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Blood drive set Blood drive set 
at Whitney HSat Whitney HS
 The Red Cross will hold a 
blood drive at Whitney High 
School Wednesday, January 
25, from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
Those donating blood in Jan-
uary will receive a chance to 
win a trip for two to the Super 
Bowl. Visit RedCrossBlood.
org and enter "whitneyisd" 
to schedule an appointment. 
The drive will be held in the 
gym at 1400 N. Brazos.

April Aguirre, who has been 
an appraiser at the Hill County 
Appraisal District for seven 
years, started her mobile bar 
business, The 
Chariot Mobile 
Bar Company, 
in May 2022. 
April was born 
and raised in 
the Whitney 
area, and she 
met Jeff, her 
husband of 20 
years, at Whitney High School. 
April and Jeff have two sons, 
Cohen and Brendon. April 
said, "I love our town. We knew 
when we started a family, this 
is where we wanted to do it. 
We have made lifelong friends 
here, and so have our children." 
April attends Towash Baptist 
Church and spends her free 
time watching her boys play 
baseball and golf, traveling 
and taking in the beautiful 
scenery that Lake Whitney 
has to offer.

Participants gearing up for Participants gearing up for 
this year's Hill County Fairthis year's Hill County Fair
Events scheduled at Hillsboro fairgrounds next week...
 Young people throughout 
the county are preparing their 
livestock, creative arts and shop 
projects for next week’s Hill 
County Fair.
 The fair will get underway 
Sunday, January 22 and wrap 
up Saturday, January 28, at the 
fairgrounds in Hillsboro.
 The hard work of Hill County 
students will be on display in a 
number of competitions next 
week. A few of those students 
talked to The Lakelander about 
what the annual fair means to 
them.
 Cooper Coffelt, senior at 
Whitney High School and Whit-
ney’s FFA chapter president, 
will show heifers and steers at 
the Hill County Fair. He started 
showing heifers and steers in 
the third grade and has shown 
animals every year since then. 
In the past, he has also shown a 
pig and entered items in the arts 
and crafts category at the fair.
 Coffelt said, “Of course I’m 
nervous. I’ve been working 
really hard with my animals just 
trying to get them ready, and I 
feel like I have a shot at winning 
something this year.” He thinks 
of the fair as the moment of 
truth, when the judges decide 
who they think is truly the 
best. He said, “Everybody has 
a different taste, and you never 
know what is going to happen.”
 Because his siblings showed 
animals throughout their school 
years and his parents are both 
agriculture teachers, Coffelt 
started going to shows at a very 
young age. 
 Coffelt loves showing animals 
because it brings him a sense of 
tranquility. “It clears my mind 
and gives me something to do. 
I’ve always loved working with 
animals. It just gives me another 
opportunity to do that,” Coffelt 
said.
  He isn’t sure what his future 
holds, but Coffelt sees himself 
working with animals after 
graduation. He is considering 
pursuing a career as a cattle 
embryologist, an ag teacher or 
a livestock judging coach.
 Coffelt holds an FFA area 
officer position as sentinel, and 
he said that FFA has helped him 
gain some of his best friends 

Cooper Coffelt, senior at Whitney High School, clips a heifer that he 
will be showing at the Hill County Fair.

Brexley Harrison, fourth grader, Tracen Harrison, eighth grader, and 
Raley McCurdy, freshman, who are all students at Aquilla ISD, pose for 
a photo after they each won reserve champion showmanship in their 
age divisions at the Robinson FFA Alumni Show in Clifton.

WISD board appoints member, WISD board appoints member, 
WMS passes safety inspectionWMS passes safety inspection
 The Whitney ISD Board of 
Trustees met at 6 p.m. Monday, 
January 9 to appoint a new 
member, congratulate Whitney 
Middle School for earning a 
perfect score on its intruder 
detection inspection completed 
by the Texas School Safety Cen-
ter and hear a presentation on 
benchmark and interim STAAR 
data.
 The board accepted Lyle 
Eubank’s resignation as vice 
president of the school board. 
Charles Buzan was nominated 
and elected to serve as the new 
vice president of the board. 
 Adrian Marino was appoint-
ed as a school board member 
to fill the empty board seat. 
Marino said, “I’ve been around 
here for about five years now. I 
have a freshman, a third grader, 
and I also have a 6-month-old. I 
will be dealing with the school 
for a long time, and I’d like to 
help with decision making and 
help discuss these matters in the 
wisest way possible.” Marino 
plans to prioritize promoting 

Jim Holcomb (left) was sworn in by Hill County Judge Justin Lewis to 
begin serving as Precinct 1’s commissioner Wednesday, January 11.

New commissioner appointed New commissioner appointed 
to serve Hill County Precinct 1to serve Hill County Precinct 1

Candidate filing underway for Candidate filing underway for 
May city and school electionsMay city and school elections

City plans to test City plans to test 
weather sirenweather siren

The City of Whitney will 
test its outdoor weather siren 
Monday, January 23, at noon 
due to the test scheduled for 
earlier this month being de-
layed because of inclement 
weather. The regular testing 
schedule of noon on the first 
Monday of the month will re-
sume in February. Other than 
testing dates, the siren will 
only be activated in the event 
of a tornado in the area.

MHMC to host MHMC to host 
free clinic Sat.free clinic Sat.

Mission Hillsboro Medical 
Clinic, located at 120 East 
Franklin Street in Hillsboro, 
will be open Saturday, Janu-
ary 21, for its third Saturday 
clinic. Registration begins at 6 
a.m. Residents of Hill County 
without medical insurance are 
eligible to be seen. Patients 
are seen on a first-come, first-
served basis with proof of 
address. Leave a message at 
254-479-1489 for information.

a brighter future for students 
in the district, including his 
children and the children of the 
people in the community.
 The Texas School Safety 
Center’s intruder detection 
inspection at the middle school 
consisted of four parts, and the 
campus achieved a perfect score 
because there was no corrective 
action needed for any of the 
parts.
 For part one of the assess-
ment, intruder detection audit, 
no corrective action was needed 
because no access was able to be 
gained at the campus. For part 
two of the assessment, exterior 
door audit, no corrective action 
was needed because all exterior 
doors were securely locked 
and closed, and no doors were 
propped open. For part three 
of the assessment, classroom 
door audit, no corrective action 
was needed because all interior 
doors were closed and locked 
that had students inside when 
they were checked. For part four 

 The City of Blum has two-
year terms open for a mayor 
and three council members. 
Those currently serving in these 
roles are Mayor Chryle Hackler 
and council members Brandon 
Munn, Terry Thomas and Roy 
Hackler.
 Filing is Monday through Fri-
day from 8 a.m. until noon and 
1 to 5 p.m. at Blum City Hall, 
located at 105 South Avenue C.
 Blum ISD will have three full 
three-year terms available in 
May, currently held by James 
Koonsman, Steve Gant and 
Denver Vardeman. There is also 
an unexpired term continuing 
through 2025 on the ballot. 
 Filing will be at the Blum ISD 
Administration Office from 7:30 
a.m. until 3:30 p.m. weekdays.
 The City of Covington will 
have three two-year council seats 
available this year. One is vacant 
by resignation, and the other two 

 Candidate filing for May 6 
city and school elections will get 
underway Wednesday, January 
18. Locally, positions will be 
available in Whitney, Blum and 
Covington.
 The City of Whitney will have 
the mayor’s position and two 
council seats on the ballot if an 
election is needed this year. The 
two-year positions are currently 
held by Mayor Jerry Barker and 
council members Jason Ince and 
Sam Pierce. 
 Filing will be at Whitney City 
Hall, 115 West Jefferson Avenue 
in Whitney, from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. weekdays.
 Whitney ISD will have the 
three-year terms of Ray Mabry 
and previously Lyle Eubank on 
the school board ballot in May. 
 Candidate filing will be at the 
Whitney ISD Administration 
Building, 305 South San Jacinto 
Street, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
weekdays.

 Hill County Judge Justin 
Lewis appointed Jim Holcomb 
to serve as Precinct 1 commis-
sioner following Andy Mont-
gomery’s resignation and swore 
him in Wednesday morning, 
January 11.
 The appointment was made 
after the judge formed a com-
mittee comprised of former 
and current commissioners and 
constituents to review applica-
tions and interview candidates. 
Twelve individuals applied for 
the position.
 Holcomb has been a resident 
of Precinct 1 for about 15 years 
after coming to Hill County 
from Rendon, located south of 
Fort Worth. He spent 42 years 
in the oil and gas industry 
working for several companies 
and running his own company.
 “I was retired when this came 

and has helped him improve his 
leadership qualities. 
 “I’ve always been a part of 
FFA. It’s something that I love, 
and it stands for everything that 
I do. I love agriculture and being 
with animals. It’s really grown 
me as a leader too,” Coffelt 
said. “I truly believe that FFA 
has shaped me into who I am 
today.”
 Coffelt looks forward to com-
peting at the county level and 

appreciates the local show’s 
ability to bring the community 
together. 
 Coffelt said, “I really think 
the county show is great for the 
community because the majors 
are in places like Fort Worth, 
Houston and places like that, 
and the county fair gives fam-
ilies a closer place they can go 
to to support and acknowledge 
the kids for all the work they’ve 

Hill County Precinct 1 Justice of the Peace and Municipal Judge Trey 
Jetton swore in Kevin Hughes to begin serving as the City of Whitney’s 
police chief during a special meeting of the Whitney City Council held 
Monday, January 9. After Chief Hughes was sworn in, Mayor Jerry 
Barker presented him with his badge and the keys to his vehicle. Other 
action taken at the special meeting included a resolution authorizing 
the mayor to apply for grant funds through the Texas General Land 
Off ice that would help the city update its zoning maps and ordinances, 
which have not been updated since the 1970s. The council also ap-
proved a change to the police department’s policies that will speed up 
the hiring process for police off icers already working in law enforce-
ment who hold a valid license as the city works to hire more off icers.

