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Church of Christ
Downtown Whitney • 694-2311

Some come to church to 
answer a calling.
Some come to avoid one.
Sometimes, unplugging your phone lets you
plug into something far better. Try the peace
that comes from worshiping Jesus Christ.

Next to David’s SupermarketNext to David’s Supermarket

AFFORDABLEAFFORDABLE
SELF-STORAGESELF-STORAGE

254-655-6332254-655-6332
www.StorageInWhitney.com

CHECK OUT OUR SPECIALS AT

Lake Watch

The Lakelander is 
now online at
lakelander.com

Lakeline

Know Your Know Your 
NeighborNeighbor

John McCullough has been 
the superintendent of Whitney 
ISD since May 2019, and he 
loves working with students to 
help them 
find their 
p a s s i o n s 
and devel-
op  the i r 
plans for 
a success-
ful future. 
John, who 
is on the 
Lake Whit-
ney Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors, has lived 
in Whitney for four years, and 
he appreciates the small-town 
atmosphere in Whitney where 
everyone is friendly and helps 
each other.  He also enjoys all of 
the outdoor activities that are 
available in the Whitney area. 
When he is not at work, John 
hunts, fishes and spends time 
with his family. He has been 
married to his wife Christie 
for 31 years. The couple has a 
son, Drew, a daughter-in-law, 
Brooklyn, a daughter, Meagan, 
and a son-in-law, John. The 
McCulloughs also have one 
granddaughter, Marleigh Jo 
McSheffery. 

Lake Level
on January 29

526.22'
Normal Elevation 533.00’

Lake Watch is provided by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

on Lake Whitney

MHMC to host MHMC to host 
free clinic Sat.free clinic Sat.

Mission Hillsboro Medi-
cal Clinic, located at 120 E. 
Franklin Street in Hillsboro, 
will be open Saturday, Feb-
ruary 4, for its first Saturday 
clinic. Registration begins at 6 
a.m. Residents of Hill County 
without medical insurance are 
eligible to be seen on a first-
come, first-served basis with 
proof of address. Leave a mes-
sage at 254-479-1489 for more 
information.

Siren testing Siren testing 
planned in townplanned in town
 The Whitney Volunteer Fire 
Department has announced 
that it will begin testing the out-
door warning siren in town on 
the first Monday of each month 
at noon. The next scheduled 
test will be Monday, Febru-
ary 6. In the event of stormy 
weather on the regular test day, 
the department will test the 
siren on the next fair weather 
weekday. Other than testing, 

Birthdays
 Happy birthday to Mary 
Mullins on February 2 and 
Freddie Wehmeyer on Feb-
ruary 3. Love, Our Savior 
Lutheran Church

Anniversaries
 Happy anniversary to 
Dean and Elizabeth Stovall 
on February 5. Love, Our 
Savior Lutheran Church

see LAKELINE on back

Hill County Fair Grand Champion

Keeli Peters of Whitney FFA showed the grand champion market steer at the Hill County Fair. The steer brought $15,100 during Saturday's 
market auction from the following buyers: Citizens State Bank, Rocking W Energy Services, Watt Wealth Management, First National Bank 
of Central Texas, Cielo Energy Consulting, Rafael Hernandez III, KLM Oil and Gas, St. Peter Metal Works,  Salt & Light Church, Ronnie Eason 
Consulting, ICE Construction, Dap Consulting, WMD Consulting, Scott Estill, Poore Family Feed, Hill County Farm Bureau, Rockin R Cattle and 
Hilco United. Pictured (l to r) are: Diana Peters, Brad Coffelt, Brock Wallace, Jim Cato, Johnathon Peters, Keeli Peters and Caitlin Poore. More 
fair results will be featured in upcoming issues of The Lakelander. Photo courtesy of lainieslivestock.com

Commissioners approve project Commissioners approve project 
to improve local radio coverageto improve local radio coverage

Unemployment Unemployment 
data released data released 
for Decemberfor December
  The Hill County unemploy-
ment rate was reported at 4.2% 
in December, according to data 
released by the Texas Workforce 
Commission (TWC) last week.
 That is down slightly from 
the November rate of 4.3% and 
up from the rate a year earlier, 
when the December 2021 rate 
was reported at 3.9%.
 The latest numbers show that 
there were 730 unemployed 
individuals in the county in 
December out of a total civilian 
labor force of 17,348.
 The Bosque County unem-
ployment rate was 3.2% in 
December,  down slightly from 
3.3% in November and the 
3.5% rate in December 2021. 
There were 274 unemployed 
individuals in Bosque County 
in December out of a total labor 
force of 8,513.
 In December, Texas added 
29,500 positions, reaching a 
total of 13,705,500 nonfarm 
jobs in the state. TWC reported 
that December marked the 14th 
consecutive record employment 
high in Texas, after the state 
first surpassed the pre-COVID 
level in November 2021. 
 The Texas seasonally ad-
justed unemployment rate 
declined for the first time 
in three months to 3.9% in 
December, logging the first 
month the rate fell below 4.0% 
since February 2020.
 “Each month of  record 
employment in Texas cre -
ates more opportunities for 
success for our workforce 
and employers alike,” said 
TWC Chairman Bryan Dan-
iel. “TWC is committed to 
providing the resources and 
programs needed to sustain 

State broadband map shows State broadband map shows 
many areas are underservedmany areas are underserved

 Hill County commissioners 
approved a proposal to improve 
public safety communications in 
the northwestern portion of the 
county during a meeting held 
Tuesday, January 24.
 Radio Administrator Chris 
Jackson told the court that  
there is still a problem with 
radio coverage in the Blum area 
with the county's new 800 MHz 
radio system. Jackson said that 
the deficiency greatly impacts 
portable radio coverage and 
moderately impacts mobile, in-
car coverage.
 Jackson said that all efforts to 
fix the issue without additional 

expense have been exhausted, 
and he presented two options 
to the court. The first and pre-
ferred method would involve 
adding a third tower site that 
would increase coverage for 
the northern and northwestern 
portion of the county. The 
second method would involve 
replacing the handheld radios 
used by the sheriff's office with 
new radios with added WiFi and 
LTE coverage. 
 Jackson said that the tower 
proposal is a permanent fix for 
the future, while the alternate 
radios would likely be a shorter 
term solution. County Judge 

Justin Lewis also pointed out 
that there is no single cell phone 
carrier that works throughout 
the county, and that solution 
would put the county at the 
carrier's mercy.
 The tower proposal would 
drastically reduce sporadic 
radio dead zones for over 600 
square miles, according to 
Jackson's information. 
 He reported that Emergency 
Management has been research-
ing towers in the area and locat-
ed an Oncor tower that would 
provide the coverage necessary. 
Oncor has provided verbal per-
mission for the county to place 

its equipment on the tower. 
 The expected cost of placing 
L3 Harris radio infrastructure 
on the Oncor tower is around 
$240,000. The new radio option 
would be about $123,000, with 
additional costs expected in the 
future.
 Lewis said that he would not 
have been able to recommend 
action if a funding option was 
not available, but the county 
will be receiving an additional 
$250,000 grant under the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan, with half to 
be received this year and half 
next year. "As a matter of public 

Best-selling Best-selling 
author to speak author to speak 
in Whitneyin Whitney
 Damon West, inspirational 
speaker and philanthropist, will 
speak at an event open to the 
public Sunday, February 5, at 
Open Range Cowboy Church in 
Whitney. The Whitney Fellow-
ship Worship Band will perform 
from 5:30 p.m. to 6 p.m., and 
West will speak at 6 p.m. Orga-
nizers encourage community 
members to attend.
 West, who is a college pro-
fessor with a Master's degree 
in Criminal Justice, is the Wall 
Street Journal best-selling au-
thor of "The Coffee Bean: A 
simple Lesson to Create Posi-
tive Change." 
 West wrote his autobiog-
raphy titled, "The Change 
Agent: How A Former Col-
lege QB Sentenced To Life 
In Prison Transformed His 
World," to share his story on 
how he transformed "the pot 
of boiling water that is a Texas 
maximum-security prison into 
a pot of coffee."
 Growing up, West came from 
a great family, and he was a tal-
ented athlete. However, under-
neath the surface, he says that 
he was recovering from being 
sexually abused by his babysit-
ter at the age of nine, and he 
began putting chemicals in his 
body to cope with his feelings.
 West became a Division 1 
starting quarterback at the Uni-
versity of North Texas, where 
he suffered a career-ending 

Barker recognized by HOTEDD
Whitney Mayor Jerry Barker received an Outstanding Leadership 
Chair Award for 2022 from the Heart of Texas Economic Development 
District (HOTEDD) Thursday, January 26. Barker was appointed to 
the HOTEDD board in October 2004 and is the only director to serve 
as chairman of the board twice, in 2015 and 2022. He was appointed 
for another two-year term to serve as a director of the board. Igna-
cio Vazquez of Oncor, the incoming chairman, made the presentation 
following the Heart of Texas Council of Governments luncheon and 
business meeting last week. Pictured (l to r) are Barker and Vazquez.

