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Lake Watch
Lake Level

on December 11

525.97'
Normal Elevation 533.00’

Lake Watch is provided by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

on Lake Whitney

Know Your Know Your 
NeighborNeighbor
Christan Smith adores the 
unique, small businesses and 
the sense of community in 
Whitney. Christan said, "Peo-
p le  work 
t o g e t h e r 
here, a rar-
i ty  these 
days. Also, 
I love that 
this town 
is  fu l l  of 
people who 
encourage 
and promote one another." 
Christan makes handmade 
soap and scrub that is available 
in Bless Yer Heart Boutique 
in downtown Whitney, and 
she strives to use all natural 
products in her soaps, such as 
essential oils, dried lavender 
and herbs, fresh aloe and raw 
Texas honey. Christan, who is 
married to John Smith, is also 
a mother of two sons and two 
daughters and a screenwriter/
producer/filmmaker at All 
Dog Entertainment, based in 
Phoenix, Arizona. A member 
of International Screenwriters 
Association, Christan enjoys 
filmmaking, writing, healthy 
cooking, natural healing rem-
edies, soap and scrub making 
and physical fitness. 

see SENTENCES on back

Please Support Our Local VFDsPlease Support Our Local VFDs
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Next to David’s SupermarketNext to David’s Supermarket

AFFORDABLEAFFORDABLE
SELF-STORAGESELF-STORAGE

254-655-6332254-655-6332
www.StorageInWhitney.com

CHECK OUT OUR SPECIALS AT

CORNERSTONE 
FUNERAL HOME

“A TrAdiTion of CAring”

301 W. Elm St., Hillsboro 
254-582-5000

Combining dignity 
with Affordability

Whitney City Council Whitney City Council 
to meet this Thursdayto meet this Thursday

City places interim PD City places interim PD 
chief on admin. leavechief on admin. leave

MHMC to offer MHMC to offer 
free clinic Sat.free clinic Sat.

Mission Hillsboro Med-
ical Clinic, located at 120 
East Franklin Street in Hills-
boro, will be open Saturday, 
December 17, for its third 
Saturday clinic. Registration 
begins at 6 a.m. Residents of 
Hill County without medical 
insurance are eligible to be 
seen. Patients are seen on a 
first-come, first-served basis 
with proof of address. Dental 
fillings and extractions are 
available by appointment. 
Leave a message at 254-479-
1489 for more information.

Pct. 1 Commissioner Montgomery Pct. 1 Commissioner Montgomery 
announces plan to resign Dec. 31announces plan to resign Dec. 31

Hill County Grand Jury Hill County Grand Jury 
returns indictment listreturns indictment list

 Hill County Precinct 1 Com-
missioner Andrew Montgomery 
submitted a letter of resignation 
to Hill County Judge Justin 
Lewis and his fellow commis-
sioners Thursday, December 8.
 The commissioner said that 
he will leave his position De-
cember 31, with two years 
remaining on his term, to spend 
time with an ailing family mem-
ber. 
 Montgomery has served Hill 
County in various roles for 
around 20 years, working his 
way up in law enforcement at 
the sheriff’s office before serv-

ing in his current position for 
the past six years. 
 Montgomery said that he 
feels good about the team he 
has in place in Precinct 1, in-
cluding his longtime coworker 
Jeff Stevens, and the services 
they will continue to provide 
during the transition. "I have 
worked with the most amaz-
ing group of guys I've ever had 
the pleasure of working with," 
the commissioner said. 
 He emphasized that he has 
the highest respect for those 
in leadership positions in Hill 
County.

 "I have trust in the leaders 
we have in this county. They 
truly do have what's best for 
the people of Hill County at 
heart," Montgomery said. "I 
don't know anybody who's 
here for a paycheck. I'm so 
thankful to have been a part 
of that."
 Commissioners were ex-
pected to formally accept 
Montgomery's resignation 
Tuesday, December 13, be-
fore taking applications from 
interested candidates and 
appointing a replacement to 
serve until the next election.

City Council selects police chiefCity Council selects police chief

 The Whitney City Council 
will meet in a regular session 
Thursday, December 15, at 6 
p.m.
 The council will  hold a 
public hearing and consider 
an ordinance changing the 
zoning classification of prop-
erty at 221 South Colorado 
Street from Business District 
One (B-1) to Single Family 2 
(SF-2).
 The council will conduct a 
public hearing and consider 
an ordinance authorizing a 
planned unit development, the 
survey of 6.432 acres of land 
located at 1218 North Brazos 
Street, from Business Two 
(B-2) District to a planned 
unit development for multiple 
types of uses.

 Resolutions authorizing 
the city to issue a request for 
proposals for bank depository 
services and appointing a new 
resident board member to the 
Whitney Housing Authority 
Board will also be considered 
at the meeting.
 Council members will also 
consider authorizing the 
purchase of a Public Works 
Department vehicle not to 
exceed $30,000, which was 
budgeted in the 2023 budget.
 Regular monthly depart-
mental reports will also be 
presented by department 
heads.
 The meeting will be held at 
the City of Whitney Annex, 
located at 106 North Colorado 
Street in Whitney.

 A Hill County Grand Jury 
that convened Friday, Decem-
ber 2, returned the following 
indictments:
 Jonathan Cole Adams, 19, of 
Cedar Park, robbery
 Ray Deondra Bell, 43, of 
Hillsboro, possession of meth-
amphetamine between one and 
four grams
 Elizabeth June Blanton, 41, of 
Whitney, possession of metham-
phetamine under one gram
 Joseph Samuel Dangerfield 
IV, 19, of Fort Worth, posses-
sion of psilocin
 Scotty Dale Densman, 44, of 
Hillsboro, assault of a family or 
household member with previ-
ous conviction
 Scarlette Sarah Elkins, 31, 
of West, possession of meth-
amphetamine between one and 
four grams
 Dristan Tucker Hendricks, 
18, of Cleburne, unlawful car-
rying of a weapon in prohibited 
places or in a weapon free zone
 Louis Jaccobo Flores Jr., 31, 
of Hutto, evading arrest deten-
tion with a vehicle
 Jonathan Lamont Frederick, 
29, of Hillsboro, evading arrest 
detention with a vehicle
 Dalton Chandler Lawrence, 
23, of Longview, unauthorized 
use of a motor vehicle

 Amy Lorene Massey, 45, of 
Rio Vista, possession of meth-
amphetamine under one gram
 Alan Lenn Mitchell, 38, of 
Whitney, possession of meth-
amphetamine between one and 
four grams
 William Leon Mobley, 20, of 
Hubbard, indecency with a child
 Marshall Henry Moss II, 33, 
of San Antonio, driving while 
intoxicated with a child under 
15 years of age
 Isaac Andres Ramirez II, 
35, of Hillsboro, unlawful pos-
session of a firearm by a felon; 
forgery of a financial instrument
 Edgar Antonio Scheets, 65, of 
Blum, continuous sexual assault 
of a child under 14 years of age
 Alexander Preston Tarrant, 
27, of Grand Prairie, evading 
arrest detention with a vehicle- 
deadly weapon; possession of 
cocaine under one gram
 Alex Torres, 19, of Tyler, 
possession of cocaine between 
one and four grams
 Eric Leon Wilson, 41, of 
Texas, possession of metham-
phetamine between four and 
200 grams
 The cases were presented 
to the grand jury by District 
Attorney Mark Pratt. District 
Judge Lee Harris presides over 
the 66th Judicial District Court.

 The City of Whitney an-
nounced Friday, December 9, 
that the city's interim police 
chief, Hugh Corbin, has been 
placed on administrative leave.
 Corbin has been serving as 
the city's interim chief since 
July of this year following the 
departure of former police chief 
Chris Bentley.
 A statement released by May-
or Jerry Barker Friday read, "In 
order to protect the integrity of 

the investigation, at this time 
we are not able to disclose the 
details of the ongoing investiga-
tion."
 Roy McCleary, who is serving 
as interim fire chief and also 
holds a peace officer license, 
is expected to assist the police 
department until the new police 
chief, Kevin Hughes, is sworn in 
after the first of the year. See 
accompanying story for more 
information about Hughes.

Sentences handed Sentences handed 
down in district courtdown in district court
 The office of District Attorney 
Mark Pratt prosecuted felony 
criminal cases in the 66th Judicial 
District Court in November, and 
Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice sentences included:
 Raheem Marquez Johnson, 
possession of methamphetamine 
under one gram, 15 months state 
jail; bail jumping and failure to 
appear on a felony charge, six 
years prison
 Toby Reana Mossberg, pos-
session of methamphetamine 
between one and four grams, four 
years prison
 Jeremy Duane Watson, credit 
or debit card abuse, 10 years 
prison; possession of psilocin 
between one and four grams, 30 
years prison
 Skylor Wayne Stone, three 
counts of sexual assault, 10 years 
prison
 Jason Edward Bortz, unlawful 
possession of a firearm by a felon, 

25 years prison; possession of 
methamphetamine between four 
and 200 grams with intent to 
deliver, 25 years prison
 Patsy Lee Speights, possession 
of methamphetamine between 
one and four grams, 42 months 
prison
 Liliana Cristal Rodriguez, 
possession of 3, 4, methylendioxy-
amphetamine under one gram, 
nine months state jail
 Saul Navarro, possession of 
THC between four and 400 
grams, 10 years prison; evading 
arrest detention with a vehicle, 
six years prison
 Kristopher Paul Smalley, inde-
cency with a child, sexual contact, 
20 years prison x 2
 Hugo Jimenez-Lopez, driving 
while intoxicated, third or more, 
four years prison
 Sergio Torres-Resendiz, pos-
session of cocaine under one 

Pictured (l to r) are Mayor Jerry Barker and Kevin Hughes, who was selected 
by the Whitney City Council to serve as the city's next police chief in a special 
meeting held last week. See story for more information.

