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  'Twas the night before Christ-
mas, when all through the house
  Not a creature was stirring, 
not even a mouse; 
  The stockings were hung by 
the chimney with care,
  In hopes that St. Nicholas soon 
would be there;
  The children were nestled all 
snug in their beds,
 While visions of sugar-plums 
danced in their heads;
  And mamma in her 'kerchief, 
and I in my cap,
  Had just settled down for a 
long winter's nap,
  When out on the lawn there 
arose such a clatter,
  I sprang from the bed to see 
what was the matter.
  Away to the window I flew like 
a flash,
  Tore open the shutters and 
threw up the sash.
  The moon on the breast of 
the new-fallen snow
  Gave the lustre of mid-day 
to objects below, 
  When, what to my wondering 
eyes should appear,
  But a miniature sleigh, and 
eight tiny reindeer,
  With a little old driver, so 
lively and quick,
  I knew in a moment it must 
be St. Nick.
  More rapid than eagles his 
coursers they came,
  And he whistled, and shouted, 
and called them by name;
  "Now, DASHER! now, 
DANCER! now, PRANCER 
and VIXEN! 
  On, COMET! on CUPID! on, 
DONNER and BLITZEN!
  To the top of the porch! to the 
top of the wall!
  Now dash away! dash away! 
dash away all!"
  As dry leaves that before the 
wild hurricane fly,
  When they meet with an 
obstacle, mount to the sky,
  So up to the house-top the 
coursers they flew,
  With the sleigh full of toys, 
and St. Nicholas too.
  And then, in a twinkling, I 
heard on the roof
  The prancing and pawing of 
each little hoof.
  As I drew in my hand, and was 
turning around,
  Down the chimney St. Nicholas 
came with a bound.
  He was dressed all in fur, from 
his head to his foot,
  And his clothes were all 
tarnished with ashes and soot;
  A bundle of toys he had flung 
on his back,
  And he looked like a peddler 
just opening his pack.
  His eyes -- how they twinkled! 
his dimples how merry!
  His cheeks were like roses, his 
nose like a cherry!
  His droll little mouth was
drawn up like a bow,
  And the beard of his chin 
was as white as the snow;
  The stump of a pipe he held 
tight in his teeth,
  And the smoke it encircled his 
head like a wreath;
  He had a broad face and a little 
round belly,
  That shook, when he laughed 
like a bowlful of jelly.
  He was chubby and plump, a 
right jolly old elf,
  And I laughed when I saw him, 
in spite of myself;
  A wink of his eye and a twist 
of his head,
  Soon gave me to know I had 
nothing to dread;
  He spoke not a word, but went 
straight to his work,
  And filled all the stockings; 
then turned with a jerk,
  And laying his finger aside of 
his nose,
  And giving a nod, up the 
chimney he rose;
  He sprang to his sleigh, to 
his team gave a whistle,
  And away they all flew like 
the down of a thistle.
  But I heard him exclaim, ere
 he drove out of sight,

 HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO 
ALL, AND TO ALL A 

GOOD NIGHT!
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   'Twas the night before Christ-
mas, when all through the house
  Not a creature was stirring, 
not even a mouse; 
  The stockings were hung by 
the chimney with care,
  In hopes that St. Nicholas soon 
would be there;
  The children were nestled all 
snug in their beds,
 While visions of sugar-plums 
danced in their heads;
  And mamma in her 'kerchief, 
and I in my cap,
  Had just settled down for a 
long winter's nap,
  When out on the lawn there 
arose such a clatter,
  I sprang from the bed to see 
what was the matter.
  Away to the window I fl ew like 
a fl ash,
  Tore open the shutters and 
threw up the sash.
  The moon on the breast of 
the new-fallen snow
  Gave the lustre of mid-day 
to objects below, 
  When, what to my wondering 
eyes should appear,
  But a miniature sleigh, and 
eight tiny reindeer,
  With a little old driver, so 
lively and quick,
  I knew in a moment it must 
be St. Nick.
  More rapid than eagles his 
coursers they came,
  And he whistled, and shouted, 
and called them by name;
  "Now, DASHER! now, 
DANCER! now, PRANCER 
and VIXEN! 
  On, COMET! on CUPID! on, 
DONNER and BLITZEN!
  To the top of the porch! to the 
top of the wall!
  Now dash away! dash away! 
dash away all!"
  As dry leaves that before the 
wild hurricane fl y,
  When they meet with an 
obstacle, mount to the sky,
  So up to the house-top the 
coursers they fl ew,
  With the sleigh full of toys, 
and St. Nicholas too.
  And then, in a twinkling, I 
heard on the roof
  The prancing and pawing of 
each little hoof.
  As I drew in my hand, and was 
turning around,
  Down the chimney St. Nicholas 
came with a bound.
  He was dressed all in fur, from 
his head to his foot,
  And his clothes were all 
tarnished with ashes and soot;
  A bundle of toys he had fl ung 
on his back,
  And he looked like a peddler 
just opening his pack.
  His eyes -- how they twinkled! 
his dimples how merry!
  His cheeks were like roses, his 
nose like a cherry!
  His droll little mouth was
drawn up like a bow,
  And the beard of his chin 
was as white as the snow;
  The stump of a pipe he held 
tight in his teeth,
  And the smoke it encircled his 
head like a wreath;
  He had a broad face and a little 
round belly,
  That shook, when he laughed 
like a bowlful of jelly.
  He was chubby and plump, a 
right jolly old elf,
  And I laughed when I saw him, 
in spite of myself;
  A wink of his eye and a twist 
of his head,
  Soon gave me to know I had 
nothing to dread;
  He spoke not a word, but went 
straight to his work,
  And fi lled all the stockings; 
then turned with a jerk,
  And laying his fi nger aside of 
his nose,
  And giving a nod, up the 
chimney he rose;
  He sprang to his sleigh, to 
his team gave a whistle,
  And away they all fl ew like 
the down of a thistle.
  But I heard him exclaim, ere
 he drove out of sight,

 HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO 
ALL, AND TO ALL A 

GOODNIGHT!

We wish you a very 
Merry Christmas & 
A Happy New Year

We are grateful to the many 

people who help make the 

Lake Whitney area a wonderful 

place to live, work and play. 

We hope all of our readers fi nd 

time to enjoy friends and family 

and share kindness with their 

neighbors this holiday season. 

Best wishes to all for a joyful 

Christmas and New Year.

Holiday printing Holiday printing 
schedule for schedule for 
The LakelanderThe Lakelander

The Lakelander will not 
be published Wednesday, De-
cember 29, to allow our staff 
to spend Christmas with their 
families. 

The Tacklebox will be deliv-
ered as usual. 
 If you have questions, call 
254-694-4344.

Hill County commissioners approve Hill County commissioners approve 
plan to consolidate voting precinctsplan to consolidate voting precincts

Most candidates unopposed Most candidates unopposed 
after primary fi ling wraps upafter primary fi ling wraps up

 The Hill County Commis-
sioners Court approved the con-
solidation of voting precincts 
in the county during a meeting 
held Tuesday, December 14.
 The Hill County Elections 
Commission reviewed the plan 
and recommended its approval 
to the court prior to the court's 
action. Hill County Judge Justin 
Lewis said that the commission 
and party chairs in the county 
unanimously agreed on the 
plan.
 The plan will reduce the num-
ber of voting precincts in the 
county from 22 to 13 and even 
out the populations. "We're not 
trying to make it more diffi cult 
to vote," Lewis said. "We're 
trying to make it easier."
 Lewis said that there were 
several reasons for the proposal, 
including the fact that some pre-
cincts have a huge turnout while 
others see very few voters. The 
judge said that it is also getting 
more and more diffi cult to fi nd 
election judges and clerks for 
that many precincts, and some 
areas no longer have a safe, 
accessible polling place.
 The county is also planning 
to operate three early voting 
locations in future elections. In 
the past, the only early voting 
option was in Hillsboro.
 Lewis said that early voting 
sites will be operated in Hills-
boro, Hubbard and Huron to in-
crease accessibility to residents 
throughout the county.
 Commissioners also reviewed 
proposed changes to the coun-
ty's tax abatement guidelines. 
Lewis said that he was pro-
viding the proposal to get the 

conversation started, and the 
updated document is expected 
to be back before the court for 
action later this month.
 If the proposal is approved, 
companies seeking a clean en-
ergy abatement in the county 
would receive less of a tax break 
over the 10-year term.
 For companies proposing 
a capital investment between 
$100 million and $200 million, 
the first-year abatement per-
centage would decrease to 65 
percent from the current 70 
percent. Years two and three 
would remain the same, at 60 
and 55 percent, but changes are 
proposed for years four through 
10. 
 Currently, a company re-
ceives a 55-percent tax break 
in year four and that percentage 
decreases until it reaches 30 
percent in year 10. Under the 
new plan, the abatement is 50 
percent in year four and de-
clines until it reaches 20 percent 
in the tenth and fi nal year of the 
agreement.
 Changes would also be made 
for clean energy companies in-
vesting more than $200 million 
in the county. The fi rst year of 
the agreement would still grant 
the company a 70-percent abate-
ment, but they will pay about 
fi ve percent more than the cur-
rent plan in years two through 
eight, when the abatement 
percentage falls from 65 percent 
in year two to 35 percent in year 
eight. 
 In the ninth year of the agree-
ment, the company would re-
ceive a 30-percent abatement, 
down from the current 40 per-

cent, and in the tenth year, 
it would receive a 25-percent 
abatement, down from 30 per-
cent.
 Another proposed change 
would require that aircraft pro-
tection systems be installed on 
any wind turbines. The system 
would not activate until an air-
craft was in the vicinity of the 
turbine.
 The court held a public 
hearing on the submission of 
an application to the Texas 
Department of Housing and 
Community Affairs for a Com-
munity Development Block 
Grant under the CARES act.
  If the county receives the 
grant, the plan is to upgrade 
the Exhibits Building at the 
Hill County Fairgrounds. The 
proposal includes doubling the 
size of the building and adding 
a generator, HVAC system and 
commercial-sized kitchen.
 The expansion could help the 
county better meet the needs of 
citizens in a future pandemic or 
other another emergency, such 
as when it was used as a warm-
ing center during February's 
winter storm.
 There were no public com-
ments during the hearing, and 
commissioners also approved 
an interlocal agreement with 
the Heart of Texas Council of 
Governments, which will assist 
the county with the grant appli-
cation.
 The court also voted to post 
notice of proposed changes to 

Whitney ISD receives clean, Whitney ISD receives clean, 
unmodifi ed opinion in auditunmodifi ed opinion in audit

The Whitney ISD Board of 
Trustees met Monday, Decem-
ber 13, in a regular session to 
hear administrator reports and 
review the district’s audit report.