Whitney police chief sworn in
see FILING on back

see FAIR on page 5

see PRECINCT 1 on back

Lake Level
on January 15

525.96'
Normal Elevation 533.00’

Lake Watch is provided by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

on Lake Whitney

Lakeline

Know Your Know Your 
NeighborNeighbor

Birthdays
 Happy birthday to Wayne 
Redding on January 21. 
Love, Our Savior Lutheran 
Church

see WISD on page 5
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Looking BackLooking Back
Excerpts from the Whitney Messenger archives

301 W. Elm St., Hillsboro • 254-582-5000

CORNERSTONE 
FUNERAL HOME
“A Tradition Of Caring”

Combining dignity with Affordability

LL - 24ci/color
01-18-23
$208

Clifton:
410 W. 5th St.  • 254-675-8092 

Two offices to serve you better!
Whitney:

100 E. Jefferson  • 254-694-5374 

CR 1539 - Morgan * Almost 1 Acre in the Canyons  ................................................... $29,900
8020  Nairn Court- Cleburne * .720 Acres  ............................................................... $49,000
CR 1537 - Morgan * Approx 1.8 Acres in Cedar Shores  ............................................. $69,900
184 PR 1212 – Kopperl * 4.3  acres ........................................................REDUCED$120,000
5206 FM 933  - Whitney * 5 Acres  ...................................................... . PENDING $125,000
Hwy. 31 -  Hubbard * Tract #10, 11 acres  ................................................................$130,900
Hwy. 31 -  Hubbard * Tract #20, 10.1 acres ..............................................................$131,000
Hwy. 31 -  Hubbard * Tract #19, 10.2 acres ..............................................................$132,000
Hwy. 31 -  Hubbard * Tract #18, 10.1 acres  .............................................................$136,000
Hwy. 31 - Hubbard * Tract #16, 10.1 acres  ..............................................................$139,000
Hwy. 31 - N Hubbard * Tract #8, 11.03 acres ...........................................................$144,996
St. Hwy 31 N.– Hubbard * 12 Acres, Tract 1 ...........................................................$142,800 
St. Hwy, 31 N. Hubbard* 10.1 Acres, Tract 13 .........................................................$146,450
 Hwy 31 N.– Hubbard * 13.85 Acres, Tract 4 ..........................................REDUCED$146,496
Hwy. 31 - N Hubbard * Tract #12, 13.5 acres .........................................REDUCED $148,750
CR 2027 –  Glen Rose * 3.01 Acre  ............................................................................$149,000
Hwy. 31 - Hubbard * Tract #17, 10.88 acres ............................................................$149,000
Hwy. 31 - N Hubbard * Tract #9, 10.6 acres  ............................................................$153,700
Hwy. 31 - N Hubbard * Tract #11, 10.71 acres  ........................................................$155,295
247 CR 2128- Whitney * 5 acres ..............................................................................$159,000
St. Hwy 31 N.– Hubbard * 12 Acres, Tract 5 ...........................................................$159,750
Hwy. 31 - N Hubbard * Tract #14, 13.2 acres ...........................................................$165,000
CR 4175 - Cranfills Gap * 12 acres ...........................................................PENDING$180,000
St. Hwy 31 N.– Hubbard * 15 Acres, Tract 6 ...........................................................$184,450
FM 1238  Iredell * 9.823 Acres .................................................................................$188,800
Hwy. 31 - N Hubbard * Tract #7, 14.3 acres .............................................................$193,050
CR2560 - Walnut Springs* 10 acres .........................................................................$199,000
5680 FM 933- Whitney* 12 Acres, Tract 2 ...............................................................$210,000
1008 HCR 1248 - Whitney * 21.02 Acre Tract .........................................................$227,000
182 Creekview Dr.  – Blum * 30 Acres ..................................................................  $330,110
HCR 1439 - Covington * 23 acres ...........................................................REDUCED $414,000
Hwy. 22 - Whitney * 76.73 acres .............................................................................$749,000
FM 2114  - Clifton *52.394  acres .............................................................................$750,000
FM 933 Whitney * 49.94 Acres .................................................................................$996,303
Hwy. 22 - Hillsboro* 27.66 acres ............................................................REDUCED $917,780
Hwy. 22 - Cranfills Gap* 106.06 acres ................................................................. $1,060,060
CR 4145 - Cranfills Gap * 177.840 acres ............................................................... $1,778,400
Hwy 6 - Clifton* 110.820 Acres–.......................................................................... $3,324,600

 COMMERCIAL
311 N Ave D –Clifton *   ..........................................................................PENDING$215,000
213 S BOSQUE (HWY 22) –Whitney * Commercial building  ................................$246,000

Your Hometown Real Estate Company
Call for White Bluff Lots

LOTS & ACREAGE

www.bosquerealestate.com

Creative Arts & Education & Livestock Divisions

2023
HILL COUNTY FAIR

“It’s Fair Time, Come On Out & Enjoy the Show”

“SCHEDULE OF EVENTS”

JAN. 22-JAN. 28  
Hillsboro Fairgrounds

~ Sunday, January 22 ~
1:00 p.m- 7:00 p.m.................... Item drop off: Baked Goods/Arts/Crafts/
Textiles

~ Monday, January 23 ~
1:30 p.m....................Broilers Move-in and Check- in (Livestock Barn area)
2:00 p.m........................................Broiler Show-followed by Showmanship
3:00 p.m....................................................Horse Show-Horse arrival begins
4:00 p.m....................................................................................... Horse Show
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m................................................Barn Open for Lamb and 
Goat TACK ONLY to be brought in and set up

~ Tuesday, January 24 ~
8:00 a.m.....Barn opens-NO EARLY UNLOADING PRIOR TO THIS TIME
8:00 a.m.-9:00 a.m. Lamb and Goats weigh-in upon arrival- Breeding 
sheep and Goats (Wether Dams and Does) Check-in upon arrival 
10:00 a.m..........................Lamb Show (Breeding, Market, Showmanship)
12:00 p.m..............................................................................A Day in the Ring
1:00 p.m.....................................................Creative Arts opens to the public
1:30 p.m............................Goat Show (Breeding, Market, Showmanship)
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m ...................................................Barn Open for Swine 
TACK ONLY to be brought in and set up

~ Wednesday, January 25 ~
8:00 a.m...Barn Opens-NO EARLY UNLOADING PRIOR TO THIS TIME
8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.......................................Swine weigh-in upon arrival
1:00 p.m........................Swine Show (Breeding, Market, Showmanship)
6:00p.m.-10:00 p.m..............Barn Opens for Cattle TACK ONLY to be 
brought in and set up

~ Thursday, January 26 ~
4:30 a.m.....................................................Barn Opens for Cattle Arrival
8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m..................... ........................Ag Mechanics move-in
8:00 a.m............................................................................Steer Weigh-in
8:00 a.m...........................................................................Heifer Check-in
9:30 a.m................................................................................Heifer Show
Steer Show will begin 30 minutes after completion of heifer show and 
pictures

~ Friday, January 27 ~
6:00 a.m........................................................Barn opens for Rabbit arrival
7:00 a.m......All Breeding and Market Rabbits in place Weigh-in to begin
10:00 a.m.....................Rabbit Show (Breeding, Market, Showmanship)
10:00 a.m............................All Ag Mechanics in Place and Checked- in
10:00 a.m...............................................................Ag Mechanics Judging
3:00 p.m....................................................................Ag Mechanic Awards
6:30 p.m.....................................................................Creative Arts Auction

~ Saturday, January 28 ~
 11:00 a.m - 1:00 p.m.......Hill County Fair Board Scholarship Meal (Open 
to Public)
12:30 p.m......................................................... ...................Market Auction

Citizens State Bank
HWY 22 • WHITNEY (Across from Elementary School)

694-4477
“We salute the youth of Hill County and support their efforts 

and accomplishments during the 2023 Fair.”

This schedule is provided to you courtesy of the folks at

LL - 45 ci

$315

Fair
Schedule 2023

WIS releases WIS releases 
3rd 6 weeks 3rd 6 weeks 
A Honor RollA Honor Roll
 Whitney Intermediate School 
has released its list of students 
who achieved A Honor Roll status 
for the third six weeks of school. 
Students who made all As for the 
third grading period include:
 Third grade- Justyce Arnold, 
Kaylynn Burrows, Cristal Cruz 
Lopez, Braelyn Ferkol, Gracin 
Halbert, Jameson Jones, Hunter 
Justice, Serenity Nors, Miguel 
Rodriquez, Adaline Schifferns and 
Kendall Taylor;
 Fourth grade- Lily Baker, 
Brooklyn Bright, Addyson Clark, 
Olivia Foster, Eva Gibbons, Bailey 
Griffith, Hunter Hoffman, Conner 
Hunt, Gannon Peacock, Taraji 
Roy, Braylen Turner, Gunter 
Ward, Cason Warren and Raelynn 
Wooten;
 Fifth grade- Mia Abrego, Atlis 
Arriaga, Ian Benfer, Brynn Clow-
dus, Camo Critz, Tristian Crock-
er, Charlotte Curtis, Mauricio 
Delgado, Casen Emery, Aubrey 
Hanna, Kason Henderson, Sa-
vannah Hill, Savanna Jennings, 
Logan Lewis, Kynleigh Moore, 
Taylor Ray, Michael Ray Garcia, 
Janie Robinson, Aislyn Rodgers, 
Emily Rogers, Carter Scott, Ol-
iver Taylor, Kutter Turman and 
Elise Ward.