Birthdays
 Happy birthday to Pam 
Danford on December 16 and 
Tracy Kelm on December 18. 
Love, Our Savior Lutheran 
Church

Radio Society to Radio Society to 
meet Saturdaymeet Saturday
 The Lake Whitney Ama-
teur Radio Society (LWARS) 
will meet at 11 a.m. Satur-
day, December 17, at the 
Lake Whitney Public Library. 
Members and guests are all 
welcome. Following the meet-
ing, there will be Christmas 
snacks and social time.

Anniversaries
 Happy anniversary to Rus-
sell and Tami Wehmeyer 
on December 18. Love, Our 
Savior Lutheran Church

The Whitney City 
Council selected Kev-
in Hughes, a White 
Bluff resident with a 
long history in law en-
forcement, to serve as 
the city's next police 
chief during a special 
meeting held last week. 
Hughes is expected to 
begin in his new posi-
tion after wrapping up 
his most recent position 
as a sergeant and inves-
tigator with the Hill 
County Sheriff's Office 
Criminal Investigations 
Division.

After interviewing 
the candidate, the coun-
cil voted to authorize 
Mayor Jerry Barker 
to move forward with 
hiring Hughes pending 
necessary pre-employ-
ment screenings and 
background checks. 
When that process is 
completed, he is expect-
ed to begin his work as 
chief after the first of 
the year.

Introducing himself 
to the council, Hughes de-
scribed growing up in a ru-
ral area near Freeport and 
then attending Texas A&M 
University as a member of 
the Corps Of Cadets. He sus-
tained three gunshot wounds 
while working at a pizza 
restaurant, one of the three 
jobs he was working to save 
for his next semester of col-
lege, which ended his time 
with the Corps and led to 
him transferring to Stephen 
F. Austin State University. 

At that college, he met his 
wife, Stacy, and met recruit-
ers from Richardson Police 
Department, where he decid-
ed to begin his career in law 
enforcement.

Hughes started out in Rich-
ardson as a patrol officer in 
1985 and served in numerous 
law enforcement roles over 
the years, including criminal 
investigator, sergeant, lieu-
tenant and captain. 

In his final position with 
Richardson PD as a captain, 
Hughes served as a Special 
Operations Division com-
mander, Patrol Operations 
Division commander and In-
vestigative Operations Divi-
sion commander. 

Through his leadership 
roles at Richardson PD, a 
department with 242 employ-
ees, Hughes was responsible 
for developing, implement-
ing, monitoring and adminis-
tering budgets of the depart-
ments he oversaw.

Between the years 2010-
2020, Hughes left law enforce-
ment to serve as operations 
manager for a small Richard-
son company called Kit Spe-
cialties, where he managed the 
production of 300 to 400 pow-
er cords a day and was cred-
ited with bringing customer 
quality reports from 84% to 
over 99% within one year, 
achieving 100% on all U.L. in-
spections, reducing costs and 
increasing production.

After living part time 
at White Bluff since 2012, 
Hughes and his wife moved 
to White Bluff full time in 
2019. He told the council 
that he had planned to retire 
at that time, but he quick-
ly began feeling like he had 
more to give to the field of 
law enforcement. 

In 2020, he reactivated 
his Master Peace Officer Li-
cense and began working in 
the Criminal Investigations 
Division of the Hill County 
Sheriff's Office. In that role, 
he has investigated every-
thing from property crimes 
to homicides.

He and his wife have now 
been married 35 years. The 
couple had two children, a 
daughter who passed away at 
birth, and a son who passed 
away in a vehicle crash at 
the age of 21. He explained 
that this personal tragedy has 
given him a deeper apprecia-
tion for how officers can be 
responsive to the psycholog-
ical and mental health needs 
of victims.

Hughes told the council 
see CHIEF on back



Page 2, The Lakelander, Wednesday, December 14, 2022

Looking BackLooking Back
Excerpts from the Whitney Messenger archives

Email ads@lakelander.com
or CALL The Lakelander 

254-694-4344

 Wish your customers a Wish your customers a

...OR BOTH!

Deadline Tuesday, December 13

If  your business would like to place a 
holiday greeting in the Letters to Santa special, 
to be published Wednesday, December 21...

LL - 9ci/color
12-14-22
$103
Bill

Two offices to serve you better!
Clifton:

410 W. 5th St.  • 254-675-8092 
Whitney:

100 E. Jefferson  • 254-694-5374 

Your Hometown Real Estate Company
RESIDENTIAL

100 S. Guadalupe- Whitney *2/1 ....................................................................................  $110,000
116 CR 1289*- Morgan * 1/1 ...................................................................................SOLD $135,000
168 PR 221- Aquilla * House, Mobile & Cabin  ................................................. PENDING $149,000
202 S. Ave E.-Clifton*- 3/1- ..............................................................................REDUCED $159,900
211 Lakeshore Tr. - Whitney *3/2 ..................................................................... $168,500
213 Timberline Dr. -Whitney * 4/2 .................................................................REDUCED $199,900
801 Meadowlark St.- Hamilton *3/1 ..............................................................................  $209,900
181 Catherine- Whitney* 3/2.......................................................................... PENDING $289,900
13596 FM 56- Morgan*3/3 .............................................................................. PENDING $315,000
1061 White Bluff Dr.- White Bluff  *3/2 ........................................................REDUCED $324,900
248 Rabbit Shadow- Whitney * 3/2 on 1 acre ............................................... PENDING $335,000
1218 Mary St.- Clifton  *3/3 .....................................................................................SOLD $364,900
406 N. Brazos * Whitney *  3/2 in downtown Whitney ..................................REDUCED $385,000
608 N. Trinity- Whitney* 3/2.5 ........................................................................REDUCED $397,000
711 N. San Marcus - Whitney * 3/3  ............................................................... PENDING $399,000
39220 Shadow Ridge Dr.- White Bluff * 3/3 ..................................................... $429,000
17112 Woodlawn Dr. - White Bluff * 3/3 ......................................................REDUCED $449,000
1428 Lakeside Trail- White Bluff *3/2 .............................................................................$555,000
706 S Baese Rd-  Elm Mott. *5/4 on 28.6 acres -  ........................................... PENDING $650,000
564 CR 3135- Valley Mills *3/2 on 41.7 acres ..................................................REDUCED $765,000
321 CR 1630 - Clifton*7/9-Lakeview .................................................................................$777,000

#1 Real Estate Company in Hill/Bosque County!
www.bosquerealestate.com

•Christmas Cookies
•Cakes

•Cupcakes
•Pies

•Wedding Cakes
Let us handle all your holiday baking!

Sheri- 254-205-8756Sheri- 254-205-8756

M&M Tours is proud to announce that Delana Jean from Covington, Texas will be our Sales Repre-
sentative Immediately for Hill County which includes Hillsboro, Whitney and surrounding areas.

Delana graduated from Texas Women’s University in Denton, Texas with a B.S. Dental Hygiene with 
a minor in Biology ~ 1991.  As a Registered Dental Hygienist, she has worked the bulk of her 31 

year career in 2 o�  ces.  Previously with Dr. Keith Chiles/Dr. Rick Cofer in Whitney, Texas and pres-
ently until retirement, with Dr. Amanda Scarborough of Hillsboro.  Delana and her husband Steven 
have been married for 40 years and have lived on their family farm and ranch for the past 28 years.  

They have two daughters and 3 grandchildren.  
Delana and Steven love to travel and have been to several locations in Europe including Germany, 

Switzerland, France and Italy. 
They are active members of First Baptist Church in Covington.  Delana is excited for the opportunity 
to work with the M&M Tours family and is eager to help you book a trip as well as answer any travel 

questions that you might have.

FOR TOUR INFORMATION - CALL DELANA JEAN @ 254-266-0376 
OR CALL CHARLIE @ 1-800-700-9620

 The Hill County Sheriff's 
Office took two subjects into 
custody Monday, December 5.
 According to reports, 25-year-
old Clay Chadwick was taken 
into custody at the Community 
Supervision and Corrections 
Department on a motion to ad-
judicate guilt on a charge of theft 
of property between $20,000 
and $100,000. Deputy Jose Solis 
booked the subject into the Hill 
County Law Enforcement Cen-
ter. 
 A 52-year-old woman was 
taken into custody at the Com-
munity Supervision and Correc-
tions Department for insuffi cient 
bond on a charge of fraudulent 
use or possession of identify-
ing information. Deputy Mike 
Knight made the arrest and 
booked the subject into the Hill 
County Law Enforcement Cen-
ter.

**********
 A subject was taken into cus-
tody by the Hill County Sheriff's 
Offi ce at 12:29 p.m. Tuesday, 
December 6.
 Reports indicated that author-
ities took a 44-year-old Corsi-
cana man into custody at the Hill 
County Courthouse on charges 
of evading arrest detention with 
a vehicle. Mathew Farrar was 
held without bond.
 Deputy Mike Knight made 
the arrest and booked the sub-
ject into the Hill County Law 
Enforcement Center.

