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Birthdays
 Happy birthday to Emily 
Wottrich on February 28. 
Love, Our Savior Lutheran 
Church

see LAKELINE on back

May election May election 
needed for needed for 
city, schoolcity, school
 After the filing period ended 
Friday, February 17, both the 
City of Whitney and Whitney 
Independent School District are 
expected to hold a joint election 
Saturday, May 6.
 Mayor Jerry Barker filed to 
run for re-election, and he will be 
challenged by Janice Sanders. 
 Council members Jason Ince 
and Sam Pierce both filed to 
retain their seats and were the 
only candidates to file for those 
positions.
 Whitney ISD has two three-
year terms available on the school 
board, and three candidates filed 
for a position. AJ Marino, who 
was appointed to fill Lyle Eu-
bank's seat last month, filed to 
continue serving on the board, 
and Nicole Corson and Larry 
Farmer also filed as candidates.
 Those who would like to vote 
in the May election and are not 
already registered to vote have 
until Thursday, April 6, to register 
and be eligible to cast a ballot.
 Early voting in the May elec-
tion will begin Monday, April 24. 
 Candidates for other area 
cities and school districts will be 
featured in next week's edition of 
The Lakelander.

Council selects engineer, surveyor for Council selects engineer, surveyor for 
wastewater treatment plant projectwastewater treatment plant project

WES recognized at board meeting for WES recognized at board meeting for 
passing intruder detection inspectionpassing intruder detection inspection
 The Whitney Independent 
School District Board of Trust-
ees met in a regular session 
Monday, February 13, and con-
gratulated Whitney Elementary 
School for earning a perfect 
score on its intruder detection 
inspection. The board also dis-
cussed the elementary school’s 
middle of the year testing data 
and other agenda items.
 The Texas School Safety Cen-
ter’s intruder detection inspec-
tion that took place Thursday, 
January 19, consisted of four 
parts, and no corrective action 
was needed for any of the parts.
 For part one of the assess-
ment, the intruder detection 
audit, no corrective action was 
needed because no access was 
able to be gained at the campus. 
For part two of the assessment, 
the exterior door audit, no 
corrective action was needed 
because all exterior doors were 
securely locked and closed, and 
no doors were propped open. 
For part three, the classroom 
door audit, no corrective action 
was needed because all interior 

 Mellisa Coffelt , an ag 
teacher at WHS, has lived 
and worked in Whitney for 
the past 18 
years. Coffelt 
enjoys work-
ing with her 
students in 
c lass,  pre -
paring and 
taking them 
to competi-
tions, and livestock shows.  
She said, "I love seeing all 
their hard work pay off." 
Brad Coffelt is Mellisa's hus-
band and teaching partner 
at WHS. All of Melissa and 
Brad's children and grand-
children live in the Whitney 
area. Their children are: 
Brandon and Jessika Wohleb, 
Brody Coffelt and Brizzy 
Bayar (Brody's fiancée) and 
Cooper Coffelt. Their grand-
children are Braden, Rylla 
and Brekken Wohleb. Mellisa 
loves being close to family, 
and she also appreciates 
the people in Whitney and 
the town's proximity to the 
lake. Melissa's family likes to 
travel, camp and go fishing. 
The Coffelts attend Whitney 
Church of Christ and are ac-
tive in the Texas Jr. Hereford 
association and, of course, 
Whitney's FFA program.

Senior Center Senior Center 
to hold potluckto hold potluck
 Lake Whitney Senior Cen-
ter will host a potluck social 
Friday, February 24, at 503 
North Colorado Street in 
Whitney. Organizers en-
courage the public to join in 
on the food, fellowship and 
games. Attendees can  bring 
their favorite dish. Doors 
will open at 4:30 p.m., and 
the meal will begin at 5:30 
p.m. For more information, 
call David Burton at 214-546-
3579.