 Texas Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar has announced the re-
lease of the Texas Broadband 
Development Map, which uses 
data collected from internet 
service providers (ISPs) to 
show the availability of various 
types of high-speed internet 
access across Texas. The data 
will help allocate federal fund-
ing to establish high-speed 
internet in underserved areas.
 Locally, the map shows that 
many areas in Hill County, and 
even more in Bosque County, 
do not have adequate broad-
band access.
 The map lists 8,446 loca-
tions in Hill County and 1,632 
in Bosque County as "served," 
which the map defines as 
"locations where maxspeed is 
greater than or equal to 100 
megabits per second (Mbps) 
for downloads and 20 Mbps for 
uploads.
 It lists 6,447 locations in Hill 
County and 5,664 in Bosque 
County as "underserved," 
meaning that maxspeed is 
between 25 and 100 Mbps for 
downloads and between three 
and 20 Mbps for uploads.
 Just over 2% of Hill County 
and less than 1% of Bosque 
County are listed as "un-
served," which the map de-

fines as a location where max-
speed is less than 25 Mbps for 
downloads and three Mbps for 
uploads.
 Locations on the map refer 
to residences, buildings or, in 
some cases, groups of these 
structures.
 A note on the map states 
that Legacy ISP, LLC is pro-
posing a fiber-to-the-premises 
project to deliver broadband 
serv ices  to  communit ies 
lacking sufficient access to 
broadband in Hill, Ellis and 
Limestone counties.
 The Texas map is an inter-
active tool that identifies areas 
of the state that are eligible 
for funding broadband expan-
sion projects as defined by 
state law. State law defines a 
designated area as eligible for 
funding if less than 80 percent 
of serviceable locations have 
access to internet at speeds 
of 25 Mbps downstream and 
three Mbps upstream.
 Hegar said that the process 
for creating the map follows 
the process used by the Fed-
eral Communications Com-
mission (FCC) to create the 
national broadband map and 
meets the statutory guidelines 
established in House Bill 5 

see MAP on page 2

see COURT on back

see AUTHOR on page 2

see RATES on back
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Looking BackLooking Back
Excerpts from the Whitney Messenger archives

301 W. Elm St., Hillsboro • 254-582-5000

CORNERSTONE 
FUNERAL HOME
“A Tradition Of Caring”

Combining dignity with Affordability LL - 24ci/color
02-01-23
$208

Clifton:
410 W. 5th St.  • 254-675-8092 

Two offices to serve you better!
Whitney:

100 E. Jefferson  • 254-694-5374 

CR 1539 - Morgan * Almost 1 Acre in the Canyons  ................................................... $29,900
8020  Nairn Court- Cleburne * .720 Acres  ............................................................... $49,000
CR 1537 - Morgan * Approx 1.8 Acres in Cedar Shores  ............................................. $69,900
184 PR 1212 – Kopperl * 4.3  acres ........................................................REDUCED$120,000
5206 FM 933  - Whitney * 5 Acres  ...................................................... . PENDING $125,000
Hwy. 31 -  Hubbard * Tract #10, 11 acres  ................................................................$130,900
Hwy. 31 -  Hubbard * Tract #20, 10.1 acres ..............................................................$131,000
Hwy. 31 -  Hubbard * Tract #19, 10.2 acres ..............................................................$132,000
Hwy. 31 -  Hubbard * Tract #18, 10.1 acres  .............................................................$136,000
Hwy. 31 - Hubbard * Tract #16, 10.1 acres  ..............................................................$139,000
Hwy. 31 - N Hubbard * Tract #8, 11.03 acres ...........................................................$144,996
St. Hwy 31 N.– Hubbard * 12 Acres, Tract 1 ...........................................................$142,800 
St. Hwy, 31 N. Hubbard* 10.1 Acres, Tract 13 .........................................................$146,450
 Hwy 31 N.– Hubbard * 13.85 Acres, Tract 4 ..........................................REDUCED$146,496
Hwy. 31 - N Hubbard * Tract #12, 13.5 acres .........................................REDUCED $148,750
CR 2027 –  Glen Rose * 3.01 Acre  ............................................................................$149,000
Hwy. 31 - Hubbard * Tract #17, 10.88 acres ............................................................$149,000
Hwy. 31 - N Hubbard * Tract #9, 10.6 acres  ............................................................$153,700
247 CR 2128- Whitney * 5 acres ............................................................REDUCED $155,000
Hwy. 31 - N Hubbard * Tract #11, 10.71 acres  ........................................................$155,295
St. Hwy 31 N.– Hubbard * 12 Acres, Tract 5 ...........................................................$159,750
Hwy. 31 - N Hubbard * Tract #14, 13.2 acres ...........................................................$165,000
176 PR 1381- Morgan* 10 Acres .............................................................................$179,900
CR 4175 - Cranfills Gap * 12 acres ...........................................................PENDING$180,000
St. Hwy 31 N.– Hubbard * 15 Acres, Tract 6 ...........................................................$184,450
FM 1238  Iredell * 9.823 Acres .................................................................................$188,800
Hwy. 31 - N Hubbard * Tract #7, 14.3 acres .............................................................$193,050
CR2560 - Walnut Springs* 10 acres .........................................................................$199,000
5680 FM 933- Whitney* 12 Acres, Tract 2 ...............................................................$210,000
1008 HCR 1248 - Whitney * 21.02 Acre Tract .......................................REDUCED $226,000
182 Creekview Dr.  – Blum * 30 Acres ..................................................................  $330,110
HCR 1439 - Covington * 23 acres ...........................................................REDUCED $414,000
Hwy. 22 - Whitney * 76.73 acres .............................................................................$749,000
FM 2114  - Clifton *52.394  acres .............................................................................$750,000
FM 933 Whitney * 49.94 Acres .................................................................................$996,303
Hwy. 22 - Hillsboro* 27.66 acres ............................................................REDUCED $917,780
Hwy. 22 - Cranfills Gap* 106.06 acres ................................................................. $1,060,060
CR 4145 - Cranfills Gap * 177.840 acres ............................................................... $1,778,400
Hwy 6 - Clifton* 110.820 Acres–.......................................................................... $3,324,600

 COMMERCIAL
311 N Ave D –Clifton *   .................................................................................SOLD $215,000
213 S BOSQUE (HWY 22) –Whitney * Commercial building  ................................$246,000

Your Hometown Real Estate Company
Call for White Bluff Lots

LOTS & ACREAGE

www.bosquerealestate.com

Fuel At Competitive 
Prices

24 HOUR FUELING
NON ETHANOL

• On Road Diesel
 • Off Road Diesel

• Gasoline
• Oil

• Lubricant
• Pumps - Parts

• Equipment - Tanks

MyattFuels.net
Clifton: (254) 675-8107        West: (254) 826-5101

BOTH LOCATIONS!

Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.- 5 p.m.Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.- 5 p.m.

         

passed during the 87th Leg-
islature. 
 The map will be updated 
biannually to incorporate ad-
ditional information and data 
gathered by the comptroller’s 
Texas Broadband Develop-
ment Office (BDO).
 “For this initial batch of 
data, we leaned heavily on 
coverage information provid-
ed by ISPs, and we followed 
federal guidance for speed 
and eligibility,” Hegar said. 
“However, the ISP advertised 
speeds submitted to us don’t 
necessarily match test speeds 
on the ground, which is a 
prime example of the types 
of flaws that are now more ap-
parent in the federal mapping 
process and in the definition 
of broadband services.”
 The comptroller said that 
the map will  regularly be 
updated to reflect recent and 
accurate data.
 “There will  be multiple 
opportunities to challenge 
the accuracy of the data, and 
I encourage the public, stake-
holders and legislators, as well 
as service providers and other 
vendors, to engage with us on 
the Texas map so we have the 
most accurate information 

available,” Hegar said.
 “The FCC’s current defini-
tion of high-speed internet as 
25/3 Mbps is becoming rapid-
ly obsolete,” the comptroller 
said. “One of the things we 
learned talking to stakehold-
ers around the state last year 
was that to be truly com-
petitive, communities need 
internet that is faster than the 
FCC’s definition of high-speed 
broadband.”
 The Texas Legislature creat-
ed the BDO in 2021 to award 
grants, low-interest loans and 
other financial incentives to 
ISPs that expand access to 
broadband service in under-
served areas.

The legislature appropri-
ated $5 million to the comp-
troller to administer the 
program. Additionally, the 
American Rescue Plan Act 
enacted by the federal gov-
ernment has allocated $500.5 
million to Texas for broad-
band expansion, while the In-
frastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act will allocate at least 
$100 million.
 For more information about 
the BDO's work and the map, 
visit comptroller.texas.gov/
programs/broadband.

MAP continued from page 1

Served

Underserved

injury. After graduation, West 
worked in the United States 
Congress,  was a national 
fundraiser on a U.S. Presiden-
tial campaign and eventually 
trained to be a stock-broker 
for United Bank of Switzer-
land (UBS). While he was at 
the UBS, he was introduced 
to methamphetamine and 
became addicted.
 West was sentenced to 65 
years in a Texas prison. He 
had a discussion with a con-
vict during his incarceration 
that led to a spiritual awak-
ening that shaped the way he 
saw the world. 
 His website states, "He 
learned that, like a coffee bean 
changing with the application 
of heat and pressure, he was 
capable of changing the envi-
ronment around him. Armed 
with a program of recovery, a 
renewed faith, and a miracu-
lous second chance at life, Da-
mon emerged from over seven 
years of prison a changed man. 
His story of redemption, grit 
and determination continues 
to inspire audiences today."
 West's coffee bean mes-
sage has reached a nation-
al and global audience. His 
clients include companies  
such as Walmart, AIG, Chick-
fil-A, Southwest Airlines, and 
sports teams like the Dallas 
Cowboys, Minnesota Timber-
wolves, Clemson, Alabama 
and Georgia. The U.S. Army 
has incorporated the #BeA-
CoffeeBean mindset into their 
resilience training.
 Other books West has pub-
lished include: "The Coffee 
Bean For Kids," which stu-
dents have utilized to start 
their own Coffee Bean clubs in  
schools,"The Change Agent" 
(alternate version available 
for prisons) and "The Locker 
Room: How Great Teams Heal 
Hurt, Overcome Adversity 
and Build Unity," which is 
being optioned for film adap-
tation.
 To learn more about Damon 
West, visit damonwest.org
 The inspirational speaker 
and philanthropist is also 
scheduled to speak at Whit-
ney High School Monday, 
February 6, in an event for the 
students.  

AUTHOR
continued from page 1

We are in the "Goldilocks Zone"We are in the "Goldilocks Zone"

StartalkingStartalking
With Larry Smith, Retired Astronomy RangerWith Larry Smith, Retired Astronomy Ranger

National Park ServiceNational Park Service

The GOLDILOCKS ZONE 
is the habitable zone in the 
area around a star where it is 
not too hot and not too cold 
for liquid water to exist on the 
surface of surrounding plan-
ets.

Imagine if Earth were where 
Pluto is. The Sun would be 
barely visible (about the size of 
a pea) and Earth's oceans and 
much of its atmosphere would 
freeze. 

On the other hand, if Earth 

took Mercury’s place, it would 
be too close to the Sun and its 
water would form a steam at-
mosphere, quickly boiling off. 
(Isn’t it interesting that if our 
Earth were only 1% closer or 
farther from the Sun, no life 
would exist?!)