WHS band student earns all-state honorsWHS band student earns all-state honors

Jonah Cottongame

Jonah Cottongame, a 
member of the Whitney High 
School Band, will perform 
with the Texas All-State 
Concert Band in San Anto-
nio Saturday, February 11, at 
the Henry B. González Con-
vention Center as part of the 
2023 Texas Music Educators 
Association Clinic/Conven-
tion.

Cottongame was chosen 
for this prestigious honor 
through a competitive pro-
cess held this year across the 
state at district, region and 
area levels. This is his second 
time to perform as a member 
of the TMEA all-state orga-
nization. Last year, he made 
school history by becoming 
the first WHS percussionist 
to make the all-state band.

Cottongame performs at 
Whitney High School under 
the direction of Josh Nowlin 
and Michael Wilson, who are 
members of the Texas Mu-
sic Educators Association, a 
14,000+ member organiza-
tion headquartered in Aus-
tin. 

High school students se-
lected to perform in the 
all-state concerts have com-

peted through auditions to 
qualify at the state level. 
All-state is the highest hon-
or a Texas music student can 
receive. In total, 1,875 stu-
dents are selected through a 
process that began with over 
70,000 students from around 
the state vying for this honor 
to perform in one of 18 en-
sembles. 

Texas Music Educators 
Association sponsors the 
Texas all-state competition. 
This competitive process 
begins throughout the state 
in auditions hosted by 33 
TMEA regions. Individual 
musicians perform selected 

music for a panel of judges 
who rank each instrument or 
voice part. 

From this ranking, a select 
group of musicians advances 
from their region to compete 
against musicians from other 
areas in eight TMEA area 
competitions. 

The highest-ranking mu-
sicians judged at the TMEA 
area competitions qualify to 
perform in a TMEA all-state 
music group. 

Only the top 2.6% of mu-
sicians who initially audition 
become all-state musicians.

These all-state students 
participate in four days of 
rehearsals directed by na-
tionally recognized conduc-
tors during the TMEA Clinic 
and Convention. Their per-
formances for thousands of 
attendees bring this extraor-
dinary event to a close.

For the all-state concert 
and conductor information, 
go to the performances sec-
tion of www.tmea.org/con-
vention.  

Cottongame is a junior at 
Whitney High School and is 
the son of Seth and Shannon 
Cottongame.

WHS basketball teams add wins

The Whitney High School Lady 'Cats beat Grandview 41-34 in a home game Friday night, January 13. 
Bailey Brisco scored a team high 21 points, and Caitlyn Hanna added 12. Arie Espino had seven assists 
and handled the ball well all night, adding five steals. Caitlin Poore had a big three, and along with Kailoni 
Miller, Hope Ivers and Jojo Hanna helped out-rebound Grandview 39-35. "The defense was great all 
night; it was our defense that allowed us to chip away and make our comeback after being down double 
digits early in the game," said Head Coach Michael Villarreal. "I have been very pleased with our work 
and effort over the last couple of games. If we can bring this energy and effort, and if the community 
and crowd can bring the excitement they showed Friday, we can make the second round of district very 
interesting." The second round was set to begin Tuesday, January 17, with home games vs. Maypearl. 

The Whitney High School varsity boys added an 86-70 win over Grandview in front of a home crowd Fri-
day, January 13. They were scheduled to close out the first round of district against Maypearl Tuesday, 
January 17, before taking on West for the second time this season Tuesday, January 24, in West. The 
first time the two teams met this season, Whitney beat the Trojans 54-29. The 'Cats are 4-1 after a loss 
to Keene last week and remain first in the district standings. Pictured is Cade Baker against Grandview.

LW Amateur LW Amateur 
Radio Society Radio Society 
to meet Sat.to meet Sat.
 The Lake Whitney Amateur 
Radio Society (LWARS) will 
meet at 10 a.m. Saturday, Jan-
uary 21, at the Lake Whitney 
Public Library.  Members and 
guests are all welcome. 
 There will be discussion on 
the preparation of Winter Field 
Day, which will be the weekend 
of January 28 and 29, also at the 
Lake Whitney Public Library. 
 The event will be open to 
visitors wanting to learn more 
about ham radio activities.
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Locally owned & operated.
Dedicated to serving the people, communities

 & businesses of the Lake Whitney area.

Any correspondence should be sent to the publisher at:
The Lakelander, Inc.

P.O. Box 1727 • Whitney, TX  76692
Phone  254-694-4344 • Fax 254-694-2175 

 Email: news@lakelander.com

April Sanders, Publisher
NEWSPAPER  STAFF

Shannon Cottongame • Ellie Mahan 
Tessa Ray

 Any erroneous reflection cast upon the character, reputation or 
community standing of any person firm or organization appearing in 
the columns of this paper will be duly corrected when brought to the 
attention of the publisher.
 All material submitted for publication becomes the property of  this 
establishment. Accuracy of copy submitted is the sole responsibility of 
the advertiser or news contributor.
 The newspaper staff reserves the right to reject, edit or omit any ad, 
news item, letter to the editor, or picture for any reason or to change 
the classification to conform with the policies of this publication. 
 Any fraudulent, dishonest or misleading article found in the paper 
is without the knowledge of the publisher and should be reported 
immediately.
 Deadlines - All news articles, and  display and classified advertis-
ing must be submitted before 3 p.m. Friday before each Wednesday 
edition. The office is open to the public: Tuesday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; and closed Saturday, Sunday and Monday.

Circulation audited by

Fuel At Competitive 
Prices

24 HOUR FUELING
NON ETHANOL

• On Road Diesel
 • Off Road Diesel

• Gasoline
• Oil

• Lubricant
• Pumps - Parts

• Equipment - Tanks

MyattFuels.net
Clifton: (254) 675-8107        West: (254) 826-5101

BOTH LOCATIONS!

Hill County Sheriff’s ReportLL
4ci $28 per week
10/26
11/2
11/9
11/16

$112 Total. 

Buc-ee's sets Buc-ee's sets 
groundbreaking groundbreaking 
date in Hillsborodate in Hillsboro
 Buc- ee’s  caused a buzz 
throughout the area last week 
when it formally announced 
what locals have known for 
months—the company is 
starting construction on a 
large travel center in Hills-
boro.
 An official groundbreaking 
will be held at 1 p.m. Tuesday, 
January 24, when Hillsboro 
Mayor Andy Smith, Hill County 
Judge Justin Lewis, city council 
members, county commission-
ers and other leaders gather to 
mark the occasion.
 Located at 165 State Highway 
77, Buc-ee’s Hillsboro will occu-
py 74,000 square feet and offer 
120 fueling positions, fresh food 
and its award-winning “world’s 
cleanest bathrooms.”
 “Hillsboro is one of the best 
forks in the road we’ve ever 
seen, and they have a beautiful, 
historic courthouse as a bonus,” 
said Stan Beard of Buc-ee’s. 
 “Whether you’re headed to 
Fort Worth and West Texas 
or Dallas and East Texas, you 
can make Buc-ee’s your stop, 
coming and going,” he said. 
“The City of Hillsboro and Hill 
County have been such great 
partners, and we look forward 
to being a great neighbor for 
years to come.”
  Buc-ee’s Hillsboro will bring 
at least 200 jobs to the area, 
with starting pay beginning well 
above minimum wage, full ben-
efits, a 6% matching 401k, and 
three weeks of paid vacation.
 Throughout the project, 
Buc-ee’s corporate development 
team says it will continue to 
work closely with local partners, 
including the City of Hillsboro 
and Hill County.
 Buc-ee’s, which was founded 
in Texas in 1982, operates 44 
stores throughout Texas and 
the south. 
 Since beginning its multi-
state expansion in 2019, Buc-
ee’s has opened travel centers 
in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
Kentucky, South Carolina and 
Tennessee. Now, Buc-ee’s is 
headed west with store ground-
breakings in Colorado and 
Missouri. 
 The Hillsboro store will 
include all of the Buc-ee’s cus-
tomer favorites, including Texas 
barbecue, homemade fudge, 
kolaches, Beaver Nuggets, jerky, 
fresh pastries, Buc-ee’s apparel 
and more. 

LWMA introduces 2023 officers
The 2023 officers for the Lake Whitney Ministerial Alliance were announced Wednesday, January 11, at 
a regular meeting. This year's officers are: Gay Craddock, president; Randy Marshall, vice president; 
Deborah Gregory, secretary; Karen Williams, treasurer; Jack Maze, assistant treasurer; Billy Stone, 
community worship; Connie Stahl, food bank director; Linda Yeary, school supply/backpack chair; Ron 
Roberts, chaplaincy coordinator; Michelle Walker, Joint Committee for Christmas coordinator; Becky 
Jacobus, benevolence/emergency fund coordinator; Betty Newman, public relations and past president. 
All who are interested are invited and encouraged to attend LWMA meetings. They begin at 10 a.m. at 
the Lake Whitney Senior Center. Meeting dates are March 8, May 10, September 13, and November 8.  

Lake WhitneyLake Whitney

FISHING REPORTFISHING REPORT
(January 11) Great. Water 

lightly stained; 54 degrees; 
6.96 feet below pool. 

The warming weather 
forecast has the fish spread. 
Crappie are roaming in the 
creek channel suspending 
close to drop-offs or main 
lake points using crappie jigs 
paired with a 1/16 ounce eye 
hole jig. Report by Robert 
Stover, Workingman Crappie 
Guide. 

The river above Lake 
Whitney continues to pro-
duce limits of striped bass 
and crappie. Main lake ac-
tion is excellent for striped 
bass. Largemouth bass on 
Whitney are good near ma-
jor creek entrances on soft 
plastics and jigs. Report by 
Michael Acosta, Unfair Ad-
vantage Charters. 