Chamber to host Chamber to host 
lunch and learnlunch and learn
 The Lake Whitney Cham-
ber of Commerce will hold a 
lunch and learn event featur-
ing Hill County Judge Justin 
Lewis Thursday, February 
23, from noon to 1 p.m. 
Lunch will be provided by 
The Place at Lake Whitney. 
Judge Lewis will discuss data 
gathered about Hill County, 
including the demographic 
profile, retail market, mobile 
data analysis, psychographic 
profile and more. All busi-
ness owners are encouraged 

County to County to 
participate in participate in 
Hillsboro TIRZHillsboro TIRZ
 The Hill County Commis-
sioners Court agreed to par-
ticipate in the Tax Increment 
Reinvestment Zone (TIRZ) 
established by the City of 
Hillsboro for the outlet mall 
property and selected inmate 
medical services providers 
during a meeting held Tues-
day, February 14.
 The City of Hillsboro estab-
lished the TIRZ to support its 
goal of encouraging redevelop-
ment of the mall property. The 
designation allows property 
tax revenue that exceeds what 
would be collected on the 
current base value of the mall 
property to be placed in a Tax 
Increment Fund. That fund will 
be used to support infrastruc-
ture upgrades and other costs 
associated with new develop-
ment at the site for a period of 

Grand jury Grand jury 
returns Feb. returns Feb. 
indictmentsindictments
 A Hill County Grand Jury 
that convened Friday, February 
10, returned the following in-
dictments:
 Timothy Jon Abernathy, 60, 
of Waco, possession of meth-
amphetamine under one gram
 Keonisha Brown, 27, of Hill-
sboro, possession of metham-
phetamine under one gram
 Amber Denise Catham, 33, 
of Hillsboro, assault family 
violence, impeding breath with 
previous conviction
 Demetrius Owen Dorsey, 47, 
of Manor, possession of THC 
under one gram
 Kevin Esparaza, 19, of Fort 
Worth, theft of firearm
 Kimberly Jo Fuller, 50, Mount 
Vernon, possession of metham-
phetamine under one gram
 Roy Gallardo, 37, of Hills-

 The Whitney City Council 
met in a regular session Thurs-
day, February 16, and approved 
a proposal for engineering and 
surveying services related to the 
city's wastewater treatment plant.
 Public Works Director Billy 
Pribble provided background 
information on the issues with 
the plant, which has had Texas 
Commission on Environmental 
Quality (TCEQ) compliance is-
sues for years and has been under 
TCEQ enforcement since 2012. 
The issues stem from the total 
suspended solids in the water 
leaving the sewer plant being too 
high to meet required codes. The 
plant also has an issue with ero-
sion that needs to be addressed.
 Reviewing documents from be-
fore his time with the city, which 
began in September 2019, Pribble 
said that the city requested a 
24-month extension on a TCEQ 
enforcement in 2016 and said that 
replacing the rock reed filters with 
a mechanical filtration system had 
been suggested at that time. 
 The resolution passed by the 
council last week runs down the 
timeline, stating that former City 
Administrator Chris Bentley did 
not provide a response to a letter 

the TCEQ sent to the city in No-
vember 2018, but he submitted 
a response in April 2019 laying 
out a schedule for replacing the 
sewer plant with a new activated 
sludge or extended aeration plant. 
Pribble said that the deadlines in 
that timeline were not met.
 Over the years, the city has 
attempted some fixes, including 
treating the ponds for algae, using 
an engineered filtration system 
and contracting for electrofishing, 
but they were not successful. Prib-
ble said that a chlorine contact 
chamber that went online for E. 
coli reduction in March 2021 was 
highly effective in that effort, and 
the installation of aerators did 
result in a reduction of algae and 
total suspended solids.
 Pribble said that the plant has 
long been an issue and the city 
has allocated a lot of money and 
resources to it. Information pre-
sented at the meeting indicated 
that the style of the plant was out-
dated and not appropriate for the 
area even when it was installed in 
1992.
 Pribble pointed out that even if 
the issue with water quality was 
adequately addressed, the city 
would still have to address the 

erosion problem, which could cost 
more than upgrading to a new 
plant. He also provided examples 
of aggressive enforcement and 
fines that other municipalities 
have faced, saying that it is imper-
ative that the city move forward to 
become TCEQ compliant.
 Clark Associates submitted a 
proposal to perform engineering 
and surveying services, geotech-
nical services and project bidding 
for a new 400,000-gallon per day, 
above-ground wastewater treat-
ment plant. The contract calls for 
the work to be performed at a cost 
not to exceed $131,700.
 More details about the path 
forward will be discussed at future 
meetings, but early estimates 
indicated that a new plant could 
cost $1.6 or $1.7 million at today's 
rates.
 In other action, the council 
approved a proposal from ESESIS 
Environmental Partners to deter-
mine if there are any environmen-
tal concerns at the city annex on 
Colorado Street. 
 Library Director Denise Carter 
recently informed the council that 
the building had issues when the 
library vacated it to occupy its 
new building. 