The distance Earth orbits 
the Sun is just right for water 
to remain a liquid. This dis-
tance from the Sun is called 
the habitable zone, or the 
Goldilocks zone. 

Rocky exoplanets found in 
the habitable zones of their 
stars are more likely targets 
for detecting liquid water on 
their surfaces. Why is liquid 
water so important? Life on 
Earth started in water, and 
water is a necessary ingredi-
ent for life (as we know it).

Thanks for reading, and RE-
MEMBER: turn down night 
lights so that we may look up! 
Questions? Email Llsmith47@
aol.com

 The Hill County Sheriff's 
Office took a subject into cus-
tody and booked him into jail 
at 10 a.m. Monday, January 
23.
 According to reports, au-
thorities took a 47-year-old 
Itasca man into custody at the 
Community Supervision and 
Corrections Department for 
insufficient bond on a charge 
of injury of a child/elderly/
disabled.
 Bonds totaling $100,000 
were set on Danny Atchley.
 Deputy Mike Knight made 
the arrest and booked the 
subject into the Hill County 
Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 An arrest was made by the 
Hill County Sheriff's Office at 

Hill County Sheriff’s Report
9:51 a.m. Monday, January 23.
 Reports indicated that au-
thorities made contact with 
a 40-year-old Whitney man in 
the 100 block of HCR 1211 in 
Whitney. He was charged with 
public intoxication.
 Deputy RJ Denson made 
the arrest and booked the 
subject into the Hill County 
Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff's 
Office made an arrest at 10:50 
p.m. Sunday, January 22.
 According to reports, au-
thorities made contact with a 
35-year-old Cleburne man at 
the intersection of State High-
way 171 and Farm Road 934 
in Itasca. He was charged with 
possession of a controlled 
substance under one gram 
and possession of controlled 
substance between three and 
28 grams.
 Bonds totaling $6,000 were 
set on Terry Johnson.
 Deputy Aaron Stone made 
the arrest and booked the 
subject into the Hill County 
Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 An inmate transfer was 
made by the Hil l  County 
Sheriff's Office at 10:55 a.m. 
Monday, January 23.
 Reports  indicated that 
authorities transported a 
48-year-old man from the 
Johnson County Jail. He was 
charged with credit or debit 
card abuse. 
 Bonds totaling $5,000 were 
set on Shaun Shaffer.
 Deputy Preston Cardwell 
made the arrest and booked 
the subject into the Hill Coun-
ty Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 An arrest was made by the 
Hill County Sheriff's Office at 
11:14 a.m. Friday, January 20.
 Reports indicated that au-
thorities made contact with 
a 29-year-old Granbury man 
in the 1500 block of Highway 
174 in Blum. He was charged 
with burglary of a habitation.
 Investigator Robert White 
made the arrest and booked 
the subject into the Hill Coun-
ty Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff's 
Office made an inmate trans-
fer at 10 a.m. Friday, January 
20.
 Accord ing  to  repor t s , 
authorities transported a 
27-year-old man from the Tar-
rant County Jail on charges of 
failure to identify, giving false 
or fictitious information and 
failure to appear on a charge 
of possession of marijuana 
less than two ounces.
 Deputy Preston Cardwell 
made the arrest and booked 
the subject into the Hill Coun-
ty Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 A subject surrendered to 
authorities at the Hill County 

Sheriff's Office at 6:10 a.m. 
Thursday, January 19.
 Reports indicated that a 
21-year-old Hillsboro man 
surrendered to authorities on 
a parole violation.
 Deputy George McCurlie 
made the arrest and booked 
the subject into the Hill Coun-
ty Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 A subject surrendered to 
authorities at the Hill County 
Sheriff's Office at 8:50 a.m. 
Friday, January 20.
 According to reports, a 
40-year-old Dayton man sur-
rendered to authorities for 
his charge of failure to appear 
on a charge of driving while 
intoxicated, third or more.
 Deputy Kendrick Scott 
made the arrest and booked 
the subject into the Hill Coun-
ty Law Enforcement Center.

**********

Varsity boys Varsity boys 
add wins, still add wins, still 
1st in district1st in district

The Whitney High School 
varsity boys went into this 
week first in district with 
four district games left on the 
schedule.

They added wins over West 
(71-61) and Clifton (60-55) 
last week and are 7-1 in district 
play.

Head Coach Joe O'Hearn 
said that he could not be more 
proud of the team. "Our boys 
were determined to prove 
some people wrong when the 
season started and we weren't 
picked to make the playoffs, let 
alone win district. After eight 
games we have clinched a play-
off spot and are sitting in first 
place," the coach said. 

"We have some of our 
toughest opponents coming 
up, but these boys are ready 
for whatever challenge comes 
their way and would love the 
town's support as we make our 
last push towards playoffs and 
hopefully deep into the post 
season," he added.

The varsity girls lost to 
West 37-14 in the first game 
last week before getting an 
overtime win over Clifton 44-
41 Friday night.

The teams will play Waco 
Harmony Tuesday, January 
31, and will host Keene for se-
nior night Friday, February 3. 
They will wrap up the regular 
district schedule the follow-
ing week, with games against 
Grandview and Maypearl.

The sooner you recognize 
the signs, the sooner you 
can help your child.

ScreenForAutism.org
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The Lakelander
Publications

Locally owned & operated.
Dedicated to serving the people, communities

 & businesses of the Lake Whitney area.

Any correspondence should be sent to the publisher at:
The Lakelander, Inc.

P.O. Box 1727 • Whitney, TX  76692
Phone  254-694-4344 • Fax 254-694-2175 

 Email: news@lakelander.com

April Sanders, Publisher
NEWSPAPER  STAFF

Shannon Cottongame • Ellie Mahan 
Tessa Ray

 Any erroneous reflection cast upon the character, reputation or 
community standing of any person firm or organization appearing in 
the columns of this paper will be duly corrected when brought to the 
attention of the publisher.
 All material submitted for publication becomes the property of  this 
establishment. Accuracy of copy submitted is the sole responsibility of 
the advertiser or news contributor.
 The newspaper staff reserves the right to reject, edit or omit any ad, 
news item, letter to the editor, or picture for any reason or to change 
the classification to conform with the policies of this publication. 
 Any fraudulent, dishonest or misleading article found in the paper 
is without the knowledge of the publisher and should be reported 
immediately.
 Deadlines - All news articles, and  display and classified advertis-
ing must be submitted before 3 p.m. Friday before each Wednesday 
edition. The office is open to the public: Tuesday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; and closed Saturday, Sunday and Monday.
 Classified Advertising -  (Buy-Sell-Trade) Rates begin at $15 for 
the first 20 words and 20¢ per word thereafter. (Business Classifieds 
begin at $15 per week)
 Subscriptions - For  addresses outside our total market coverage 
mailing area are $60 per year. Requests for subscriptions must be 
accompanied by the subscription rate.
 Letters to the Editor - Should be kept to 300 words or less and must 
include name, signature, address and telephone number of author.
  Letters will not be accepted anonymously or published without the 
name of the author. Letters published are the decision of the editor, and 
all decisions are final. Letters of political nature, memorials, tributes, 
and poems are considered advertising and the current advertising rate 
will be applied.
 All political announcements, advertising and thank you notes must 
be paid in advance of publication and will be assessed the regular 
column inch rate, and must include disclaimer with representative’s 
name and mailing address. 
 Political announcements as news articles must run 3 weeks 
prior to any election date.

Circulation audited by
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All Types Roofing 
 • Room Additions

Interior & Exterior Paint 
Siding & Gutters • Windows

We install Mueller Metal Roofs
FREE ESTIMATES

(888)726-4322 • (254)399-9061

Inc.

"We will meet or beat 
ANY competitor’s written estimate"

Hill County Title Co.

West Side of Square • P.O. Box 297 • Hillsboro, Texas 76645

“the right choice
                    in title insurance”

Ask for

Jennifer M. Folsom-Nowlin, Manager
jf.hatco@sbcglobal.net

Abstract - Title Insurance Since 1853

     Phone                                          Telecopier No.  
254-582-5396                 254-582-9728

TFN

MEDICARE SOLUTIONS FOR TEXAS
Do You Have Medicare Questions? We Have Answers!

Doug Coursey  - Independent Broker

* Medicare Supplements   * Medicare Advantage Plans           
* Prescription Drug Plans

BENEFIT SPECIALISTS FOR:

Turning 65 soon? Call us to discuss your options.

Call today with your questions or for a free consultation.
254-694-1148

Local Independent Agents helping Texans since 1980
Visit our website: www.healthinsurancesvc.com  

Email us: doug@phisvc.com

Professional Health Insurance Services

JOIN US THIS SUNDAY

SUNDAY SCHOOL AT 9:30AM
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP AT 10:50AM

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES AT 6:00PM

PROCLAIMING GOD'S TRUTH, IN LOVE, 
TO EVERY GENERATION

For more information about the church, visit 
www.fbcwhitney.org or call the church office

We hope to see you soon!

209 N. San Marcos • Whitney • 254.694.2555

AUTOMATIC GATE SERVICE

Lee Davis
254-205-0265
SERVING CENTRAL TEXAS

INSTALLATION, REPAIR, RANCH, 
RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL. 

TB
4CI
1-11-23
$28 PAID

LL
4CI
1-18-23
$28 PAID.

Gardener to Gardener to 
speak about speak about 
flower farmflower farm

The Hill County Master Gar-
deners will hold their next 
program Wednesday, February 
8, at noon.

Those interested are invited 
to bring a lunch and hear a pre-
sentation from B. Blumin Flow-
er Farm of Godley. Learn about 
the types of flowers grown, 
no-till, going from raw soil to a 
flower farm, and tackling pests 
and heat using organic and envi-
ronmentally friendly practices.

The meeting will be held 
at the Lake Whitney Public 
Library, located at 602 East 
Jefferson Avenue in Whitney.

(January 25) Great. Water 
lightly stained; 54 degrees; 
6.98 feet below pool. 