Striped bass are excellent 
using swimbaits and jigs un-
der active birds. Report by 
James Davis, Davis Guide 
Service.

MEDICARE SOLUTIONS FOR TEXAS
Do You Have Medicare Questions? We Have Answers!

Doug Coursey  - Independent Broker

* Medicare Supplements   * Medicare Advantage Plans           
* Prescription Drug Plans

BENEFIT SPECIALISTS FOR:

Turning 65 soon? Call us to discuss your options.

Call today with your questions or for a free consultation.
254-694-1148

Local Independent Agents helping Texans since 1980
Visit our website: www.healthinsurancesvc.com  

Email us: doug@phisvc.com

Professional Health Insurance Services

 Sealed bid proposals will be received by the City of Whit-
ney, Texas at the office of the City Secretary prior to 1:00 
p.m., on February 1, 2023, then publicly opened to purchase 
the following listed items as per bid instructions and specifi-
cations.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR 
BANK DEPOSITORY SERVICES

 Qualified prospective bidders may obtain copies of the bid 
invitation with information to bidders, bid proposals, plans 
and/or specifications at the office of the City Secretary, located 
at 115 W. Jefferson  Whitney, Texas 76692.
 The City of Whitney, Texas reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids and to waive defects in bids.
 Minority and small business vendors or contractors en-
couraged to bid on any and all City of Whitney projects.

CITY OF WHITNEY
CITY SECRETARY

PO BOX 2050
WHITNEY, TEXAS  76692

(254) 694-2261

7 Column Inches
$49 per run ($98 total for 2 runs)
Runs January 11, January 18
Bill City of Whitney

Town Hall Estates Whitney
Long Term Care & Rehabilitation 

is taking applications for:

101 San Marcus St. • Whitney, TX
254-694-2233

“Where Love Makes The Difference”
EEOC

LVN/RN
10 P.M. - 6 A.M.

CNA
Housekeeping

 LVN/RN   Part Time

 A subject surrendered to 
authorities at the Hill County 
Sheriff ’s Office at 7:45 a.m. 
Monday, January 9.
 Reports indicated that a 
21-year-old Waxahachie man 
was taken into custody for 
three counts of cruelty to a  
non-livestock animal - kill/
poison/serious bodily injury.
 Bonds totaling $15,000 
were set on Brady Moon.
 Investigator Robert White 
made the arrest and booked 
the subject into the Hill Coun-
ty Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office took a subject into 
custody at 10 a.m. Tuesday, 
January 10.
 According to reports, a 
25-year-old Hubbard man 
was taken into custody at the 
Hill County Courthouse for 
assault with intent/reckless, 
impeding breathing/circu-
lation of a family member, 
unlawful restraint and assault 
causing bodily injury - family 
violence. 
 Tony Thompson is being 
held without bond.
 Deputy Rebecca Lord made 
the arrest and booked the 
subject into the Hill County 
Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 An arrest was made by the 
Hill County Sheriff ’s Office at 
8:45 p.m. Monday, January 9.
 Reports indicated that au-
thorities made contact with a 
52-year-old Whitney woman 
in the 100 block of Foretravel 
Drive. She was charged with 
assault causing bodily injury 
to a family member.
 Deputy Ty West made the 
arrest and booked the subject 
into the Hill County Law En-
forcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office made an arrest at 9:25 
a.m. Saturday, January 7.
 According to reports, au-

thorities made contact with 
a 43-year-old Bogata man. He 
was charged with harassment.
 Deputy Preston Cardwell 
made the arrest and booked 
the subject into the Hill Coun-
ty Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 A transport was made by 
the Hill County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice at 11:50 a.m. Friday, 
January 6.
 Reports  indicated that 
authorities transported a 
22-year-old Kilgore woman 
from the Gregg County Jail. 
She was charged with theft of 
a firearm.
 Bonds totaling $10,000 
were set on Taylor Cooley.
 Deputy Preston Cardwell 
made the arrest and booked 
the subject into the Hill Coun-
ty Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office made an arrest at 9:32 
p.m. Sunday, January 8.
 According to reports, au-
thorities made contact with a 
41-year-old Malone man in the 
1800 block of Interstate High-
way 35 South. He was charged 
with public intoxication and 
evading arrest detention. 
 Deputy Ty West made the 
arrest and booked the subject 
into the Hill County Law En-
forcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office made an arrest at 10:43 
a.m. Friday, January 6.
 According to reports, au-
thorities took a 50-year-old 
woman into custody. She was 
charged with possession of a 
controlled substance under 
one gram.
 Bonds totaling $5,000 were 
set on Kimberly Fuller.
 Deputy Rebecca Lord made 
the arrest and booked the 
subject into the Hill County 
Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 An arrest was made by the 
Hill County Sheriff ’s Office at 
10:08 p.m. Friday, January 6.
 Reports indicated that au-
thorities made contact with a 
40-year-old Whitney woman 
in the 1300 block of State 
Highway 22 in Whitney. She 
was charged with Class C 
assault.
 Deputy Aaron Stone made 
the arrest and booked the 
subject into the Hill County 
Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office made an arrest at 3:39 
p.m. Friday, January 6.
 According to reports, au-
thorities took a 21-year-old 
Crowley man into custody at 
the Community Supervision 
and Corrections Department 
on charges of aggravated as-

sault with a deadly weapon. 
 Bonds totaling $2,500 were 
set on Jeffery Kent. 
 Sergeant Gary Melson made 
the arrest and booked the 
subject into the Hill County 
Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 An arrest was made by the 
Hill County Sheriff ’s Office at  
11:31 p.m. Saturday, January 
7.
 Reports indicated that au-
thorities made contact with 
a 33-year-old Whitney man at 
the intersection of Farm Road 
933 and Farm Road 2604 in 
Whitney. He was charged with 
driving while intoxicated with 
a child under 15 years of age.
 Bonds totaling $5,000 were 
set on Shaun McManaway.
 Deputy Aaron Stone made 
the arrest and booked the 
subject into the Hill County 
Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office made an arrest at 10:51 
p.m. Friday, January 6.
 According to reports, au-
thorities made contact with a 
58-year-old Clifton woman at 
the intersection of Colorado 
and Railroad streets in Whit-
ney. She was charged with 
driving while intoxicated.
 Deputy Aaron Stone made 
the arrest and booked the 
subject into the Hill County 
Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office made an arrest at 4:09 
p.m. Wednesday, January 4.
 According to reports, au-
thorities made contact with a 
48-year-old Itasca man in the 
300 block of Interstate 35 ser-
vice road in Hillsboro. He was 
charged with failure to comply 
with sex offender’s duty to 
register for life/annually. 
 Investigator Robert White 
made the arrest and booked 
the subject into the Hill Coun-
ty Law Enforcement Center.

**********
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Love One 
Another

Hill County Title Co.

West Side of Square • P.O. Box 297 • Hillsboro, Texas 76645

“the right choice
                    in title insurance”

Ask for

Jennifer M. Folsom-Nowlin, Manager
jf.hatco@sbcglobal.net

Abstract - Title Insurance Since 1853

     Phone                                          Telecopier No.  
254-582-5396                 254-582-9728

TFN

208 E 5th Street,  Blum
Pastor Kaitlynn Shannon 

(Talk or Text)
254-221-6285

Sunday Services 9:30am

— Multi Denominational —

RIVER OF LIFE
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

Just West of LW Dam 
at Smith Bend on FM 2114

108 CR 3625 • Clifton 
 254-622-8555

Rev. Jeff & Linda Bilton
Sunday Morning Bible Study

9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 

10:30 a.m.
www.facebook.com/riveroflifetx

— Nazarene —
WHITNEY FIRST CHURCH 

OF THE NAZARENE
1103 N. Brazos St., Whitney

254-694-2949
Pastor: Billy Stone

Sunday School.....9:30am 
Fellowship.....10:30am 
Worship.....10:45 a.m.

MONDAYS
Women’s Bible Study...10:00Am

WEDNESDAYS
Bible Study...7:00pm

www.whitneynazarene.com
whitneyfcn@gmail.com    

For information on listing your church in the directory  
Call 254-694-4344 / Email ads@lakelander.com

PEORIA BAPTIST 
1347 FM 1947 • Hillsboro, Texas

Pastor - Eddie Booth
Sunday School.....10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship.....11 a.m.

PRAIRIE VALLEY BAPTIST
741 HCR 2101 – 5 mi. S. of Whitney

254-694-2056
www.prairievalleybaptist.org
Rusty Penney, Senior Pastor

Chris Eller, Interim Youth Pastor
Joann Penney, Children’s Dir.

SUNDAY
Sunday School…..9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship…..10:45 a.m.
Adult Bible Study....5-6 p.m.

Young Adults & Youth
Bible Studies & Fellowship....5-7 p.m.

MONDAY
Men’s Prayer Group.....7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Adult Bible Study....6-7 p.m.

Youth Bible Study & 
Fellowship...6-8 p.m.
Children’s Games & 

Bible Study..6:00-7:30 p.m.

STEINER BAPTIST 
Independent 1611 K.J.V. Baptist

“The Little Brown Church”
FM 1713 Between

Katy Bridge &  Hwy. 56
John Moore, Pastor 254-205-9558

Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Sunday Evening.....6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening.....7:00 p.m.

TOWASH  BAPTIST
2 miles S. of Whitney on Highway 22

Dr. Bruce Page, Pastor
Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Service.....6:00 p.m.
2nd /4th Wed. Town Hall.....6:30 p.m.

TRIANGLE PARK BAPTIST
104 Pleaasant Dr. • Lake Whitney 
Near Bonanza Shopping Center

Grady Swinscoe, Pastor
HOME: 254-694-5571
CELL: 254-479-1709

Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.

Sunday Evening Service.....5:30 p.m.
Wed. Night Bible Study.....6:30 p.m.

