the subject into the Hill Coun-
ty Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff's 
Office made an arrest at 2:33 
a.m. Sunday, November 20.
 According to reports, au-
thorities made contact with a 
53-year-old Whitney woman 
in the 3200 block of Farm 
Road 933 in Whitney. She was 
charged with assault causing 
bodily injury to a family mem-
ber. 
 Deputy Aaron Stone made 
the arrest and booked the sub-
ject into the Hill County Law 
Enforcement Center.

**********
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The Lakelander
Publications

Locally owned & operated.
Dedicated to serving the people, communities

 & businesses of the Lake Whitney area.

Any correspondence should be sent to the publisher at:
The Lakelander, Inc.

P.O. Box 1727 • Whitney, TX  76692
Phone  254-694-4344 • Fax 254-694-2175 

 Email: news@lakelander.com

April Sanders, Publisher
NEWSPAPER  STAFF

Shannon Cottongame • Mari Rodriguez 
 Ellie Mahan •Tessa Ray

 Any erroneous reflection cast upon the character, reputation or 
community standing of any person firm or organization appearing in 
the columns of this paper will be duly corrected when brought to the 
attention of the publisher.
 All material submitted for publication becomes the property of  this 
establishment. Accuracy of copy submitted is the sole responsibility of 
the advertiser or news contributor.
 The newspaper staff reserves the right to reject, edit or omit any ad, 
news item, letter to the editor, or picture for any reason or to change 
the classification to conform with the policies of this publication. 
 Any fraudulent, dishonest or misleading article found in the paper 
is without the knowledge of the publisher and should be reported 
immediately.
 Deadlines - All news articles, and  display and classified advertis-
ing must be submitted before 3 p.m. Friday before each Wednesday 
edition. The office is open to the public: Tuesday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; and closed Saturday, Sunday and Monday.
 Classified Advertising -  (Buy-Sell-Trade) Rates begin at $15 for 
the first 20 words and 20¢ per word thereafter. (Business Classifieds 
begin at $15 per week)
 Subscriptions - For  addresses outside our total market coverage 
mailing area are $60 per year. Requests for subscriptions must be 
accompanied by the subscription rate.
 Letters to the Editor - Should be kept to 300 words or less and must 
include name, signature, address and telephone number of author.
  Letters will not be accepted anonymously or published without the 
name of the author. Letters published are the decision of the editor, and 
all decisions are final. Letters of political nature, memorials, tributes, 
and poems are considered advertising and the current advertising rate 
will be applied.
 All political announcements, advertising and thank you notes must 
be paid in advance of publication and will be assessed the regular 
column inch rate, and must include disclaimer with representative’s 
name and mailing address. 
 Political announcements as news articles must run 3 weeks 
prior to any election date.

Circulation audited by

JOIN US THIS SUNDAY

SUNDAY SCHOOL AT 9:30AM
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP AT 10:50AM

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES AT 6:00PM

PROCLAIMING GOD'S TRUTH, IN LOVE, 
TO EVERY GENERATION

For more information about the church, visit 
www.fbcwhitney.org or call the church office

We hope to see you soon!

209 N. San Marcos • Whitney • 254.694.2555

FREE BREAKFAST
BY AMERICAN LEGION POST 522BY AMERICAN LEGION POST 522

AND VFW POST 12176AND VFW POST 12176

MAY 7TH  - 8AM TIL 10:AMMAY 7TH  - 8AM TIL 10:AM
AT AMERICAN LEGIONAT AMERICAN LEGION
303 FM 2604, WHITNEY303 FM 2604, WHITNEY

LL 
2X2 $28
4-27
5-4
BILL 400

Dec. 3rd

JJOOIINN  OOUURR  WWIISSDD  FFAAMMIILLYY  
as a Substitute Teacher! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Work a School Day Schedule. 
Choose When and Where you work 

Starting at $70 a Day! 
 
 
 
 

Whitney ISD 
254-694-2254 

 
 
 

AAppppllyy::  
www.whitney.k12.tx.us 

Click on Human Resources/Job Opportunities 
Choose Substitute Teacher 

 
Next mmaannddaattoorryy    Safety Protocol Meeting 

December 5th at 9:00 AM 
Administration Board Room 
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Work a School Day Schedule
Choose When ad Where you work

Starting at $70/day!

Apply:   www.whitney.k12.tx.us
Click on Human Resources/Job Opportunities

Choose Substitute Teacher

Next mandatory 
Safety Protocol Meeting
December 5th • 9:00am

Administration Board Room

Sitting With Santa
 Visit Santa and Mrs. Claus at Veterans Pardners,        
located at 105 North Colorado Street in Whitney. November 

26, December 3, December 10, and DeceMber 17. 
December 21- December 23. 

From 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. and from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
 RSVP for free photo opportunities. Come sit with Santa 

and join the fun! Donations are greatly appreciated.

Brought to you by
The Whitney

Church of Christ
“Because We Care”

Sunday, December 4
Topics subject to change without notice

Watch each Sunday morning:

7:30 a.m. Waco, KWTX TV
Channel 44 

7:30 a.m. KTXD TV
Channel 47

8:30 a.m. KTXA TV
Channel 21

“Do You Care?” 
How seriously do you take 
God? Does what God ways 
matter at all to you? Many 
today never give God or 
His teaching a second 
thought. One day, however, 
the choices we make will 
matter to our destiny.

12 ci Combo
$129.60
Run TFN

All Types Roofing 
 • Room Additions

Interior & Exterior Paint 
Siding & Gutters • Windows

We install Mueller Metal Roofs
FREE ESTIMATES

(888)726-4322 • (254)399-9061

Inc.

"We will meet or beat 
ANY competitor’s written estimate"

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Several Production Jobs Available

Apply in person at 
TOP NOTCH PERSONNEL

101 West Elm, Hillsboro,TX 76645 • hillsboro@topnotchpersonnel.com

Now Hiring
CNC Operators, Night Production Workers, 

Experienced Concrete Workers, Experienced 
Industrial Maintenance. Other Jobs Available Too!