**********
 A subject was taken into cus-
tody by the Hill County Sheriff's 
Offi ce at 12:29 p.m. Tuesday, 
December 6.
 Reports indicated that author-
ities took a 21-year-old Houston 
man into custody at the Hill 
County Courthouse for insuffi -
cient bonds on charges of bail 
jumping and failure to appear 
and possession of a controlled 
substance under one gram.
 Bonds totaling $200,000 were 
set on Zacchias Jackson.
 Deputy Mike Knight made 
the arrest and booked the sub-
ject into the Hill County Law 
Enforcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff's Of-
fi ce took a subject into custody 
at 12 p.m. Tuesday, December 6.
 According to reports, authori-
ties took a 48-year-old Wylie man 
into custody at the Hill County 
Courthouse for failure to appear 
on a charge of possession of a 
controlled substance between 
four and 400 grams and failure to 
appear on a charge of manufac-
turing or delivering a controlled 
substance between four and 200 
grams.
 Bonds totaling $800,000 were 
set on Jim Johnson. 
 Deputy Preston Cardwell 
made the arrest and booked the 
subject into the Hill County Law 
Enforcement Center.

**********
 An arrest was made by the Hill 
County Sheriff's Offi ce at 3:12 
p.m. Tuesday, December 6.
 Reports indicated that author-
ities took a 21-year-old Valley 
Mills man into custody for online 

Bank donates to Salvation Army
Citizens State Bank in Whitney recently made a donation to support 
the Hill County Salvation Army's efforts to assist local residents. 
Pictured (l to r) Connie Terry makes a donation on behalf of the bank 
to Carol Westbrook of the Salvation Army.

Sheriff 's Report
Hill County

solicitation of a minor under the 
age of 14.
 Investigator Kristine Holt 
made the arrest and booked the 
subject into the Hill County Law 
Enforcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff's 
Offi ce made an arrest at 10:15 
p.m. Friday, December 2.
 According to reports, authori-
ties made contact with a 59-year-
old Whitney woman near the 
intersection of Farm Road 1713 
and Catfi sh Trail in Whitney. She 
was charged with driving while 
intoxicated, second offense.
 Deputy Spencer Batchelor 
made the arrest and booked the 
subject into the Hill County Law 
Enforcement Center.

**********
 An arrest was made by the Hill 
County Sheriff's Offi ce at  7:44 
p.m. Saturday, December 3.
 Reports indicated that au-
thorities made contact with a 
50-year-old Whitney man in the 
1000 block of State Highway 22 
in Whitney. He was charged with 
public intoxication.
 Deputy Mickey Winkle made 
the arrest and booked the sub-
ject into the Hill County Law 
Enforcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff's Of-
fi ce made an arrest at 9:09 p.m. 
Saturday, December 3.
 According to reports, au-
thorities made contact with a 
24-year-old Whitney man in the 
1100 block of County Road 1439 
near Covington. He was charged 
with public intoxication and pos-
session of a controlled substance 
under one gram.
 Bonds totaling $5,000 were 
set on Chandler Hawhee.
 Deputy Gary Melson made 
the arrest and booked the sub-
ject into the Hill County Law 
Enforcement Center.

**********

(December 7) Good. Water 
lightly stained; 63 degrees; 7.13 
feet below pool. 

Striped bass are good in deep 
water using slabs and swim-
baits. Look for large schools of 
birds with fi sh feeding under-
neath. Report by James Moore, 
North Texas Bass Fishing and 
Cmoore Striper Guide Ser-
vices. 

Striped bass are great using 
umbrella-rigs, swimbaits or 
fl ukes throughout the reser-
voir. White, chartreuse, bubble 
gum and orange colors are the 
best colors. Fish along channel 
edges or fl ats. Look for div-
ing birds. Before casting, park 
aways outside of the birds, 
moving closer with your troll-
ing motor. Report provided by 
Kraig Sexton, Sexton's Guide 
Service LLC, Fishing Charter, 

LAKE WHITNEY FISHING REPORTLAKE WHITNEY FISHING REPORT
Marine Electronics.

The bite is really heating 
up here in Central Texas. You 
can catch fi sh just about any 
way you desire; the catch will 
be to fi nd them. Crappie are 
anywhere from 2-40 feet deep. 
In the shallow water look for 
lay downs to hold multiple 
fi sh with some great quality. 
Big crappie on standing tim-
ber in 12-20 feet of water, and 
big schools are suspended on 
structures in 20-plus feet of wa-
ter sticking close to the struc-
ture. Fish are biting hand ties, 
Snacky Lures FS300 paired 
with a 1/8 ounce eyehole jig, 
when the bite slows switch to 
the Snacky Lures FS200 and 
a 1/16th ounce jig head. Great 
fi sh coming on hand tied jigs. 
Report by Robert Stover, Work-
ingman Crappie Guide.

StartalkingStartalking
With Larry Smith, Retired Astronomy RangerWith Larry Smith, Retired Astronomy Ranger

National Park ServiceNational Park Service

Meteor Shower Fast Approaching!Meteor Shower Fast Approaching!
During peak activity and 

perfect weather conditions, 
which are rare, the Geminids 
produce approximately 100-
150 meteors per hour for view-
ing. However, this year a wan-
ing gibbous moon will make 
it harder to view most of the 
shower, resulting in only 30-40 
visible meteors per hour at the 
peak in the Northern Hemi-
sphere, depending on sky con-
ditions. But the Geminids are 
so bright that this should still 
be a good show.

The Geminids start around 
9 or 10 p.m. CST on Dec. 13, 
making it a great viewing op-
portunity for any viewers who 

cannot be awake during later 
hours of the night. The show-
er will peak at 6 a.m. CST on 
Dec. 14, but the best rates will 
be seen earlier around 2 a.m. 
local time. You can still view 
Geminids just before or after 
this date, but the last oppor-
tunity is on Dec. 17 – when a 
dedicated observer could pos-
sibly spot one or two on that 
night.

For prime viewing, fi nd an 
area away from city and street-
lights, bundle up for winter 
weather conditions, bring a 
blanket or sleeping bag for 
extra comfort, lie fl at on your 
back with your feet facing 
south, and look up. Practice 
patience because it will take 
approximately 30 minutes for 
your eyes to fully adjust and 
see the meteors. Refrain from 
looking at your cell phone or 
other bright objects to keep 
your eyes adjusted.

The show will last for most 
of the night, so you have mul-
tiple opportunities to spot the 
brilliant streaks of light across 
our sky.

Thanks for reading, and 
remember: turn down night 
lights so that we may look up! 
Questions? Llsmith47@aol.
com

HCHC to hold HCHC to hold 
meeting in meeting in 
Brandon Dec. 17Brandon Dec. 17

The next and final Hill 
County Historical Commission 
(HCHC) meeting of 2022 is 
scheduled for Saturday, De-
cember 17, at the Brandon 
Community Center. 

The center is formerly the 
Brandon School, which is the 
location of a Texas State Histor-
ical Marker honoring Brandon.

The meeting will begin at 2 
p.m. at the building, which is 
located on State Highway 22 10 
miles east of Hillsboro. 

An offi cer election will take 
place and locals will share pho-
tos and information on "new" 
and "old" Brandon. 

The public is invited, and all 
interested in this area of Hill 
County may fi nd this meeting 
of particular interest. 

Light Christmas refresh-
ments will be served.        

CALL 9-1-1
IN AN EMERGENCY

Always call 9-1-1 
directly, instead of 
non-emergency city 

numbers, to ensure that 
help reaches you as 
quickly as possible 
in an emergency.



Wednesday, December 14, 2022, The Lakelander, Page 3

The Lakelander
Publications

Locally owned & operated.
Dedicated to serving the people, communities

 & businesses of the Lake Whitney area.

Any correspondence should be sent to the publisher at:
The Lakelander, Inc.

P.O. Box 1727 • Whitney, TX  76692
Phone  254-694-4344 • Fax 254-694-2175 
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 Any erroneous reflection cast upon the character, reputation or 
community standing of any person firm or organization appearing in 
the columns of this paper will be duly corrected when brought to the 
attention of the publisher.
 All material submitted for publication becomes the property of  this 
establishment. Accuracy of copy submitted is the sole responsibility of 
the advertiser or news contributor.
 The newspaper staff reserves the right to reject, edit or omit any ad, 
news item, letter to the editor, or picture for any reason or to change 
the classification to conform with the policies of this publication. 
 Any fraudulent, dishonest or misleading article found in the paper 
is without the knowledge of the publisher and should be reported 
immediately.
 Deadlines - All news articles, and  display and classified advertis-
ing must be submitted before 3 p.m. Friday before each Wednesday 
edition. The office is open to the public: Tuesday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; and closed Saturday, Sunday and Monday.
 Classified Advertising -  (Buy-Sell-Trade) Rates begin at $15 for 
the first 20 words and 20¢ per word thereafter. (Business Classifieds 
begin at $15 per week)
 Subscriptions - For  addresses outside our total market coverage 
mailing area are $60 per year. Requests for subscriptions must be 
accompanied by the subscription rate.
 Letters to the Editor - Should be kept to 300 words or less and must 
include name, signature, address and telephone number of author.
  Letters will not be accepted anonymously or published without the 
name of the author. Letters published are the decision of the editor, and 
all decisions are final. Letters of political nature, memorials, tributes, 
and poems are considered advertising and the current advertising rate 
will be applied.
 All political announcements, advertising and thank you notes must 
be paid in advance of publication and will be assessed the regular 
column inch rate, and must include disclaimer with representative’s 
name and mailing address. 
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Personal Benefits of Band Academic Benefits of Band
 Participating in musical 
groups promotes self con-
fidence, team work, social 
skills, social networking, a 
sense of belonging, self-disci-
pline, a sense of accomplish-
ment, cooperation, responsi-
bility, commitment, mutual 
support, and friendships. 