— Bible —
BETHEL BIBLE CHURCH

5 Miles East of Whitney on Hwy. 22,
 then 2 Miles North on FM 3050

Pastor - Robert Wilkinson
254-580-8491

Sunday School......9:45 a.m.- 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.

Sunday Evening.....5:00 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting....5:00 p.m. 

— Church of Christ — 

Laguna Park Church of Christ
7136 FM 56 

(South of Hwy 22 intersection)
Mike Haynes, Minister

 Sunday Bible 
Class....................10:00

Morning Worship...........11:00
Evening Service...........4:00p

 
WHITNEY CHURCH OF CHRIST

Downtown Whitney
Bruce Martin, Minister

Sunday Morning Bible Class.....9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....10:00a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship.....5:00pm
Wednesday Evening Bible Study.....7:00 p.m.

— Christian — 
Non Denominational 
OLIVE BRANCH CHURCH
(FULL GOSPEL- POST TRIB)

907 E. Pick St. • Whitney 
Bland & Pat Baker,  Pastors

Sunday Morning Worship...10:30 a.m..

— Cowboy —

OPEN RANGE 
COWBOY CHURCH     

582 FM 1713 • Whitney 
254-694-7543

Pastor - Gerald Dudley
General information email address:

orccoffice@yahoo.com
Early Sunday Worship.....8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship.....10:00 a.m.
Children’s Church.....10:30 a.m.

 
— Fellowship —

WHITNEY FELLOWSHIP
AT THE FORUM

101 N. Brazos • Whitney
Dell Glenn, Pastor

254-266-0050
Sunday Worship.....10:30 a.m.

— Inter Denominational —

WHITE BLUFF CHAPEL
FM 933 North in White Bluff Resort

Dr. Randy Marshall, Pastor
 Bible Study - 8:00a.m. & 9:00a.m.

Sunday Worship 
9:00a.m. & 10:30a.m.

Youth Fellowship - 6:00p.m.
254-694-7060

email: office@whitebluffchapel.org
website: www.whitebluffchapel.org

— Lutheran —

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN 
Highway 22 West  • Whitney

254-694-3234
www.oslcwhitney.org

Rev. Philip Wottrich
Sunday Bible Study.....8:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service.....10:00 a.m.

— Methodist —

KING MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST

Pastor Kaitlynn Shannon
254-694-2599

502 N. Colorado •  Whitney
email: kmumc@windstream.net

SUNDAY
Sunday Morning Casual Worship 

8:00 a.m..
Morning Worship ................11:00 a.m. 

(In person and Online)
MONDAY

ESL Classes 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
TUESDAY

LW Senior Center.....9 a.m.-1 p.m.

KING MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST

THRIFT STORE
Tuesday 9:00 am – 1:00 p.m.

Saturday 9:00 a.m. – p.m. 

KOPPERL METHODIST 
CHURCH

144 FM 1859, 2 Blks. E. of FM 56, 
Kopperl • 254-715-6139
Reverend John Wood

Sunday Morning Worship.....9:00 a.m.
Sunday School.....10:00 a.m.

UM Women (3rd Wed.)....6:00 p.m.
BLUM UNITED METHODIST  

— Anglican —
OUR LADY OF THE

LAKE ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Hwy. 22 • Laguna Park

1 mi. West of Dam
 214-256-1497

www.ourladyanglican.weebly.com 
Holy Communion Sunday.....11:15 a.m

— Assembly of God —

ABIDING LIFE CHURCH
(Christ Centered - Family Oriented)

North FM 933 • 1105 N. Brazos
Whitney • 254-694-2147
Curtis McGehee, Pastor 

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Family Night (Bible Classes) 
Wednesday..7:00 p.m.

Prayer Meeting Saturday..6:00 p.m.
Visit our website 

abidinglifechurch.org

— Baptist —

AQUILLA FIRST BAPTIST 
Jesse Motley, Pastor

Sunday Bible Study.....9:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Prayer.....6:00 p.m.
Wed. Children’s  & Youth..6:00 p.m.

CEDAR CREEK BAPTIST
5643 FM933 • Whitney 

 254-221-0820
 www.cedarcreeklife.org
Rev. Ricky Gobert , Pastor

SUNDAY
Sunday School.....9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship..10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship...5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Teamkid and youth programs.. 

5:30–7:15

FIRST BAPTIST OF KOPPERL
177 FM Kopperl

Pastor Darrell Wallace
254-889-3579

Sunday Sunday School- 9:45am
Community Breakfast

 (1 st. Sun) 9:30am
Sunday morning Worship 11am

Wednesday
Team Kid- 6:30pm

Youth Meeting- 6:30pm

FIRST BAPTIST
OF LAKESIDE VILLAGE

Steve Allen, Pastor
156 CR 1307 • Lakeside Village 
(west side of lake off Hwy. 56)

254-775-4705
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.

FIRST BAPTIST
Jay Morris, Senior Pastor

Randy Hayes, Worship Pastor
Jason & Karminn Elmore, Youth Ministry

Maggie Smith, Director of Children’s 
Ministries

209 N. San Marcos, Whitney
www.fbcwhitney.org

254-694-2555
SUNDAY

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:50 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Kidz Klub, Youth & Adult Bible 

Study....6:00 p.m.

FORT GRAHAM BAPTIST 
FM 933 5 miles N. • Whitney

2 miles W. on FM 2604 
254-694-5472

gofgbc@gmail.com
Bryan Hill, Interim Pastor

Sunday School.....9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.
Sunday Children’s Church.....11:00 a.m.

THRIFT STORE
Every Mon. & Sat.....10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

LAKE WHITNEY BAPTIST
642 CR 3118 • Whitney

Located off Hwy. 22 on CR 3118
Near Laguna Park • 254-622-8339

Carrol Hambrick, Pastor
Ronnie & Lee Ann Bosher - Music

Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship.....10:50 a.m.

Evening Service.....5:00 p.m.

Obituaries   

Senior exercise classes offeredSenior exercise classes offered
 Senior exercise classes are offered at Open 
Range Community Center, located at 757 FM 
1713. Seniors are invited to attend for 45 minutes 
of exercise with videos. The group meets Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 8:30 a.m.

DECEMBER ADS 2022

Brought to you by
The Whitney

Church of Christ
“Because We Care”

Sunday, January 1
Topics subject to change without notice

Watch each Sunday morning:

7:30 a.m. Waco, KWTX TV
Channel 44 

7:30 a.m. KTXD TV
Channel 47

8:30 a.m. KTXA TV
Channel 21

“Your Time”

Time passes by quickly, and 
we often miss opportunities 
to do good. We must wake 
up to the fact that our time 

on earth is not unlimited 
and use our opportunities to 
serve the living God. Let us 

use our time wisely.

Brought to you by
The Whitney

Church of Christ
“Because We Care”

Watch each Sunday morning:

Sunday, January 8
Topics subject to change without notice

7:30 a.m. Waco, KWTX TV
Channel 44 

7:30 a.m. KTXD TV
Channel 47

8:30 a.m. KTXA TV
Channel 21

“The Seed of the 
Kingdom”

What is the seed of the 
kingdom and why does 

it matter? The seed of the 
kingdom reveals the wis-
dom of God for all people 
in all places for all time. If 
we wish to be part of the 

kingdom of God, we must 
be born of this seed.

Brought to you by
The Whitney

Church of Christ
“Because We Care”

Watch each Sunday morning:

Sunday, January 15
Topics subject to change without notice

7:30 a.m. Waco, KWTX TV
Channel 44 

7:30 a.m. KTXD TV
Channel 47

8:30 a.m. KTXA TV
Channel 21

 “The Gift of 
Repentance”

There are few gifts so 
precious as the granting of 
an opportunity to change. 

God graciously offers us 
the gift of repentance so 

that we might change 
our hearts and lives; this 

allows us to be saved and 
to live with Him forever.

Brought to you by
The Whitney

Church of Christ
“Because We Care”

Sunday, January 22
Topics subject to change without notice

Watch each Sunday morning:

7:30 a.m. Waco, KWTX TV
Channel 44 

7:30 a.m. KTXD TV
Channel 47

8:30 a.m. KTXA TV
Channel 21

“Ironies of the Cross”

The Scriptures off er many 
ironies surrounding the 
cross. An irony is a state 

of aff airs or an event that 
seems deliberately con-

trary to what one expects. 
There are many surprises 

and ironies attached to the 
ministry and death of Jesus 

Christ.

1.1.23 – “Your Time”
Time passes by quickly, and we of-
ten miss opportunities to do good. 
We must wake up to the fact that 
our time on earth is not unlimited 
and use our opportunities to serve 
the living God. Let us use our time 
wisely.

1.8.23 – “The Seed of the Kingdom”
What is the seed of the kingdom 
and why does it matter? The seed of 
the kingdom reveals the wisdom of 
God for all people in all places for 
all time. If we wish to be part of the 
kingdom of God, we must be born 
of this seed.

1.15.23 – “The Gift of Repentance”
There are few gifts so precious as 
the granting of an opportunity to 
change. God graciously o� ers us 
the gift of repentance so that we 
might change our hearts and lives; 
this allows us to be saved and to 
live with Him forever.

1.22.23 – “Ironies of the Cross”
The Scriptures o� er many ironies 
surrounding the cross. An irony is 
a state of a� airs or an event that 
seems deliberately contrary to 
what one expects. There are many 
surprises and ironies attached to 
the ministry and death of Jesus 
Christ.

12-28 1-4 1-11 1-18

1.29.23 – “The Word “Must””
We like to pretend we are free to 
do as we please, but the Scriptures 
present to us restrictions and re-
quirements that contain the word 
“must.” “Must” in the Scriptures 
means something is spiritually or 
morally necessary.