 The company will conduct an 
asbestos survey and air sampling, 
mold assessment and site assess-
ment at a total cost of $11,370.
 The council also voted to estab-
lish a records management policy 
in compliance with the Texas 
State Library and Archives Com-
mission standards. Mayor Jerry 
Barker presented photos showing 
the city's records stored in storage 
units that are not in compliance 
with required standards. 
 The documents need to be 
inventoried, and it needs to be 
determined whether they are 
archival or permanent records 
and which ones can legally be 
destroyed. The city's new admin-
istrative assistant who has expe-
rience in records management 
is spearheading the effort. The 
council also approved expenses 
not to exceed $10,000 to purchase 
boxes, shelving and to hire a 
records destruction company. A 
climate-controlled storage unit 
has also been rented to properly 
store the records.
 The council also ordered a gen-
eral election to be held jointly with 
Whitney Independent School 
District Saturday, May 6, for the 

see COURT on page 2

see JURY on back

Lady Cougars Lady Cougars 
advance in advance in 
playoffsplayoffs
 The Aquilla High School 
girls basketball team was set 
to advance to the regional 
quarterfinal round of the 
playoffs Tuesday evening, 
February 21.
 The Lady Cougars beat Pe-
nelope 63-23 in the bi-district 
round Monday, February 13, 
before getting a 57-19 win 
over Chester in the area round 
Friday, February 17.
 Team members include 
Raley McCurdy, Addison Har-
well, Kassidee Willbanks, Ava 
Harwell, Harper Hammonds, 
Lily Warren, McKenley Roden, 
Sadie Wilson, Chyenne Allen, 
Makayla Bowman, Abigail Huff-
hines and Morgan Gerik. 
 The girls' head coach is Alix 
Humphries, Payton Casarez is 
assistant coach and Hannah 
Lewis is the team's manager.
 The team was scheduled to 
play Slocum in the regional 
quarterfinal round at Mart 
High School Tuesday night at 
6 p.m.
 
 
 .

Lady Bobcats wrap up successful season

The Blum High School girls varsity basketball team ended its season after a loss in the area round of the UIL playoffs to Rochelle 54-49 Thursday, 
February 16, in Hamilton. The Lady Bobcats end the 2022-2023 season as District 20-1A champions and with a bi-district championship after 
defeating Lingleville 40-38 in the bi-district round earlier in the week.    

doors were closed and locked if 
they had students inside when 
they were checked. For part 
four, weekly door sweeps, no 
corrective action was needed 
because the district was able 
to prove that the doors were 
checked weekly.
 Superintendent John Mc-
Cullough said, “So far we’ve had 
a random audit at the middle 
school and the elementary, and 
both of those have been perfect 
with zero findings and zero 
need for corrective action.”
 Elementary School Principal 
Amber Seely presented the 
school’s middle of the year test-
ing data, including reading and 
math benchmarks and writing 
samples. She went into detail 
about the test results of each 
grade level and noted that there 
was an increase in the number 
of kindergartners who reached 
the masters level on their tests; 
she reported that 74% of kinder-
gartners scored in quintile four 
or quintile five, which is in the 
70% to 100% range. She was 
also impressed with the second 

grade’s test results, although 
there were still areas that she 
would like to see improvement 
in first and second grade. 
 Overall, Seely stated that 
elementary school teachers 
have been working hard in their 
professional learning communi-
ties and recently created a list of 
ways that they can work toward 
improving students’ academic 
achievement. Seely said, “This 
week we will be prioritizing 
things from that list and picking 
which items we want to take 
some action on.”
 To ensure that the district has 
technology anti-virus software, 
the board voted to amend the 
budget by taking $50,000 from 
the fund balance. This change 
was due to a recent ransomware 
attack.
 Kristy Smith, director of 
technology, said, “We had a 
ransomware incident a few 
weeks ago. We were very for-
tunate that it did not spread 
to our mobile devices or our 
desktops. It was caught inside 

see WISD on page 3

see COUNCIL on back
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Looking BackLooking Back
Excerpts from the Whitney Messenger archives
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Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

APY*

%

Finding a great rate on a CD is nice, but to get the most 
from your CDs, you need a strategy. Get in touch to learn 
more. 