Whitney High School Band
"The Pride of the Wildcats"

Social Benefits of Band
 Music provides a creative 
outlet and a break from the 
routine and rigor of the tradi-
tional school day. Students in 
music are among the highest 
academic performers and still 
report less stress and tension 
than their non-musical coun-
terparts. 

Whitney High School Band
"The Pride of the Wildcats"

Emotional Benefits of Band
 Through music, students 
become better people, as they 
develop self-discipline, confi-
dence, commitment, responsi-
bility, good decision making, 
and personal pride. They are 
able to do this with the support 
of peers in a safe and risk-free 
environment. 

Whitney High School Band
"The Pride of the Wildcats"

Interested in 
signing up for band? 

Contact the Band Director at 
josh.nowlin@whitneyisd.org.

 Research has found that 
learning music facilitates 
learning other subjects and 
enhances skills that children 
inevitably use in other areas 
including language develop-
ment, spatial-temporal skills, 
pattern recognition, critical 
thinking, and so much more. 

Whitney High School Band
"The Pride of the Wildcats"

Interested in 
signing up for band? 

Contact the Band Director at 
josh.nowlin@whitneyisd.org.

Interested in 
signing up for band? 

Contact the Band Director at 
josh.nowlin@whitneyisd.org.

Interested in 
signing up for band? 

Contact the Band Director at 
josh.nowlin@whitneyisd.org.

"Music gives a soul to 
the universe, wings to 
the mind, flight to the 
imagination, and life 

to everything." - Plato

Join 
Whitney 
ISD Band

Interested in 
signing up for band? 

Contact the Band Director at 
josh.nowlin@whitneyisd.org.

"If I were not a physicist, I 
would probably be a musician. 
I often think in music. I live my 
daydreams in music. I see my 
life in terms of music." 

- Albert Einstein

Join 
Whitney 
ISD Band

Interested in 
signing up for band? 

Contact the Band Director at 
josh.nowlin@whitneyisd.org.

MEDICARE SOLUTIONS FOR TEXAS
Do You Have Medicare Questions? We Have Answers!

Doug Coursey  - Independent Broker

* Medicare Supplements   * Medicare Advantage Plans           
* Prescription Drug Plans

BENEFIT SPECIALISTS FOR:

Turning 65 soon? Call us to discuss your options.

Call today with your questions or for a free consultation.
254-694-1148

Local Independent Agents helping Texans since 1980
Visit our website: www.healthinsurancesvc.com  

Email us: doug@phisvc.com

Professional Health Insurance Services

lakelander
12ci b&w
$84
12-14-22
bill whitney family medicine

WE ARE HIRINGWE ARE HIRING
• Medical Assistant • Receptionist

APPLY IN PERSON 

Bilingual is strongly preferred.
Experience is required.

254-694-3621

1314 N. Brazos St.
 (next door to Sonic)

We offer a benefits package that include health 
care coverage, retirement, and paid time off. 

whitneyfamilymedicine.com

Monday-Friday, • 3pm - 5pm 

Please come ready Please come ready 
for on the spotfor on the spot
 interviewing. interviewing.

JOIN US THIS SUNDAY

SUNDAY SCHOOL AT 9:30AM
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP AT 10:50AM

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES AT 6:00PM

PROCLAIMING GOD'S TRUTH, IN LOVE, 
TO EVERY GENERATION

For more information about the church, visit 
www.fbcwhitney.org or call the church office

We hope to see you soon!

209 N. San Marcos • Whitney • 254.694.2555

FDI-1916M-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  AECSPAD

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Bank-issued,  

FDIC-insured

APY*

%

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 12/08/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. 
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs 
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Craig G Montgomery, AAMS™ 
Financial Advisor

1512 Brazos St 
Whitney, TX 76692 
254-694-6964

4.80 18-month

Tap into the benefits that CDs bring

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Several Production Jobs Available

Apply in person at 
TOP NOTCH PERSONNEL

101 West Elm, Hillsboro,TX 76645 • hillsboro@topnotchpersonnel.com

Now Hiring
CNC Operators, Night Production Workers, 

Experienced Concrete Workers, Experienced 
Industrial Maintenance. Other Jobs Available Too!

Pursuit starts in Pursuit starts in 
Whitney, ends Whitney, ends 
on Highway 22on Highway 22
 A vehicle pursuit that start-
ed in Whitney ended in a crash 
in the Peoria area Monday 
afternoon, December 5.
 According to reports, the 
chase began just before 1 p.m. 
after a reported accident near 
Brookshire's in Whitney in 
which one of the vehicles fled 
the scene.
 The driver led police on a 
pursuit that ended when he 
crashed the vehicle near the 
intersection of State Highway 
22 and Farm Road 3050. 
 The man then ran into a 
wooded area, where he was 
apprehended with assistance 
from a K-9. 
 Fire department personnel 
were called to the scene to 
extinguish a vehicle fire fol-
lowing the crash.
 The Hill County Sheriff's 
Office also responded. 
 An investigation was un-
derway as of press time, and 
the individual's name had not 
been released by authorities.

One injured One injured 
in accidental in accidental 
shootingshooting

The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office investigated an acci-
dental shooting at 5:25 p.m. 
Sunday, December 4.

Deputies were called to a 
restaurant in the 100 block 
of Susan Drive in Whitney in 
reference to a woman who had 
been shot in the leg. Accord-
ing to reports, the incident 
occurred as two couples were 
sitting at an outdoor picnic 
table and handling a gun that 
one of the individuals had just 
purchased, when it discharged 
and struck one of the women.

She was transported by 
CareFlite to Baylor Scott & 
White Hillcrest Medical Cen-
ter in Waco and was reported 
to be doing well.

According to Hill County 
Sheriff ’s Office Chief Dep-
uty Scott Robinson, all par-
ties were interviewed and no 
charges were filed as a result 
of the incident.

LOOKING BACK
Excerpts from The Whitney Messenger Archives

December 21, 1994December 21, 1994
Rebuilding finally begins for beloved courthouse

 One year, eleven months and 
14 days after the devastating 
fire that ripped through the 
landmark Hill County Court-
house and the hearts of admirers 
throughout the county, state and 
nation, ground breaking ceremo-
nies were held to begin resto-
ration efforts for the 100-year-old 
building. 
 Ironically, the weather on 
Wednesday morning, December 
14, was much the same as when 
onlookers gathered nearly two 
years ago to survey the damage, 
retrieve records, and stand in 
utter silence watching the lime-
stone structure smolder under 
drizzly hazy skies. But on this 
day, which was about 20 degrees 
warmer than in 1993, feelings 
of hope prevailed in the 200+ 
people gathered on the court-
house square, and the misty rain 
lifted as Hill County Judge Tom 
Walker stepped to the podium 
and announced the beginning 
of the restoration project.
 "Hopefully, by next Septem-
ber when you enter Hill County 
from the north, south, east or 
west, you will be able to see the 
clock tower as before," Judge 
Walker stated.
 The first phase of the resto-
ration project, which will restore 
the building back to its original 
1890 elegance, will begin with 
the exterior of the courthouse 
including the reconstruction of 
the clock tower and observation 
decking, replacement of the 
metal shingle roof, windows, 
wrought iron work, ornamental 
metal and bell, it will also abate 
lead based paint in the building.
 The project was contracted 
through the Texas Department 
of Transportation's Statewide 
Transportation Enhancement 
Program, which is federal funded 
through the Intermodal Surface     
Transporation Efficiency Act 
(ISTEA), to Bryan Construction 
of the Bryan-College Station 
area. ISTEA will provide 80 
percent of the $3,479,000 for 
the first phase of restoration. 
The additional 20 percent will 
be funded by the county.
 Among those speaking during 
the ceremony was TxDot Ex-
ecutive Director Bill Burnett. 
Burnett stated, "The Hill County 
Courthouse was one of 112 proj-
ects selected to  receive enhance-
ment funds, and this was the first 
community to get to the point of 
contract. I think that says a lot 
about the determination of the 

people of Hill County."
 "The one thing that has im-
pressed me since the fire is that 
there has been no decision other 
than restoration from Hill Coun-
ty residents," stated Architect 
Craig Melde, with ArchiTexas 
of Dallas, the firm in charge of 
restoration. He went on to say 
it is that determination that has 
gotten us to this point.
 Plans are already in the works 
for restoration of the interior of 
the courthouse and will return 
the structure, which is listed as 
a Texas Historic Landmark, a 
State Archaeological Landmark, 
and as one of Texas' ten most 
endangered historic properties, 
to its former appearance. There 
is even talk of replacing the 
wrought iron rail fencing around 
the ground which was erected 
when the building was new to 
tie visitors' horses while they 
conducted business inside.
 Most Hill County residents 
and visitors remember the in-
terior of the building as a mass 
of pale green from the 1970's 
"updating." When restored, 
history will be reborn as the 
interior takes on the character of 
the 1890's. However, standards 
for comfort and safety will be 
brought up to current codes with 
modern electrical, plumbing and 
fire protection systems installed, 
and for the first time the building 
will be handicap accessible.
 There is no doubt that the 
total restoration will take several 
years and will cost more than 
eight million dollars, but new 
life seems to be breathing from 
the courthouse square this week 
as the effort takes a step toward 
reconstruction.