Lake Whitney striped bass 
are decent when deadsticking 
flukes or slow trolling swim 
baits and umbrella-rigs along 
the edges of the river chan-
nel and near flats. Look for 
flocks of diving birds. You can 
find them scattered from the 
state park on the south end 
up towards the McCown flats 
and all the way to the north 
end past Steele Creek. Most 
striped bass should be up north 
by now but a long hot summer 
and little to no current has 
them all over the place. Report 
provided by Kraig Sexton, 
Sexton's Guide Service LLC, 
Fishing Charter, Marine Elec-
tronics & Whitney. 

Crappie are roaming in the 
creek channel suspending 
close to drop-offs or main 
lake points using crappie jigs 
paired with a 1/16 ounce eye 
hole jig. Report by Robert 
Stover, Workingman Crappie 
Guide. 

Lake Whitney continues to 
boast limits of striped bass 
on swimbaits and jerkbaits 
fished on the main lake near 
McCown Valley and in the riv-
er near Plowman Creek. Good 

LAKE WHITNEYLAKE WHITNEY
FISHING REPORTFISHING REPORT

crappie catches are being re-
ported near Kimball Bend. 
Report by Michael Acosta, 
Unfair Advantage Charters. 

Striped bass are excellent 
in 15-20 feet of water on slabs 
and swimbaits jigged over 
the schools. Fish are really 
bunched up right now when 
you find a school of fish there 
are a ton of them. Report by 
James Moore, North Texas 
Bass Fishing and Cmoore 
Striper Guide.

Lake Whitney Ministerial Alliance: Did You Know?Lake Whitney Ministerial Alliance: Did You Know?
Submitted by Betty Newman,
LWMA public relations,
past president

 Did you know that  the 
following organizations and 
programs are supported by 
the Lake Whitney Ministerial 
Alliance?

Our Daily Bread Food Bank 
– Each month, at least 30 - 45 
volunteers work tirelessly to 
provide groceries to those 
who cannot afford to buy food.  
In 2022, the food bank served 
2,941 clients with 7,321 fam-
ily members.  During Novem-
ber, “Turkey Coupons” are 
given to help with Thanks-
giving meals.  A food drive is 
held each November prior to 
Thanksgiving with an objec-
tive of 65,000 lbs.  

Backpack Program to Whit-
ney, Blum and Aquilla stu-
dents – During the week, free 
meals are offered for students 
through the breakfast and 
lunch programs at our pub-
lic schools.  However, some 
students do not have enough 
food on the weekends. The 
“Backpack Program” was 
designed to send needed food 
home with the students in a 
backpack each Friday.  

During the first half  of 
2022, LWMA assisted King 
Memorial United Methodist 
financially to provide food to 
2,610 children’s backpacks. 
In September, LWMA as-
sumed the administration of 
the Backpack Program and 
provided students 1,368 back-
packs, bringing 2022 total 
backpacks provided of 3,978.

Chaplaincy to CCRC and 
Town Hall – Country Club Re-
tirement Center, an assisted 
living facility, and Town Hall, 
a nursing home, are provided 
a brief worship service to 
residents who would like to 
attend.  Representatives from 
local churches rotate Sunday 
afternoons to bring a devo-
tion and music to our older 
citizens.

Senior Center – Located in 
the center of town, the local 
Senior Center is open each 
Tuesday to all who would like 
to gather for games, arts and 
crafts, programs, lunch, Bible 
studies and numerous educa-
tional opportunities.  

Joint Committee for Christ-
mas – The JCC sets up trees 
with the “Angels” at local 
businesses. The “Angels” indi-
cate those who request cloth-
ing and toys for children 12 
years and under. Hoodies and 
age-appropriate gifts are given 
for children 13 – 18 years of 
age.  JCC also gives out socks 
and books on distribution day.  
JCC puts Christmas meal 
boxes together so families 
have an extra box of food for 
Christmas.  They also put 
together gift boxes and gift 
bags for senior citizens.  

In 2022, JCC provided gifts 
for 370 people, primarily with 
the help of many volunteers 

from local churches and or-
ganizations both shopping 
and purchasing clothing and 
toys.  Among the 370, 254 
recipients were 12 years and 
under, 78 were 13 – 18 years 
of age and senior citizen gifts 
to just under 40 people. In 
addition, LWMA prepared 
232 boxes of Christmas food 
for families.  We also dis-
tributed hundreds of pairs 
Bombas socks, donated to us 
by Bombas, to children, teens, 
senior citizens, and Backpack 
program recipients. We have 
many more socks we hope to 
distribute in 2023.

Benevolence – Basic needs 
are met through our Benevo-
lence program. Our volunteers 
carefully listen to each per-
son’s situation. In 2022, we 
assisted clients by providing 
funds for some basic needs.  
We assisted a total of 782 
clients, 222 with utilities, 17 
clothing vouchers, 523 gas 
vouchers, 18 with prescrip-
tion assistance and two with 
emergency assistance.

School Supplies to Whit-
ney and Blum – The LWMA 
“stuffs the closets” of our 

schools with needed supplies 
for those who need assistance.  
Each summer, the teachers 
provide a list of anticipated 
supplies. Items are bought and 
distributed to schools in Whit-
ney and Blum before school 
starts so they will be available 
to students on the first day. 
We fill in supplies throughout 
the year as needed.

Communi ty  Worsh ip  – 
Worship services and special 
events involving all denomina-
tions are publicized for all in 
the community to enjoy and 
participate. 

The Lake Whitney Minis-
terial Alliance has a powerful 
impact on our community.  
Area churches, businesses 
and private donors financially 
support and put hands to the 
work that touch lives - phys-
ically, mentally, emotionally, 
and spiritually.  

The extensive ministry is 
provided by an all-volunteer 
force with no paid employees.  
The work is provided by dedi-
cated community members as 
an overflow of ministry from 
their local churches to be the 
hands and feet of Christ.

Education on aerobic treatment Education on aerobic treatment 
units planned Feb. 22 in Meridianunits planned Feb. 22 in Meridian
 The Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service will of-
fer a homeowner education 
event covering the operation 
and maintenance of aerobic 
treatment units Wednesday, 
February 22 in Meridian. 
 The “Homeowner Mainte-
nance of Aerobic Treatment 
Units” workshop will be held 
from 8:30 a.m.- 3:30 p.m. at 
the Meridian Civic Center, 
309 W. River Street.
 The cost is $150 if regis-
tered by February 8 or $170 
after that date. Participants 
should register at https://
tx.ag/Feb22AerobicMainte-
nance. Registration will close 
on February 15.
 The cost includes training 
materials and a certificate of 
completion. There will be an 
hour lunch break, but lunch 
is not included in the event 
so participants should plan 
accordingly.
 “This course covers the 
components of an aerobic 
treatment unit  and spray 
field,” said Chelsea Dorward, 
AgriLife Extension agricul-
ture and natural resources 
agent, Bosque County. “It is 
important for homeowners 
to properly maintain their 
onsite wastewater treatment 
systems to help protect public 
safety, public health and water 
quality.”
 The course presentations 
will provide a basic under-
standing of the operational 
and maintenance activities 
for an aerobic treatment unit, 
Dorward sa id ,  inc luding 
hands-on demonstration of 
evaluation techniques to de-

termine operational status of 
the treatment system. Other 
topics covered will include:
 •The importance of main-
taining an on-site wastewater 
treatment system.
 • Health and safety consid-
erations.
 • Basic concepts about the 
aerobic treatment processes.
 • Testing and reporting on 
the status of the treatment 
system.
 • Care and feeding of the 
aerobic treatment unit.
 • Tools for evaluating the 
system.
 “The participants will leave 
this class with a better un-
derstanding of the practices 
required to keep their system 
working and limit interference 
with the enjoyment of their 
property,” she said.
 Contact Dorward at chel-
sea.dorward@ag.tamu.edu 
for additional information or 
questions.

Tickets on sale, Tickets on sale, 
sponsors sought sponsors sought 
for MHMC dancefor MHMC dance
 Mission Hillsboro Medical 
Clinic (MHMC) will host a 
mother/son dance as a fund 
raiser Friday, February 10, 
from 6 to 8 p.m. for boys 
in sixth grade and younger. 
The event will be held at the 
Exhibits Building at the Hill 
County Fairgrounds.
 Tickets are $20 for a mother 
and one son, and tickets for 
additional sons are $5. Games, 
food and a picture will be 
included in the ticket price.
 Tickets can be purchased at 
the clinic, located at 120 East 
Franklin Street, on Saturday, 
February 4, from 8 a.m. to 
noon. 
 They may also be purchased 
in Hillsboro at Sage Blooms, 
103 East Franklin Street, and 
The Reporter Newspaper, 
335 Country Club Drive and 
at Carmen's Hair Studio in 
Whitney, located at 1015 East 
Jefferson Avenue.
 Sponsors are needed for 
the event. Gold sponsorships 
are $500, silver sponsorships 
are $250 and bronze spon-
sorships are $100. Sponsors 
will receive recognition in a 
variety of ways based on the 
level chosen. 
 All proceeds will benefit 
the free clinic. Those with 
questions can call Becky Jones 
at 254-479-0116.

The Lakelander & 
Tacklebox Publications 

109 W. Washington 
 254-694-4344

CLASSIFIEDS GET 
RESULTS FAST!
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It’s time to talk about 
Alzheimer’s.

alz.org/ourstories

Learn More At 
alz.org/ourstories

(Talk or Text)
254-221-6285

Sunday Services 9:30am

— Multi Denominational —
RIVER OF LIFE

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Just West of LW Dam 

at Smith Bend on FM 2114
108 CR 3625 • Clifton 

 254-622-8555
Rev. Jeff & Linda Bilton

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:20 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship 
10:30 a.m.

www.facebook.com/riveroflifetx

— Nazarene —
WHITNEY FIRST CHURCH 

OF THE NAZARENE
1103 N. Brazos St., Whitney

254-694-2949
Pastor: Billy Stone

Sunday School.....9:30am 
Fellowship.....10:30am 
Worship.....10:45 a.m.

MONDAYS
Women’s Bible Study...10:00Am

WEDNESDAYS
Bible Study...7:00pm

www.whitneynazarene.com
whitneyfcn@gmail.com    

For information on listing your church in the directory  
Call 254-694-4344 / Email ads@lakelander.com

PEORIA BAPTIST 
1347 FM 1947 • Hillsboro, Texas

Pastor - Eddie Booth
Sunday School.....10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship.....11 a.m.