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 02/23/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to 
interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose 
principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all 
commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by 
banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

We're more than just a great rate

Craig G Montgomery, AAMS™ 
Financial Advisor

1512 Brazos St 
Whitney, TX 76692 
254-694-6964

4.85 1-year

LL - 11ci/color
2-22-23
$117
Bill

Two offices to serve you better!
Clifton:

410 W. 5th St.  • 254-675-8092 
Whitney:

100 E. Jefferson  • 254-694-5374 

Your Hometown Real Estate Company
RESIDENTIAL

297 CR 1723- Clifton *2/1 ....................................................................................PENDING $59,900
212 F Street- Meridian *2/2 ................................................................................................ $60,000
165 CR 1519- Morgan *2/2 ..............................................................................REDUCED $100,000
100 S. Guadalupe- Whitney *2/1 ....................................................................................  $110,000
103 Guadalupe- Whitney *3/2 ........................................................................................  $149,900
202 S. Ave E.-Clifton*- 3/1- ..............................................................................REDUCED $149,900
211 Lakeshore Tr. - Whitney *3/2 ................................................................... PENDING $159,000
414 S. Llano St. - Whitney *2/1 ........................................................................................$159,900
202 N. Ave. T- Clifton *3/2 ............................................................................... PENDING $199,500
213 Timberline Dr. -Whitney * 4/2 .................................................................REDUCED $199,900
801 Meadowlark St.- Hamilton *3/1 ............................................................. PENDING $199,900
1003 Canton- Cleburne* 3/2 .............................................................................................$249,000
1061 White Bluff Dr.- White Bluff  *3/2 ..........................................................................$289,000
181 Catherine- Whitney* 3/2.......................................................................... PENDING $298,500
227Mohon Dr.- Whitney- 3/2 ............................................................................................$309,900
142 Oak Springs- Whitney 4/2 ........................................................................REDUCED $334,500
111 Live Oak Dr.- Whitney* 2/1 Lakeview .......................................................................$375,000
711 N. San Marcus - Whitney * 3/3  ............................................................... PENDING $399,000
39220 Shadow Ridge Dr.- White Bluff * 3/3 ..................................................................$429,000
17112 Woodlawn Dr. - White Bluff * 3/3 ......................................................REDUCED $429,000
1428 Lakeside Trail- White Bluff *3/2 .............................................................................$554,900
328 HCR 2415 S.- Hillsboro *3/2 on 28 acres ..................................................REDUCED $749,999
321 CR 1630 - Clifton*7/9-Lakeview .................................................................................$777,000
564 CR 3135- Valley Mills *3/2 on 41.7 acres ....................................................................$825,000
1030 Barksdale Ct. - White Bluff *4/4 .............................................................................$939,000

COMMERCIAL
213 S. Bosque St. (HWY 22)-Whitney * Commercial Building ........................................$246,000

#1 Real Estate Company in Hill/Bosque County!
www.bosquerealestate.com

LL-6CI
$36 PER
RUN TFN
STARTING 07-29-15

TB-6CI

254-829-1121 Elm Mott

Whitney FFA member places in Fort Worth
Whitney FFA member Caitlin Poore, a senior at Whitney High School, won 10th place with her steer, Steve, at the Fort Worth Stock Show in the 
Polled Hereford Heavy Weight Class. Caitlin set a goal to get a brand her senior year and was excited about reaching her goal. She has another 
steer, Hank, and she will take him to San Antonio and Houston.