Letters to Santa
 Dear Santa,
 I want a Play hose and to play-
hoses and to bags and a rabbit.
 Love, Clayton

 Dear Santa,
 I want a noser Boser I want 
boxing govz. I want three Christ-
mas trees. I want a sago. I want 
6000$. I want euree theing.
 Love, Colin

 Dear Santa,
 How are you? I am fin. I want 
two game boys. I want 3 rangrs. 
A yellow rangr. A blue rangr. A 

pink rangr. I want a ril nif. I want 
a scat bord. I want a santa cap. 
Thank you, Rascen Vincent.

 Dear Santa, 
 Plae bring me my size barbae 
a computer and a typer.
 Love, Melissa

 Dear Santa,
 Please bring me a cat and a 
dog. I love you Santa ho ho ho.

 Dear Santa,
 I want three dogs. I want a cat 
I want a bucuhed.
 Love, Cody Shillling

 Dear Santa,
 How are you. I want a lion 
king book. I want a jump rope. I 
want a power ranger suit. thank 
you.
 Love Brandie Smith

 Dear Santa,
 Please bring me my sis borbe 
and desing borbe: XOXOXOX-
OXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOX-
OXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOX-
OXOXOXO. And i want a swing 
an i want roller skate.
 Love, Kirstie

 Dear Santa,
 Santa I wish I cood have a 
little dog on Christmas day.
 Love, Alisha

 Dear Santa,
 I wont sum toys and tampleen. 
I wont a christmas tre.
 Love, Noah Vigil

 Dear Santa,
 I want a new boll and sumnov 
crayons and a yo-yo and a my sis 
Bardy and a new dress and a new 
piar uv shoes. I want a game and 
a new bike. I love you Santa. 
 Love, Amanda M.
Dear Santa,
 Hey, a white cat named snow-
ball. A toy big truck that the 
doors open.
 Love, Ben

Fair volunteers, Fair volunteers, 
sponsors and sponsors and 
vendors soughtvendors sought
 Volunteers, sponsors and 
vendors are needed for the 
upcoming Hill County Fair, 
which will be held the week 
of January 22, 2023.
 Organizers are inviting any-
one interested in helping with 
this year's fair to find a way to 
get involved. Volunteers are 
needed throughout the fair 
in a number of areas, creative 
arts judges are needed, and 
vendor booths are available.
 There are also opportuni-
ties for belt buckle sponsors 
and creative arts and ag me-
chanics division sponsorships.
 For more information, email 
hillcountyfair@gmail.com.
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Love One Another 

A Kind & 
Compassionate 
Act Is Often 
Its Own Reward

208 E 5th Street,  Blum
Pastor Kaitlynn Shannon 

(Talk or Text)
254-221-6285

Sunday Services 9:30am

— Multi Denominational —
RIVER OF LIFE

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Just West of LW Dam 

at Smith Bend on FM 2114
108 CR 3625 • Clifton 

 254-622-8555
Rev. Jeff & Linda Bilton

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:20 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship 
10:30 a.m.

www.facebook.com/riveroflifetx

— Nazarene —
WHITNEY FIRST CHURCH 

OF THE NAZARENE
1103 N. Brazos St., Whitney

254-694-2949
Pastor: Billy Stone

Sunday School.....9:30am 
Fellowship.....10:30am 
Worship.....10:45 a.m.

MONDAYS
Women’s Bible Study...10:00Am

WEDNESDAYS
Bible Study...7:00pm

www.whitneynazarene.com
whitneyfcn@gmail.com    

For information on listing your church in the directory  
Call 254-694-4344 / Email ads@lakelander.com

PEORIA BAPTIST 
1347 FM 1947 • Hillsboro, Texas

Pastor - Eddie Booth
Sunday School.....10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship.....11 a.m.

PRAIRIE VALLEY BAPTIST
741 HCR 2101 – 5 mi. S. of Whitney

254-694-2056
www.prairievalleybaptist.org
Rusty Penney, Senior Pastor

Chris Eller, Interim Youth Pastor
Joann Penney, Children’s Dir.

SUNDAY
Sunday School…..9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship…..10:45 a.m.
Adult Bible Study....5-6 p.m.

Young Adults & Youth
Bible Studies & Fellowship....5-7 p.m.

MONDAY
Men’s Prayer Group.....7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Adult Bible Study....6-7 p.m.

Youth Bible Study & 
Fellowship...6-8 p.m.
Children’s Games & 

Bible Study..6:00-7:30 p.m.

STEINER BAPTIST 
Independent 1611 K.J.V. Baptist

“The Little Brown Church”
FM 1713 Between

Katy Bridge &  Hwy. 56
John Moore, Pastor 254-205-9558

Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Sunday Evening.....6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening.....7:00 p.m.

TOWASH  BAPTIST
2 miles S. of Whitney on Highway 22

Dr. Bruce Page, Pastor
Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Service.....6:00 p.m.
2nd /4th Wed. Town Hall.....6:30 p.m.

TRIANGLE PARK BAPTIST
104 Pleaasant Dr. • Lake Whitney 
Near Bonanza Shopping Center

Grady Swinscoe, Pastor
HOME: 254-694-5571
CELL: 254-479-1709

Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.

Sunday Evening Service.....5:30 p.m.
Wed. Night Bible Study.....6:30 p.m.

— Bible —
BETHEL BIBLE CHURCH

5 Miles East of Whitney on Hwy. 22,
 then 2 Miles North on FM 3050

Pastor - Robert Wilkinson
254-580-8491

Sunday School......9:45 a.m.- 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.

Sunday Evening.....5:00 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting....5:00 p.m. 

— Church of Christ — 

Laguna Park Church of Christ
7136 FM 56 

(South of Hwy 22 intersection)
Mike Haynes, Minister

 Sunday Bible 
Class....................10:00

Morning Worship...........11:00
Evening Service...........4:00p

 
WHITNEY CHURCH OF CHRIST

Downtown Whitney
Bruce Martin, Minister

Sunday Morning Bible Class.....9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....10:00a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship.....5:00pm
Wednesday Evening Bible Study.....7:00 p.m.

— Christian — 
Non Denominational 
OLIVE BRANCH CHURCH
(FULL GOSPEL- POST TRIB)

907 E. Pick St. • Whitney 
Bland & Pat Baker,  Pastors

Sunday Morning Worship...10:30 a.m..

— Cowboy —

OPEN RANGE 
COWBOY CHURCH     

582 FM 1713 • Whitney 
254-694-7543

Pastor - Gerald Dudley
General information email address:

orccoffice@yahoo.com
Early Sunday Worship.....8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship.....10:00 a.m.
Children’s Church.....10:30 a.m.

 
— Fellowship —

WHITNEY FELLOWSHIP
AT THE FORUM

101 N. Brazos • Whitney
Dell Glenn, Pastor

254-266-0050
Sunday Worship.....10:30 a.m.

— Inter Denominational —

WHITE BLUFF CHAPEL
FM 933 North in White Bluff Resort

Dr. Randy Marshall, Pastor
 Bible Study - 8:00a.m. & 9:00a.m.

Sunday Worship 
9:00a.m. & 10:30a.m.

Youth Fellowship - 6:00p.m.
254-694-7060

email: office@whitebluffchapel.org
website: www.whitebluffchapel.org

— Lutheran —

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN 
Highway 22 West  • Whitney

254-694-3234
www.oslcwhitney.org
Rev. Philip Wottrich

Sunday Bible Study.....8:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service.....10:00 a.m.

— Methodist —

KING MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Kaitlynn Shannon

254-694-2599
502 N. Colorado •  Whitney

email: kmumc@windstream.net
SUNDAY

Sunday Morning Casual Worship 
8:00 a.m..

Morning Worship ................11:00 a.m. 
(In person and Online)

MONDAY
ESL Classes 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.

TUESDAY
LW Senior Center.....9 a.m.-1 p.m.

KING MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST

THRIFT STORE
Tuesday 9:00 am – 1:00 p.m.

Saturday 9:00 a.m. – p.m. 

KOPPERL METHODIST 
CHURCH

144 FM 1859, 2 Blks. E. of FM 56, 
Kopperl • 254-715-6139
Reverend John Wood

Sunday Morning Worship.....9:00 a.m.
Sunday School.....10:00 a.m.

UM Women (3rd Wed.)....6:00 p.m.
BLUM UNITED METHODIST  

— Anglican —
OUR LADY OF THE

LAKE ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Hwy. 22 • Laguna Park

1 mi. West of Dam
 214-256-1497

www.ourladyanglican.weebly.com 
Holy Communion Sunday.....11:15 a.m

— Assembly of God —

ABIDING LIFE CHURCH
(Christ Centered - Family Oriented)

North FM 933 • 1105 N. Brazos
Whitney • 254-694-2147
Curtis McGehee, Pastor 

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Family Night (Bible Classes) 
Wednesday..7:00 p.m.

Prayer Meeting Saturday..6:00 p.m.
Visit our website 

abidinglifechurch.org

— Baptist —

AQUILLA FIRST BAPTIST 
Jesse Motley, Pastor

Sunday Bible Study.....9:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Prayer.....6:00 p.m.
Wed. Children’s  & Youth..6:00 p.m.

CEDAR CREEK BAPTIST
5643 FM933 • Whitney 

 254-221-0820
 www.cedarcreeklife.org

Rev. Ricky Gobert , Pastor
SUNDAY

Sunday School.....9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship..10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship...5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Teamkid and youth programs.. 