PRAIRIE VALLEY BAPTIST
741 HCR 2101 – 5 mi. S. of Whitney

254-694-2056
www.prairievalleybaptist.org
Rusty Penney, Senior Pastor

Chris Eller, Interim Youth Pastor
Joann Penney, Children’s Dir.

SUNDAY
Sunday School…..9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship…..10:45 a.m.
Adult Bible Study....5-6 p.m.

Young Adults & Youth
Bible Studies & Fellowship....5-7 p.m.

MONDAY
Men’s Prayer Group.....7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Adult Bible Study....6-7 p.m.

Youth Bible Study & 
Fellowship...6-8 p.m.
Children’s Games & 

Bible Study..6:00-7:30 p.m.

STEINER BAPTIST 
Independent 1611 K.J.V. Baptist

“The Little Brown Church”
FM 1713 Between

Katy Bridge &  Hwy. 56
John Moore, Pastor 254-205-9558

Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Sunday Evening.....6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening.....7:00 p.m.

TOWASH  BAPTIST
2 miles S. of Whitney on Highway 22

Dr. Bruce Page, Pastor
Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Service.....6:00 p.m.
2nd /4th Wed. Town Hall.....6:30 p.m.

TRIANGLE PARK BAPTIST
104 Pleaasant Dr. • Lake Whitney 
Near Bonanza Shopping Center

HOME: 254-694-5571
CELL: 254-479-1709

Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.

Sunday Evening Service.....5:30 p.m.
Wed. Night Bible Study.....6:30 p.m.

— Bible —

BETHEL BIBLE CHURCH
5 Miles East of Whitney on Hwy. 22,

 then 2 Miles North on FM 3050
Pastor - Robert Wilkinson

254-580-8491
Sunday School......9:45 a.m.- 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.

Sunday Evening.....5:00 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting....5:00 p.m. 

— Church of Christ — 

Laguna Park Church of Christ
7136 FM 56 

(South of Hwy 22 intersection)
Mike Haynes, Minister

 Sunday Bible 
Class....................10:00

Morning Worship...........11:00
Evening Service...........4:00p

 
WHITNEY CHURCH OF CHRIST

Downtown Whitney
Bruce Martin, Minister

Sunday Morning Bible Class.....9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....10:00a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship.....5:00pm
Wednesday Evening Bible Study.....7:00 p.m.

— Christian — 
Non Denominational 
OLIVE BRANCH CHURCH
(FULL GOSPEL- POST TRIB)

907 E. Pick St. • Whitney 
Bland & Pat Baker,  Pastors

Sunday Morning Worship...10:30 a.m..

— Cowboy —

OPEN RANGE 
COWBOY CHURCH     

582 FM 1713 • Whitney 
254-694-7543

Pastor - Gerald Dudley
General information email address:

orccoffice@yahoo.com
Early Sunday Worship.....8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship.....10:00 a.m.
Children’s Church.....10:30 a.m.

 
— Fellowship —

WHITNEY FELLOWSHIP
AT THE FORUM

101 N. Brazos • Whitney
Dell Glenn, Pastor

254-266-0050
Sunday Worship.....10:30 a.m.

— Inter Denominational —

WHITE BLUFF CHAPEL
FM 933 North in White Bluff Resort

Dr. Randy Marshall, Pastor
 Bible Study - 8:00a.m. & 9:00a.m.

Sunday Worship 
9:00a.m. & 10:30a.m.

Youth Fellowship - 6:00p.m.
254-694-7060

email: office@whitebluffchapel.org
website: www.whitebluffchapel.org

— Lutheran —

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN 
Highway 22 West  • Whitney

254-694-3234
www.oslcwhitney.org
Rev. Philip Wottrich

Sunday Bible Study.....8:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service.....10:00 a.m.

— Methodist —

KING MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Kaitlynn Shannon

254-694-2599
502 N. Colorado •  Whitney

email: kmumc@windstream.net
SUNDAY

Sunday Morning Casual Worship 
8:00 a.m..

Morning Worship ................11:00 a.m. 
(In person and Online)

MONDAY
ESL Classes 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

TUESDAY
LW Senior Center.....9 a.m.-1 p.m.

KING MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST

THRIFT STORE
Tuesday 9:00 am – 1:00 p.m.

Saturday 9:00 a.m. – p.m. 

KOPPERL METHODIST 
CHURCH

144 FM 1859, 2 Blks. E. of FM 56, 
Kopperl • 254-715-6139
Reverend John Wood

Sunday Morning Worship.....9:00 a.m.
Sunday School.....10:00 a.m.

UM Women (3rd Wed.)....6:00 p.m.
BLUM UNITED METHODIST  

208 E 5th Street,  Blum
Pastor Kaitlynn Shannon 

— Anglican —
OUR LADY OF THE

LAKE ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Hwy. 22 • Laguna Park

1 mi. West of Dam
 214-256-1497

www.ourladyanglican.weebly.com 
Holy Communion Sunday.....11:15 a.m

— Assembly of God —

ABIDING LIFE CHURCH
(Christ Centered - Family Oriented)

North FM 933 • 1105 N. Brazos
Whitney • 254-694-2147
Curtis McGehee, Pastor 

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Family Night (Bible Classes) 
Wednesday..7:00 p.m.

Prayer Meeting Saturday..6:00 p.m.
Visit our website 

abidinglifechurch.org

— Baptist —

AQUILLA FIRST BAPTIST 
Jesse Motley, Pastor

Sunday Bible Study.....9:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Prayer.....6:00 p.m.
Wed. Children’s  & Youth..6:00 p.m.

CEDAR CREEK BAPTIST
5643 FM933 • Whitney 

 254-221-0820
 www.cedarcreeklife.org

Rev. Ricky Gobert , Pastor
SUNDAY

Sunday School.....9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship..10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship...5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Teamkid and youth programs.. 

5:30–7:15

FIRST BAPTIST OF KOPPERL
177 FM Kopperl

Pastor Darrell Wallace
254-889-3579

Sunday Sunday School- 9:45am
Community Breakfast
 (1 st. Sun) 9:30am

Sunday morning Worship 11am
Wednesday

Team Kid- 6:30pm
Youth Meeting- 6:30pm

FIRST BAPTIST
OF LAKESIDE VILLAGE

Steve Allen, Pastor
156 CR 1307 • Lakeside Village 
(west side of lake off Hwy. 56)

254-775-4705
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.

FIRST BAPTIST
Jay Morris, Senior Pastor

Randy Hayes, Worship Pastor
Jason & Karminn Elmore, Youth Ministry

Maggie Smith, Director of Children’s 
Ministries

209 N. San Marcos, Whitney
www.fbcwhitney.org

254-694-2555
SUNDAY

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:50 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Kidz Klub, Youth & Adult Bible 

Study....6:00 p.m.

FORT GRAHAM BAPTIST 
FM 933 5 miles N. • Whitney

2 miles W. on FM 2604 
254-694-5472

gofgbc@gmail.com
Bryan Hill, Interim Pastor

Sunday School.....9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.
Sunday Children’s Church.....11:00 a.m.

THRIFT STORE
Every Mon. & Sat.....10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

LAKE WHITNEY BAPTIST
642 CR 3118 • Whitney

Located off Hwy. 22 on CR 3118
Near Laguna Park • 254-622-8339

Carrol Hambrick, Pastor
Ronnie & Lee Ann Bosher - Music

Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship.....10:50 a.m.

Evening Service.....5:00 p.m.

Obituaries
Anita “Ann” Jo (McCoy) Abbott

1937-2023
Anita “Ann” Jo 

(McCoy) Abbott, 
85, passed away 
in Clifton Friday, 
January 13, 2023, 
after a five-year 
battle with cancer.  
Anita was born on 
October 25, 1937, 
in Sweetwater to 
John and Ruth Mc-
Coy. She was raised 
in Iredell with her 
older sister Johnnie.

A petite beauty, young Anita 
married James “Bill” Thomas 
with whom she had two children, 
Karen and James “Mike”. Anita 
was a loving and concerned 
mother who took good care of 
her children, then later supported 
their decisions as they grew. She 
later married Clarence Abbott 
and became step-mother to his 
four children: Toni, Kathy, C.O. 
and Moses. 

Our beloved mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmother and 
friend loved watching things 
grow and could always be found 
nurturing her plants. An avid dog 
lover, Anita rescued many dogs 

during her lifetime. 
Anita was a down-
to-earth, kind and 
feisty woman who 
was liked by every-
one blessed to meet 
her. Her laughter, 
and lively, deter-
mined and coura-
geous spirit will be 
deeply missed. 

Her heavenly 
spirit now joins her 

beloved husband Clarence, par-
ents, sister, family and friends 
who have previously passed 
and are watching over us. Anita 
is also survived by: her loving 
family, daughter-in-law Peggy 
Thomas; grandchildren, Billy 
Bates,  Candy Thomas, and Jessi-
ca (Thomas) and Mitch Russell; 
great-grandson, D.J. Thomas and 
a great-granddaughter due to the 
Russells in April. 

A memorial service was held 
at noon Monday, January 30, at 
the Waxahachie Civic Center.

In lieu of flowers, memorials 
can be made to the American 
Cancer Society or to your local 
animal shelter.

Mary Glen (McAfee) Hill
1942-2022

M a r y  G l e n 
(McAfee) Hill, 80, 
of Whitney, went 
home to be with 
the Lord on De-
cember 24, 2022 
in Fort Worth. A 
memorial service 
was held at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, January 
29,  at  Emmett 
Church in Em-
mett, with Pastor 
Jason Revill and Mr. Matt Strod-
er officiating.

Mary was born October 10, 
1942, in Corsicana to Rufus and 
Gladyce (Littlejohn) McAfee. 
She attended Penelope High 
School and graduated in 1959 
as valedictorian. Mary then 
continued her education, first 
at Navarro College, where she 
enjoyed being a member of 
the drill team, the Senoritas. 
She then went on to receive a 
Bachelor's and Master's in Ed-
ucation from East Texas State 
University. 