The board heard a summary 
of the audit from Jaynes, Reit-
meier, Boyd and Therrell for the 
2020-2021 school year. A repre-
sentative with JRBT thanked 
everyone who assisted with the 
audit and said she did not have 
any diffi culties working with the 
management staff and expressed 
gratitude to the district for a 
smooth audit process. 

The district was issued a 
clean, unmodifi ed opinion, 
which is the highest rating that 
an entity can receive. The audit 
reported that the district budget-
ed for about $16.9 million in ex-
penditures, and the total amount 
expended by the district in the 
general fund was a little less than 
$15.8 million. 

Instruction, maintenance and 
data processing were the three 
sections that had the most pos-

itive variance, meaning the dis-
trict spent less than it budgeted 
for in those areas. The district 
spent $460,000 less than budget-
ed for instruction, $250,000 less 
than budgeted for maintenance 
and $100,000 less than budget-
ed for data processing. There 
were no material weaknesses or 
compliance matters to report. 
The board approved the audit as 
presented. 

Assistant Superintendent 
Melody Haley presented a 
budget amendment to allocate 
$4,500 more for the drug testing 
program at the high school. The 
budget allocated $2,500 to this 
area, and the board approved 
the budget amendment to move 
$4,500 from the fund balance 
to drug testing expenses. Haley 
anticipates that the district will 
have leftover funds in various 
sections of the budget, so she 
expects that the $4,500 will be 
added back to the fund balance.

The board then heard ad-

 The majority of local candi-
dates will be unopposed in next 
year's election cycle after the 
fi ling period ended with mostly 
uncontested races at the county 
level Monday, December 13. 
 Most Republican incumbents 
in Hill County filed to keep 
their seats, with only County 
Treasurer Rhonda Burkhart and 
Precinct 3 Justice of the Peace 
Brad Henley not fi ling for new 
terms.
 Hill County Assistant Audi-
tor Rachel Parker was the only 
candidate to seek the offi ce of 
treasurer, and Shannon Skilling, 
who has worked as a court clerk 
for Precinct 3 and currently 
serves as the City of Hubbard's 
municipal judge, fi led for the 
Precinct 3 justice of the peace 
seat. 
 The race for Bosque County's 
Precinct 2 justice of the peace 
received the most interest, with 

three candidates fi ling. Those 
competing in the Republican 
primary will be Leslie Perry, a 
police offi cer; Michele Valdez, a 
court clerk; and Stan Salome, a 
range safety offi cer.
 At the state level, former Hill 
County District Clerk Angelia 
Orr is running to serve the new-
ly created Texas House District 
13. Former Limestone County 
Sheriff Dennis Wilson is also 
seeking that House seat. The 
two candidates will compete in 
the Republican primary. 
 The winner will face either 
Marlin City Manager Cedric 
Davis or Cuevas Peacock, As-
sociate Director of Community 
Relations at Baylor University, 
who will be candidates for the 
House seat in the Democratic 
primary.
 Congressman Jake Ellzey, 
who currently represents the 

see COURT on page 3

see FILING on page 3

see WISD on page 3

The Whitney City Council 
met in a regular session Thurs-
day, December 15 to consider 
regular monthly business and 
discuss rezoning requests.

At the beginning of the meet-
ing, Council Member Martis 
Ward voted against approval of 
the minutes of the December 5 
special council meeting, stating 
that he wanted it noted that he 
was not notified of the meeting. 

In departmental reports, May-
or Jerry Barker recognized the 
Public Works Department and 
Event Coordinator Pam Town-
ley for their work on the recent 
Christmas parade and tree light-
ing, which he was unable to at-
tend due to illness. He said that 
the Whitney Housing Authority 
recently had an inspection and 
scored 99.77% out of a possible 
100%, and he commended them 
for their efforts. The mayor also 
pointed out that sales tax reve-
nue is up 23% in the city from 
last year.

In her report, Townley 
thanked the Public Works De-
partment for its work on the 
Christmas lights and tree down-
town and assistance with the 
parade, and she also recognized 
the fire department and police 
department for working togeth-
er on the event. She said that a 
couple of glitches were identified 
and will be addressed next year, 
but the event went well overall.

Library Director Denise Car-
ter was out sick but submitted 
her packet to the council, show-
ing that the library had 530 
visitors in November, issued 21 
new library cards and offered 48 
programs. The library is offering 
craft kits for children while they 

are out of school that can either 
be completed at the library or 
picked up to take home. They 
can also visit the library to use 
children's computers, the Lego 
Creation Station, do puzzles, 
read books and more.

Interim Fire Chief Roy Mc-
Cleary reported that the outdoor 
siren test was conducted this 
month with assistance from the 
Public Works Department, and 
four car batteries that the system 
runs on have been replaced. The 
next test will be January 2 and 
will be longer and louder. He is 
also working on setting up re-
mote capabilities to allow the fire 
chief to activate the siren off site. 
Other than the tests, the plan is 
to only activate the siren when 
severe weather threatens to noti-
fy citizens to take shelter. Coun-
cil members pointed out that if it 
is discovered that the siren can't 
be heard all over town, the city 
may need to look into adding an-
other one.

McCleary also said that blue 
reflective dots have been placed 
near fire hydrants in town to al-
low the fire department to find 
them quickly at night. A few 
more need to be ordered to com-
plete the project, but most are in 
place. When the weather allows, 
hydrants need to be painted.

The fire department's brush 
truck has been repaired, with 
90% of the $6,000 cost being 
covered by the Texas Forest Ser-
vice.

Overall, the fire department 
continues to have a need for 
more volunteers. In November, 
the department responded to 40 
first responder calls, six vehicle 

December 2022

 
 
 

A Favorite Holiday Supplement to The Lakelander

Our annual Our annual 
Letters to Letters to 

Santa special Santa special 
included in included in 
this editionthis edition

Whitney ISD board discusses Whitney ISD board discusses 
ACE program, school activitiesACE program, school activities

County seeking commissioner County seeking commissioner 
to fill unexpired term in Pct. 1to fill unexpired term in Pct. 1
 The Hill County Commis-
sioners Court accepted the 
resignation of Precinct 1 Com-
missioner Andrew Montgomery 
and discussed its next steps 
to fill the unexpired term in a 
regular meeting held Tuesday, 
December 13.
 Montgomery announced 
Thursday, December 8, that he 
will resign from his position 
effective December 31. He cited 
a need to care for a family mem-
ber as his reason for stepping 
down with two years remaining 
on his term.
 Hill County Judge Justin 
Lewis said that while he has the 
responsibility of appointing a 
replacement to fill the position 
until the next election, he wants 
to work with commissioners to 
interview applicants so that a 
decision can be made with their 
advice and input.
 Any resident of Precinct 1 

who is interested in the position 
is invited to submit a resume to 
the county judge’s office by 5 
p.m. Wednesday, December 21.
 Lewis and Precinct 3 Com-
missioner Scotty Hawkins will 
review the submissions and 
narrow them down to three 
applicants, and commissioners 
will conduct interviews during 
an executive session Tuesday, 
December 27. 
 The selected commissioner 
will begin serving the remaining 
two years on the term in Janu-
ary. 
 Lewis thanked Commissioner 
Montgomery for his work to 
move Precinct 1 forward, not-
ing that the precinct has had 
some unique challenges that 
preceded Montgomery’s term, 
including growth that came to 
that precinct earlier than it did 
in other parts of the county.
 In other action, the court opt-

ed not to implement a fireworks 
ban for the New Year’s holiday, 
noting that dry conditions have 
improved significantly in the 
past few weeks. Lewis asked 
residents to be reasonable with 
their celebrations to ensure 
safety and prevent property 
damage.
 Commissioners also observed 
and recorded orders by District 
Judge Lee Harris appointing 
Susan Swilling as the assistant 
county auditor and setting the 
salaries for the county auditor 
and assistant county auditor. 
 Swilling, who had previously 
announced that she would retire 
as auditor this year, will serve as 
the assistant county auditor and 
provide training to Sahib Rao, 
who was appointed to serve as 
auditor.
 An interlocal cooperation 
agreement between Hill Coun-