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
of property at AFFORDABLE SELF STORAGE located at 101 E. ADAMS AVE. in 
Whitney, TX 76692.   

Sale it to satisfy a Landlords Lien and will be held  “ONLINE” at  www.storagetreasures.com
 Bidding will conclude on Thursday,  December 15, 2022 at or after 10:00 a.m. 
Unit items sold for cash to the highest bidder.

Units may contain appliances, baby items, books, household furniture, lawn and garden 
items, clothing, contractor supplies, equipment, memorabilia, tools, electronics, boxes, 
totes, tubs and other items often not visible. Property includes the contents of spaces of the 
following Tenants:  JERRY HANDY, TONI WELCH, RIC MORGAN, KASCHA BUSBY, 
SARA DINGRANDO, SUZANNE FAGAN, GEORGIANN HINKLE, THASHA BLACK 
CHRISTOPHER WELLS, KRISTIN WILSON, JUSTIN BLAKE, JENNIFER WILSON, 
JOSEPH WARD, LANA WHITFIELD, DANTAY OWENS, AND ZACH LAVENDER.  
Seller reserves the right to withdraw the contents of any space before the sale is final if 
tenant settles account. For more info call 254-655-6332.

Wildlife class Wildlife class 
offered by offered by 
Extension Svc.Extension Svc.

The Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service of John-
son, Bosque, Somervell and 
McLennan counties will host 
a Wildlife Nutrition Manage-
ment Class Saturday, Decem-
ber 10, at The Feed Store, 
located at 815 W Industrial 
Blvd. in Cleburne. Signs will 
be posted.

Registration will be from 
8:30 a.m. to 9 a.m. with the 
program lasting until 2 p.m. 
This program will cover wild-
life management goals, range-
land wildlife interactions, 
creating a feeding program 
and understanding commonly 
fed supplements. 

Registration fee is $30 per 
person payable at the door, 
and lunch will be provided. 

For more information or to 
pre-register for the program, 
contact the Johnson County 
Extension Office at 817-556-
6370.

to improve the sound system 
in the district courtroom was 
approved. Supply chain issues 
necessitated the purchase of 
different equipment that came 
in above the anticipated costs. 
Commissioners approved an 
additional expense of $7,052.
 Commissioners approved an 
overlap of training for Shannon 
Skilling, the incoming Precinct 
3 justice of the peace. The 
court’s action will allow Skilling 
to begin the extensive JP train-
ing before taking office.
 A final plat was approved for 
the Wideman addition, which 
involves three lots of approxi-
mately one acre each on HCR 
2106.
 The court also canvassed the 
results of the recent general 
election and approved an agree-
ment related to the Statewide 
Automated Victim Notification 
Service grant that allows vic-
tims to be notified of release 
dates and other offender status 
alerts.
 The court’s next regularly 
scheduled meeting will be Tues-
day, December 13, at 8:30 a.m. 
in the Hill County Courtroom 
of the courthouse.

COURT
continued from page 1

GOOD. Water lightly 
stained; 63 degrees; 7.56 feet 
low. 

Whitney striped bass lim-
its continue to be common on 
the main lake and upstream 
of the Katy Bridge. Look for 
the birds. Report by Michael 
Acosta, Unfair Advantage 
Charters. 

Lake Whitney is on fire 
for striped bass lures in all 
depths under the birds. Re-
port by James Davis, Davis 
Guide Service. 

Striped bass are good on 
slabs and large swimbaits in 
20-30 feet of water. Report 
by James Moore, North Tex-
as Bass Fishing and Cmoore 
Striper Guide Services.

Striped bass continue to 
be good throughout the res-
ervoir in 12-40 feet of water 
trolling umbrella-rigs with 
white or chartreuse grub 
tails or swimbaits attached, 
and the artificial lure bite 
has picked up as well. Top-
water lures work as well if 
you can find them schooling, 
but the stripers do not stay 
up long and are moving fast. 
Report provided by Kraig 
Sexton, Sexton's Guide Ser-
vice LLC, Fishing Charter, 
Marine Electronics.

Lake WhitneyLake Whitney

FISHING REPORTFISHING REPORT

That Falling Star Isn't What You Think!That Falling Star Isn't What You Think!

StartalkingStartalking
With Larry Smith, Retired Astronomy RangerWith Larry Smith, Retired Astronomy Ranger

National Park ServiceNational Park Service

Outer space is swimming 
in junk: There are hundreds 
of thousands of teeny objects 
smaller than 0.4 inches (1 cen-
timeter) that reenter the atmo-
sphere and fall to Earth. Many 
times, these objects appear to 
be meteors entering our atmo-
sphere and burning up. Some 
reach speeds of over 10,000 
MPH!

One ton of space debris 
enters the atmosphere each 
week. But that rate is an aver-
age, which means there could 
be months of inactivity fol-
lowed by several large objects 
reentering our atmosphere 
over a short period of time. 
This debris produces a con-
stant “rain” of objects falling 
back to Earth.

Yet just because an object 
enters the atmosphere doesn’t 
mean it will barrel into Earth’s 
surface. Aerospace’s debris da-
tabase tracks space junk, and 
as much as 60 percent of space 
junk disintegrates during reen-
try. Of the objects that make it 
through the atmosphere, most 
splash down in the ocean away 
from populated areas (75% of 

Earth is covered by water!) 
Still, there is more space de-
bris in the atmosphere now 
than ever before. In 2021, for 
example, more than 2,200 
space objects were registered 
for the first time with The 
United Nations’ outer space 
objects index. Most of these 
space objects are satellites, 
which are increasingly being 
used for communications and 
weather tracking.

In the past three decades, 
more than 1,500 rocket bod-
ies have reentered our atmo-
sphere. And most of them — 
more than 70 percent — were 
uncontrolled reentries. Stud-
ies show that the probability 
of one of these rocket bodies 
reentering the atmosphere 
(like China’s Long March 5B 
recently did) and actually hit-
ting someone is a 10 percent 
chance. 

Therefore, enjoy the nightly 
show—BUT you may need a 
hardhat!