On March 30, 1963, Mary 
married Jerry Lynn Hill in Com-
merce, and this union brought 
forth two daughters, Juliana 
and Janette. The young family 
moved to Hillsboro in 1972, 
where both daughters where 
raised. Mary taught special 
education for many local school 
districts including Malone, 
Venus and Frost, for over 18 
years. She also followed in her 
mother's footsteps in being an 
active member of Delta Kappa 
Gamma, even serving as presi-
dent of society. 

At the age of 44, she moved 
to Dallas and went back to 
school to earn her paralegal 
certificate. She enjoyed working 
in that field for several years in 
Dallas and Wichita Falls, before 
turning back to teaching. In the 

year 2000, she de-
cided to try some-
thing different and 
became a truck 
driver, which she 
thoroughly loved. 
Mary  and  her 
dog, Buddy, spent 
many years work-
ing, traveling and 
seeing the coun-
try. She was able 
to make it through 

all 48 contiguous states and 
even into Canada. 

After retirement from the 
trucking field in 2008, Mary 
settled in Whitney, where she 
enjoyed several pastimes, in-
cluding gardening and making 
jewelry. She made hundreds of 
bracelets for the Samaritan's 
Purse Operation Christmas 
Child, which gave her much 
fulfillment. She was also very 
enthusiastic about many sports 
events, especially her favorite 
teams: the Dallas Cowboys, the 
Dallas Mavericks and the Texas 
Rangers. 

Mary was a devoted mother, 
grandmother and great-grand-
mother. She was the matriarch 
of the family and will be dearly 
missed.

She is preceded in death by 
her parents; husband, Jerry 
Hill; sister, Patricia J. Stroder; 
and daughter, Janette Har-
graves.

Mary is survived by: her 
daughter, Juliana Martinez and 
husband Greg Byrne of Dallas; 
five grandchildren, Newton Wil-
liams Jr. and wife Faith, William 
Williams and wife Emma, Holly 
Williams and Brittany Williams, 
all of Bowie, and Alberto Marti-
nez and fiancée Rose, of Dallas; 
11 great-grandchildren, with 
another on the way; son-in-law 
Matthew Hargraves and wife 
Michelle of Pensacola, Florida; 
numerous nieces and nephews; 
and her beloved dog “Buddy.”

Should friends desire, in lieu 
of flowers, memorials can be 
made to the Samaritan's Purse, 
Operation Christmas Child at 
www.samaritanspurse.org.

Ricky Lynn Bell
May 3, 1960 – January 24, 2023

 On Tuesday, 
January 24, 2023, 
Ricky Lynn Bell 
went to be with 
o u r  L o rd  a n d 
Savior when he 
passed away at 
Harbor Hospice 
in Houston after 
he succumbed to 
a battle with leu-
kemia at the age 
of 62.
 Ricky was born May 3, 1960 
to Stanley and Marie (Birdwell) 
Bell in Cleburne. Ricky grew up 
in Cleburne and then moved to 

Houston, where 
he lived the re-
maining years of 
his life. 
  Ricky was pre-
ceded in death by 
his father, George 
Stanley Bell. He 
is survived by: 
his mother, Marie 
Bell of Kopperl; 
his brother and 
his wife, Randy 

and Laurie Bell of College Sta-
tion; his sister, Rhonda Hughes 
of Kopperl; three nieces and 
two nephews. 

Betty Sheila (Shields) McNutt
1924-2023

Betty  She i la 
(Shields) McNutt 
( a k a  S e a g e r, 
H o l l i n gs h e a d , 
Hollenshead) fell 
asleep on Earth 
a n d  awo ke  i n 
Heaven on Sun-
day, January 15, 
2023 .  Per  her 
wishes, no service 
will be held.

Betty was born 
in Coraopolis, PA on October 
15, 1924, to Albert W. and 
Jennie M. (Fox) Shields. Her 
early childhood was spent in 
Coraopolis and Slippery Rock, 
PA. As a teenager, she moved to 
Leetonia, Ohio. She graduated 
high school there in 1942, hav-
ing served as a Drum Majorette 
in the band and attending Me-
chanical Arts classes. She was 
also active in choir, Glee Club, 
and Drama. Following high 
school she worked in several 
community businesses, includ-
ing a pretzel factory and as a 
telephone operator. She then 
moved to the Conneaut, OH 
area to be near her dad. 

Throughout her adult life, 
Betty succeeded in many ven-
tures. She sewed clothing for 
herself, her children, and grand-
children well into her 80s, con-
tinuing until she could no longer 
hold a needle. She worked as 
hostess, waitress, and cook of 
the restaurant in the first Ra-
mada Inn in Conneaut. Betty 
learned how to make intricate 
wedding cakes and became a 
wedding planner before there 
was such a thing! Betty worked 
with hundreds of brides as they 
selected their invitations, ven-
ues and table favors. She made 
beautiful, multi-tiered wedding 

cakes featuring 
fountains and min-
iature groomsmen 
and bridesmaids 
dressed to match 
the wedding party.

B e t t y  g a v e 
birth to six chil-
dren with her first 
husband, George 
Seager: Bonnie, 
Thomas, James, 
Michael, Scherie, 

and Mary, and four with her sec-
ond husband, William Hollings-
head: Zella, Deborah, Leah, and 
William, Jr.  

One of her happiest times in 
life was when she reconnected 
with her high school sweet-
heart, Joseph Hollenshead back 
in Leetonia. They were married 
on June 9, 1977 and were to-
gether nearly 25 years before 
Joe passed away. Betty and Joe 
taught themselves various hand 
crafts and became vendors at 
several large craft fairs, includ-
ing Dollywood in Pigeon Forge, 
TN. Always strong-willed, Betty 
succeeded in almost every 
venture she set her mind to. 
She made and sold hundreds 
of scarves to many of the local 
schools’ clubs and PTAs to sell 
as fund raisers.

Betty was preceded in death 
by her son, Michael, and daugh-
ter, Bonnie. She is survived by 
her remaining eight children, 
as well as many grandchil-
dren, great-grandchildren, and 
great-great-grandchildren.

The family would like to 
thank the staff at Sunset Home 
in Clifton, TX for their won-
derful care of Betty during her 
15-month stay there.

Condolences can be made at 
www.cliftonfh.com.

Volunteer firefighters are 
there when you need them. 
Help them help you by supporting 

fund raisers and making donations.
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School’s In:
Drive Safely 

LL-6CI
$36 PER
RUN TFN
STARTING 07-29-15

TB-6CI

254-829-1121 Elm Mott

Remember to call your 
local fire department or 
sheriff’s office before 
beginning a controlled 
burn. This saves time 

and prevents confusion 
when smoke is reported 

in your area.

Burning is always 
prohibited within the city 

limits of Whitney.

West Shore Civic Association
12ci 
$72 B&W
$112.00 Color
2/1 or 2/8
LL or TB

Application has been made with the Tex-
as Alcoholic Beverage Commission for a 
Q PERMIT by AADHYA ENTERPRISES LLC 

dba PIT STOP ONE, to be located at 209 N 
BOSQUE ST, WHITNEY, HILL, TEXAS. Partners 

of said corporations are CHINMAY KAPUR 
- PARTNER AND SUMAN RAJA CHILUVERU - 

PARTNER

LL
4CI
$28 PER WEEK
1/25 & 2/1
$56 TOTAL

Town Hall Estates Whitney
Long Term Care & Rehabilitation 

is taking applications for:

101 San Marcus St. • Whitney, TX
254-694-2233

“Where Love Makes The Difference”
EEOC

LVN/RN
10 P.M. - 6 A.M.

CNA
 LVN/RN   Part Time

FDI-1916M-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  AECSPAD

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Bank-issued, 

FDIC-insured

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

APY*

%

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 01/25/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and 
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured 
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial 
advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate 
risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the 
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may 
not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not 
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All 
CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Craig G Montgomery, AAMS™ 
Financial Advisor

1512 Brazos St 
Whitney, TX 76692 
254-694-6964

1-year

4.70
We're more than just a great rate

Check out a book and enter 
the drawing for movie tickets 
for “A Man Called Otto” star-
ring Tom Hanks, compliments 
of the Cliftex Theater in Clif-
ton. The movie is based on 
Fredrik Backman’s book “A 
Man Called Ove.” 

Fredrik Backman is our 
featured author of the month; 
check out our display at the 
front desk.

The Book Club had a fun 
meeting last week when they 
met via Zoom with author 
Heather Webb who wrote 
“The Next Ship Home.” Stop 
by or call the library to join in 
the lively monthly discussions. 
There are two more scheduled 
meetings with authors this 
year, so don’t miss out.

Looking for work and not 
sure how to get started? Get 
an introduction to the Tex-
as Workforce website every 
Thursday at the library. You’ll 
learn features such as creating 
a resume, searching for a job, 
education resources, financial 
aid, and tips such as how to in-
terview for a job.  

Discover job fairs and 
in-person and distance classes 
on becoming more proficient 
at marketing your skills and 
talents. You’ll have a leg up on 
the competition!

About Us
 The library is located at 602 
East Jefferson Avenue in Whit-
ney and can be reached at 254-
694-4639. You may also visit the 
library website at www.whitney 
library.org. Scan the QR code 
below to access the library 
website and see what activities 
and resources await you.

Heart Month and Upcoming ActivitiesHeart Month and Upcoming Activities

Texas state parks to hold Texas state parks to hold 
photo contest this yearphoto contest this year

FEBRUARY ADS 2023

Brought to you by
The Whitney

Church of Christ
“Because We Care”

Sunday, February 5
Topics subject to change without notice

Watch each Sunday morning:

7:30 a.m. Waco, KWTX TV
Channel 44 

7:30 a.m. KTXD TV
Channel 47

8:30 a.m. KTXA TV
Channel 21

Brought to you by
The Whitney

Church of Christ
“Because We Care”

Watch each Sunday morning:

Sunday, February 12
Topics subject to change without notice

7:30 a.m. Waco, KWTX TV
Channel 44 

7:30 a.m. KTXD TV
Channel 47

8:30 a.m. KTXA TV
Channel 21

Brought to you by
The Whitney

Church of Christ
“Because We Care”

Watch each Sunday morning:

Sunday, February 19
Topics subject to change without notice

7:30 a.m. Waco, KWTX TV
Channel 44 

7:30 a.m. KTXD TV
Channel 47

8:30 a.m. KTXA TV
Channel 21

Brought to you by
The Whitney

Church of Christ
“Because We Care”

Sunday, February 26
Topics subject to change without notice

Watch each Sunday morning:

7:30 a.m. Waco, KWTX TV
Channel 44 

7:30 a.m. KTXD TV
Channel 47

8:30 a.m. KTXA TV
Channel 21

2.5.23 – “Christ Living in You”
Can people see that you have been 
close to Christ? Can they see Christ 
living in you? Each of us must ex-
amine himself from time to time to 
see whether he is living in the faith 
and serving the Lord.