1-25

Brought to you by
The Whitney

Church of Christ
“Because We Care”

Sunday, January 29
Topics subject to change without notice

Watch each Sunday morning:

7:30 a.m. Waco, KWTX TV
Channel 44 

7:30 a.m. KTXD TV
Channel 47

8:30 a.m. KTXA TV
Channel 21

“The Word “Must””

We like to pretend we are 
free to do as we please, but 

the Scriptures present to 
us restrictions and require-

ments that contain the 
word “must.” “Must” in the 
Scriptures means some-

thing is spiritually or morally 
necessary.

Evan Rogers Holt
2005-2023

Evan Rogers 
Holt, 17, of Chi-
na Spring, passed 
away Tuesday, 
January 10, 2023.  
Funeral services 
were held at 11 
a.m. Monday, Jan-
uary 16, at Lake 
S hore  Funera l 
Home Chapel. A 
private burial fol-
lowed.  

Evan Rogers Holt was born 
on April 29, 2005, to Jan and 
Ryan Holt at Hillcrest Hospital 
in Waco. Evan lived in China 
Spring but like his older broth-
er, Ryland, attended school 
in Whitney. In the top 10% of 
his class and a member of the 
National Honor Society, Evan 
excelled academically. As a 
senior at Whitney High School, 
Evan had received early admis-
sion to Stephen F. Austin State 
University in Nacogdoches to 
start in the fall. Evan decided 
his career goals included being 
an airline pilot and had been 

accepted to the 
Aviation Science 
Program at SFA.

Evan worked 
after school and 
on the weekends 
at Marco’s Pizza in 
China Spring and 
had begun saving 
for college and 
retirement at the 
same time. He was 
a member of and 

attended China Spring United 
Methodist Church and served 
on Sundays in the AVL booth 
during services.

Evan’s hobbies over the years 
included music, theater, Legos, 
knife making, axe throwing, 
voracious reading and playing 
Dungeons and Dragons online 
with players from around the 
world.

Evan deeply loved his family, 
close friends and numerous 
pets.

He is survived by: his par-
ents, Ryan and Jan Holt; broth-
er, Ryland Holt; grandparents, 
Bettye and Harold Swantzy, Rod 
and Penny Zent, Rogers and 
Misty Holt, and Jim and Laura 
Hyden; great aunts and uncle, 
Billie Hyden, Jeralyn Selman 
and Jim and Jan Venable; aunts 
and uncles, Rebekah Hyden, 
Joni and Kevin Author, Mindy 
and Thomas Stiles, Trey Holt, 
Nick and Michelle Swantzy; and 
numerous other relatives.

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to 
the Evan Holt Memorial Schol-
arship Fund by giving online 
through the funeral home's 
obituary page.

The family would like to ac-
knowledge their special thanks 
to Waco and McLennan County 
first responders.

Thoughts and memories 
may be shared at www.Lake 
ShoreFH.com.

Becky Jo Doyle
1953-2023

Becky Jo Doyle, 
69, passed away 
Monday, January 
9, 2023. A memori-
al service was held 
at 3 p.m. Saturday, 
January 14, at Mar-
shall and Marshall 
Funeral Directors 
Chapel in Whitney. 

Becky was born 
on October 31, 
1953, to Bill and 
Lola (Posey) Peacock. She 
graduated from Whitney High 
School in 1972 and later at-
tended Hill College, where she 
earned her cosmetology license. 
She worked as a local beautician 
for 25 plus years. She was Unit-
ed in marriage to Dan Doyle 
July 30, 2022. Becky loved 
traveling and new adventures. 
She had a passion for holidays. 
She enjoyed decorating and 
celebrating with family and 
friends.

She is preceded in death by 

her parents, Bill 
and Lola Peacock.

Becky is sur-
vived by: her hus-
band, Dan Doyle; 
brother, Delwin 
Peacock and wife 
Pam; daughters, 
Amber Seely and 
husband Dustin, 
Holly Prochaz-
ka  and husband 
Matthew, Connie 

Spellman and husband Glen; 
step-daughters, Crystina Beaty, 
Amber Reiter and husband 
Chris and Andrea Doyle; grand-
children, Kenzie, Mason and 
Harper Seely, Averie, Layla, 
Everett and Abel Prochazka, 
Glen and Scarlett Spellman, Tori 
Reiter and Emma Beaty.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests donations be made to 
St. Jude Children's Hospital.

Condolences may be made at 
www.marshallandmarshallfd.
com.

William (Bill) Gayle McGinnis
1945-2023

William (Bill) 
Gayle McGinnis, 
age 77 of Clifton, 
passed away Sun-
day, January 8, 
2023, at his res-
idence. A funeral 
service was held 
at 10 a.m. Sat-
urday,  January 
14, 2023, at First 
Baptist Church 
in Whitney with 
Pastor Jay Morris officiating. 
Burial followed at Mt. Olive 
Cemetery in Scurry. 

Bill was born July 20, 1945, 
in Gorman to Gayle and Hazel 
(Ware) McGinnis. He was 
born the son of a peanut farm-
er, working on the farm until 
he graduated college. Bill was 
a good and faithful son always 
trying to please his parents. 
In his earlier years, God gave 
him two wonderful children, 
whom he loved very much. 
Bill was united in marriage on 
November 26, 1977, to Linda 
McGinnis, and he became the 
father figure to my three chil-
dren. He was a good father to 
all five of the children.

Bill spent many years work-
ing for electric cooperatives, 
retiring from his last coopera-
tive, CoServ. Electric, in June 
2003, as general manager and 
CEO. His employees found 
him a good and understand-
ing boss whom they revered. 
He was an excellent general 
manager. Bill loved the Lord 
and was a faithful servant to 
Him. He loved me as his wife 
and always wanted me nearby. 
Through the years we were 
hardly ever separated, and we 
grew closer and closer with 
each passing year. He was a 
kind, gentle husband, always 
attempting to put me first 
before the thought of himself.

On January 8, 2023, he went 
home to be with his Lord and 
Savior. His race was run, and 
I believe he heard Jesus say 
well done my good and faith-
ful servant. He planted the 

seeds of love for 
those that knew 
him. Bill will be 
missed so much.

H e  i s  p r e -
ceded in death 
by his parents, 
Gayle and Hazel 
McGinnis,  and 
brother,  Bruce 
McGinnis.

Bill is survived 
by: his wife, Lin-

da McGinnis; children, David 
McGinnis and wife Laurie, 
Christie (McGinnis) Griz-
zle, Royce Owen and wife 
Lisa, Debbie Caughran, and 
Shawn Powell; brother, Bob 
McGinnis and wife Carrie; 
niece, Lacy Kastler; and two 
nephews, Jeff and John Mc-
Ginnis: grandchildren, Will 
McGinnis and wife Megan, 
Annie (McGinnis) Watson 
and husband Kenny, Camryn 
Stewart, Misty (Owen) Patty 
and husband Greg, Justin 
Owen and wife Kristen, Josh-
ua Caughran, Jacob Caughran, 
Clay Powell, Jack Powell, and 
Garrett Powell; great-grand-
children; Harper McGinnis, 
Caleb Scott, Conner Patty, 
Colton Patty, Zane Owen, and 
Addison Owen.

Condolences may be made 
online at www.marshalland 
marshallfd.com.

Four Seasons
Bridge Club

 The Four Seasons Bridge 
winners for Thursday, January 
12, were as follows: first - Linda 
Snyder; second - Ron Hillier; 
third - Gayla Coleman; penny pot 
- Anne Fox.
 If you would like to join the 
group for party bridge, call or 
text 972-816-7772. They play at 
noon on the second and fourth 
Thursday of each month at the 
Lone Star Room in White Bluff.
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of the assessment, weekly door 
sweeps, no corrective action was 
needed because the district was 
able to prove that the doors were 
checked weekly.
 Laura Hunt, director of cur-
riculum and instruction, gave a 
presentation on the benchmark 
and interim STAAR data. Both 
benchmarks and interim STAAR 
tests are forms of practice tests 
given to prepare students for their 
standardized tests at the end of 
the year. Both tests were online 
this year.
 Benchmarks are district-creat-
ed assessments that ask questions 
from DMAC’s assessment bank 
of items that originated from the 
curriculum, released STAAR test 
questions, and district-created 
items, including question types 
that will be new to STAAR this 
year. Benchmarks include only 
skills that students have learned 
in the first semester. 
 On the fifth grade science 
benchmark, 74% of students 
hit at least approaches (passing 
standard), which represents a 
significantly higher percentage 
of students reaching the passing 

been doing.” 
 Raley McCurdy, freshman at 
Aquilla ISD, also appreciates the 
supportive environment of the 
Hill County Fair, and her favorite 
aspect of FFA is making friends 
with a group of people who always 
stick together and have each oth-
er’s backs. 
 McCurdy registered one breed-
ing gilt and two market barrows 
to show at the Hill County Fair. 
She also entered photos and crafts 
into the creative arts competition, 
and she was set to compete for 
Hill County Fair queen Saturday, 
January 14.
 McCurdy has been showing for 
seven years, and she has a passion 
for animals. She forms a special 
bond with the pigs she shows, 
naming every pig that comes 
into her barn based on their 
personality traits. She also has 
a miniature Australian shepherd 
named Dutton, who likes to hang 
out in the barn with McCurdy and 
her animals.
 Dutton is the subject of one of 
McCurdy’s photos that she is sub-
mitting for the fair.  She has been 