Thanks for reading, and RE-
MEMBER: turn down night 
lights so that we may look up! 
Questions? Llsmith47@aol.com

Newsletter by Tricia Shelton

Happy Thanksgiving to all 
our Silver Connections mem-
bers. I hope your day was filled 
with love, laughter and enough 
good food for leftovers! I am 
thankful for each and every one 
of you for sharing your stories 
and time with us.

Please mark on your calen-
dars our last activities of the 
year. We will return to Frenkie’s 
Italian Restaurant in Hillsboro 
by the courthouse for our Lunch 
Bunch – lunch-on-our-own – 
celebration for Christmas. We 
meet on Wednesday, December 
7, at 11:30 a.m. Please RSVP if 
you plan on coming. Let’s get a 
good crowd for our final lunch 
this year.

And two other events: We 
will have our final Breakfast 
Club on Monday, December 
12, at Texas Great Country 
Café in Whitney. We always 
meet at 9 a.m. and do need your 
reservation. Bingo is on second 
Tuesday —December 13, 2-4 
p.m. — at First Presbyterian in 
Hillsboro. Remember to bring a 
wrapped or sacked inexpensive 
gift for a line prize. Our caller 
Vicki is planning a great dessert 
and there will be hot Wassill, so 
we need your reservation! And 
now’s the time to wear all those 
Christmas sweaters and t-shirts! 
For all of these events, please 
call 254-580-8888 and leave a 
message with names or email 
me at pshelton@hillrh.com.

I am seeking reservations for 
other projects we have coming 
up. If you wish to be a part of the 
next Hillsboro Matter of Balance 
class, you need to let me know 
immediately. We have room for 
six to seven more people right 
now, and when we get 12, we 
will schedule the next class. 
This is a program from the Area 
Agency on Aging and is offered 
at no cost to participants. It is a 
fall prevention program aimed at 
people 60 and older. It requires 
a commitment of one two-hour 
class a week for eight weeks, 
meeting generally in the morn-
ing. We’d like to begin around 
mid-January on the next class.

We are looking for partici-
pants who are interested in this 
same class in Whitney and have 

begun to gather names. Please 
call Tricia at 254-580-8888 to 
express your interest. We must 
have 10-12 people for this class 
to make, as well.

Membership in Silver Con-
nections is free. We offer edu-
cational programs through our 
Lunch & Learn programs and 
support groups for Arthritis 
and Alzheimer's. Travel oppor-
tunities in the U.S. – like The 
Ark Encounter next October 22 
– cruises through Grand Ameri-
can Tours and escorted overseas 
adventures through Collette 
to Jordan and Egypt and the 
Tuscany area are available now. 
We play Bingo, get together 
for breakfasts and lunches on 
our own each month for fellow-
ship, and plan other activities 
throughout the year. Before the 
end of the year, I hope you join 
us so we can CONNECT.

Mark Your CalendarsMark Your Calendars

Sponsorships Sponsorships 
for Hill County for Hill County 
Day in AustinDay in Austin

Hill County Day in Austin has 
been set for Thursday, March 16, 
2023. It will be part of next year’s 
Texas legislative session.

Charter buses will transport 
Hill County residents for a day 
of activities at the capitol visiting 
with state leaders and attending 
opening sessions for both the 
House of Representatives and 
Senate.

A catered meal will be served 
at noon at the Legislative Con-
ference Center in the capitol’s 
underground extension.

In the afternoon, state Senator 
Brian Birdwell and the county’s 
state representative, Angelia 
Orr, are expected to speak to the 
group. Representatives from key 
state agencies will be on hand in 
the afternoon to update citizens 
on legislation being considered. 

Sponsors for the event are still 
needed due to the increased costs 
of buses. Gold sponsorships are 
$500, Silver are $300 and Bronze 
are $100. The trip is hosted each 
legislative session by chambers of 
commerce from Hillsboro, Whit-
ney, Itasca and Hubbard.

For more information on serv-
ing as a sponsor, contact Art 
Mann at 254-715-1903 or email 
amann@hillsborotx.org.
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BLUM UNITED METHODIST  
208 E 5th Street,  Blum

Pastor Kaitlynn Shannon 
(Talk or Text)
254-221-6285

Sunday Services 9:30am

— Multi Denominational —
RIVER OF LIFE

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Just West of LW Dam 

at Smith Bend on FM 2114
108 CR 3625 • Clifton 

 254-622-8555
Rev. Jeff & Linda Bilton

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:20 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship 
10:30 a.m.

www.facebook.com/riveroflifetx

— Nazarene —
WHITNEY FIRST CHURCH 

OF THE NAZARENE
1103 N. Brazos St., Whitney

254-694-2949
Pastor: Billy Stone

Sunday School.....9:30am 
Fellowship.....10:30am 
Worship.....10:45 a.m.

MONDAYS
Women’s Bible Study...10:00Am

WEDNESDAYS
Bible Study...7:00pm

www.whitneynazarene.com
whitneyfcn@gmail.com    

For information on listing your church in the directory  
Call 254-694-4344 / Email ads@lakelander.com

PEORIA BAPTIST 
1347 FM 1947 • Hillsboro, Texas

Pastor - Eddie Booth
Sunday School.....10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship.....11 a.m.

PRAIRIE VALLEY BAPTIST
741 HCR 2101 – 5 mi. S. of Whitney

254-694-2056
www.prairievalleybaptist.org
Rusty Penney, Senior Pastor

Chris Eller, Interim Youth Pastor
Joann Penney, Children’s Dir.

SUNDAY
Sunday School…..9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship…..10:45 a.m.
Adult Bible Study....5-6 p.m.

Young Adults & Youth
Bible Studies & Fellowship....5-7 p.m.

MONDAY
Men’s Prayer Group.....7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Adult Bible Study....6-7 p.m.

Youth Bible Study & 
Fellowship...6-8 p.m.
Children’s Games & 

Bible Study..6:00-7:30 p.m.

STEINER BAPTIST 
Independent 1611 K.J.V. Baptist

“The Little Brown Church”
FM 1713 Between

Katy Bridge &  Hwy. 56
John Moore, Pastor 254-205-9558

Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Sunday Evening.....6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening.....7:00 p.m.