2.12.23 – “Love and Respect”
God commands husbands to love 
their wives even as Christ loved the 
church and commands wives that 
they respect their husbands. When 
husbands love and wives respect, 
their homes will blossom with love 
and unity.

2.19.23 – “Near the Cross”
Fanny Crosby wrote, “Jesus, keep 
me near the cross, There a precious 
fountain, Free to all, a healing 
stream, Flows from Calvary’s 
mountain.” It’s vital for Christians 
to remember what the Lord Jesus 
sacri� ced at the cross.

2.26.23 – “I Surrender All”
To become a Christian, one must 
deny himself, bow his knees, and 
surrender himself totally to the 
Lord. Since the Lord Jesus gave up 
everything for us to save us from 
sin and bless us, we must learn to 
give our all to Him.

2-1 2-8 2-15 2-22

 “Christ Living in 
You”

Can people see that you have 
been close to Christ? Can 

they see Christ living in you? 
Each of us must examine 

himself from time to time to 
see whether he is living in the 

faith and serving the Lord.

“Love and Respect”

God commands husbands 
to love their wives even as 

Christ loved the church and 
commands wives that they 

respect their husbands. 
When husbands love and 

wives respect, their homes 
will blossom with love and 

unity.

 “Near the Cross”

Fanny Crosby wrote, “Jesus, 
keep me near the cross, 
There a precious fountain, 
Free to all, a healing stream, 
Flows from Calvary’s moun-
tain.” It’s vital for Christians 
to remember what the Lord 
Jesus sacri� ced at the cross.

“I Surrender All”
To become a Christian, one 

must deny himself, bow 
his knees, and surrender 

himself totally to the Lord. 
Since the Lord Jesus gave 

up everything for us to save 
us from sin and bless us, we 

must learn to give our all 
to Him.

Kopperl ISD to Kopperl ISD to 
host Valentine's host Valentine's 
For VeteransFor Veterans
 Kopperl ISD will host its 
annual Valentine's for Veter-
ans event in the Kopperl ISD 
gymnasium at 1 p.m. Tuesday, 
February 14. 
 The school's Valentine's Day 
event theme is "HOME," which 
stands for "Helping Our Mili-
tary Endure."      
 Event organizers encourage 
the public to attend and hear 
various speakers on the subject 
of building the home environ-
ment of America together. 
Attendees will be celebrating 
freedom with the school, which 
stands as a commemorative 
partner for the 50th commem-
oration of the Vietnam War.
 Those who wish to honor 
all veterans and their families, 
from any time of service, are 
welcome to attend.
 Organizers said that they look 
forward to this special event 
and appreciate the efforts of all 
involved in planning this tribute 
to veterans.

Newsletter by Tricia Shelton

Well, we are seeing RED 
this month at Hill Regional 
Hospital and Silver Con-
nections (SC)! It’s Heart 
Month, and we have activi-
ties planned that need a res-
ervation.

Reminder! February 14 – 
Valentine’s Day – is the SC 
Lunch & Learn program, 
beginning at 11:15 a.m. at 
Central Baptist Church in 
Hillsboro. Guest speaker 
Tesa Spell, Doctor of Nurs-
ing Practice, will speaking 
to us about heart health, cer-
tainly a subject apropos for 
everyone. But her talk will 
also focus on some of the dif-
ferences women may experi-
ence with heart disease and a 
heart attack.  

There is no cost to attend 
Lunch & Learn, but we must 
have an RSVP by calling 
254-580-8888. Please leave 
the names of all persons at-
tending and a phone number 
should we need to call for 
some reason (like snow!), 
but otherwise we will not 
plan to call. Your call is your 
reservation.   

You know, we eat lunch 

every month at a differ-
ent venue with our Lunch 
Bunch. What a great time 
to have fellowship and may-
be eat at a new or familiar 
place with friends. We’ll met 
at the Lone Star Café Texas 
Grill in Hillsboro at 11:30 
a.m. Thursday, February 9. 
We love it there, and that is 
National No One Eats Alone 
Day! Bring a friend with you. 
Please RSVP. Following that 
we’ll celebrate President’s 
Day Monday, February 20, 
with breakfast at Texas 
Great Country Café in Whit-
ney. It begins at 9 a.m., and 
you know to RSVP.  

Lunch & Learn, along with 
our Lunch Bunch and Break-
fast Club, are all events in 
February. To show support 
for Health Month, please 
wear red for each event.  

As for travel, we have only 
two spaces left for The Ark 
Encounter on October 22, 
but we are opening now for 
reservations for a Branson 
trip to see Queen Esther at 
the Sight & Sound Theatre 
in August. We are custom-
izing an itinerary now and 

substituting some different 
shows in for those we have 
already seen. It’s August 14-
18, and I’m not even sure of 
pricing. I’m expecting close 
to $750-800. Again, there 
will be only one bus and an 
itinerary unlike any other. 

AARP Safe Driving class 
will be in session – in Hill-
sboro at Hill Regional Hos-
pital on Wednesday, March 
15, and in Whitney at the 
Senior Center on March 29. 
Call 254-580-8888 to re-
serve your place. Cost is $20 
for AARP members; $25 for 
non-members. It is up to you 
to check with your insurance 
carrier on whether or not 
they offer a rate discount 
on your car insurance, but 
AARP will issue a certificate 
of completion as proof you 
took the class.  

There are many ways to 
meet and greet old friends 
and make new ones. Remem-
ber membership in Silver 
Connections is always FREE. 
Call me and let’s connect! 

LW Public 
Library  
News
Denise Carter, Library Director

 In honor of their 100-year 
birthday celebration, Texas 
State Parks will host a photo 
contest throughout 2023 with 
the chance to win park passes, 
H-E-B gift cards and even a 
curated state park experience.
 The contest will have four 
seasonal prize winners before 
the public votes on the grand 
prize winner at the end of the 
year.
 “We can't wait to see the 
parks through our visitors' 
eyes,” said Whitney Bishop, 
social media coordinator for 
Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment (TPWD). “There 
are so many special moments 
to capture, from watching a 
beautiful sunset to catching 
your first fish. This contest 
is about more than taking 
pictures. It’s about making 
memories.”
 The contest kicked off in 
January with the theme of “New 
Year, New Adventure” and will 
offer a new theme every season. 
A panel of TPWD judges will 
select quarterly winners who 
will each receive a Texas State 
Parks Pass valued at $70 and a 
$100 H-E-B gift card donated 
by the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Foundation (TPWF).
 Voting for the grand prize 
winner begins in December. 
The lucky winner will receive 
a Texas State Parks Pass, a 
$500 H-E-B gift card donated 
by TPWF and a VIP-curated 
experience at a Texas State 
Park.
 All entries must be taken 
at a Texas State Park or Nat-
ural Area and uploaded to 
the Texas State Parks Photo 
Contest website or tagged 

on Facebook, Twitter or In-
stagram using the hashtags 
#TexasStateParks and #Texas-
Parks100, between January 1 
and November 27.  Note that 
an individual’s social media 
account privacy settings may 
affect entries.
 Participants may submit 
multiple entries. For details 
about the contest, including 
a link to the contest rules 
and a gallery of entries, visit 
the Texas State Parks Photo 
Contest website.
 For more information on 
the Centennial Celebration 
(including other upcoming 
community events), the his-
tory of Texas State Parks and 
how to make a day visit or 
overnight reservation, visit 
the Texas State Parks 100 
Years website at TexasState 
Parks.org/100years.

4-H Shooting 4-H Shooting 
Sports open Sports open 
to membersto members

Youth who enjoy the out-
doors, shooting or archery 
are invited to join 4-H Shoot-
ing Sports. The program is 
for young people from eight 
to 18 and teaches firearm 
safety and responsibility, all 
in a safe and fun competitive 
environment.

Shooting Sports offers 
many disciplines, including 
rifle, pistol, shotgun, archery 
and muzzle loading. The pro-
gram allows participants to 
compete at the county, dis-
trict, state and even national 
level. 

Hill County has its own 
club and is always looking for 
new shooters to join in the 
fun. Club meetings are held 
at the Texas A&M Agrilife 
Extension Office in Hillsboro 
every fourth Tuesday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. 

To learn more, visit the 
Hill County 4-H Shooting 
Sports Facebook page or con-
tact the Extension Office at 
254-582-4022.

Pesticide Pesticide 
training set training set 
in Meridianin Meridian

The Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service in Bosque 
County will host a private 
applicators pesticide training 
Friday, February 24, at 104 
South Fuller in Meridian. 

Registration will begin at 
8:15 a.m. with the training 
starting at 8:30 a.m. and con-
tinuing until noon.

The training is open to the 
public. The cost of the class is 
$75. A Laws and Regulation 
Manual and a Private Applica-
tor Study guide is mandatory 
and included in the class cost.

To register or for more in-
formation, call the Bosque 
County Extension Office at 
254-435-2331 or visit http://
bosque.agrilife.org.

Individuals with disabilities 
who require an auxiliary aid, 
service or other accommoda-
tions in order to participate in 
Extension-sponsored events 
are encouraged to contact the 
county Extension office a week 
prior to the class to determine 
how reasonable accommoda-
tions may be made.



HILLSBORO        FORD

HILLSBOROFORDtx.com

4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT
$$79.79.9999+T+Taxax

AC CAC Check-Upheck-Up
Includes Cabin Air Filter Includes Cabin Air Filter 

& AC Inspection& AC Inspection

$$89.89.0000+T+Taxax

$$199.199.0000+T+Taxax

BG Transmission FlushBG Transmission Flush

TIRES IN STOCK!
MAJOR BRANDS

AND SIZES!
*SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

Service  Spec ials!