Sentences handed down Sentences handed down 
in 66th District Courtin 66th District Court

Application has been made with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for a [Private Club Registration 
Permit and Beverage Cartage Permit] by [White Bluff 
Property Owner’s Association, Inc.] dba [White Bluff 

Resort], to be located at [7902 Golf Dr.], [Whitney], [Hill 
County], Texas. Officers of said corporation are [James 

E. Fletcher, President; John Bass, Vice President; Joe 
Manders, Secretary; and Jeff Williams, Treasurer].

10 years.
 The county agreed to partic-
ipate at a rate of 100% over the 
10-year period. Commissioners 
also appointed Precinct 4 Com-
missioner Martin Lake and 
County Attorney David Holmes 
as representatives to serve on 
the TIRZ Board. 
 Three companies responded 
to the county’s recent request 
for proposals from inmate med-
ical providers. Southern Health 
Partners, which has been the 
county’s provider for the past 
13 years, submitted a proposal, 
along with Advanced Correc-
tional Healthcare and Diamond 
Pharmacy Services.
 After reviewing the proposals 
and discussions with the sher-
iff ’s office, the court selected 
Advanced Correctional Health-
care, which provides services in 
jails and juvenile facilities at 350 
sites throughout the country. 
 The company’s services will 
include a nurse, site manager 
and practitioner hours, along 
with mental health profession-
als on site 10 hours a week and 
telemedicine capabilities. The 
company also offers education 
for any employees that come 
into contact with inmates.
 Diamond Pharmacy Services 
was selected as the pharmacy 
provider after a review of their 
proposal indicated that the 
county could save money by 
switching to the company.
 The court voted to advertise 
for county supplies, including 
items like fuel, oil, road materi-
als and service contracts. The 
county must seek bids on any 
supplies that are likely to exceed 

a cost of $50,000 per year.
 Commissioners approved 
advertising for sealed bids to 
sell property located at 200 
East Franklin Street, 208 East 
Franklin Street and 210 East 
Franklin Street. The county 
has been attempting to finalize 
the sale of the property, but 
lawyers for the purchaser have 
requested that the property be 
put out for bid with all possible 
addresses first.
 The court approved cancel-
lation of a contract with Tyler 
Technologies for its Execu-
Time software. The program 
was purchased when the last 
county treasurer was in office 
and was intended to help track 
employees’ time, but it has not 
been successful. The company 
will give the county credit for 
the purchase to be put towards 
other Tyler products that are in 
use.
 The court heard a presen-
tation from McKinstry, the 
company that has assisted  the 
county in upgrading to cost-sav-
ing, energy-efficient equipment. 
County Judge Justin Lewis 
said that the chillers that cool 
the courthouse are at the end 
of their expected useful life 
and the county needs to start 
planning to replace them.
 According to McKinstry, 
getting parts for chiller repairs 
is taking about 30 weeks at 
the moment, and it’s taking a 
year or more for new chillers 
to be delivered due to sup-

COURT continued from page 1

ply chain issues. With more 
efficient chillers, McKinstry 
expects that the county can 
save approximately $10,000 per 
year. The court approved using 
McKinstry for the project and 
will review a financing plan at 
a future meeting.
 Commissioners also approved 
two proposals from Pacheco 
Koch/Westwood Professional 
Services regarding survey work 
for two bridge projects in Pre-
cinct 2. The bridges are being 
replaced through a federal pro-
gram administered by the Texas 
Department of Transportation 
at no cost to the county.
 A memorandum of under-
standing was approved between 
the Hill County Sheriff’s Office 
(HCSO) and Mount Calm Inde-
pendent School District. HCSO 
Chief Deputy Scott Robinson 
said that Mount Calm ISD is 
in the process of establishing 
its own police force, and the 
mutual aid agreement explains 
that the entities can provide as-
sistance to one another. It does 
not commit any funds from the 
county.
 Commissioners amended a 
previously approved agreement 
between HCSO and Chicago 
Motors. The sheriff ’s office 
planned to trade in four Chevy 
Tahoes but will now trade three 
due to one vehicle experiencing 
engine failure.
 The court considered action 
on a road in Precinct 1 at the 
request of Commissioner Jim 