TOWASH  BAPTIST
2 miles S. of Whitney on Highway 22

Dr. Bruce Page, Pastor
Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Service.....6:00 p.m.
2nd /4th Wed. Town Hall.....6:30 p.m.

TRIANGLE PARK BAPTIST
104 Pleaasant Dr. • Lake Whitney 
Near Bonanza Shopping Center

Grady Swinscoe, Pastor
HOME: 254-694-5571
CELL: 254-479-1709

Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.

Sunday Evening Service.....5:30 p.m.
Wed. Night Bible Study.....6:30 p.m.

— Bible —
BETHEL BIBLE CHURCH

5 Miles East of Whitney on Hwy. 22,
 then 2 Miles North on FM 3050

Pastor - Robert Wilkinson
254-580-8491

Sunday School......9:45 a.m.- 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.

Sunday Evening.....5:00 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting....5:00 p.m. 

— Church of Christ — 

Laguna Park Church of Christ
7136 FM 56 

(South of Hwy 22 intersection)
Mike Haynes, Minister

 Sunday Bible 
Class....................10:00

Morning Worship...........11:00
Evening Service...........4:00p

 
WHITNEY CHURCH OF CHRIST

Downtown Whitney
Bruce Martin, Minister

Sunday Morning Bible Class.....9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....10:00a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship.....5:00pm
Wednesday Evening Bible Study.....7:00 p.m.

— Christian — 
Non Denominational 
OLIVE BRANCH CHURCH
(FULL GOSPEL- POST TRIB)

907 E. Pick St. • Whitney 
Bland & Pat Baker,  Pastors

Sunday Morning Worship...10:30 a.m..

— Cowboy —

OPEN RANGE 
COWBOY CHURCH     

582 FM 1713 • Whitney 
254-694-7543

Pastor - Gerald Dudley
General information email address:

orccoffice@yahoo.com
Early Sunday Worship.....8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship.....10:00 a.m.
Children’s Church.....10:30 a.m.

 
— Fellowship —

WHITNEY FELLOWSHIP
AT THE FORUM

101 N. Brazos • Whitney
Dell Glenn, Pastor

254-266-0050
Sunday Worship.....10:30 a.m.

— Inter Denominational —

WHITE BLUFF CHAPEL
FM 933 North in White Bluff Resort

Dr. Randy Marshall, Pastor
 Bible Study - 8:00a.m. & 9:00a.m.

Sunday Worship 
9:00a.m. & 10:30a.m.

Youth Fellowship - 6:00p.m.
254-694-7060

email: office@whitebluffchapel.org
website: www.whitebluffchapel.org

— Lutheran —

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN 
Highway 22 West  • Whitney

254-694-3234
www.oslcwhitney.org
Rev. Philip Wottrich

Sunday Bible Study.....8:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service.....10:00 a.m.

— Methodist —

KING MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Kaitlynn Shannon

254-694-2599
502 N. Colorado •  Whitney

email: kmumc@windstream.net
SUNDAY

Sunday Morning Casual Worship 
8:00 a.m..

Morning Worship ................11:00 a.m. 
(In person and Online)

MONDAY
ESL Classes 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.

TUESDAY
LW Senior Center.....9 a.m.-1 p.m.

KING MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST

THRIFT STORE
Tuesday 9:00 am – 1:00 p.m.

Saturday 9:00 a.m. – p.m. 

KOPPERL UNITED 
METHODIST 

“Open Minds, Open Hearts,
Open Doors”

144 FM 1859, 2 Blks. E. of FM 56, 
Kopperl • 254-715-6139

Reverend Kent Berry
Sunday Morning Worship.....9:00 a.m.

Sunday School.....10:00 a.m.
UM Women (3rd Wed.)....6:00 p.m.

— Anglican —
OUR LADY OF THE

LAKE ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Hwy. 22 • Laguna Park

1 mi. West of Dam
 214-256-1497

www.ourladyanglican.weebly.com 
Holy Communion Sunday.....11:15 a.m

— Assembly of God —

ABIDING LIFE CHURCH
(Christ Centered - Family Oriented)

North FM 933 • 1105 N. Brazos
Whitney • 254-694-2147
Curtis McGehee, Pastor 

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Family Night (Bible Classes) 
Wednesday..7:00 p.m.

Prayer Meeting Saturday..6:00 p.m.
Visit our website 

abidinglifechurch.org

— Baptist —

AQUILLA FIRST BAPTIST 
Jesse Motley, Pastor

Sunday Bible Study.....9:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Prayer.....6:00 p.m.
Wed. Children’s  & Youth..6:00 p.m.

CEDAR CREEK BAPTIST
5643 FM933 • Whitney 

 254-221-0820
 www.cedarcreeklife.org

Rev. Ricky Gobert , Pastor
SUNDAY

Sunday School.....9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship..10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship...5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Teamkid and youth programs.. 

5:30–7:15

FIRST BAPTIST OF KOPPERL
177 FM Kopperl

Pastor Darrell Wallace
254-889-3579

Sunday Sunday School- 9:45am
Community Breakfast
 (1 st. Sun) 9:30am

Sunday morning Worship 11am
Wednesday

Team Kid- 6:30pm
Youth Meeting- 6:30pm

FIRST BAPTIST
OF LAKESIDE VILLAGE

Steve Allen, Pastor
156 CR 1307 • Lakeside Village 
(west side of lake off Hwy. 56)

254-775-4705
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.

FIRST BAPTIST
Jay Morris, Senior Pastor

Randy Hayes, Worship Pastor
Jason & Karminn Elmore, Youth Ministry

Maggie Smith, Director of Children’s 
Ministries

209 N. San Marcos, Whitney
www.fbcwhitney.org

254-694-2555
SUNDAY

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:50 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Kidz Klub, Youth & Adult Bible 

Study....6:00 p.m.

FORT GRAHAM BAPTIST 
FM 933 5 miles N. • Whitney

2 miles W. on FM 2604 
254-694-5472

gofgbc@gmail.com
Larry Blackmon, Pastor

Sunday School.....9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.
Sunday Children’s Church.....11:00 a.m.