 The Whitney ISD Board of 
Trustees met in a regular ses-
sion Monday, December 12 and 
heard a report on the Afterschool 
Centers on Education (ACE) 
Program.
 Cynthia Ries provided an up-
date on the ACE program, which 
is available for pre-kindergarten 
through fifth graders. ACE is 
funded across the nation and 
provides daycare, a place to go 
for homework help and fun, and 
after-school activities.
 This is ACE’s fourth year to 
be in Whitney, and Ries said that 
the program has grown substan-
tially since it was first instituted. 
When the program started, it 
was only offered to intermediate 
school students and has since 
expanded to serve elementary 
school students as well. Ries 
said that during her first year, 

attendance ranged from 45 to 50 
participants at most, and since 
then, participation has doubled, 
with a recent total being 102 
attendees.
 This summer was the first 
year that ACE offered summer 
school field trip activities for 
children. Those who attended 
ACE during the summer dabbled 
in cooking, sewing, robotics 
and using solar energy to cook 
s’mores. The students had a 
cake competition, which allowed 
them to use their knowledge of 
measurements and their creativ-
ity.
 Ries said, “Every week, we 
said ‘What did you learn?’ Be-
cause you give them a skill, then 
you have them do something, 
and then you have them reflect 
on it, and that is the biggest part 
of everything is the reflection 

part of it.” She is often able to 
notice personal and intellectual 
growth in students during one-
on-one interactions with them.
 The ACE staff also created 
STEM lessons, catered to both 
boys and girls so that all of the 
students would feel encour-
aged and welcomed to pursue 
a career in science, technology, 
engineering or mathematics. 
Speaking on the girls’ STEM 
lessons, Ries said, “Every month 
we get to meet with women who 
have been in NASA, engineers. 
They’re all women who have 
reached the top of their careers, 
so the girls are learning a lot.”
 As part of the boys’ STEM les-
son, ACE bought grills, provided 
the boys with tool bags and let 
the boys put the grills together. 
They later barbecued on the 
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Clifton:
410 W. 5th St.  • 254-675-8092 

Two offices to serve you better!
Whitney:

100 E. Jefferson  • 254-694-5374 

CR 1539 - Morgan * Almost 1 Acre in the Canyons  ................................................... $29,900
101 Star Ranch  - Whitney *  1.82 Acres  ................................................. PENDING$54,600
CR 1537 - Morgan * Approx 1.8 Acres in Cedar Shores  ............................................. $69,900
184 PR 1212 – Kopperl * 4.3  acres ........................................................REDUCED$120,000
5206 FM 933  - Whitney * 5 Acres  ...................................................... . PENDING $125,000
Hwy. 31 -  Hubbard * Tract #10, 11 acres  ................................................................$130,900
Hwy. 31 -  Hubbard * Tract #20, 10.1 acres ..............................................................$131,000
Hwy. 31 -  Hubbard * Tract #19, 10.2 acres ..............................................................$132,000
Hwy. 31 -  Hubbard * Tract #18, 10.1 acres  .............................................................$136,000
Hwy. 31 - Hubbard * Tract #16, 10.1 acres  ..............................................................$139,000
Hwy. 31 - N Hubbard * Tract #8, 11.03 acres ...........................................................$144,996
St. Hwy 31 N.– Hubbard * 12 Acres, Tract 1 ...........................................................$142,800 
St. Hwy, 31 N. Hubbard* 10.1 Acres, Tract 13 .........................................................$146,450
 Hwy 31 N.– Hubbard * 13.85 Acres, Tract 4 ..........................................REDUCED$146,496
Hwy. 31 - N Hubbard * Tract #12, 13.5 acres .........................................REDUCED $148,750
CR 2027 –  Glen Rose * 3.01 Acre  ............................................................................$149,000
Hwy. 31 - Hubbard * Tract #17, 10.88 acres ............................................................$149,000
Hwy. 31 - N Hubbard * Tract #9, 10.6 acres  ............................................................$153,700
Hwy. 31 - N Hubbard * Tract #11, 10.71 acres  ........................................................$155,295
247 CR 2128- Whitney * 5 acres ..............................................................................$159,000
St. Hwy 31 N.– Hubbard * 12 Acres, Tract 5 ...........................................................$159,750
Hwy. 31 - N Hubbard * Tract #14, 13.2 acres ...........................................................$165,000
FM 308/HCR 3150–Penelope * 19 Acres, Tract 5 ................................. PENDING $170,766
CR 4175 - Cranfills Gap * 12 acres ............................................................................$180,000
St. Hwy 31 N.– Hubbard * 15 Acres, Tract 6 ...........................................................$184,450
FM 1238  Iredell * 9.823 Acres .................................................................................$188,800
Hwy. 31 - N Hubbard * Tract #7, 14.3 acres .............................................................$193,050
167 PR 1381  - Morgan * 10 Acres  ..........................................................................$199,000
5680 FM 933- Whitney* 12 Acres, Tract 2 .............................................REDUCED $210,000
1008 HCR 1248 - Whitney * 21.02 Acre Tract .........................................................$227,000
182 Creekview Dr.  – Blum * 30 Acres ..................................................................  $330,110
HCR 1439 - Covington * 23 acres ...........................................................REDUCED $414,000
FM 2114  - Clifton *52.394  acres .............................................................................$750,000
St. Hwy. 22- Whitney* 76.732 Acres .....................................................REDUCED $749,000
FM 933 Whitney * 49.94 Acres .................................................................................$996,303
Hwy. 22 - Hillsboro* 27.66 acres ..............................................................................$999,000
Hwy. 22 - Cranfills Gap* 106.06 acres ................................................................. $1,060,060
CR 4145 - Cranfills Gap * 177.840 acres ............................................................... $1,778,400
Hwy 6 - Clifton* 110.820 Acres–.......................................................................... $3,324,600

 COMMERCIAL
311 N Ave D –Clifton *   ..........................................................................PENDING$215,000
213 S BOSQUE (HWY 22) –Whitney * Commercial building  ................................$246,000

Your Hometown Real Estate Company
Call for White Bluff Lots

LOTS & ACREAGE

www.bosquerealestate.com

Top Testers tape principal
Whitney Middle School students who performed at the master's level, the highest scoring category, on 
their recent STAAR interim tests were permitted to tape their principal, Kendra Hensley, to a wall in the 
middle school. The triumphant students left Principal Hensley taped to the wall during a passing period so 
that the whole student body could see her and get free high f ives.

Holiday Traditions
The Lakelander asked some of Whitney's leaders about their favorite holiday traditions...

 Adam Bain, president of Lake 
Whitney Chamber of Com-
merce and park superintendent 
and park police officer of Lake 
Whitney State Park, enjoys 
celebrating the holiday season 
by treasuring time with family 
and friends and remembering 
the reason for the season. 
 As a child, his favorite holiday 
dish was his grandmother's ap-
ple pie. Now he loves eating his  
wife's “not yo mama's banana 
pudding.”
 Growing up, Bain typically 
spent Christmas Eve at his 
grandparents' house and then 
traveled back home so that his 
family could open presents on 
Christmas morning in their 
house.
 Now Bain's family celebrates 
at his brother’s home a day or 
two before Christmas. Then he 
spends Christmas morning with 
his  family, wife and 3 ½-year-old 
twins. 
 Bain said, "My favorite thing 
about the season is just spending 
time with family and watching 
our kiddos enjoy the holiday 
season. They have really enjoyed 
decorating this year and seeing 
all the houses with lights on 
them."

Adam BainJerry Barker
 Mayor Jerry Barker has per-
formed several holiday traditions 
with his daughter over the years. 
They went all out in decorating 
the outside of their house, and 
they put the Christmas tree 
up the day after Thanksgiving. 
The family always decorated 
the Christmas tree together and 
hung their stockings that they 
each personally created.
 "Tradition was a priority in 
our family. As most parents on 
Christmas Eve, myself and my 
wife went to work. First getting 
my daughter to sleep and mak-
ing sure she did not sneak out of 
her room to catch Santa Claus at 
work," Barker said.
 They managed to put togeth-
er all of Santa’s gifts, working 
through the wee hours of the 
morning. The family made cer-
tain that they had cookies and 
milk for Santa and always includ-
ed oatmeal for Santa’s reindeer. 
 Barker's childhood traditions  
were similar to the ones he car-
ried out with his daughter. He 
passed his family holiday tradi-
tions on to the next generation.
 His family always took lots 
of photos so that they could 
reminisce over memories for 
years to come. Barker said, "We 
always go back to the previous 
Christmas experience and enjoy 
how our parents look and how 
much older we as kids have 
grown from last year’s Christmas 
experience. Good time for sure."

Billy Pribble

 Billy Pribble, the City of 
Whitney's public works director, 
shared one of his holiday tradi-
tions in the form of a favorite 
family recipe.
 Pribble wrote, "My favorite 
candy is Reese's Peanut Butter 
Cups. Growing up, my mom 
would make this pie during the 
holidays, and I always looked for-
ward to it. My mom was gracious 
enough to share the recipe with 
my wife, Marla, and now she 
makes it for the holidays. I hope 
that everyone enjoys it as much 
as I do! God Bless and Merry 
Christmas!"

Ingredients
• 9 oz packaged graham cracker 
crumb crust
• 1 cup Reese's Peanut Butter 
Chips
• 1/4 cup (1/2 stick) butter or 
margarine
• 1/4 cup Hershey's Cocoa
• 1 can (14 oz) Eagle Brand 
Sweetened Condensed Milk
• 1/3 cup water
• 1 egg beaten
• 1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
• Whipped topping (optional)

 Directions
 Heat oven to 350 F. Sprinkle 
chips on the bottom of the 
crust.   
 In a medium saucepan over 
low heat, melt butter.  Add 
cocoa, stir until smooth. Add 
sweetened condensed milk and 
water, stir with whisk until well 
blended.  Stir in egg and vanilla.  
 Remove from heat.  Pour into 
the crust.  
 Bake for 30 minutes or until 
edges are set (center will firm 
while cooling).  
 Cool slightly.  Garnish with 
whipped topping, if desired.  
Serve warm or at room tempera-
ture.

LW Public 
Library  
News
Denise Carter, Library Director

Whitney Band News Whitney Band News 
from Director Josh Nowlin

Christmas break is a time to 
do fun things you don’t get to do 
during the school year and that 
includes activities at the library. 
We have Christmas crafts, chil-
dren’s computers, Legos, puz-
zles and, of course, books! Take 
home pamphlets on learning to 
manage money, especially writ-
ten for young folks, and give 
them an early start on how fi-
nances work.