Holcomb. The county will send 
letters to property owners on 
Tidwell Drive between Ash 
Ridge and Waupoo Trail off 
of FM 2604 of a possible road 
closure to be considered at a 
future meeting. 
 The court observed and 
recorded the completion of 
training for county officials, 
including required continuing 
education completed by District 
Clerk Marchel Eubank and Pub-
lic Information Act and public 
records training completed by 
County Auditor Sahib Rao.
 Commissioners also ap -
proved a minor plat for Parker 
Creek Ranch, which involves 
the division of a single lot south 
of Itasca, and a final plat for Ri-
ley’s Estates, involving about six 
lots averaging around an acre 
and a half each and located at 
5530 FM 933 in Whitney.
 In open forum, a resident of 
Precinct 1 spoke to the court 
about HCR 1207 between Whit-
ney and Blum. He said that in 
conversations with the previous 
commissioner, residents were 
told that the entire county road 
would be chip sealed and would 
be completed in the spring. 
With a new commissioner now 
in office, residents wanted to 
bring the issue to his attention 
in hopes that the project is still 
on track.
 The court’s next regular 
meeting will be held Tuesday, 
February 28, at 8:30 a.m. at the 
Hill County Courthouse.

 The office of District Attor-
ney Mark Pratt recently pros-
ecuted felony criminal cases in 
the 66th Judicial District Court 
of Hill County. The following 
convictions are for January:
 Joshua Shane Mahloch, 
evading arrest detention with 
vehicle, two years prison
 Jerry Dale Eckert, posses-
sion of methamphetamine 
between one and four grams, 
five years prison
 Danny Ray Jackson, pos-
session of methamphetamine 
between four and 200 grams, 
six years prison
 Tommie Curtis Goad, pos-
session of methamphetamine 
between four and 200 grams, 
15 years prison
 Adam Joe Knust, evading 
arrest detention with previous 
conviction, nine months state 
jail
 Jade Michael Cantwell , 
assault family violence of a 
household member with pre-
vious conviction, five years 
prison
 Edith Maria Vargas, aban-
doning or endangering a child, 
intentionally/knowingly/ reck-
less/criminal negligence, eight 
months state jail
 Nicholas Cavazos, tamper-
ing or fabricating physical 
evidence with intent to impair, 
17 years prison; possession of 
methamphetamine between 
four and 200 grams, 17 years 
prison
 Paul David Cortez-Gomez, 
unauthorized use of a vehicle, 
three years prison
 Isaac Anders Ramirez III, 
unlawful possession of a fire-
arm by a felon, four years 
prison; forgery of a financial 
instrument, four years prison
 Frazier Rutherford Lew-
is, evading arrest/detention 
with previous conviction, six 
months state jail
 Leslie Allison Wimberly, two 

counts forgery of a financial 
instrument, 12 months state 
jail
 Michael Ray Smith, aban-
doning or endangering a child, 
criminal negligence, 15 months 
state jail
 Tony Ray Thompson, assault 
of a family or household mem-
ber, impeding breath or circu-
lation with previous conviction 
IAT, four years prison
 Jimmy Ray Adams, posses-
sion of THC under one gram, 
14 months state jail
 Garth Dane Braswell, pos-
session of methamphetamine 
under one gram, 12 months 
state jail
 Chelsea Shantel Wager, pos-
session of cocaine under one 
gram, nine months state jail
 Christopher Scott Neal, 
theft of property between 
$2,500 with two or more pre-
vious convictions, 12 years 
prison
 Francisco Orozco, unlawful 
possession of a firearm by a 
felon, five years prison; con-
tinuous violence against the 
family, two years prison; pos-
session of methamphetamine 
between four and 200 grams, 
five years prison
 Wendy Lynn Bennett, bail 
jumping and failure to appear 
on a felony charge, five years 
prison; possession of metham-
phetamine under one gram, 12 
months state jail
 Zachariah Antonio Garcia, 
evading arrest detention with 
a vehicle, five years prison; 
evading arrest detention with 
a vehicle, five years prison 
 John Brandon Trussell, driv-
ing while intoxicated, third or 
more, five years prison
 Douglas Dakota Jones, con-
tinuous violence against the 
family, three years prison
 District Judge Lee Harris 
presides over the 66th Judicial 
District Court.