THRIFT STORE
Every Mon. & Sat.....10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

LAKE WHITNEY BAPTIST
642 CR 3118 • Whitney

Located off Hwy. 22 on CR 3118
Near Laguna Park • 254-622-8339

Carrol Hambrick, Pastor
Ronnie & Lee Ann Bosher - Music

Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship.....10:50 a.m.

Evening Service.....5:00 p.m.

Obituaries   

MEDICARE SOLUTIONS FOR TEXAS
Do You Have Medicare Questions? We Have Answers!

Doug Coursey  - Independent Broker

* Medicare Supplements   * Medicare Advantage Plans           
* Prescription Drug Plans

BENEFIT SPECIALISTS FOR:

Turning 65 soon? Call us to discuss your options.

Call today with your questions or for a free consultation.
254-694-1148

Local Independent Agents helping Texans since 1980
Visit our website: www.healthinsurancesvc.com  

Email us: doug@phisvc.com

Professional Health Insurance Services

Town Hall Estates Whitney
Long Term Care & Rehabilitation 

is taking applications for:

101 San Marcus St. • Whitney, TX
254-694-2233

“Where Love Makes The Difference”
EEOC

LVN/RN

Double Week-End Med-Aide

Housekeeper

6ci
$36
TFN 
CHARGE WEEKLY
Alternate between LL and TB

254-266-5369 
lonestarmhleveling@gmail.com

Nathan Ford, Operations Manager

Lonestar Mobile Home 
Leveling & Skirting LLC

www.lonestarleveling.com

6ci
EOW
$42.00
Charge CC 

James Michael Martin
1951-2022

James Michael 
Martin, 71, of Mor-
gan passed away 
Saturday, Novem-
ber 19, 2022, at 
his residence. A 
funeral service was 
held at 2 pm Mon-
day, November 28, 
2022, at Marshall 
and Marshall Fu-
neral Directors 
Chapel in Whitney 
with Rev. Ken Coleman officiat-
ing. Burial followed at Cedron 
Creek Cemetery in Bosque 
County. 

Michael was born February 
28, 1951, in Houston to James 
Carrol and Janette (Fowler) 
Martin Miller. He was the owner/
operator of Martin’s Cabinet Shop 
for 40+ years. He was united 
in marriage to Patricia Lawson 
on May 19, 1967, in Waurika, 
Oklahoma.

Michael was one of a kind; 
he never met a stranger, and 
he would talk to anyone telling 
stories of all types. Michael really 
enjoyed spending time with his 
family. He loved being outdoors, 
especially hunting and fishing, 
always looking forward to hunting 
season every year. The things he 
liked to do outdoors the most 

were taking care 
of his cattle and 
working in the yard. 
Michael also loved 
riding his Harley 
motorcycle and rid-
ing horses.  

He was preced-
ed in death by: 
his parents; two 
brothers,  Bi l ly 
Weldon and Roger 
Dale Martin; and 
sister, Kim Gross.

Michael is survived by: his wife, 
Patricia Martin; children, Jamie 
Roden and husband Rodney and 
Kim Walker and husband Joey; 
brothers Gary Weldon and wife 
Shirley and Roger Weldon; sis-
ters, Darlene Wren and Carrol 
Redman and husband Robert; 
five grandchildren, Chance Sin-
gleton, Nick Singleton and wife 
Lara, Sydney Walker, Robert Ro-
den and Tripp Walker; and great 
grandson, Tucker Singleton.

The family would like to send 
a special thanks to his caregivers, 
Hanna Kacsir, Sarah Hinckley 
and Chistina McElroy for their 
continuous and compassionate 
care. 

Condolences may be made 
online at www.marshallandmar 
shallfd.com.

Robert Edward Comer, Sr.
1944-2022

Robert Edward Comer, Sr., 
78, of Whitney passed away 
Tuesday, November 22, 2022. 
A funeral service will be held 
at 10 a.m. Wednesday, Novem-
ber 30, 2022, at Marshall and 
Marshall Funeral Directors 
Chapel in Whitney. Burial will 
follow at Hillcrest Garden of 
Memory in Hillsboro. A visi-
tation will be held from 6 to 8 
p.m. Tuesday November 29, at 
the funeral home.

Robert was born on July 8, 
1944, in Waynesboro, Virginia 
to Robert Clayton Comer and 
Alice Claire Eppard-Comer. 
He graduated in 1961 from 
Wilson Memorial High School 
in Fisherman, Virginia. After 
graduating high school, he 
worked various construction 
jobs and relocated to Florida, 
where he worked on the launch 
pad installation at Cape Ca-
naveral. He eventually worked 
several gigs and found his way 
to the great state of Arkansas, 
where he met the love of his 
life in North Little Rock. 

He married Norma Jean 
Davidson on September 26, 
1964. They traveled from 
Omaha, Nebraska and Selma, 
Alabama during his time with 
Peter Kiewit Construction. He 
left Peter Kiewit and joined 
Clearwater Construction and 
the family relocated to Bar-
tlesville, Oklahoma in 1977. 
The family made their final 
move to Whitney in 1978 as 
Bob joined Hensel Phelps 
Construction Inc., where he 
was placed as the project su-
perintendent in charge of the 
building of the Aquilla Dam. 

Throughout his 50 years 
in the construction business, 
Bob served as project super-
intendent in charge of the 
downtown Riverwalk recon-
struction in San Antonio, the 
Dart Rail project in downtown 
Dallas and the airplane hangar 
installation in White Sands 
Missile range in New Mexico. 
He also served as project su-
perintendent on renovations at 
DFW Airport in Dallas, as well 

as other projects 
throughout the 
country. He was 
the recipient of 
several company 
safety awards for 
supervising sever-
al thousand-man 
hours accident 
free. Bob retired 
i n  2 0 1 1  f ro m 
the construction 
business to focus 
on  f ami ly  and 
grandkids.