5:30–7:15

FIRST BAPTIST OF KOPPERL
177 FM Kopperl

Pastor Darrell Wallace
254-889-3579

Sunday Sunday School- 9:45am
Community Breakfast
 (1 st. Sun) 9:30am

Sunday morning Worship 11am
Wednesday

Team Kid- 6:30pm
Youth Meeting- 6:30pm

FIRST BAPTIST
OF LAKESIDE VILLAGE

Steve Allen, Pastor
156 CR 1307 • Lakeside Village 
(west side of lake off Hwy. 56)

254-775-4705
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.

FIRST BAPTIST
Jay Morris, Senior Pastor

Randy Hayes, Worship Pastor
Jason & Karminn Elmore, Youth Ministry

Maggie Smith, Director of Children’s 
Ministries

209 N. San Marcos, Whitney
www.fbcwhitney.org

254-694-2555
SUNDAY

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:50 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Kidz Klub, Youth & Adult Bible 

Study....6:00 p.m.

FORT GRAHAM BAPTIST 
FM 933 5 miles N. • Whitney

2 miles W. on FM 2604 
254-694-5472

gofgbc@gmail.com
Larry Blackmon, Pastor

Sunday School.....9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.
Sunday Children’s Church.....11:00 a.m.

THRIFT STORE
Every Mon. & Sat.....10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

LAKE WHITNEY BAPTIST
642 CR 3118 • Whitney

Located off Hwy. 22 on CR 3118
Near Laguna Park • 254-622-8339

Carrol Hambrick, Pastor
Ronnie & Lee Ann Bosher - Music

Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship.....10:50 a.m.

Evening Service.....5:00 p.m.

“My wife knew that I was  
  mixing things up at work.”

— Mario, living with Alzheimer’s

When something feels different,
it could be Alzheimer’s.
Now is the time to talk.

Visit

to learn more
alz.org/ourstories

Obituaries   

Fuel At Competitive 
Prices

24 HOUR FUELING
NON ETHANOL

• On Road Diesel
 • Off Road Diesel

• Gasoline
• Oil

• Lubricant
• Pumps - Parts

• Equipment - Tanks

MyattFuels.net
Clifton: (254) 675-8107        West: (254) 826-5101

BOTH LOCATIONS!

Richard Douglas Mullens
1944-2022

On December 
1, 2022, Richard 
Douglas Mullens 
was lifted to his 
heavenly garden 
in God's house. 
He passed away 
in his home in 
Whitney at the 
age of 78. 

Richard was 
born on May 28, 
1944, in Mexia. During his life-
time he enjoyed many different 
adventures, including working 
for Coca Cola USA for 32 years, 
retiring in 1998. He served 
our country in Signal Corps in 
the Army in Italy and regaled 
us with many stories of his 
service. He included photogra-
phy, bird watching, gardening, 
home building, lots of Mac-
Gyver projects, according to 
the children, and being an avid 
RV traveler, which included 
adventures too numerous to 
list to his accomplishments. 
He made many lifelong friends 
wherever they roamed and 

hos ted  m a n y 
a happy hour 
gat h e r i n g  a t 
their home here 
in Whitney. 

He was pre-
ceded by:  his 
m o m ,  D o r i s 
Smith Mullens; 
his dad, James 
Ray Mul lens ; 
and his sibling, 

James Ray Mullens III. 
Richard is survived by: his 

wife of 45 years, Brenda Wilson 
Mullens; son, Richie (Nikky) 
Mullens; grandchildren, Korry 
and Kole; and great-grandchil-
dren, Kolbi and Eli. 

Dick will be sorely missed by 
all of us who knew and loved 
him and by his family, friends, 
neighbors, associates from all 
his walks of life. Keep all those 
birds flying and flowers and 
plants flourishing. We will see 
you on the other side. 

Condolences may be made 
online at www.marshallandmar 
shallfd.com.

Chad Eric Snyder
1979-2022

Chad Eric Sny-
der, 43, of Whit-
ney, passed away 
peacefully at his 
residence Mon-
day November 28, 
2022. 

Chad was born 
May 9, 1979, in 
Clifton to Alan and 
Christy (Vinson) 
Snyder. He grew 
up in Whitney and 
was a graduate of Whitney 
High School in 1997. For many 
years, Chad worked as a heavy 
equipment operator. When not 
in the company of his family 
and friends, he enjoyed his time 
repairing small engines, adding 
to his collection of knives, tools 
and anything of history. He 
shared an interest in classic cars 
and historical events with an 

eagerness to always 
help someone in 
need. 

Chad was pre-
ceded in death by 
his mother, mater-
nal and paternal 
grandparents. 

He is survived 
by: wife, Kelly Sny-
der; father, Alan, 
and step-mother, 
Joyce Snyder; chil-

dren, Eric Snyder, Leigh Bailey 
Snyder, Brentley Jones, Tiffany 
Meyer and Aliah Coates; brother, 
Michael Snyder; step-brother, 
Mike Jones; and four grandchil-
dren, numerous aunts, uncles, 
cousins, and a host of friends. 

Please join us in a memorial/ 
potluck service for Chad Decem-
ber 18 at 101 Chapel of Light 
Drive in Whitney at 1 p.m. 

Barbara Jonell (BJ) 
Grabener Holley

Barbara Jonell 
(BJ)  Grabener 
Holley passed qui-
etly in her sleep 
on the 26th of No-
vember. 

B a rb a ra  wa s 
born and raised 
in Texas and lived 
in many places 
throughout  the 
s t at e .  B a rb a ra 
loved her great 
state of Texas! She was mar-
ried to Harvey Holley for 45 
wonderful years, and is sur-
vived by three of her children, 
Wendell, Edwin and Harvet; 
her brother, Thomas Wayne; 
and grandchildren, Derek 
and Nick. 

Barbara had her own busi-
ness as a beautician and was 
an avid golfer, hunter and 
traveler.  She loved spending 

time with family 
and friends and 
he lped  o thers 
along their path. 

A celebration 
of life funeral will 
be held at White 
Bluff Chapel on 
S aturday,  De -
cember 17 from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
During this time 
there will be a 

potluck, with attendees bring-
ing a dish to share if possible. 
Stories and pictures will be 
shared by family and friends to 
commemorate her life. 

An open-casket graveside 
service will be at 3 p.m. at 
the Grandview Cemetery on 
December 17. Viewing will be 
December 16 from 4 to 7 p.m. 
at the Rosser Funeral Home in 
Cleburne. 

Tana Marie Rode Ryals
1966 – 2022

Ta n a  M a r i e 
Rode Ryals, age 
56, passed away 
peacefully in her 
h o m e  i n  Fo r t 
Worth Saturday, 
November  12 , 
2022. 

Tana was born 
September 19, 
1966 in Red Bank, 
New Jersey. She 
married Robert 
(Bob) Ryals on October 10, 1992 
and they were happily married 
for 30 years.

Tana was a loving housewife, 
mother and grandmother. Hav-
ing health issues for most of her 
life did not keep her from always 
being positive and uplifting. She 
woke up every morning whis-
tling. She was beautiful inside 
and out and had the most kind, 
gentle and loving soul. 

Tana was pre-
ceded in death by: 
her parents, Jim 
and Sue Holder; 
stepson, Brandon 
Ryals; and a grand-
daughter.

She is survived 
by:  her  loving 
husband,  Rob -
ert (Bob) Ryals; 
daughter,  Rian 
Wheeler;  step -

daughters, Misty Edens, Mi-
chelle Casey and her husband 
Philip; stepson, Mike Wynne; 
brothers, Mike Brigandi and his 
wife Kim, Kevin Holder and his 
wife Julie; sister, Cassie Combs 
and her husband Mark; 10 grand-
children; 8 great-grandchildren; 
and many nieces, nephews, 
extended family and friends. 

A celebration of Tana’s life will 
be planned for a later date. 
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School’s In:
Drive Safely & 
Always Stop 

For School Buses

Like us on Facebook  
for updates and more!

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

of property at AMERICAN SELF STORAGE located at 1401 N.  BRAZOS STREET  in
Whitney, TX 76692.  

Sale it to satisfy a Landlords Lien and will be held  “ONLINE”at  www.storagetreasures.com
Bidding will conclude on Thursday, December 22, 2022 at or after 10:00 a.m. Unit 
items sold for cash to the highest bidder.

Units may contain appliances, baby items, books, household furniture, lawn and garden 
items, clothing, contractor supplies, equipment, memorabilia, tools, electronics, boxes, 
totes, tubs and other items often not visible. Property includes the contents of spaces of the 
following Tenants: DIAMOND DANGEL, MILDRED LISTER, JEFF KILPATRICK, SARA 
WOOD AND MERSADIES WALKER.  Seller reserves the right to withdraw the contents of 
any space before the sale is � nal if tenant settles account. For more info call 254-694-7867.

12 ci Combo
$129.60
Run TFN

All Types Roofing 
 • Room Additions

Interior & Exterior Paint 
Siding & Gutters • Windows

We install Mueller Metal Roofs
FREE ESTIMATES

(888)726-4322 • (254)399-9061

Inc.

"We will meet or beat 
ANY competitor’s written estimate"

We’d Like To Be Your 
Advertising Agency.    But.....
When You’re The New Guy On The Block And
 You Go Out Looking For Business, You Get An 

Awful Lot Of Buts Thrown At You.
 Like “We’d Like You To Handle Our Advertising, 
But...” Or “What You Say Is Interesting, But...”

Bentley Agency Advertising
254-266-1372 • 989-294-3692

At 

BENTLEY AGENCY
We Won’t “But” you

If You Bring Us Your Business, 
We Will Do A Professional Job For You!