snapping shots of sunsets, pets, 
family and friends throughout the 
year. McCurdy is submitting one 
photo in each of the four catego-
ries: still life, animal(s), nature/
scene/landscape and people. The 
Hill County Fair gives McCurdy, 
who is considering becoming a 
cosmetologist or a photographer 
one day, a chance to embrace her 
creative side. 
 McCurdy was selected by the 
Aquilla ISD administration to 
represent the Aquilla FFA chapter 
as a Hill County Fair queen nom-
inee. She said that the individual 
question portion of the queen 
competition was going to be the 
most nerve-racking for her. 
 She prepared for the public 
speaking by getting some advice 
from an experienced pageant 
contestant.  McCurdy said, “My 
ag teacher has a friend who has 
done pageants, so she brought her 
to school, and we sat down with 
her, and she asked us questions 
and everything.” 
 Tracen Harrison, eighth grader 
at Aquilla ISD, will show pigs at 
the Hill County Fair. He started 

showing animals in the third 
grade, and he enjoys learning new 
things every time he shows. He 
said that he feels confident in the 
set of pigs he is showing this year. 
Tracen said, “I’m excited right 
now, but I will get nervous the 
day of. I always do. Once you get 
there, you see what is there and 
what your competition is going 
to be.”
 Tracen and his family will take 
his animals to show at multiple 
larger stock shows in places like 
San Antonio and San Angelo, but 
for Tracen, the Hill County Fair 
is the most highly anticipated 
show of the year. Tracen said, 
“This is my main show we plan 
for. It leaves a lot of weight on 
my shoulders until that day. It 
gets really exciting really quickly 
when you get there.” 
 He knows many of his fellow 
competitors and the hard work 
that they put into showing their 
animals. Tracen said, “I get up 
there and wonder if I’ve put in 
enough work to be just as good 
or better as the people I see up 
there.”

Town Hall Estates Whitney
Long Term Care & Rehabilitation 

is taking applications for:

101 San Marcus St. • Whitney, TX
254-694-2233

“Where Love Makes The Difference”
EEOC

LVN/RN
10 P.M. - 6 A.M.

CNA
Housekeeping

 LVN/RN   Part Time

LOOKING FOR INSTRUCTORS TO TEACH THEIR ART.
ALL MEDIUMS CONSIDERED.

Located at RIVERPLACE ART STUDIO
 in Laguna Park @ Whitney Dam.

CALL JEANNE 254-622-8364CALL JEANNE 254-622-8364

SHARE YOUR TALENTSHARE YOUR TALENT
RIVERPLACE ART STUDIO
4CI
$28 PER WEEK

12 ci Combo
$129.60
Run TFN

All Types Roofing 
 • Room Additions

Interior & Exterior Paint 
Siding & Gutters • Windows

We install Mueller Metal Roofs
FREE ESTIMATES

(888)726-4322 • (254)399-9061

Inc.

"We will meet or beat 
ANY competitor’s written estimate"

Application for renewal has been made for a 
Private Club Registration permit for the 

Little Young Boot Scootin’ Country located at 
207 W. 4th Street 

Blum, Hill County, TX

Robbi Denise Steele, President
Paula Lynn Rowlett, Secretary

Said application has been made to the
 Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission in 

accordance with the provisions of the 
Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code.

LL- 6ci
01-18-23
01-25-23
Pd. $84 CC

FAIR continued from page 1

 Tracen described the amount of 
time and dedication he puts into 
preparing for the fair by sharing 
his schedule. He said, “I get off 
of school at 3:30, and I’m at the 
barn from 3:30 until dark every 
single day. On the weekends, we 
clean out the entire barn, so that 
takes a whole day at least.” He 
even stays in the barn late at night 
sometimes, and he also spends 30 
minutes checking on his animals 
each morning before school. 
 Tracen is an FFA ambassador, 
and he believes he has learned 
a lot in FFA that he will be able 
to use in the future, including 
communication skills and respon-
sibility. He said, “Speaking in 
crowds, I used to be really nervous 
whenever I was younger, and now 
I can do it without a problem.”
 He expressed appreciation 
to the buyers who allow him to 
continue to show and do what 
he loves. He also thanked Laci 
Keel, the Aquilla FFA director,  
for always going the extra mile 
when helping her students.
 Tracen’s mom, Tamara Harri-
son, said Keel’s family has been 

instrumental in preparing her 
children for showing their ani-
mals. She said, “They’ve been 
very, very helpful, and we are 
extremely blessed to have them 
at Aquilla, as the leaders of our 
show team.”
 Showing animals runs in the 
Harrison family. Tracen’s mother 
and her two siblings showed 
animals, and so does Tracen’s 
younger sister Brexley.
  Brexley Harrison, fourth grad-
er at Aquilla ISD, will be showing 
a pig at the Hill County Fair. This 
is her second year competing, and 
she is looking forward to getting 
back in the ring. 
 Brexley said, “Just seeing how 
much fun my brother has, I just 
really wanted to try it, and I 
turned out to be good. We went 
to a show in Buffalo, and I won 
grand champion overall in my 
showmanship.”
 Tracen and Brexley’s mom 
said she is so proud of them for 
showing dedication to their ani-
mals while also keeping up with 
their school work. She said that 
they set their own alarm clocks 

to go check on their animals every 
morning.  
 Tamara said,  “Everyone has 
their own feeding plan. They 
have to follow it. Just about 
every week, the feeding plan 
changes. They have to let me 
know what they’re needing, and 
I go get it, but it’s pretty much 
all of their responsibility.” Tracen 
and Brexley are in charge of their 
animals’ feeding, bath, skin and 
hair procedures.
 Tamara said, “We have a better 
set of pigs going into this year’s 
county than we had before, and 
we’ve done a lot of jackpots this 
season, starting from the time 
we got them in September. We 
slowed down a bit in December, 
to give the pigs a chance to rest 
and keep them well. Each of the 
kids gained a buckle this season… 
It has been fun. They’ve had a 
rewarding season so far, and 
we’re hoping that the county will 
be even more rewarding for them 
this year.”
 See the accompanying sched-
ule on page 2 for more details 
about this year’s fair. 

WISD continued from page 1

standard on the science bench-
mark than last year’s fifth grade 
class. “That is including the new 
item types. We were all a little bit 
scared of those new item types, 
but the rigor didn’t go down in 
any way, so those results are 
encouraging.”
 Interim STAAR tests use the 
same online platform as STAAR 
tests. The interim tests cover the 
entire curriculum for the year, and 
the results represent the prob-
ability of how students will do 
on STAAR. Hunt presented the 
comparison between the school 
district’s test results and Region 
12’s interim test results.
 In summary, Hunt concluded 
that in most cases, the district is 
predicted to perform as well or 
better than the region on STAAR 
2023. She continued, “There are 
areas of growth throughout that 
we need to focus on. Third is one 
that stands out. We know that we 
are working on that, particularly 
with math.” 
 Since this is Whitney’s first 
year to take this specific type of 
test, the district is still learning 
how to interpret the interim 

STAAR data, as the results the 
students received were not their 
score but the probability of how 
likely they are to score at the “did 
not meet, approaches, meets and 
masters” level on the STAAR test. 
A Zoom meeting was planned 
with Region 12, to explain to 
Whitney administrators what to 
make of the interim STAAR data 
and how to apply that knowledge 
in the classroom.
 Josh Nowlin, band director, 
asked the board for approval 
of a 2023 senior band trip to 
Colorado. Nowlin said that the 
facility that the students will be 
staying in is similar to a summer 
camp that operates year-round. 
It holds retreats for youth, adults 
and big businesses. He assured 
the board that the seniors will be 
well-supervised.
 Nowlin said, “It won’t cost 
Whitney ISD any money. It won’t 
cost you transportation. It won’t 
cost any instructional time be-
cause it all happens during spring 
break.” The kids will be paying 
for their trip, through fundraising 
and a small amount of tuition, 
according to Nowlin. Currently 

nine students are signed up to 
go on the spring break trip. The 
board approved the 2023 band 
trip to Colorado.
 The superintendent reviewed 
the Whitney ISD Return to In 
Person Instruction and Continui-
ty of Service Plan and stated that 
no changes have been made to the 
plan since August. 
 McCullough said, “This is 
working like we hoped it would. A 
little bit of data on the fall semes-
ter, we only had 88 student cases 
the entire semester, with the last 
case being reported in November. 
Our district attendance for the 
fall semester was 94.0%, which 
is considerably better than it was 
this time last year.”
 Assistant Superintendent Mel-
ody Haley explained how the El-
ementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief (ESSER) II and 
III Funding Plan is being carried 
out. She said that the majority of 
ESSER II funds are being dedicat-
ed to payroll and supplies. 
 ESSER II was authorized in 
the Coronavirus Response and 
Relief Supplemental Appropri-
ations (CRRSA) in December 
2020, and Haley believes that 
the district will be able to make 
ESSER II funds last for one more 
year before they are all spent.
 The original ESSER III amount 
that WISD received totaled more 
than $2.5 million and has been 
allocated to payroll, services for 
staff development, supplies, in-
cluding $1 million that was spent 
on technology. The district has 
$288,000 leftover in the ESSER 
III fund balance. 
 ESSER II was authorized in the 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARP) 
and signed into law in March 
2021. The period of availability 
extends to September 30, 2024 
(with carryover).
 During administrator reports, 
Vicki Reeves, intermediate school 
vice principal, said that the inter-
mediate school’s “process cham-
pions,” which are the leaders 
of the Capturing Kids’ Hearts 
program, recently put on a staff 
development workshop for the 
campus. She also thanked PTO 
members for their support since 
they provided snacks for their 
staff development workshop. The 
intermediate school teachers have 
been analyzing interim STAAR 
data, and Reeves said that she 
has been personally working with 
the third grade classes in hopes 
that she sees an improvement in 
testing results during the next 
round of testing.
 Middle School Principal Kend-
ra Hensley said her campus also 
did a restart on the Capturing 
Kids’ Hearts program and has 
been determining how to use the 
results from the STAAR interim 
tests to figure out what areas 
students need to grow in.
 High School Principal Amy 
Leech wished the cheerleaders 
good luck at their competition, 
which was scheduled for Thurs-
day, January 12, at the Fort Worth 
Convention Center. Leech said, 
“Spring season is crazy busy. At 
the high school, we’ve got our drill 
team and guard competition sea-
son. FFA is getting started with all 
of their ag shows. We’ve got Hill 
County Fair coming up.” 
 Nominated for WISD’s staff 
member of the month for the 
month of January is Lauren Girsh, 
an eighth grade reading language 
arts teacher. In her nomination 