The Comer family were 
longtime residents of the Oak 
Hill Loop neighborhood, and 
he was loved by his neighbors, 
family and friends. Bob wore 
many hats throughout the 
years, but being a husband, 
father and grandfather, he was 
most proud of. He loved his 
family and adored his grand-
children. Bob enjoyed fishing, 
hunting and golfing in addition 
to being a huge NASCAR fan. 
Chase Elliott was his favorite 
driver as he always looked 
forward to race day. He never 
missed watching his Dallas 
Cowboys play. He also enjoyed 
his Alaska TV shows and 
HGTV. He was a master land-
scaper and always took pride 
in his yard. Bob was also a dog 

dad and doted on 
his chocolate lab, 
Mattie, who was 
a l ways  b y  h i s 
side.

He was preced-
ed in death by: his 
wife of 47 years, 
Norma  Dav id -
son-Comer; his 
parents, Robert 
Clayton Comer 
and Alice Claire 

Eppard-Comer; and his sisters, 
Nancy and Harryette Patrick.

Robert  i s  survived by: 
daughters, Kimberly Comer 
of Stephenville and Melonie 
Comer-West and husband 

Bill from Whitney; son, Rob 
Comer from Pensacola, Flor-
ida; grandchildren, Will West 
of Stephenville, Kanen West 
of Whitney, Chris Moss and 
fiancée Hannah Richardson 
of Waco; and great-grandson 
Casen Moss of Waco; and his 
best friend of almost 40 years, 
Keith Crawford from Ecuador.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
has requested donations be 
made to the American Cancer 
Society, St. Jude's Children 
Hospital and Shriner's Hospi-
tal for Children.

Condolences may be made 
online at www.marshalland 
marshallfd.com.



Commercial/Residential
111 S. Bois D’Arc St., 

Hillsboro, TX
(254) 580-9771

GO CATS GO!
� e Place  at Lake Whitney

214-762-9910
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Many thanks to the businesses, organizations and individuals listed for proudly 
supporting and encouraging the activities of all our Whitney Wildcats!

BONANZA STATION
FM 1713 at the Katy Bridge

Lake Whitney • 694-2702

KASKA 

TACLB012166EHeating & Cooling Systems

254-694-2371
Sales & Service

254-694-3435
GO 'CATS!!

Auto Worx
306 S. Colorado St.,

254-694-9679 (WORX)

LONE STAR 
WELDING

Dana Landrum • Whitney • 694-6406

 Spirit Page Sponsorships
$10* per space per week. 

Reserve your spot by calling
THE LAKELANDER

 254-694-4344

(ad can be doubled or tripled in size) 
*$10 per week applies to single space ad. 
*Spirit Page runs for a total of 15 weeks

Show your support for theShow your support for the 
Whitney Wildcats!Whitney Wildcats!

Sponsorship spots include business 
name, location and phone number 

or a spirit message to a special 
athlete plus supporter’s name.

HillsboroFordTx.com

HILLSBOROHILLSBORO          FORDFORD
404 SW I-35 - Hillsboro, TX • 254-582-5361

“Published Weekly On The Beautiful
Shores of Lake Whitney”

ads@lakelander.com

254-694-4344

The Lakelander

GO 
WILDCATS

LOCAL NEWS 
WEATHER • SPORTS

Hill County’s
Country Station

KHBR 1560

WHITE BLUFF CHAPEL 
BACKS THE WILDCATS
SUNDAY WORSHIP 

SERVICES
9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

www.whitebluffchapel.org

GO WILDCATS!

600 S. Bosque • Whitney • 254-694-0123

LAKELANDERLAKELANDER
PHOTOS NOW FOR SALE!PHOTOS NOW FOR SALE!
LAKELANDER.SHOOTPROOF.COMLAKELANDER.SHOOTPROOF.COM

254-694-4203
You Need A Younger Home!

4773 FM 933, Whitney

good luck
 wildcats!

307 N BRAZOS STREET    
WHITNEY, TX
254-694-2209

PEOPLES BANK
307 N Brazos Street | Whitney, TX 

254-694-2209

Community Bank,
PROUD TO BE IN
THE WHITNEY
COMMUNITY.

PEOPLES BANK
307 N Brazos Street | Whitney, TX 

254-694-2209

Community Bank,
PROUD TO BE IN
THE WHITNEY
COMMUNITY.

PEOPLES BANK
307 N Brazos Street | Whitney, TX 

254-694-2209

Community Bank,
PROUD TO BE IN
THE WHITNEY
COMMUNITY.

PEOPLES BANK
307 N Brazos Street | Whitney, TX 

254-694-2209

Community Bank,
PROUD TO BE IN
THE WHITNEY
COMMUNITY.

LET'S GO WILDCATS!

Business Supply Center
everything for the workplace

Business Cards • Invitations 
& Much More

117 East Elm St. 
Hillsboro, TX
254-582-7401

Mon. - Fri. 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Lake Whitney Liquidation

CLOTHING FOR THE 
WHOLE FAMILY!

254-337-1673  | 254-580-5307

B & R  Construction
BRUCE GLASS

Dirt • Gravel • Belly Dumps 
& Bobcat Work

Clean Out Tanks, Etc.

THE WILDCAT SPIRIT PAGE WILL BEGIN WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17 WITH 
SCHEDULES FOR THE FALL TEAMS AND RUN THROUGH THE 2022 FOOTBALL SEASON.(15 WEEKS)

SMALL SINGLE ADS $10/ WEEK (15 WEEK TOTAL $150)
DOUBLE: $20/WEEK (15 WEEK TOTAL $300)
TRIPLE: $30/WEEK (15 WEEK TOTAL $450)

THE LAKELANDER 
254-694-4344 • ads@lakelander.com

It’s Time to It’s Time to 
Back Our ‘Cats!Back Our ‘Cats!