The Book Club has selected 
their books for 2023. They in-
clude fiction, non-fiction, poetry 
and classics. The club will also 
be meeting with some of the 
authors via Skype. Stop by the 
library for the list and meeting 
dates.

The library appreciates book 
donations; keep these guidelines 
in mind when you consider do-
nating your used books: call the 
library to ask if they are accept-
ing books; ensure they are clean 
and neat without torn pages or 
notes in the margins; non-fiction 
books should be no older than 
three years; no encyclopedias. 

Your donations help the li-
brary. They will either be added 
to our holdings or sold at a book 
sale. Magazines no older than 
six months are accepted; be sure 
to remove your address; they 
will be given to patrons and visi-
tors free of charge.

Speaking of used books, we 
have a great selection of used 
books in almost-new condition 
for just $2 for hardbound, and 
$.25 for paperbacks. They make 
great Christmas gifts without 
killing your budget.
 The library is located at 602 
East Jefferson Avenue in Whitney 
and can be reached at 254-694-
4639. You may also visit the 
library website at www.whitney 
library.org.

The Whitney Middle 
School band scored big at 
the All Texas Small School 
Bands competition in Groes-
beck. WMS Wildcat band 
members competed against 
600+ students from 18 other 
districts within the region 
and had a really strong show-
ing. Of those 30 students 
who auditioned, 15 success-
fully earned a spot in one of 
the two honor bands.

The following students 
earned a spot in the East 
Zone Symphonic Band: Blain 
Asbury - fourth chair alto 
sax; Jocelyn Bidwell - sixth 
chair trumpet; Rudy Ortiz 
- 15th chair trumpet; Jude 
Mazel - fifth chair trombone; 
Uriel Zermeno - 11th chair 
trombone; Zoey Flores - first 
chair percussion; Edgar San-
chez - seventh chair percus-
sion.

The following students 
earned a spot in the Com-

bined Zone Concert Band: 
Kinsley Smith - Flute; EJ 
Franklin - Alto Sax; JR 
Corson - Horn; Jorge Nava - 
Trumpet; Alexis King- Trum-
pet; Sean Hull- Tuba; Raley 
Seal - Tuba; Jade Maldonado 
- Percussion.

Three honorable mentions 
are Kamryn Villalpando, 
Shayna Hughes and Tanner 
Curran. Each of these stu-
dents were incredibly close 
to making the combined 
band.

Please congratulate all 
members who auditioned 
because they placed in the 
top half of students audition-
ing on their instrument and 
3/4 of them have never done 
an audition like this before. 
Those students who made 
one of the honor bands will 
perform a concert on Jan-
uary 14 at Groesbeck High 
School at 6:30 p.m., and we 
invite you out to see the re-

sult of their hard work.
On a similiar note, Whit-

ney High School students 
competed in the High School 
ATSSB tryouts against about 
1,200 students to advance 
to the area level. Jonah Cot-
tongame, Xavier Salazar 
and Antwone Romero all ad-
vanced to the area level and 
will compete for All-State 
Honors in January also. 

We are incredibly proud of 
the work the kids have put in 
and how well they represent-
ed Whitney ISD. Go Wild-
cats!

Local Go Texan Local Go Texan 
scholarship scholarship 
apps availableapps available
 The local Hill County Area Go 
Texan Committee has announced 
that 2023 scholarship applications 
are available.
 Hill County seniors are re-
minded that they are eligible for 
a $20,000 scholarship from the 
Houston Livestock Show and 
Rodeo Association (HLSRA). 
 Those applications must be 
completed online at RodeoHous-
ton.com no later than Tuesday, 
January 31. 
 County applications have been 
distributed to counselors and ag 
teachers at all high schools in the 
county.
 Students are reminded that to 
be eligible for a local Go Texan 
scholarship they must have ap-
plied for a Houston scholarship.
 Last year, $33,250 was distrib-
uted to 19 Hill County seniors. 
Since the county committee’s 
inception in 1991, Hill County se-
niors have received over $280,000 
in Houston and local scholarships.
 The deadline to submit local 
applications is Monday, April 3. 
Applications will be picked up 
from the respective school coun-
selors after the deadline.
 For more information, contact 
Go Texan Ambassador Lea Sand-
ers at lsanders@hilco.coop.

Vendors
Door Prizes
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FISHING REPORTFISHING REPORT
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Several Production Jobs Available

Apply in person at 
TOP NOTCH PERSONNEL

101 West Elm, Hillsboro,TX 76645 • hillsboro@topnotchpersonnel.com

Now Hiring
CNC Operators, Night Production Workers, 

Experienced Concrete Workers, Experienced 
Industrial Maintenance. Other Jobs Available Too!

Fuel At Competitive 
Prices

24 HOUR FUELING
NON ETHANOL

• On Road Diesel
 • Off Road Diesel

• Gasoline
• Oil

• Lubricant
• Pumps - Parts

• Equipment - Tanks

MyattFuels.net
Clifton: (254) 675-8107        West: (254) 826-5101

BOTH LOCATIONS!

LL
4ci $28 per week
10/26
11/2
11/9
11/16

$112 Total. 

Peace to you and yours
now and in the

Pt. 2 Commissioner 
Larry Crumpton

New Year. 

2X3
Reporter

Pct. 2 Commissioner
Larry and Mrs. Crumpton

2X3
6ci
$42.00 run LL 
12/21/22
bill

Fishers Christian Preschool joins Chamber
Fishers Christian Preschool joined the Lake Whitney Chamber of Commerce at a ribbon cutting held recently. In attendance at the ribbon cutting 
were the preschool's Director Jessika Wohleb, Administrator Earl Krieg, Assistant Director Sheri Hill, and teachers and classroom assistants. 
Fishers Christian Preschool is open from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and the preschool's goal is to provide a safe learning 
environment for children ages two through four years old. The staff works to create an encouraging space for the children of the community 
to learn and grow, both in their spiritual life and academic endeavors. The preschool is located at 109 East Jefferson Avenue in Whitney.

Grand Jury Grand Jury 
returns Dec. returns Dec. 
indictmentsindictments

A Bosque County Grand 
Jury that convened Friday, De-
cember 2, returned the follow-
ing indictments:

Garrett Blake Brown, 20, of 
Malone, publish/threaten to 
publish intimate visual materi-
al, state jail felony

Ronald Dwight Johnson, 57, 
of Valley Mills, possession of a 
controlled substance, second 
degree felony; unlawful pos-
session of a firearm by a felon, 
second degree felony

Nicole Taylor Eide, 23, of 
Covington, injury to a child, 
state jail felony

Christy Lee Cain, 32, of 
Iredell, possession of a con-
trolled substance, third degree 
felony; burglary of a building, 
state jail felony (enhanced)

Emilio Vega, 32, of Valley 
Mills, solicitation of prostitu-
tion

Christopher Anthony Olsen, 
48, of San Antonio, possession 
of a controlled substance, state 
jail felony (enhanced)

A Matter of BalanceA Matter of Balance
 From all of us at Silver 
Connections and Hill Regional 
Hospital, a very Merry Christ-
mas! While we have concluded 
our programs for 2022, we are 
excited about events in 2023! 
And some of those you need 
to know about now.  
 As we say, let’s start 2023 
off on the right foot – bal-
anced, of course. We are go-
ing to begin new Matter of 
Balance classes (yes, plural) 
hopefully before the end of 
January, but we have to have 
people first. In fact, we need 
12 people before we can set a 
final date. This fall prevention 
program is offered through 
the Area Agency on Aging 
through a special grant pro-
gram. It is offered at no cost 
to the participant. Yes, that 
means FREE. 
 There are two classes. The 
one in Hillsboro still has a few 
places available and will be 
held at Hill Regional Hospital 
on Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 
noon. We are excited to also 
begin filling spaces for a class 
in Whitney where the Senior 

Center there has graciously 
offered to hold classes there. 
They will be held on either 
a Wednesday or Thursday 
morning, but we need to know 
if you are interested. For now, 
please call Tricia at 254-580-
8888 to get on the list. Each 
class can ONLY have 12 par-
ticipants! The class includes 
two instructors, videos, lec-
tures, class discussions and 
an exercise component. It is 
primarily for those who are 60 
and older, but if you are a little 
younger, that’s OK; just let us 
know. Please note that this is 
an eight-week commitment, 
meeting once a week for two 
hours.  
 A fall can be disastrous for 
anyone, and we older (but 
young-at-heart) people are at a 
greater risk for many reasons. 
Don’t let a fall – or a fear of 
falling – derail you from activ-
ities you enjoy! 
 Secondly, the AARP Safe 
Driving Class is back. We are 
again filling two classes. The 
one in Hillsboro has been set 
for March 15, 2023, at the 
hospital, from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. We do have some space 
limits, so please call now to 
reserve your place. The cost 
is $20 for AARP members and 
$25 for non-members. Some 
insurance carriers will offer a 
discount to seniors who take 

this class, but it is up to you 
to see if your insurance com-
pany honors that. AARP will 
supply you with a certificate 
of completion.  
 Again, King Memorial Unit-
ed Methodist Church has 
graciously offered use of the 
Senior Center to offer this 
class to people who live in 
Whitney or the surrounding 
area. You do not need to be a 
member of Silver Connections 
or active at the Senior Center. 
It is open to all seniors. For 
either of these classes, call 
Tricia to get on the lists. The 
class date for Whitney has not 
been set but will be in late 
March or April.  
 For these and other activi-
ties, it’s a way to connect. Re-
member, membership in Silver 
Connections is FREE. All you 
have to do is call. The number 
again is 254-580-8888. Have 
safe holidays and we’ll see you 
next year!

Size Matters When Size Matters When 
Talking Space Stuff!Talking Space Stuff!
We think our sun is pretty 

big; not so. When looking into 
the night sky, every star we see 
is larger than our sun. In fact, 
our sun is nothing to talk about - 
just an average-sized star in our 
immense galaxy.