Lake WhitneyLake Whitney

FISHING REPORTFISHING REPORT

(Feb. 15) Great. Water light-
ly stained; 50 degrees; 6.38 feet 
below pool. Crappie are good in 
pre-spawn mode. Fish are sus-
pended in the main creek chan-
nel 5-20 feet deep'. Catching 
single roaming fish suspended 
on timber near the mouth of the 
main creek in 10 feet of water. 
Report by Robert Stover, Work-
ingman Crappie Guide. 

Stripers are good to 12 
pounds in the river above the 
lake and in huge schools of fish 
on the main lake near McCown 
Valley. Black bass fishing is 
good to excellent on soft plas-
tics worked near creek entranc-
es and just off the Bluffs. Crap-
pie are excellent in the river 
near Kimball Bend. Report by 
Michael Acosta, Unfair Advan-
tage Charters. 

Striped bass are good, catch-
ing good numbers schooled 
up in 15-20 feet of water dead-
sticking with shad swimbaits. 
Striped bass are holding to 
the same pattern and can be 
caught deadsticking flukes or 
slow trolling swim baits and 
umbrella-rigs along the edges 
of the river channel and near 
flats. Fish are scattered so look 
for flocks of diving birds, fish-
ing from the state park on the 
south end up towards the Mc-
Cown flats and all the way to 
the north end past Steele Creek. 
Report provided by Kraig Sex-
ton, Sexton's Guide Service 
LLC, Fishing Charter, Marine 
Electronics & Whitney.
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MEDICARE SOLUTIONS FOR TEXAS
Do You Have Medicare Questions? We Have Answers!

Doug Coursey  - Independent Broker

* Medicare Supplements   * Medicare Advantage Plans           
* Prescription Drug Plans

BENEFIT SPECIALISTS FOR:

Turning 65 soon? Call us to discuss your options.

Call today with your questions or for a free consultation.
254-694-1148

Local Independent Agents helping Texans since 1980
Visit our website: www.healthinsurancesvc.com  

Email us: doug@phisvc.com

Professional Health Insurance Services

Fuel At Competitive 
Prices

24 HOUR FUELING
NON ETHANOL

• On Road Diesel
 • Off Road Diesel

• Gasoline
• Oil

• Lubricant
• Pumps - Parts

• Equipment - Tanks

MyattFuels.net
Clifton: (254) 675-8107        West: (254) 826-5101

BOTH LOCATIONS!

Call, email 
or stop by 
and see us 

today! 
 254-694-4344

ads@lakelander.com

109 W. Washington

Downtown Whitney

TACKLEBOX 
CLASSIFIEDS 
GET RESULTS! 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Several Production Jobs Available

Apply in person at 
TOP NOTCH PERSONNEL

101 West Elm, Hillsboro,TX 76645 • hillsboro@topnotchpersonnel.com

Now Hiring
CNC Operators, Night Production Workers, 

Experienced Concrete Workers, Experienced 
Industrial Maintenance. Other Jobs Available Too!

12 ci Combo
$129.60
Run TFN

All Types Roofing 
 • Room Additions

Interior & Exterior Paint 
Siding & Gutters • Windows

We install Mueller Metal Roofs
FREE ESTIMATES

(888)726-4322 • (254)399-9061

Inc.

"We will meet or beat 
ANY competitor’s written estimate"

JOIN US THIS SUNDAY

SUNDAY SCHOOL AT 9:30AM
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP AT 10:50AM

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES AT 6:00PM

PROCLAIMING GOD'S TRUTH, IN LOVE, 
TO EVERY GENERATION

For more information about the church, visit 
www.fbcwhitney.org or call the church office

We hope to see you soon!