TRIPLE

DOUBLE

SINGLE

Whitney 694-2206 ~ Hillsboro 582-2581

Church of Christ
Downtown Whitney  • 694-2311
www.whitneychurchofchrist.com

DATE LOCATION OPPONENT TEAMS TIME

WHITNEY WILDCAT
BASKETBALL 
2022-2023

DATE OPPONENT TEAMS TIME
12/1  -  12/3    Lorena Tournament  V TBD

12/6  LaVega JV2/JV1/V 5:00/6:15/7:30

12/8/  - 12/10 Hillsboro Tournament JV/V TBD

12/13 @ Italy JV/V 5:00/6:15

12/16 Lampasas JV2/JV1/V 3:00/4:15/5:30         

12/20 *West JV2/JV1/V   JV1/MS@5. JV2@MS 6:15. V/7:30         

12/27/  - 12/28 Rosebud-Lott Tourn V TBD

1/3  @ *Clifton  JV1/V 6:15/7:30

1/6  *Waco Harmony V 7:15

1/10  @ *Keene JV1/V 6:15/7:30

1/13  *Grandview JV1/V JV1/MS@5. V/7:30         

1/17  *Maypearl JV2/JV1/V  JV1/HS 5:00.JV2/MS 6:15. V/7:30

1/24  @ *West JV2/JV1/V 5:00/6:15/7:30

1/27  *Clifton JV1/V JV1/HS 5:00.6:15. V/7:30

1/31  @ *Waco Harmony V 7:15

2/3  *Keene-SR NIGHT JV1/V JV1/HS 5:00.6:15. V/7:30

2/7  @ *Grandview JV1/V 5:00/7:30

2/10  @ Maypearl JV2/JV1/V 5:00/6:15/7:30

UNLESS NOTED, GAMES ARE IN THE HS GYM.
*District games

 Thu/Dec 1-Sat/Dec 3 Hico  Tournament V TBA

Thu/Dec 8-Sat/Dec 10 Eustace Tournament V TBA

Tue/Dec 13 Maypearl Maypearl JV/V 5:00/6:15

Fri/Dec 16  O P E N 

Tue/Dec 20 Home West JV/V  5:00/6:15       

Tue/Jan 3 Clifton Clifton JV/V  5:00/6:15

Fri/Jan 6 Home Waco Harmony V 5:00

Tue/Jan 10  Keene Keene JV/V 5:00/6:15

Fri/Jan 13  Home Grandview JV/V 5:00/6:15

Tue/Jan 17  Home Maypearl JV/V  JV MS/5:00,V/6:15

Fri/Jan 20 O P E N

Tue/Jan 24 West West JV/V 5:00/6:15

Fri/Jan 27  Home Clifton  JV/V JV@MS/5:00,V/6:15

Tue/Jan 31  Waco Waco Harmony  V 5:00

Fri/Feb 3 Home SR NIGHT Keene JV/V JV@MS/5:00, V/6:15

Tue/Feb 7 Grandview Grandview JV/V JV@5:00/V@6:15



HILLSBORO        FORD

HILLSBOROFORDtx.com

4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT
$$79.79.9999+T+Taxax

AC CAC Check-Upheck-Up
Includes Cabin Air Filter Includes Cabin Air Filter 

& AC Inspection& AC Inspection

$$89.89.0000+T+Taxax

$$199.199.0000+T+Taxax

BG Transmission FlushBG Transmission Flush

TIRES IN STOCK!
MAJOR BRANDS

AND SIZES!
*SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

Service  Spec ials!

SALES:SALES:
Mon.- Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.Mon.- Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

PARTS AND SERVICE:PARTS AND SERVICE:
Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

andand NOW OPEN NOW OPEN 
Saturdays 8 a.m. until 1 p.m.Saturdays 8 a.m. until 1 p.m.

254-582-5361
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Fuel At Competitive 
Prices

24 HOUR FUELING
NON ETHANOL

• On Road Diesel
 • Off Road Diesel

• Gasoline
• Oil

• Lubricant
• Pumps - Parts

• Equipment - Tanks

MyattFuels.net
Clifton: (254) 675-8107        West: (254) 826-5101

BOTH LOCATIONS!

Christmas
Thursday, December 1st
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
307 N. Brazos Street

Whitney

OPEN HOUSE

YOU'RE INVITED!

ChChC
Thurs
9:00
307

OPE

Y

ttmt at attmt atmt sasa
er 1st
.m.
eet

OUSE

D!

liaison engineer for Boeing in 
Seattle, where he realized that 
he wanted to fi nd a way to make 
a career out of performing. 
He began singing at open mic 
nights and was able to land 
a couple of acting auditions. 
Lockett said, “Through those 
auditions, I just made my way 
and fi gured out, through some 
guidance of others, how to get 
into the business.”
 Lockett’s first union book-
ing was a comedic role in an 
episode of “Two Broke Girls.” 
Lockett has continued to work 
in TV and fi lm with guest star-
ring roles in "Masters of Sex," 
"NCIS: LA," "Hawaii Five-O," 
"Scorpion," "SEAL Team" and 
others, including "Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine" and "Community." 
Lockett had a supporting role 
in the SXSW 2016 Audience 
Award Winner, "Transpecos," 
distributed by Samuel Goldwyn 
Films. He was also the lead an-
tagonist in "Blood on Wheels," 
produced by and starring James 
Franco, and he was the lead 
male protagonist in the indie 
feature "Lycan," also starring 
Dania Ramirez and Parker 
Croft.
 One of Lockett’s favorite 
aspects of acting is its spon-
taneity. He said, “There are a 
couple of things that really make 
me happy in life. One is being 
present and having present 
conversations with people, and 
the other is not exactly knowing 
what tomorrow holds, and there 
is a comfort in that unknown for 
me. That is something I feel like 
acting holds.”
 Refl ecting on his fi rst acting 
experience playing a reverend 
in Aquilla High School’s one-