However, if we compare the 
size of our closest star to that 
of the Earth, we have to be 
amazed. “Just how many Earths 
does it take to 'fill' the sun,” is a 
popular junior high question. If 
the sun were the size of a basket-
ball, Earth would be about the 
size of a grain of sand! In fact, it 
would take 1,000,000 Earths to 
fill the sun…and remember - our 
sun is small compared to other 
stars in our galaxy. 

Go out tonight and find the 
constellation of Orion with its 
three-star alignment. Off to the 
left side is yellow Betelgeuse, 
one of the largest stars visible 
to the naked eye. It’s about 750 
times the size of our sun! If 
placed where our sun is, Betel-
geuse would swallow Mars. 

Across from Betelgeuse (pro-
nounced “beatlejuice”) is Rigel, 
which is about 60 times larger 
than our sun. And, it’s 860 light-
years from Earth, while Betel-
geuse is 550 light-years away. 
Which means it takes light from 
Betelgeuse 550 years to reach 
the Earth… but that’s a topic for 
another article.

Thanks for reading, and re-
member: turn down night lights 
so that we may look up! Ques-
tions? Email Llsmith47@aol.
com.

StartalkingStartalking
With Larry Smith With Larry Smith 

Retired Astronomy Ranger Retired Astronomy Ranger 
National Park ServiceNational Park Service

(Dec. 14) Good. Water light-
ly stained; 63 degrees; 7.02 
feet below pool. 

Crappie are very good with 
the fish feeding up and ag-
gressive. This week the water 
warmed up 10 degrees from 
the previous week which scat-
tered the fish, so we spent the 
majority of our time fishing 
standing timber in 15-20 feet 
of water or lay downs in 4 
feet of water or less. Two ex-
tremes, but the more aggres-
sive fish have been in the shal-
low water. Snacky lures FS200 
paired with eye hole jig in 
1/16 ounce have been a staple 
the entire year. Switching be-
tween a snacky flash and black 
and chartreuse throughout the 
day. Report by Robert Stover, 
Workingman Crappie Guide.

Striped bass are good in 
deep water using slabs and 
swimbaits. Look for large 
schools of birds with fish 
feeding underneath. Report 
by James Moore, North Tex-
as Bass Fishing and Cmoore 
Striper Guide Services.

Striped bass are great us-
ing umbrella-rigs, swimbaits 
or flukes throughout the res-
ervoir. White, chartreuse, 
bubble gum and orange colors 
are the best colors. Fish along 
channel edges or flats. Look 
for diving birds. Before cast-
ing, park aways outside of the 
birds, moving closer with your 
trolling motor. Report provid-
ed by Kraig Sexton, Sexton's 
Guide Service LLC, Fishing 
Charter, Marine Electronics & 
Whitney. 

Lake Whitney striped bass 
limits are common most days, 
look under the birds for active 
schools. Crappie action in the 
river near Kimball Bend is 
producing good catches. Re-
port by Michael Acosta, Unfair 
Advantage Charters.

Saturday, December 24, 7 p.m.
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208 E 5th Street,  Blum
Pastor Kaitlynn Shannon 

(Talk or Text)
254-221-6285

Sunday Services 9:30am

— Multi Denominational —
RIVER OF LIFE

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Just West of LW Dam 

at Smith Bend on FM 2114
108 CR 3625 • Clifton 

 254-622-8555
Rev. Jeff & Linda Bilton

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:20 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship 
10:30 a.m.

www.facebook.com/riveroflifetx

— Nazarene —
WHITNEY FIRST CHURCH 

OF THE NAZARENE
1103 N. Brazos St., Whitney

254-694-2949
Pastor: Billy Stone

Sunday School.....9:30am 
Fellowship.....10:30am 
Worship.....10:45 a.m.

MONDAYS
Women’s Bible Study...10:00Am

WEDNESDAYS
Bible Study...7:00pm

www.whitneynazarene.com
whitneyfcn@gmail.com    

For information on listing your church in the directory  
Call 254-694-4344 / Email ads@lakelander.com

PEORIA BAPTIST 
1347 FM 1947 • Hillsboro, Texas

Pastor - Eddie Booth
Sunday School.....10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship.....11 a.m.

PRAIRIE VALLEY BAPTIST
741 HCR 2101 – 5 mi. S. of Whitney

254-694-2056
www.prairievalleybaptist.org
Rusty Penney, Senior Pastor

Chris Eller, Interim Youth Pastor
Joann Penney, Children’s Dir.

SUNDAY
Sunday School…..9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship…..10:45 a.m.
Adult Bible Study....5-6 p.m.

Young Adults & Youth
Bible Studies & Fellowship....5-7 p.m.

MONDAY
Men’s Prayer Group.....7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Adult Bible Study....6-7 p.m.

Youth Bible Study & 
Fellowship...6-8 p.m.
Children’s Games & 

Bible Study..6:00-7:30 p.m.

STEINER BAPTIST 
Independent 1611 K.J.V. Baptist

“The Little Brown Church”
FM 1713 Between

Katy Bridge &  Hwy. 56
John Moore, Pastor 254-205-9558

Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Sunday Evening.....6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening.....7:00 p.m.

TOWASH  BAPTIST
2 miles S. of Whitney on Highway 22

Dr. Bruce Page, Pastor
Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Service.....6:00 p.m.
2nd /4th Wed. Town Hall.....6:30 p.m.

TRIANGLE PARK BAPTIST
104 Pleaasant Dr. • Lake Whitney 
Near Bonanza Shopping Center

Grady Swinscoe, Pastor
HOME: 254-694-5571
CELL: 254-479-1709

Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.

Sunday Evening Service.....5:30 p.m.
Wed. Night Bible Study.....6:30 p.m.

— Bible —
BETHEL BIBLE CHURCH

5 Miles East of Whitney on Hwy. 22,
 then 2 Miles North on FM 3050

Pastor - Robert Wilkinson
254-580-8491

Sunday School......9:45 a.m.- 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.

Sunday Evening.....5:00 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting....5:00 p.m. 

— Church of Christ — 

Laguna Park Church of Christ
7136 FM 56 

(South of Hwy 22 intersection)
Mike Haynes, Minister

 Sunday Bible 
Class....................10:00

Morning Worship...........11:00
Evening Service...........4:00p

 
WHITNEY CHURCH OF CHRIST

Downtown Whitney
Bruce Martin, Minister

Sunday Morning Bible Class.....9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....10:00a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship.....5:00pm
Wednesday Evening Bible Study.....7:00 p.m.

— Christian — 
Non Denominational 
OLIVE BRANCH CHURCH
(FULL GOSPEL- POST TRIB)

907 E. Pick St. • Whitney 
Bland & Pat Baker,  Pastors

Sunday Morning Worship...10:30 a.m..

— Cowboy —

OPEN RANGE 
COWBOY CHURCH     

582 FM 1713 • Whitney 
254-694-7543

Pastor - Gerald Dudley
General information email address:

orccoffice@yahoo.com
Early Sunday Worship.....8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship.....10:00 a.m.
Children’s Church.....10:30 a.m.

 
— Fellowship —

WHITNEY FELLOWSHIP
AT THE FORUM

101 N. Brazos • Whitney
Dell Glenn, Pastor

254-266-0050
Sunday Worship.....10:30 a.m.

— Inter Denominational —

WHITE BLUFF CHAPEL
FM 933 North in White Bluff Resort

Dr. Randy Marshall, Pastor
 Bible Study - 8:00a.m. & 9:00a.m.

Sunday Worship 
9:00a.m. & 10:30a.m.

Youth Fellowship - 6:00p.m.
254-694-7060

email: office@whitebluffchapel.org
website: www.whitebluffchapel.org

— Lutheran —

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN 
Highway 22 West  • Whitney

254-694-3234
www.oslcwhitney.org
Rev. Philip Wottrich

Sunday Bible Study.....8:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service.....10:00 a.m.

— Methodist —

KING MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Kaitlynn Shannon

254-694-2599
502 N. Colorado •  Whitney

email: kmumc@windstream.net
SUNDAY

Sunday Morning Casual Worship 
8:00 a.m..

Morning Worship ................11:00 a.m. 
(In person and Online)

MONDAY
ESL Classes 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.

TUESDAY
LW Senior Center.....9 a.m.-1 p.m.

KING MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST

THRIFT STORE
Tuesday 9:00 am – 1:00 p.m.

Saturday 9:00 a.m. – p.m. 

KOPPERL METHODIST 
CHURCH

144 FM 1859, 2 Blks. E. of FM 56, 
Kopperl • 254-715-6139
Reverend John Wood

Sunday Morning Worship.....9:00 a.m.
Sunday School.....10:00 a.m.

UM Women (3rd Wed.)....6:00 p.m.
BLUM UNITED METHODIST  

— Anglican —
OUR LADY OF THE

LAKE ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Hwy. 22 • Laguna Park

1 mi. West of Dam
 214-256-1497

www.ourladyanglican.weebly.com 
Holy Communion Sunday.....11:15 a.m

— Assembly of God —

ABIDING LIFE CHURCH
(Christ Centered - Family Oriented)

North FM 933 • 1105 N. Brazos
Whitney • 254-694-2147
Curtis McGehee, Pastor 

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Family Night (Bible Classes) 
Wednesday..7:00 p.m.

Prayer Meeting Saturday..6:00 p.m.
Visit our website 

abidinglifechurch.org

— Baptist —

AQUILLA FIRST BAPTIST 
Jesse Motley, Pastor

Sunday Bible Study.....9:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Prayer.....6:00 p.m.
Wed. Children’s  & Youth..6:00 p.m.

CEDAR CREEK BAPTIST
5643 FM933 • Whitney 

 254-221-0820
 www.cedarcreeklife.org

Rev. Ricky Gobert , Pastor
SUNDAY

Sunday School.....9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship..10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship...5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Teamkid and youth programs.. 