SALES:SALES:
Mon.- Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.Mon.- Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

PARTS AND SERVICE:PARTS AND SERVICE:
Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

andand NOW OPEN NOW OPEN  
Saturdays 8 a.m. until 1 p.m.Saturdays 8 a.m. until 1 p.m.

254-582-5361
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Several Production Jobs Available

Apply in person at 
TOP NOTCH PERSONNEL

101 West Elm, Hillsboro,TX 76645 • hillsboro@topnotchpersonnel.com

Now Hiring
CNC Operators, Night Production Workers, 

Experienced Concrete Workers, Experienced 
Industrial Maintenance. Other Jobs Available Too!

Application has been made with the Texas 
Alcoholic Beverage Commission for a Wine and 

Malt Beverage  Retailer’s  Off-Premise  Permit  
by  Brooke Development Company dba Juni-
per Cove Marina to be located at 420 Juniper 

Cove Road , Whitney, Hill County, Texas 76692. 
Officers of  said  corporation  are  Brad Hassel-

wander- agent, and Jason Duffy- agent. 

LL
4ci
2/1&2/8
$56 total

the siren will only be activated 
in the event of a tornado in 
the area.

LW Needle Arts LW Needle Arts 
Club to meetClub to meet
 Established in October 2014, 
the Lake Whitney Needle Arts 
Club is a local social charitable 
group for adults interested in 
needle arts. Meetings are held 
Tuesdays from 2 to 4 p.m. at 
the City of Whitney Annex. 
Membership is open to adults 
only from the greater Whitney 
area interested in needle arts, 
such as bobbin lace, crochet, 
embroidery, knitting, quilting, 
sewing, tatting or weaving. 

Senior exercise Senior exercise 
classes offeredclasses offered
 Senior exercise classes are 
offered at Open Range Com-
munity Center, located at 757 
FM 1713. Seniors are invited 
to attend for 45 minutes of 
exercise with videos. The group 
meets Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday at 8:30 a.m.

Sign up to receive Sign up to receive 
emergency alertsemergency alerts

Hill County has an emer-
gency notification system to 
keep residents informed in 
the event of severe weather 
and other emergency situa-
tions. Residents can sign up 
to receive phone call, text or 
email updates as needed by 
registering with the Office of 
Emergency Management at 
www.hilloem.com.

Valentine's dinner Valentine's dinner 
tickets availabletickets available
 The Lake Whitney Chamber 
of Commerce will host a Valen-
tine's dinner Tuesday, February 

safety, I would like to see you 
guys address this," he said.
 Precinct 3 Commissioner 
Scotty Hawkins said that radio 
coverage in that part of the 
county has been an issue since 
he began serving as a commis-
sioner, and he is tired of putting 
money towards it. "I'm ready for 
something to work," he said.
 The court unanimously ap-
proved the tower option and 
will pay for half of the project 
out of the county's reserves, 
placing the money back in that 
fund when the second half of the 
federal grant is received.
 Two medical service provid-
ers and one pharmacy provider 
made presentations to the court 
after the county solicited bids 
for inmate medical services. 
 Representatives of Southern 
Health Partners, which has 
been the county's provider for 
the past 13 years, encouraged 
the county to allow them to 
continue working in the jail. 
Their proposal includes a nurse 
on site seven days a week, a 
medical team administrator 
on site eight hours a week and 
additional assistance from a 
medical director and psychi-
atric nurse practitioner and 
telepsychiatry options. 
 Advanced Correct ional 
Healthcare also made a pre-
sentation, saying that they 
provide healthcare in jails and 
juvenile facilities at 350 sites 
in 51 states. The company's 
services would include an 
onsite nurse, site manager and 
practitioner hours, along with 
mental health professionals 
on site 10 hours a week and 
telemedicine capabilities. The 
company also offers education 
for any employees that come 
into contact with inmates.
 While the Southern Health 
Partners proposal includes 
pharmacy services, the Ad-
vanced Correctional Health-

COURT continued from page 1

care option would require 
the county to contract with a 
pharmacy provider.
 Diamond Pharmacy Ser-
vices also provided a presen-
tation and estimated that the 
county could save about 17% 
on its inmate medication costs 
based on receipts from the last 
quarter of 2022. 
 Lewis said that one of the 
reasons the county sought 
bids was to see if savings were 
available as the costs of inmate 
medical care and prescrip-
tions continue to rise. The 
current plan through South-
ern Health Partners includes a 
$25,000 medication cap, after 
which the county must pay for 
prescriptions. Last year, that 
cap was reached by June, and 
the county paid an additional 
$38,000 after that point. 
 After receiving feedback 
from the sheriff's office, the 
court is expected to take 
action on the proposals at its 
next meeting.
 Precinct 1 Justice of the 
Peace Trey Jetton presented 
a request to the court for a 
full-time court clerk position 
to serve in precincts 1 and 
2. Jetton said that the courts 
handled a combined total 
of close to 2,000 cases last 
year and caseloads continue 
to increase as the population 
increases. 
 The judge said that his 
court saw a 43% increase in 
2022 compared to the previ-
ous year, and Precinct 2 had 
an eight-percent increase. He 
said that those numbers don't 
represent the work done for 
death inquests and magistra-
tion.
 Judge Lewis said that while 
he appreciates the work the of-
fices do, he believes the issue 
should be revisited at budget 
time, saying that other offices 
are in the same situation and 

money for the new employee 
is not in the budget.
 The court also discussed 
the need to fill a position in 
Jetton's office temporarily due 
to an employee's expected ma-
ternity leave and the logistics 
of training an employee to 
take on the temporary posi-
tion. After discussion, com-
missioners voted to authorize 
the county judge and auditor 
to work with the four justices 
of the peace to ascertain the 
need and develop a plan for 
hiring an additional employee 
to assist the offices, especially 
Jetton's while his employee is 
on leave.
 Commissioners had a burn 
ban on the agenda for consid-
eration due to the increasing 
numbers of fires, but they de-
cided against it with the wet 
weather moving in last week. 
 Lewis encouraged the pub-
lic to exercise caution, noting 
that weather conditions have 
made burning hazardous. 
Multiple fires the previous 
week started as controlled 
burns and got out of control. 
He also encouraged those 
planning burns to call the 
non-emergency number at the 
sheriff's office as a courtesy 
before starting a controlled 
burn.
 The court appointed mem-
bers to the Emergency Ser-
vices District 1 and 2 boards 
of commissioners. Ken Goins 
was reappointed and David 
Hesselbrock was appointed 
to the ESD 1 board, and Tad 
Duncan and Bob Stahl were 
reappointed to the ESD 2 
board.
 Commissioners also ap -
proved the appointment of 66 
individuals to the Hill County 
Historical Commission.
 The court voted to support 
a grant application from the 
Post Oak Water Supply that 
could fund two projects in Hill 
County. One would install an 
eight-inch main from Hubbard 
west along State Highway 31 
approximately two miles to 
Farm Road 936. That would 
replace a six-inch line that 
is not adequate for growth. 
Another project would replace 
various small water lines to 
reduce water loss.
 Plats were approved by the 
court, including a prelimi-
nary plat for Riley Estates 
in the Whitney area, a minor 

plat for a landowner at Farm 
Road 2114 and HCR 2226 and 
preliminary and final plats for 
another landowner looking 
to divide his property for a 
family farm.
 In other action, the court 
declared miscellaneous infor-
mation technology equipment 
and an envelope folding ma-
chine as surplus property to 
sell, approved an engagement 
letter with Pattillo, Brown 
& Hill for auditing services, 
voted to seek grant funds from 
the governor's office for public 
safety radios and observed 
a certificate of completion 
showing that Treasurer Rachel 
Parker completed a course on 
the Public Information Act.
 The court  convened in 
closed session to discuss eco-
nomic development negotia-
tions, and no action was taken 
when open session resumed.
 The next meeting of the Hill 
County Commissioners Court 
will be Tuesday, February 14.

14, from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m., at 
The Place at Lake Whitney. The 
dinner, which will be $150 a 
couple or $75 for a single ticket, 
will include steak, baked potato, 
green beans, salad, roll and tea. 
There will be a bar and music at 
the event. Reservations must be 
made by Monday, February 6. 
Call 254-694-2540 to purchase 
tickets.

Hook and Needle Hook and Needle 
Friends to meetFriends to meet
 Hook and Needle Friends, 
a newly formed group, invites 
area adults to a needle craft 
get-together. The group will 
meet every Tuesday from 2 
p.m. to 4 p.m., at Lake Whitney 
Senior Center, 503 North Col-
orado Street in Whitney. There 
are no dues, just people with 
common interests. Organizers 
encourage people to come and 
bring their latest works-in-prog-
ress.

Chamber plans Chamber plans 
Cupid ShuffleCupid Shuffle
 Starting at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
February 11, the Lake Whit-
ney Chamber of Commerce is 
urging community members to 
shuffle from one local business 
to the next to stock up on the 
perfect Valentine's Day gifts 
for their loved ones. There will 
be sales, music, games, rock 
painting and sidewalk vendors 
downtown.

City garage sale City garage sale 
permits neededpermits needed
 The City of Whitney is re-
minding residents that they 
must obtain a garage sale per-
mit prior to holding a garage 
sale or yard sale. Permits are 
available at City Hall, located at 
115 West Jefferson Avenue, at a 
cost of $5. Call the city at 254-
694-2261 for more information.

this growth and keep the Texas 
economy thriving.”
 Education and health services 
led job growth in December 
with 12,700 positions added, 
followed by financial activities, 
which grew by 6,300 jobs. Man-
ufacturing employment added 
5,500 jobs over the month.
 The Amarillo and Midland 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas 
(MSA) recorded the lowest un-
employment rates among Texas 
MSAs with a not seasonally 
adjusted rate of 2.6 percent each 
in December, followed by Aus-
tin-Round Rock at 2.7 percent, 
then College Station-Bryan at 
2.8 percent.  
 "With more than 650,000 
jobs added in the past year, 
career opportunities for Texans 
continue to grow,” said TWC 
Commissioner Representing 
Labor Albert Treviño. “TWC 
is here to support our state’s 
growing workforce, and ensure 
Texas is the best place to live 
and work.”

RATES
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