act play, Lockett joked, “I had 
a pillow in my shirt, and I tried 
to make as many people laugh 
as possible.”  
 Lockett has grown by leaps 
and bounds as an actor since 
his fi rst time on stage and since 
his fi rst on-screen performance 
in "Hawaii Five-O," which he 
enjoyed because it allowed him 
to travel to Hawaii and play 
a role with great depth. From 
his time as an actor, Lockett 
has grown to believe that the 
most inspiring, powerful per-
formances come from being in 
the moment. 
 “Once you understand how 
to break down story and how to 
create story, it’s just about being 
present and connecting with the 
person that is there… For me, 
what I’ve learned the most is 
just trusting that if I am present 
with the other person and have 
done my homework, then the 
rest of the scene is done with 
the words. We’ll be present; 
the words will give us what we 
need to ride the current of the 
scene, and the scene will do its 
job,” Lockett said.
 He continued, “The presence 
work is what really allows for 
that to be its most palpable 
and to be the most affecting, 
not only for the person in the 
scene with you, but for the 
people watching. That is what 
is magical. When you’re in a 
room, and you watch two people 
fully present in this imaginary 
world, fully committed, that 
is when the molecules tend to 
slow down a little bit, and you 
can hear a pin drop.”
 Lockett fi nds working with 
people and connecting with 
them on a day-to-day basis very 

fulfilling, and "Chicago Fire" 
has been an opportunity for him 
to do just that.  He said, “We get 
to do so many amazing things 
on this show. Every time I get 
to read a new episode, there is 
something new that I am excit-
ed about.” 
 Lockett said that Chicago 
has been an amazing city for 
him so far, and right now he is 
soaking up as much of Chicago’s 
snowy weather as he can. He 
will continue to appreciate his 
time in the city as he continues 
his role, which is shot on loca-
tion. “Right now I really enjoy 
Chicago. I defi nitely would like 
to have some land back in Texas 
at some point, but right now, 
this is where it’s at,” Lockett 
said. “You kind of are where 
your roots are, and my roots are 
Texas.”
 The mid-season finale of 
"Chicago Fire" season 11 will 
air Wednesday, December 7 
on NBC at 9/8 p.m. Central. 
Lockett’s character Sam Carv-
er will be heavily featured in 
episode nine, and the audience 
can expect to learn more about 
the Sam Carver character going 
forward.
 Lockett said, “One of Sam’s 
things is that he has a fiery 
temper, and to get the job done, 
he is willing to go above and 
beyond. Sometimes that can 
backfi re, so we get to see him 
test those limits a little bit of 
what he can and can’t do.” 
 "Chicago Fire" airs weekly 
on Wednesdays at 9/8 p.m. 
Central. Fans can now binge-
watch shows from all previous 
seasons on Peacock, which will 
also be streaming episodes the 
day after they air on NBC.

LOCKETT continued from page 1 Hill County residents support annual Hill County residents support annual 
Operation Christmas Child campaignOperation Christmas Child campaign

The residents of Hill County 
once again showed their com-
passion and generosity through 
their donation of a record num-
ber of shoe boxes to Operation 
Christmas Child. The Samari-
tan’s Purse project is designed 
to spread the Christian gospel 
message to children and then 
to their families and communi-
ties throughout the world. The 
2022 worldwide goal is to reach 
11 million children.

Hill County did their part in 
reaching this goal. The local 
drop-off location for the shoe 
boxes, First Baptist Church in 
Hillsboro, reported collecting 
2,898 gift-fi lled shoe boxes 
in the week ending on Mon-
day, November 21. Additional 
shoe boxes from the area were 
dropped off at a Waco location 
which would bring the total 
from area residents to 2,911. 
Last year’s grand total was 
2,786. It has been announced 
that the entire Central Texas 
area collected 21,613 shoe box-
es this year, also a record.

Throughout the year, proj-
ect leaders at area churches 
have worked to collect the 
gifts and ascertain that they 
were correctly packed in shoe 
boxes before drop-off. Many of 
the participating groups made 
Operation Christmas Child a 
yearlong project, collecting a 
different category of gifts each 
month and hosting packing par-
ties before the drop-off date. As 
always, there were several new 
churches participating this year. 

As an alternative to actually 
building a physical shoe box, 
many area residents who are 
unable to shop are opting to 
participate in Samaritan’s Purse 
“Build a Box” online option. 
On the website, participants 
are able to pick and choose 
between items to personalize 
a box that will delight a child. 
The shoe boxes built online are 
not counted in the drop-off lo-
cation total. 

The following 28 church 
groups can be congratulated for 
their record donations: Abbott 
Baptist Church; Cedar Creek 
Baptist Church, Whitney; Cen-
tral Baptist Church, Hillsboro; 
Central Baptist Church, Itasca; 
Central Christian Church, Hill-
sboro; Christ Lutheran Church, 
Hillsboro; Covington United 
Methodist Church; Daughters 

Volunteers work to load up Operation Christmas Child shoe box gifts.
of the King, Hillsboro; First 
Baptist Church, Blum; First 
Baptist Church, Bynum; First 
Baptist Church, Covington; 
First Baptist Church, Grand-
view; First Baptist Church, 
Hillsboro; First Baptist Church, 
Whitney; First Presbyterian 
Church, Hillsboro; First United 
Methodist Church, Hillsboro; 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Church, Abbott; Iglesia Bautis-
ta Nueva Vida, Hillsboro; Lak-
enon Baptist Church, Hillsboro; 
Loveview Baptist Church, Hill-
sboro; Malone Baptist Church; 
New Life Baptist Church, 
Covington; Open Range Cow-
boy Church, Whitney; Peoria 
Baptist Church; Salt and Light 
Church, Abbott; The Heights 
Church, Hillsboro; Trail to the 
Cross Cowboy Church, Hills-
boro; Whitney Fellowship.

Karen Smith, local drop-
off leader, said “Our Drop-Off 

Team was so excited to see the 
number of shoe boxes being 
dropped off and impressed with 
the faithfulness of the project 
leaders and their churches. Year 
after year, they tirelessly work 
and generously contribute to 
this project. Operation Christ-
mas Child is very unique in that 
it unites people from all areas of 
the community together with 
one goal-to spread the love of 
Jesus throughout the world. My 
thanks go out to all the project 
leaders who worked through the 
year to fi ll and deliver the shoe 
boxes. I also want to give a spe-
cial thanks to all the volunteers 
who manned the drop-off loca-
tion and to the men who loaded 
and delivered our cartons to the 
collection center. Packing the 
shoe boxes and moving them 
can be back-breaking work, so I 
especially appreciate my volun-
teers’ willingness to serve.” 