5:30–7:15

FIRST BAPTIST OF KOPPERL
177 FM Kopperl

Pastor Darrell Wallace
254-889-3579

Sunday Sunday School- 9:45am
Community Breakfast
 (1 st. Sun) 9:30am

Sunday morning Worship 11am
Wednesday

Team Kid- 6:30pm
Youth Meeting- 6:30pm

FIRST BAPTIST
OF LAKESIDE VILLAGE

Steve Allen, Pastor
156 CR 1307 • Lakeside Village 
(west side of lake off Hwy. 56)

254-775-4705
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.

FIRST BAPTIST
Jay Morris, Senior Pastor

Randy Hayes, Worship Pastor
Jason & Karminn Elmore, Youth Ministry

Maggie Smith, Director of Children’s 
Ministries

209 N. San Marcos, Whitney
www.fbcwhitney.org

254-694-2555
SUNDAY

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:50 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Kidz Klub, Youth & Adult Bible 

Study....6:00 p.m.

FORT GRAHAM BAPTIST 
FM 933 5 miles N. • Whitney

2 miles W. on FM 2604 
254-694-5472

gofgbc@gmail.com
Larry Blackmon, Pastor

Sunday School.....9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.
Sunday Children’s Church.....11:00 a.m.

THRIFT STORE
Every Mon. & Sat.....10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

LAKE WHITNEY BAPTIST
642 CR 3118 • Whitney

Located off Hwy. 22 on CR 3118
Near Laguna Park • 254-622-8339

Carrol Hambrick, Pastor
Ronnie & Lee Ann Bosher - Music

Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship.....10:50 a.m.

Evening Service.....5:00 p.m.

Obituaries   

Kenneth (KP) Wayne Pelham
1945-2022

Kenneth (KP) 
Wayne Pelham, 77, 
of Whitney, passed 
away on Decem-
ber 6, 2022 after a 
lengthy battle with 
cancer.

KP was born on 
November 7, 1945, 
to Maureen Carmi-
chael and Harold 
Pelham in Hills-
boro. On February 
4, 1967, KP married the love of 
his life, Linda Ruth Cox. They 
went on to have four children, 
Amy, Daniel, Jana and Warren.

KP worked most of his life as 
a welder but also received a de-
gree in preaching at Brown Trail 
school of preaching in 1981. KP 
enjoyed fishing and farming with 
his children and grandchildren.

KP was preceded in death by 
his daughter, Amy Borque; his 
sister, Evelynn Rusk; his brother, 
Bud Pelham; his brother, Robert 
Pelham; and his brother, Charles 
Pelham.

He is survived by: his wife of 

55 years, Linda Pel-
ham; his children, 
Daniel Pelham, 
Jana Pelham and 
Warren Pelham; 
his grandchildren, 
Tate Tuttle, Justyss 
Watson and hus-
band Trey Watson, 
Alexis Pelham, 
Chloie Borque, 
Hannah Borque, 
Jairdyn Anderson 
and Kinzi Pelham; 

and one great-grandchild, Rid-
dick Brown; his brother, Johnny 
Pelham; and his sisters, Caroline 
Sosebee and Jane Dickerson.

KP elected to have his body 
donated to science so that his 
death could possibly help some-
one in the future. He will be truly 
missed by many and remem-
bered for the great man he was.

A memorial service was held 
Saturday, December 17, 2022 at 
the Whitney Church of Christ, 
where he was a member, to 
celebrate his remarkable impact 
he left on everyone.

Janet Evelyn (Davis) Buckelew

Janet Evelyn 
(Dav i s )  Buck-
elew, 94, of Whit-
ney passed away 
Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13, 2022, at 
her home in Whit-
ney. A graveside 
service was held 
at 12 p.m., Friday, 
December 16, at 
Whitney Memo-
rial Park in Whit-
ney.

She was born and raised in 
Tarrant County and attended 
Arlington High School. Janet 
moved to Whitney in 1971 and 
remained there until her death. 

She is preceded 
in death by her 
husband of  35 
years, Ernest J. 
Buckelew.

Janet  is  sur-
v i ve d  b y :  h e r 
sons, Richard E. 
Buckelew and Da-
vid W. Buckelew; 
daughters, Jerry 
Buckelew, Car-
ol Thetford and 
Nancy K. Sowell; 

numerous grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

Condolences may be made 
online at www.marshallandmar 
shallfd.com.

Mary Lee Schmid
1948-2022

Mary Lee Schmid, 74, of Whit-
ney passed away Thursday, De-
cember 8, 2022, at Homestead 
Nursing and Rehabilitation Nurs-
ing Home in Hillsboro. A memo-
rial service in her remembrance 
will be held at 4 p.m. Tuesday, 
December 20, at Marshall and 
Marshall Funeral Directors Chap-
el in Whitney.

Mary was born May 5, 1948, in 
San Angelo, Texas to Clyde and 
Betty (Richard) DePauw.  She 
graduated from Monterrey High 
school in Lubbock and went to 
Hill Junior College in Hillsboro 
for real estate. Mary was united 
in marriage August 25, 1972, to 
Richard Schmid. She had her first 
and only child, Stephen, born in 
1980. They moved to Ruidoso, 
New Mexico in 1993 and later 
moved back to Whitney in 2007.

Mary worked as a vice pres-
ident of data processing, real 
estate agent and multiple retail 
shops (JC Penney’s, Levi Strauss, 

Michelle’s in Ruidoso NM). She 
absolutely loved cooking and 
throwing parties! Mimi would do 
anything to get all her family and 
friends together in one place. She 
loved chickens and red gingham 
check! Her grandchildren were 
her WORLD.

She is preceded in death by: 
her parents; brother-in-law, Brian 
Meyer; and grandson, Josh Jones.

Mary is survived by: husband, 
Richard Schmid; son, Stephen 
Schmid and wife Jamie Schmid; 

Paul Leman McNeal, Jr.
1943-2022

Paul Leman McNeal, Jr. was 
born on August 22, 1943, to 
Paul Leman McNeal, Sr. and 
wife Margie Mae Reynolds 
McNeal in Kahn hospital in 
Kilgore. Leman was an only 
child. He broke the bonds of 
this world on Sunday, Decem-
ber 11, 2022. Very fitting he 
would leave on the Lord’s Day. 
He was blessed to be at home 
with loved ones and he made it 
abundantly clear he was ready. 
God was calling him home! 

A funeral service was held at 
10:30 a.m. Saturday, December 
17, 2022, Marshall & Marshall 
Funeral Directors in Whitney 
with Mr. Rick Pinner and Pas-
tor Jesse Motley officiating. 
Graveside service was held at 
2 p.m. Sunday, December 18, 
2022, at Huffines Cemetery in 
Bivins, with Dave Bailey and 
Heston McLauren officiating.   

Leman is survived by his 
wife, Nancy, son Jeff and 
daughter Devona. He had 
seven grandchildren: Andria 
Widemon, Clint Burkhart, 
Shelby Shelton, Caitlyn Whit-
man, Kaylean McNeal, Melissa 
Elizondo and Cole McNeal, 
and seven great-grandchildren. 
He was preceded in death by 
both his parents, all four grand-
parents and one great-grand-
daughter. His family will miss 
him terribly but each of them 
had great respect and a deep 
abiding love for him and his 
gentle, strong faith. 

Leman and Nancy actually 
met and fell in love when 
Nancy's parents moved in 
across the street from Leman's 
parents. They were married on 
June 5, 1965, giving them 57.5 
years together. It was truly a 
marriage blessed by God. 

Leman was an avid deer 
hunter and fisherman! He 
loved the outdoors! Some in 
the family called him the "deer 
whisperer" and the "fish whis-
perer." He was very skilled in 
these areas. He taught school 
for years specializing in chem-
istry along with physics, math 

and English. He was also a 
master carpenter who seemed 
to have no limits to his artistic 
abilities. 

Leman's most gratifying 
passion was serving the Lord 
- no matter how tired or weak 
he was. People responded to 
his gentle servant's heart. He 
was an ordained minister. He 
accepted every opportunity to 
share his testimony with oth-
ers. He was active in Church 
Under the Bridge in Texarkana 
and spent recent years praying 
for people who came to the 
LWMA food bank in Whitney 
for help with food and other 
various services. He shared the 
Lord wherever he went in his 
daily activities. He was always 
eager to fill the pulpit for our 
pastor. 

Leman fought melanoma 
cancer several times between 
2007 and up to his death. There 

were three times in those years 
that doctors told him he would 
not make it. But God is the one 
who decides our end of life and 
God had plans for Leman. This 
year in May, his cancer doctors 
dismissed him saying any treat-
ments would kill him. They 
sent him home with orders 
for hospice estimating he had 
a few weeks, maybe a month. 
He survived a little over seven 
months with most of that time 
strong and able to do whatever 
he wanted to do. Hospice was 
actually called in to assist the 
day before he died. God blessed 
him over and over again! We 
were so very grateful for every 
day we had! 

2 Timothy 4: 7 I have fought 
the good fight, I have finished 
the race, I have kept the faith! 

Leman's message to all of 
you would be to get your life 
in line with God's will, stay the 
course and trust God with all 
your heart. Then, get to work 
serving the Lord and glorifying 
Him in everything. 'Til his dy-
ing breath, Leman was praising 
God!!! And when God called 
him home, Leman heard these 
words: "Welcome home, good 
and faithful servant!"