statement, Hensley stated that 
Girsh joined the team last year  
and quickly established herself as 
a mentor to other teachers in her 
grade level and content teams. 
 Hensley wrote, “Mrs. Girsh 
has continued to be a leader 
for our students and staff, serv-
ing as reading language arts 
content leader this year. She 
is a team player. She serves on 
our campus, site-based decision 
making committee as well as our 
principal leadership team. She 
embraces the Capturing Kids’ 
hearts program and serves as a 
process champion… Her classes 
are operated through the CKH 
(Capturing Kids’ Hearts) lens, 
building mutual relationships and 
respect, although she holds high 
expectations for students and 
those she cares about. Mrs. Girsh 
is passionate about preparing 

students for high school, using 
her background as a high school 
teacher to guide and direct them. 
This passion is also evident in 
the STAAR scores her students 
achieve and the growth they 
attain.”
 The superintendent announced 
that Gena Arnold has retired.
 After closed session, the board 
voted to extend McCullough’s 
contract another year.
 Since January marks school 
board appreciation month, the 
superintendent presented each 
board member with a certificate 
at the meeting, and the board 
members also received gifts such 
as cards, gift cards, frames, post-
ers and bracelets, from each of the 
Whitney campuses.
 The Board of Trustees will 
hold its next meeting Monday, 
February 13.
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Several Production Jobs Available

Apply in person at 
TOP NOTCH PERSONNEL

101 West Elm, Hillsboro,TX 76645 • hillsboro@topnotchpersonnel.com

Now Hiring
CNC Operators, Night Production Workers, 

Experienced Concrete Workers, Experienced 
Industrial Maintenance. Other Jobs Available Too!

JOIN US THIS SUNDAY

SUNDAY SCHOOL AT 9:30AM
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP AT 10:50AM

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES AT 6:00PM

PROCLAIMING GOD'S TRUTH, IN LOVE, 
TO EVERY GENERATION

For more information about the church, visit 
www.fbcwhitney.org or call the church office

We hope to see you soon!

209 N. San Marcos • Whitney • 254.694.2555

Good luck 
at the 

county fair!

Whitney City Hall damaged in crash
Whitney Fire Rescue, Whitney Police Department and other agencies responded to Whitney City Hall at 5:21 
p.m. Thursday, January 12, after a report of a vehicle crashing into the building at a high rate of speed. 
The driver was transported to a nearby hospital for treatment of her injuries. The city secretary’s off ice 
sustained heavy damage in the crash, and Mayor Jerry Barker said that city hall closed Friday for cleanup 
and structural assessment.

City Council City Council 
to meet this to meet this 
ThursdayThursday

The Whitney City Council 
will meet in a regular session 
Thursday, January 19, at 6 
p.m.

The council will consider 
a resolution authorizing par-
ticipation in the Texas Smart-
Buy Membership Program of 
the comptroller's office.

An interlocal agreement 
with Hill County Emergency 
Services District (ESD) 1 is 
also on the agenda.

The council will hear 
monthly reports from depart-
ment heads and officials.

The meeting will be held at 
the City of Whitney Annex, 
located at 106 North Colora-
do Street in Whitney.

are currently held by Jessica Utter 
and Eric Welch. Filing will be at 
Covington City Hall, located at 
402 Gathings Drive in Covington.
 Covington ISD will have two 
three-year school board positions 
available. One is currently held 
by Georgia Whittington, and the 
other is open due to a resignation. 
Filing will be at Covington ISD, 
501 North Main Street in Cov-
ington, from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.
 The last day to file is Friday, 
February 17.

up, and it was just one of the 
things that happens in your life 
that was God directed,” he said.
 Holcomb said he’s coming in 
to the position ready to hear what 
the people of Precinct 1 have to 
say.  While he knows those con-
versations are not always  pleasant 
when residents are frustrated with 
the pace of projects, he says that 
he still wants to listen to and talk 
to constituents. “I’m not going 
to run from that,” he said. “I’m 
going to try to answer (their 
questions).”
 Holcomb and his wife, Karen, 
have five adult children: twins 
Lauren and Amber and Johnny, 
Jacob and Kara.
 His office is located at the Pre-
cinct 1 annex in Huron, between 
Whitney and Blum.

FILING
continued from page 1

PRECINCT 1
continued from page 1

Hillsboro man indicted Hillsboro man indicted 
for November murderfor November murder
 A Hillsboro man was indicted 
for murder when a Hill County 
Grand Jury convened Friday, 
January 6.
 Akeno Delajuan Rolla, 37, was 
initially arrested November 26 
after reportedly assaulting his 
stepfather, 69-year-old Leroy 
Bell, at his Hillsboro home. Bell 
was hospitalized after the attack 
and later died from his injuries.
 Prior to Bell’s death, Rolla had 
been charged with injury to the 
elderly and serious bodily injury.
 Other indictments included:
 Blake Taylor Allen, 31, of 
Clifton, assault of a family or 
household member with previ-
ous conviction; tampering or 
fabricating physical evidence 
with intent to impair
 Lizbeth Ballesteros, 22, of 
Dallas, bail jumping and failure 
to appear
 Francisco Becerra, 28, of 
Springtown, possession of mar-
ijuana between four ounces and 
five pounds
 Carol Ann Burdett, 61, of 
Mount Calm, possession of 
methamphetamine under one 
gram
 Kaleb Crosby, 24, of Hillsboro, 
possession of methamphetamine 
under one gram
 Darwin Dewayne Davis, 37, 
of Waco, possession of metham-
phetamine between four and 200 
grams with intent to deliver
 Timothy Justin Ford, 36, of 
Haltom City, bail jumping and 
failure to appear
 James John Fortune, 36, 
of Hillsboro, possession of 
adderall under one gram
 Vivian Gail Griffin, 21, of 
Marlin, possession of marijua-
na between four ounces and 
five pounds
 Chandler Louis Hawhee, 
24, of Dublin, possession of 
methamphetamine under one 
gram
 Derrick Lashun Hicks, 35, of 
Texas, theft under $2,500 with 

two or more previous convic-
tions
 Justin James Honey, 39, of 
Gatesville, bail jumping and 
failure to appear
 Lee Edward McClendon II, 
33, of Riesel, unauthorized use 
of a motor vehicle; possession of 
cocaine between one four grams
 Jakob Jon Lee Manuel, 24, of 
McKinney, unauthorized use of 
a motor vehicle
 Mark Anthony Martin, 56, 
of Valley Mills, possession of 
psilocybin under one gram
 Jason James Payne, 42, of 
Whitney, possession of Lysergic 
acid diethylamide between 80 
and 4,000 abuse units
 Jose Ramirez-Martinez, 34, 
of Fort Worth, driving while 
intoxicated with a child under 
15 years of age
 Murphy Leon Sherrin, 41, 
of Milford, theft of property 
between $2,500 and $30,000
 Riley Nichole Chelsea Ward, 
22, of Hubbard, unlawful pos-
session of a firearm by a fel-
on; tampering or fabricating 
physical evidence with intent 
to impair; possession of meth-
amphetamine between four and 
200 grams with intent to deliver
 Justin Paul York, 41, of Clif-
ton, bail jumping and failure to 
appear
 The cases were presented 
to the grand jury by District 
Attorney Mark Pratt. District 
Judge Lee Harris presides over 
the 66th Judicial District Court.

  

 

Sales tax allocations up Sales tax allocations up 
in January for city, countyin January for city, county
 Sales tax allocations re -
mained above last year's num-
bers in Whitney and Hill and 
Bosque counties when Texas 
Comptroller Glenn Hegar 
released data for January last 
week.
 Sales tax revenue for the 
City of Whitney was up 10%, 
for a total of $74,448. Hill 
County's January payment 
came to $357,397, up 35% 
from the same time last year.
 Bosque County's January 
rebate was $75,817, up 23%.
 Allocations and changes 
for other Hill County cities 
were: Abbott - $10,752, up 
7%; Aquilla - $1,931, up 15%; 
Blum - $2,652, down 24%; 
Bynum - $1,078, up 2%; Carl's 
Corner -  $6,082, up 59%; 

Covington - $5,913, down 
49%; Hillsboro - $480,562, 
up 45%; Hubbard - $21,858, 
up 39%; Itasca - $26,437, up 
34%; Malone - $1,806, down 
12%; Mertens - $573, down 
5%; Mount Calm - $4,675, up 
25%; Penelope - $761, up 12%; 
Whitney - $74,448, up 10%. 
 Allocations and changes for 
Bosque County cities were: 
Clifton - $87,800, up 6%; 
Cranfills Gap - $3,484, up 
12%; Iredell - $2,520, down 
3%; Meridian - $20,653, up 
12%; Morgan - $3,852, up 8%; 
Valley Mills - $12,403, up 1%; 
Walnut Springs - $4,592, down 
26%. 
 Hegar announced that he 
will send cities, counties, 
transit systems and special 
purpose districts $1.07 billion 
in local sales tax allocations 
for January, 7.6 percent more 
than in January 2022.
 These allocations are based 
on sales made in November 
by businesses that report tax 
monthly.