And No Ifs, Ands...or Buts!

Morgan ISD is looking for bus drivers to drive our teams to away 
games. The candidate needs to have the passenger endorsement 

and be certified to operate a school bus. The candidate must 
have the ability to safely and legally operate our school buses to 

transport students and coaches to sports and other activities. The 
driver will be paid $20 per hour from the time the bus leaves until 

the bus returns. For more information, please contact Jason O. 
Whitney, MISD Transportation Director, at 254-635-2311

BUS DRIVER NEEDEDBUS DRIVER NEEDED LL or TB?
4CI $28 per week
10/19/22-?
Bill Morgan ISD

MMaakkee  aa  DDiiffffeerreennccee  aatt  AAqquuiillllaa  IISSDD  
Become a Substitute Teacher 

Work a School Day Schedule. 
Choose When and Where you 

work Starting at $80 a Day! 

Aquilla ISD 
254-694-3770

AAppppllyy::  
www.aquillaisd.net

Click on "Sub at AISD"  

New Sub Orientation Meeting
January 3rd at 9:00 AM 

AISD Welcome Center

LLoovvee..  SSeerrvvee..  CCaarree..

SSUUBB  @@AAIISSDD

Lakelander
12/14,12/21&12/28
12CI
$124 per Week
$372 total
Bill Aquilla ISD

Sub @AISD

New Sub Orientation Meeting
January 3rd @ 9 a.m.

AISD Welcome Center

M & M TOURS 
2023

Spring Mystery Tour
March 22-24, 2023

Waltz Across TX-Austin
April 19-21, 2023

Noah's Ark Tour
June 20-24, 2023

Ph. Delana 
254-266-0376

Charlie
 1-800-700-9620

1X3
$20/week

Classified
$17/3 weeks

M & M TOURS-2023.
Spring Mystery Tour- March 
22-24, 2023. Waltz Across 
TX-Austin - April 19-21, 2023. 
Noah's Ark Tour - June 20-24, 
2023. Ph. Delana: 254-266-
0376. Charlie:1-800-700-9620

Hillcrest Garden of Memory 

3838 State HWY 22, Hillsboro, TX 76645
254-582-2630

6ci
$36
TFN 
CHARGE WEEKLY
Alternate between LL and TB

254-266-5369 
lonestarmhleveling@gmail.com

Nathan Ford, Operations Manager

Lonestar Mobile Home 
Leveling & Skirting LLC

www.lonestarleveling.com

6ci
EOW
$42.00
Charge CC 

DAR to place DAR to place 
wreaths at wreaths at 
cemeterycemetery

The Fort Graham Chapter 
National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolution, 
in a joint effort with Wreaths 
Across America, will conduct 
the laying of the wreaths on 
veterans’ graves Saturday, 
December 17. 

The event will begin at 10 
a.m. at Whitney Memorial 
Park. 

Sponsored wreaths will 
be laid on veterans' graves 
as they are remembered for 
their service. All are invited 
to gather around the flag pole 
near the cemetery’s entrance 
to begin the ceremony. 

For more information, call 
Janice Sanders at 817-648-
9278.

Brought to you by
The Whitney

Church of Christ
“Because We Care”

Watch each Sunday morning:

Sunday, December 18
Topics subject to change without notice

7:30 a.m. Waco, KWTX TV
Channel 44 

7:30 a.m. KTXD TV
Channel 47

8:30 a.m. KTXA TV
Channel 21

“A Noteworthy 
Miracle”

Peter and John healed a 
man over forty years old 
who had been born lame. 
Each day he was carried 
to the temple gate called 
Beautiful and begged alms. 
What the apostles did for 
him was a miracle no one 
could deny.

TxDOT urges Texans to fi nd a TxDOT urges Texans to fi nd a 
sober ride this holiday seasonsober ride this holiday season

Six years have passed since 
a drunk driver killed Azeza 
Salama’s fi ancé and sent her 
and her two children to the 
hospital, but her memories of 
the crash remain as vivid as the 
day it happened. 

As people celebrate the hol-
idays with friends and family, 
TxDOT wants stories such as 
Azeza’s to remind everyone to 
always fi nd a sober ride.

Last year, Texas saw 48,641 
traffi c crashes during the hol-
iday season—December 1, 
2021, through Jan. 1, 2022—
which resulted in 433 fatalities 
and 1,695 serious injuries. 

Almost a quarter of those 
deaths—23%—were DUI-alco-
hol related with 98 people killed 
and 236 seriously injured in 
drunk driving crashes.

“With everything going on 
in the world these past few 
years, we want everyone to be 
able to celebrate this joyous 
time of year without the tragic 
consequences of drinking and 
driving,” said TxDOT Execu-
tive Director Marc Williams. 
“Get together with family and 
friends and have a great time, 
but please fi nd an alternative 
way home if you choose to 

drink. You have many options 
available.”

Drunk driving crashes can be 
easily prevented, yet they can 
have serious physical, emotion-
al and fi nancial consequences 
that can last for years. Des-
ignate a sober driver, call a 
taxi, use a rideshare service, 
stay put, call a friend or family 
member, or use public transpor-
tation to ensure you get home 
safely if you decide to drink.

To encourage everyone to 
enjoy the holidays without 
drinking and driving, TxDOT’s 
“Drive Sober. No Regrets.” 
campaign will launch new PSAs 
on TV, radio, billboards, social 
media and at establishments 
such as bars, restaurants and 
convenience stores statewide.

A series of events will also 
take place across the state with 
video testimonials from Texans 
like Azeza Salama. These sto-
ries feature people sharing in 
their own words how they deal 
with the consequences of drunk 
driving—either as an offender 
or survivor. The videos plus 
tips on fi nding a sober ride can 
be found at SoberRides.org.

The “Drive Sober. No Re-
grets.” campaign is a key com-
ponent of #EndTheStreakTX, a 
broader social media and word-
of-mouth effort that encourages 
drivers to make safer choices 
while behind the wheel, such 
as wearing a seat belt, driving 
the speed limit, never texting 
and driving, and never driving 
under the infl uence of alcohol 
or other drugs. 

November 7, 2000, was the 
last deathless day on Texas 
roadways.

LARGE PRINT patrons, 
good news! The library has 
50 new titles from the Central 
Texas Library System (CTLS) 
large print circuit; all available 
for checkout for the next three 
months when a new shipment 
will arrive.

Calling all birders! This 
coming Sunday, December 18, 
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., partici-
pate in the fi rst annual Christ-
mas Bird Count, the world’s 
oldest citizen science program. 
For information, count maps 
and registration, send email 
to: Kyle.J.Watter@usace.army.
mil. Morning, evening and all-
day shifts are available.

Christmas activity packs for 
children are now available at 
the front desk. If you need a 
few Christmas cards to send, 
the library has some for you; 
inquire at the front desk.

The library will be closed 
on Friday, December 23 in ob-
servance of Christmas. During 
Christmas break, the library 
will have activities for young 
and old to enjoy including 
Lego Creation Station; puz-
zles; AWE Children’s Comput-
ers; and Christmas crafts and 
books.

About Us
 The library is located at 602 
East Jefferson Avenue in Whit-
ney and can be reached at 254-
694-4639. You may also visit the 
library website at www.whitney 
library.org. Scan the QR code 
below to access the library 
website and see what activities 
and resources await you.

LW Public 
Library  
News
Denise Carter, Library Director

Four Seasons
Bridge Club

 The Four Seasons Bridge 
winners for Thursday, Decem-
ber 8, were as follows: first 
- Madeleine Lively, second - 
Anne Fox, third - Linda Yeary, 
fourth - Ron Hillier, penny pot 
-Linda Snyder.
 If you would like to join our 
group for party bridge, call or 
text 972-816-7772. We play at 
noon on the second and fourth 
Thursday of each month in 
White Bluff.

First annual ‘Christmas Bird Count’ First annual ‘Christmas Bird Count’ 
planned at Lake Whitney Sundayplanned at Lake Whitney Sunday

Beginners and experienced 
birders alike are invited to 
join in the fi rst annual Whit-
ney Lake Christmas Bird 
Count Sunday, December 18, 
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers welcomes all to 
join in the exploration of the 
lake area while participating 
in the world’s oldest citizen 
science program. Partici-
pants will learn about the 
birds of North Central Texas 
and the hobby of birding. 

There are shifts available 
for morning and evening, as 
well as all-day shifts. Drivers 
and experienced birders are 
needed, but all with an inter-
est in the event are welcome. 

For the 123rd year, the 
National Audubon Society is 
organizing the annual Audu-
bon Christmas Bird Count. 
Between December 14 and 
January 5, tens of thousands 
of bird-loving volunteers will 
participate in counts across 
the Western Hemisphere. 
The twelve decades’ worth 
of data collected by partic-
ipants contribute to one of 
only two large existing pools 
of information notifying orni-
thologists and conservation 
biologists of what conser-
vation action is required to 
protect birds and the places 
they need. 

The Audubon CBC is one 
of the longest-running wild-

life censuses in the world. 
Each individual count takes 
place in a 15-mile-wide circle 
and is led by a compiler re-
sponsible for safely organiz-
ing volunteers and submit-
ting observations directly to 
Audubon. Within each circle, 
participants tally all birds 
seen or heard that day—not 
just the species but total 
numbers to provide a clear 
idea of the health of that par-
ticular population. 