Condolences may be made 
online at www.marshalland 
marshallfd.com.

step-daughters, Vicki Schmid 
and husband Jim Barnett, Deb-
bie Jones and husband Terry 
Jones, and Linda Vail and hus-
band Scott Vail; sister, Sharon 
Meyer; niece, Michelle Coleman 
and family; grandchildren, Shel-
by Gomez and husband Victor 
Gomez, Madison Hernandez 
and husband Jared Hernandez, 
Zachary Wagnon and wife Kim 
Wagnon, Tyler Wagnon and wife 
Katie Wagnon, Casey Jones and 
wife Brittnay Jones, Samantha 
Jones; step-grandchildren, JT 
Barnett and family; Cameron 
and Kirsten Vail and family; and 
16 great-grandchildren, Cambria 
Sanford, Jolene Schmid, Bradyn 
Dickie, Kaley Dickie, Caroline 
Gomez, Cris Gomez, Camila 
Gomez, Ciara Gomez, Julian Her-
nandez, Karsyn Jones, Tateum 
Jones, Joshlynn Jones, Eli Jones 
and three more great-grandchil-
dren on the way.

Condolences may be made 
online at www.marshallandmar 
shallfd.com.

Brought to you by
The Whitney

Church of Christ
“Because We Care”

Sunday, December 25
Topics subject to change without notice

Watch each Sunday morning:

7:30 a.m. Waco, KWTX TV
Channel 44 

7:30 a.m. KTXD TV
Channel 47

8:30 a.m. KTXA TV
Channel 21

“A Friend to Jesus”
No matter where you 
turn, you’ll never find a 
better friend than Jesus. 
Though He knows every-
thing about you, He still 
loves and cares for you. 
In this study, we will ex-
plore how we need to be 
friends with Jesus.
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Morgan ISD is looking for bus drivers to drive our teams to away 
games. The candidate needs to have the passenger endorsement 

and be certified to operate a school bus. The candidate must 
have the ability to safely and legally operate our school buses to 

transport students and coaches to sports and other activities. The 
driver will be paid $20 per hour from the time the bus leaves until 

the bus returns. For more information, please contact Jason O. 
Whitney, MISD Transportation Director, at 254-635-2311

BUS DRIVER NEEDEDBUS DRIVER NEEDED LL or TB?
4CI $28 per week
10/19/22-?
Bill Morgan ISD

Town Hall Estates Whitney
Long Term Care & Rehabilitation 

is taking applications for:

101 San Marcus St. • Whitney, TX
254-694-2233

“Where Love Makes The Difference”
EEOC

LVN/RN
2 P.M. - 10 P.M.

CNA

12 ci Combo
$129.60
Run TFN

All Types Roofing 
 • Room Additions

Interior & Exterior Paint 
Siding & Gutters • Windows

We install Mueller Metal Roofs
FREE ESTIMATES

(888)726-4322 • (254)399-9061

Inc.

"We will meet or beat 
ANY competitor’s written estimate"

209 N. San Marcos 209 N. San Marcos 
 254-694-2555 254-694-2555

Sat., Dec. 24thSat., Dec. 24th  • 6:00 p.m.6:00 p.m.

Sun., Dec. 25thSun., Dec. 25th  • 10:50 a.m.10:50 a.m.

CANDLELIGHT CANDLELIGHT 

• Special Music Presentation
• Christmas Message

(No Sunday School)

MEDICARE SOLUTIONS FOR TEXAS
Do You Have Medicare Questions? We Have Answers!

Doug Coursey  - Independent Broker

* Medicare Supplements   * Medicare Advantage Plans           
* Prescription Drug Plans

BENEFIT SPECIALISTS FOR:

Turning 65 soon? Call us to discuss your options.

Call today with your questions or for a free consultation.
254-694-1148

Local Independent Agents helping Texans since 1980
Visit our website: www.healthinsurancesvc.com  

Email us: doug@phisvc.com

Professional Health Insurance Services

 The Hill County Sheriff’s Of-
fice made an arrest and booked 
a subject into jail at 6:12 a.m. 
Tuesday, December 13.
 According to reports, au-
thorities made contact with a 
36-year-old man on Interstate 
35, near mile marker 7, north-
bound. He was charged with 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance under one gram. Bonds 
totaling $5,000 were set on 
Chad Cowns.
 Deputy Justin Like made the 
arrest and booked the subject 
into the Hill County Law En-
forcement Center.

**********
 An arrest was made by the 
Hill County Sheriff’s Office, and 
a subject was booked into jail at 
5:51 a.m. Tuesday, December 
13.
 Reports indicated that au-
thorities made contact with a 
21-year-old man on Interstate 

Christmas blessings
The Joint Committee for Christmas, part of the Lake Whitney Ministerial Alliance, had its annual toy 
giveaway December 15. The Lake Whitney Senior Center was filled with toys, clothes, books, bikes and 
many other gifts for children. Michelle Walker and her team worked together to buy, wrap and furnish 
gifts and toys for those in need during this holiday season.  

Volunteers deliver Christmas meal boxes
Our Daily Bread, the food bank operated by the Lake Whitney Ministerial Alliance, distributed boxes 
of food to families in need on December 15. Each box was filled with groceries needed for a traditional 
Christmas dinner.  Area volunteers worked many hours getting the boxes packed and distributed to 
families ahead of Christmas.

Garden Club celebrates Christmas
The Lake Whitney Garden Club had a holiday party at The Place at Lake Whitney Thursday, December 8. 
Flutist Debbie Hamner played Christmas carols while a lunch prepared by the event center staff was 
served. Planning for the party was handled by the Christmas Party Committee, which made carnation 
bracelets for each member in attendance along with a variety of homemade desserts to enjoy. Several 
club members made festive centerpieces that were prizes for two lucky people per table. Sisters’ Garden 
in Whitney generously provided a $5 gift certif icate for each attendee, and the party ended with a gift 
exchange and door prizes. Pictured are the newly elected off icers for 2023, Beth Woolsey, President Linda 
Jones, Chris Cage and Lisa Vought.

Hill County Sheriff’s Report
35W, near mile marker 7. He 
was charged with failure to 
identify as a fugitive with intent 
of giving false information.
 Deputy Justin Like made the 
arrest and booked the subject 
into the Hill County Law En-
forcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office made an arrest at 11:14 
p.m. Saturday, December 10.
 According to reports, au-
thorities made contact with a 
60-year-old Waco man in the 
100 block of Giant Cedar Trail 
in Whitney. He was charged 
with assault of a family or 
household member, impeding 
breath or circulation.
 Bonds totaling $15,000 were 
set on Randy Angel.
 Deputy RJ Denson made the 
arrest and booked the subject 
into the Hill County Law En-
forcement Center.

 **********
 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office made an arrest at 5:16 
p.m. Sunday, December 11.
 According to reports, au-
thorities made contact with 
a 48-year-old Milford man on 
Interstate 35, near mile mark-
er 368, northbound. He was 
charged with driving while 
intoxicated with a blood alcohol 
level of less than .15.
 Deputy Ty West made the 
arrest and booked the subject 
into the Hill County Law En-
forcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office made an arrest at 9:34 
p.m. Sunday, December 11.
 According to reports, au-
thorities made contact with a 
27-year-old Hillsboro woman 
in the 800 block of Farm Road 
2959. She was charged with 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance between one and four 
grams. 
 Deputy Carlos Carillo made 
the arrest and booked the sub-
ject into the Hill County Law 
Enforcement Center.

 **********
 An arrest was made by the 
Hill County Sheriff’s Office at 
9:40 p.m. Sunday, December 11.
 Reports indicated that au-
thorities made contact with 
a 68-year-old Covington man 
in the 500 block of HCR 1414 
in Covington. He was charged 
with aggravated assault with a 
deadly weapon.
 Bonds totaling $25,000 were 
set on Fidencio Sonora.
 Deputy Ty West made the 
arrest and booked the subject 
into the Hill County Law En-
forcement Center.

 **********
 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office made an arrest at 9:18 
p.m. Sunday, December 11.
 According to reports, au-
thorities made contact with a 
57-year-old Hillsboro man in the 
800 block of Farm Road 2955 
in Hillsboro. He was charged 
with evading arrest detention 
and possession of a controlled 
substance between one and four 
grams.
 Deputy Carlos Carillo made 
the arrest and booked the sub-
ject into the Hill County Law 
Enforcement Center.

 **********
 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office made an arrest at 7:06 
p.m. Saturday, December 10.
 According to reports, au-
thorities made contact with a 
31-year-old Hillsboro man in the 
1200 block of Farm Road 1947 
in Hillsboro. He was charged 
with  Class C assault.

 Deputy Vernon Busby made 
the arrest and booked the sub-
ject into the Hill County Law 
Enforcement Center.

 **********
 A subject was taken into cus-
tody by the Hill County Sheriff’s 
Office and booked into jail at 
10:51 a.m. Thursday, December 
8.
 Reports indicated that au-
thorities took a 29-year-old man 
into custody at the Community 
Supervision and Corrections 
Department. Matthew Carlisle 
had a violation of court-ordered 
supervision on a charge of as-
sault of a family or household 
member, impeding breath or 
circulation.
 Deputy Patrick Akins made 
the arrest and booked the sub-
ject into the Hill County Law 
Enforcement Center.

 **********
 The Hill County Sheriff’s Of-
fice made an arrest and booked 
a subject into jail at 12:59 a.m. 
Thursday, December 8.
 According to reports, au-
thorities made contact with a 
43-year-old woman in the 600 
block of HCR 1313 in Hills-
boro. She was charged with 
aggravated assault with a deadly 
weapon. 
 Bonds totaling $100,000 
were set on Allison Thomas.
 Sergeant Gary Melson made 
the arrest and booked the sub-
ject into the Hill County Law 
Enforcement Center.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
 Happy birthday to Sue Gravel on Dec. 22, Sarah Weigelt on 
Dec. 25, Russell Wehmeyer and Juanita Diduch on Dec. 26 and 
Mike Greenwood on Jan. 3. Love, Our Savior Lutheran Church

 Happy anniversary to Billy and Ann Radke on Dec. 28 and Rudy 
and Claire Matthaei on Dec. 31. Love, Our Savior Lutheran Church



HILLSBORO        FORD

HILLSBOROFORDtx.com

4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT
$$79.79.9999+T+Taxax

AC CAC Check-Upheck-Up
Includes Cabin Air Filter Includes Cabin Air Filter 

& AC Inspection& AC Inspection

$$89.89.0000+T+Taxax

$$199.199.0000+T+Taxax

BG Transmission FlushBG Transmission Flush

TIRES IN STOCK!
MAJOR BRANDS

AND SIZES!
*SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

Service  Spec ials!

SALES:SALES:
Mon.- Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.Mon.- Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

PARTS AND SERVICE:PARTS AND SERVICE:
Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

andand NOW OPEN NOW OPEN  
Saturdays 8 a.m. until 1 p.m.Saturdays 8 a.m. until 1 p.m.

254-582-5361
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Please Support Please Support 
Our Local VFDsOur Local VFDs

COURT continued from page 1

  Mon.- Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.Mon.- Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

107 N. Lavaca St., Whitney  • 254-694-5997

JOIN US THIS SUNDAY

SUNDAY SCHOOL AT 9:30AM
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP AT 10:50AM

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES AT 6:00PM

PROCLAIMING GOD'S TRUTH, IN LOVE, 
TO EVERY GENERATION

For more information about the church, visit 
www.fbcwhitney.org or call the church office

We hope to see you soon!

209 N. San Marcos • Whitney • 254.694.2555

accidents, one fire false alarm in 
the city, seven fires in the county 
and two rescue calls.

Public Works Director Billy 
Pribble reported that efforts to 
improve security are underway 
at the city park after the bath-
rooms were vandalized and facil-
ities broken for the second time 
in the last six months. He said 
that he has also requested quotes 
for bathroom equipment that 
cannot be easily broken, noting 
that it may not be aesthetically 
pleasing but something must be 
done to stop the damage.

Pribble said that two fire hy-
drants were recently replaced 
and needed repairs have been 
identified on other hydrants. 
Training continues in the Pub-
lic Works Department, and an 
employee recently received pest 
control training, which will al-
low the city to handle that work 
instead of working with a con-
tractor. The department is also 
working on preparing fields at 
the city park for baseball/softball 
season.

In regular business, the coun-
cil authorized a rezoning request 
from Shane Baker for 1218 
North Brazos Street, which 
was once the site of Paul's True 
Value. The council approved 
rezoning the 6.432 acres from 
Business District 2 to a Planned 
Unit Development. The change 
in classification would allow the 
property to be developed for sev-
eral different types of uses.

The plan involves separating 
the property into six individual 
buildings with the goal of revi-

Holiday printing Holiday printing 
schedule for schedule for 
The LakelanderThe Lakelander

The Lakelander will not be 
published Wednesday, Decem-
ber 28, to allow our staff to 
spend Christmas with their 
families.
 The Tacklebox will be deliv-
ered as usual.
 If you have questions, give us 
a call 254-694-4344.

ty and the City of Waco was 
approved that will allow each 
entity to program public safety 
radios to operate on the other’s 
800 MHz system.
 The agreement is part of 
the county’s ongoing public 
safety effort to improve com-
munication with out-of-county 
agencies. Additional agree-
ments with nearby entities are 
expected to be before the court 
in the future.
 The form of future agree-
ments was also approved, which 
outlines how and when other 
entities may access Hill Coun-
ty’s radio system and outlines 
mutual aid agreements.
 An amendment was approved 
to the county’s agreement relat-
ing to the Texas Law Enforce-
ment Support Office Program. 
The program has been utilized 
by the county for several years 
and gives the sheriff ’s office 
the ability to obtain surplus 
military equipment—including 
vehicles, safety equipment and 
limited weapons—through the 
program.
 An executive order issued 
by President Joe Biden re-
quires that participating law 
enforcement agencies notify 
the public that they have the 
ability to obtain this equipment. 
The amendment updates the 
agreement to include this new 
requirement. 
 The court also approved 
an engagement letter with 
Danziger & Markhoff LLP to 

grills, making their own sauces 
and naming their sauces. Ries 
witnessed students grow more 
independent and confident in 
themselves after assembling the 
grill.
 She also shared other student 
success stories of how students 
benefit from ACE, noting that 
they gain social skills and other 
helpful tools that will help them 
apply knowledge they learn in the 
classroom in the real world. 
 Ries said, “You can only go to 
ACE if you go to school, and we 
also have a rule that if you’re in 
ISS (in-school suspension) you 
can’t come.” This rule motivates 
students to attend school and be 
on their best behavior. 
 Following the presentation 
and later the superintendent’s 
recommendation to continue the 
program, the board approved 
the MOU with Region 12 ACE 
program for 2023-2028.
 The School Health Advisory 
Committee (SHAC) supplied a 
recommendation for the health 
curriculum. A member of SHAC 
stated that the committee held 
two meetings about the health 
classes' curriculum and reviewed 
the lessons with the education 
specialist. The SHAC member 
said, “It meets the demands and 
the skills. The biggest thing with 
school health is that it talks about 
basic biology.” The health course’s 
subject matter will include topics 
of date-rape, sexting, family vio-
lence, rape, ‘No Means No,’ and 
the importance of abstinence.  
The curriculum intends to ad-
dress the problems of today in a 
factual way. 
 The SHAC member said, “I 
do believe that the best teacher 
to teach this is Sheri Hayes. She 
is a great sounding board for stu-
dents. She is excellent with kids.”
 The board approved the SHAC 
recommendation for the health 
curriculum. 
 During administrator reports, 
Elementary School Principal Am-

allow the company to perform 
actuarial services related to 
the county’s post-employment 
benefits program.
 Commissioners declared old 
tin horns as salvage material to 
be sold, and two boiler tanks in 
Precinct 3 were declared sur-
plus material and will be placed 
for sale online through Kaddatz 
Auctioneering.
 The court’s next regularly 
scheduled meeting will be held 
Tuesday, December 27, at 8:30 
a.m. at the Hill County Court-
house.
 

ber Seely said, “We went to UIL 
and had a few kids place in writing 
and storytelling… They were all 
so well behaved and represented 
Whitney very well.” Thursday, 
December 15 the elementary 
school was set to have its family 
reading and math night, and 
kindergarten had an upcoming 
Christmas carol performance 
planned.
 Intermediate School Principal 
Laya Philipp said that December 
has been a spirited month at the 
intermediate school as well, with 
various holiday characters visiting 
the campus to spread holiday 
cheer. The intermediate school 
UIL teams saw success, with 
multiple first and second place 
finishes.
 Middle School Principal Ken-
dra Hensley congratulated the 
WMS one act play group for 
achieving fourth place at its com-
petition, with numerous cast and 
crew awards. She announced that 
from the UIL academic competi-
tion, middle schoolers brought 
home 42 individual placings and 
12 team placings, earning fourth 
place for the campus overall. 
 Hensley said that the middle 
school band took 30 students to 
Groesbeck to compete for East 
Region Honor Band; seven of 
those students earned a spot on 
the symphonic band, and eight 
earned a spot on the concert band, 
with three honorable mentions.
 Principal Leech shared the 
high school’s testing schedule and 
gave an update on a work-study 
program that is in the works. She 
explained that Whitney’s German 
Dance Club has fans that compli-
ment their performances and one 
who travels to see the dancers 
perform. Choir students were set 
to perform in new uniforms in 
a concert planned for Thursday, 
December 15.  
 Selected as WISD’s final staff 
member of the month for the year 
of 2022 was Stephanie Carmona, 
who has taught kindergarten at 
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Whitney Elementary for the past 
two years. 
 In  Principal Amber Seely’s 
nomination statement, she ex-
pressed that Carmona has a 
natural gift for working with 
young children, and her sweet 
disposition makes her a wonder-
ful kindergarten teacher. 
 "Mrs. Carmona has amazed us 
with her ability to problem solve 
and find ways to reach our stu-
dents' academic and social needs. 
It is hard to believe she is only in 
her second year as an educator. 
She shows characteristics of a 
veteran teacher. We are blessed 
to have her on campus. Mrs. Car-
mona has such a kind heart. She 
would jump in and help whenever 

needed," Seely wrote. "She takes 
the time to do the little things 
that help improve the campus 
culture. She volunteers to be a 
part of many campus committees, 
organizes field trips and manages 
and orders supplies for her grade 
level. She has been an amazing 
addition to our team."
 The superintendent announced 
the resignation of April McKin-
ney, and after the board returned 
from closed session, the members 
approved a new guardian for the 
district, and they also approved 
two new employees, an athletic 
trainer and a high school librarian.
 The board will hold its next 
meeting at 6 p.m. Monday, Janu-
ary 9.

talizing the area and bringing in 
businesses. The zoning allows 
for a number of uses, including 
office facilities, retail stores, ser-
vice facilities and non-nuisance 
light industrial businesses.

Another rezone request was 
approved to correct an issue in 
the 200 block of South Colorado 
Street dating back a number of 
years. The property is incorrect-
ly zoned as business and the resi-
dent wants to build a new house. 

Council members appointed 
Charla Hays to the Whitney 
Housing Authority Board. She 
will replace Nellie Molidor, who 
has moved from the area.

The council also authorized 
the purchase of a used vehicle, 
or vehicles, up to $30,000 for the 
Public Works Department. The 
money was already budgeted 
for the purpose of buying a new 
vehicle this year, but the volatile 
vehicle market has caused delays 
in purchasing the new Toyota 
Tacoma that the department 
planned to buy. The change will 
allow the department to expand 
its fleet and move away from 
using its two Polaris Rangers, 
which Pribble said have high 
maintenance costs, are a prob-
lem in inclement weather and 
are not designed to be used as 
everyday vehicles.

A resolution was approved to 
allow the city to seek proposals 
for bank depository services 
from banks located within the 
city limits. Cities are required to 
issue a request for proposals for 
bank depository services at least 
every five years.
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