“The Audubon Christmas 
Bird Count is a great tradi-
tion and opportunity for ev-
eryone to be a part of more 
than 12 decades of ongoing 
community science,” said 
Geoff LeBaron, Audubon 
CBC director, who fi rst start-
ed leading the community 
science effort in 1987. 

“Adding your observations 
helps scientists and conser-

vationists discover trends 
that make our work more im-
pactful. Participating in the 
Audubon CBC is a fun and 
meaningful way to spend a 
winter for anyone and every-
one.” 

The group will meet at 
the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers offi ce, located at 285 
County Road 3602, Clifton, 
at the Whitney Dam. 

For more information, 
count maps or to sign up, 
email Kyle.J.Watter@usace.
army.mil.

Hill County Day Hill County Day 
In Austin set for In Austin set for 
March 2023March 2023

Hill County Day in Austin has 
been set for Thursday, March 
16, 2023. It will be part of next 
year’s Texas legislative session.

Charter buses will transport 
Hill County residents for a 
day of activities at the capitol 
visiting with state leaders and 
attending opening sessions for 
both the House of Representa-
tives and Senate.

In the afternoon, state Sen-
ator Brian Birdwell, R-Gran-
bury, and the county’s state 
representative, Angelia Orr,  are 
expected to speak to the group.
In addition, representatives 
from key state agencies will 
be on hand in the afternoon to 
update citizens on legislation 
being considered.

Sponsors for the event are 
still needed due to the increased 
costs of buses. Gold sponsor-
ships are $500, Silver are $300 
and Bronze are $100.

For more information on 
serving as a sponsor, contact 
Art Mann at 254-715-1903 or 
email amann@hillsborotx.org.



HILLSBORO        FORD

HILLSBOROFORDtx.com

4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT
$$79.79.9999+T+Taxax

AC CAC Check-Upheck-Up
Includes Cabin Air Filter Includes Cabin Air Filter 

& AC Inspection& AC Inspection

$$89.89.0000+T+Taxax

$$199.199.0000+T+Taxax

BG Transmission FlushBG Transmission Flush

TIRES IN STOCK!
MAJOR BRANDS

AND SIZES!
*SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

Service  Spec ials!

SALES:SALES:
Mon.- Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.Mon.- Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

PARTS AND SERVICE:PARTS AND SERVICE:
Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

andand NOW OPEN NOW OPEN  
Saturdays 8 a.m. until 1 p.m.Saturdays 8 a.m. until 1 p.m.

254-582-5361
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COME JOIN US FOR
“Pot Luck – Senior Social Evening”

Bring your favorite dish
December 16, 2022

Let’s eat together around 5:30 pm and then play 
games, dance, corn hole, 42 Dominoes, or just 

get to know our neighbors and friends.

FAMILY LIFE CENTER
Doors open at 4:30 pm - 8:00 pm

503 N Colorado Street, Whitney, Texas

  Mon.- Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.Mon.- Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

107 N. Lavaca St., Whitney  • 254-694-5997

Town Hall Estates Whitney
Long Term Care & Rehabilitation 

is taking applications for:

101 San Marcus St. • Whitney, TX
254-694-2233

“Where Love Makes The Difference”
EEOC

LVN/RN
2 P.M. - 10 P.M.

White Bluff VFD receives Smith Grant
White Bluff Volunteer Fire Department recently received a George G. 
and Alva Hudson Smith Foundation grant to help fund new personal 
protective equipment (PPE). The grant provided funds to help replace 
Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) units used by f iref ighters. 
This form of PPE is comprised of a compressed air tank, regulator and 
harness, which allows a f iref ighter to breathe clean, cool air when 
surrounded by f ire and smoke. The grant amount of $9,400 funded 
the replacement of the f irst two SCBA units, which are 20 years old. 
The department will ultimately replace its current SCBA units with 16 
Draeger units that are lighter, have an increased time of use per tank 
and include modern safety features. The department would like to 
thank the Smith Foundation for granting the funds to initiate its SCBA 
replacement program.

gram, six months state jail
 James Archie Robinson Jr., 
failure to comply with sex 
offender duty to register for 
life/ 90 day, 15 years prison
 Rohan Ahmed Khan, pos-
session of ketamine under 400 
grams with intent to deliver, 
15 years prison
 Jamie Edward Comes, theft 
of property less than $2,500 
with two or more previous 
convictions, 10 months state 
jail
 Jerod Paul Davis, posses-
sion of dimethyltryptamine 
under one gram, nine months 
state jail; possession of meth-
amphetamine under one gram, 
nine months state jail
 Bianca Marie Olivarez, 
evading arrest detention with 
a vehicle, seven years prison; 
theft of mail between 10 and 
30 addresses, 12 months state 
jail; prohibited substance or 
item in a correctional facility, 
seven years prison
 Treyvon Tyrell Frederick, 
unlawful possession of a fire-
arm by a felon, five years 
prison; evading arrest deten-
tion with a vehicle, five years 
prison
 Devin Renee Curran, two 
counts of abandoning or en-
dangering a child, criminal 
negligence, 16 months state 
jail
 District Judge Lee Harris 
presides over the court.

that he believes it is import-
ant for officers to meet with 
citizens regularly and give 
the public opportunities to 
get involved in volunteer 
programs, like neighborhood 
crime watches. "You'd be 
surprised how many citizens 
want to engage with your 
police department if you just 
give them the opportunity," 
he said.

Following the interview, 
the council convened in 
closed session before resum-
ing open session and voting 
to allow the mayor to move 
forward with the process of 
hiring Hughes.

SENTENCES
continued from page 1

CHIEF
continued from page 1

LW State Park LW State Park 
plans Christmas plans Christmas 
contest Dec. 17contest Dec. 17
 Lake Whitney State Park is 
encouraging campers to fill the 
park with Christmas cheer by dec-
orating their campsites Saturday, 
December 17.
 From sunset until 8 p.m., vis-
itors will be allowed a free drive 
through the park to see the most 
festive decorations. Guests who 
participate by decorating their 
campsites will receive a discount 
on their stay. 
 For more information, call park 
headquarters at 254-694-3793.

Hill College offering health and Hill College offering health and 
public service career trainingpublic service career training
 Spring registration for the 
2022–2023 academic year 
at Hill College is open. This 
spring, several programs are 
open on various campuses 
that provide technical certifi-
cations and associate degrees 
for students interested in 
public service and healthcare.

Criminal Justice,
Drug and Alcohol 

Counseling
 Criminal justice is one of 
America's fastest-growing 
career fields. Hill College's 
criminal justice program pro-
vides certificate and associate 
degree options, as well as 
university transfer opportu-
nities. Students can gain a 
successful foundation in law 
enforcement, corrections, as 
well as drug and alcohol abuse 
counseling. 
 These programs will be held 
online for the spring semester. 
Classes begin January 17. 

Police Academy
 The basic police academy 
program involves over 800 
hours of classroom and hands-
on training. Completion of 
this training allows individu-
als to take the TCOLE licens-
ing examination to become a 
Texas Peace Officer. 
 Spring registration deadline 
for the Hill County Campus 
program is January 9.

Emergency 
Medical Services

 The Hill College Emergen-
cy Medical Services (EMS) 
Professions Program prepares 
students to care for people in 
a pre-hospital setting as an 
Emergency Medical Techni-
cian-Basic or an Emergency 
Medical Technician-Paramed-
ic.
 Registration deadline is Jan-
uary 9, with classes held on 
the Johnson County Campus 
in the spring.

Fire Protection 
Services/Fire Academy

 The Hill College Fire Pro-
tection Technology Program 
offers comprehensive training 
and prepares students to be 
firefighters with classroom 
experience, hands-on skills 
and physical training. The 
Hill College Fire Academy is 
licensed by the Texas Com-
mission on Fire Protection.
 The Hill College program 
was recently named a na-
tionally ranked fire science 

program, ranking 38th (eighth 
in the state of Texas) out of 
the top 90 programs across 
the nation.
 Fire Protection Technology 
classes are offered in both 
day and hybrid blocks at both 
the Hill County and John-
son County campuses. Hill 
County campus is in person 
only; Johnson County campus 
offers a hybrid option. Spring 
classes begin January 17.

Cosmetology
 The Hill College Cosmetol-
ogy Program allows cosmetol-
ogy students the opportunity 
to take their knowledge to the 
next level with an associate 
degree upon graduation.
 The Johnson County Cam-
pus is accepting new students 
for the spring 2023 semester; 
classes begin January 17.
 For more information on 
any of the programs available 
at Hill College and to get start-
ed this spring, contact the 
advising team at advising@
hillcollege.edu or contact by 
phone at 254-659-7650 or 817-
760-5650.

Veterans invited Veterans invited 
to monthly to monthly 
lunch gatheringlunch gathering
 Veterans Pardners of Whitney 
is offering a covered-dish lun-
cheon to all area veterans every 
second Wednesday of the month. 
Setup will begin at 11:30 a.m., 
with serving beginning at noon.
 After lunch, veterans are 
invited to start a game of dom-
inoes, cards, pool or watch 
movies and visit. Those in 
attendance are also invited to 
visit the RSVP Resale Center 
and see the improvements.
 A Military Veterans Peer 
Network Meeting begins at 
1:30 p.m., and all are welcome 
to attend and consider joining. 
Those in attendance will hear 
about the beginning stages of 
the Veteran Families Recreation 
Hall and plans for the future.
 Veterans Pardners is  a 
501(c)3 nonprofit that benefits 
veterans and their families. It is 
located at 111 North Colorado 
Street in Whitney and open 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday 
through Friday.
 For more information, call 
254-206-3852.