209 N. San Marcos • Whitney • 254.694.2555

our servers. As soon as we 
discovered it, I pulled out my 
cybersecurity book, and we 
went by the book, shutting 
everything down. When we 
called the campuses, every-
body did exactly what I asked. 
Everybody shut everything 
down and let us do what we 
needed to do on our side to 
get everything cleaned up and 
rebuilt.” 
 The district has 32 servers, 
and six were hit with the ran-
somware file. “They could tell 
that the file was dated 2019, 
so it could’ve been sitting 
out there for that long, and 
somebody clicked it, or it had 
a timer that went off at that 
particular time. All it did was 
encrypt. It didn’t take our 
files and send them out. It just 
shut everything down inside,” 
Smith said. 
 Smith said that she reported 
the attack to the FBI and the 
TEA, and the files were able 
to be restored fairly quickly.
 During administrators' re-
ports, Intermediate School 
Principal Layna Philipp said 
that her campus will soon start 
a program called Push. She 
said, “Our instruction leaders 
of the campus will teach kids 
in a whole group scenario. 
Myself, the assistant principal, 
reading and math specialists 
will bring the kids into the 
cafeteria with them. It will be 
a little bit of a break for guided 
instruction, to ensure our kids 
are getting what they need.” 
 Phillip was a teacher for 14 
years before she became an 
administrator, and she said 
that she is looking forward to 
taking on a teaching role for 
Push. “The science of teach-
ing is interesting to me, but 
the heart of teaching is what 
I am (about) and how I go 
about doing campus business. 
I’m excited to model that for 
everybody,” Philipp said.
 Middle School Principal 
Kendra Hensley reported that 
the middle school was able to 
partner with the high school 
so that eighth graders could 
listen to Damon West, the 
motivational speaker who 
spoke at the high school Mon-
day, February 6. She said that 
the middle schoolers are still 
talking about the uplifting 
message. During the week of 
the board meeting, Hensley 
said that the middle school 
celebrated kindness week 
by having dress up days and 
kindness challenges.
 Academically, most subject 
levels and grade levels at the 
middle school will complete 
their curriculum at the end of 
this month, and then students 
will be taking mock STAAR 
tests.
 High School Principal Amy 
Leech said that Jennifer Ryan, 
former elementary school 
P.E. teacher, spearheaded the 
effort for Damon West speak-
ing at the high school. Part 
of West’s message compared 
the ability to make positive 
change to the coffee bean's 
ability to change a boiling pot 
of water into coffee. To keep 
the positivity and motivation 
going, local coffee shops such 
as Lazy Llama, Overflow Cof-
fee and Brewed Awakenings 
have donated gift cards so that 
students and staff members 
can nominate people who they 
think of as "coffee beans" to 
receive a gift card to a local 
coffee shop.
 Leech said that interim test-
ing for English I and English II 
would be held the week that this 
newspaper is published. 
 She also noted the WHS’s 
German Club advanced to the 

state competition in almost 
every event they participated 
in.  
 Leech and Hensley were set 
to attend a webinar on vaping 
in the coming weeks. Leech 
said, “That continues to be 
something that we are battling 
with constantly, along with ev-
ery school across the nation.”
 Also at the meeting, Adrian 
Marino took the oath of office 
and was officially sworn in 
as a new school board mem-
ber. The school board will 
hold an election for two seats 
Saturday, May 6. The board 
approved the joint election 
agreement between Whitney 
ISD and the City of Whitney, 
so elections for both the school 
board and the city will be held  
in the Whitney Administration 
Board Room, located at 305 
South San Jacinto Street.
 A  proper ty  b id  in  the 
amount of $3,709.42 was ac-
cepted for Lake Edge Harbor 
Lot 180, which represented 
the minimum bid at the time 
of the sheriff ’s sale in July of 
2021. The property is a vacant 
lot on Farm Road 1713 that is 
wooded and will need to be 
cleared off.
 The board voted for a reso-
lution regarding employee pay 
during the weather emergency 
that took place January 31, 
February 1 and February 2. 
This ensures that all WISD 
employees will get paid for the 
days that the school was closed 
due to the winter weather.
 The board approved a lo-
calized policy manual update. 
One piece of the update was 
for the district’s guardian plan. 
The text states that guardians 
must be authorized by the 
school board; guardians are 
allowed to carry on district 
property at school-related 
events or school-sponsored 
activities; and the guardian 
program is completely volun-
tary. Possession of firearms 
must be a part of the district’s 
emergency operation proce-
dures.
 Superintendent McCullough 
announced the resignation of 
the following employees: Tina 
Meadors, Amber Laningham, 
Gena Arnold, Kristie Alli-
son-Bailey and David Davis. 
After the closed session, All 
current WISD administrators 
were approved for a new con-
tract for 2023-2025.
 WISD’s staff member of 
the month for the month of 
February is Dawnanita James, 
second grade teacher.  
 In her nomination state-
ment, Principal Seely wrote, 
“Mrs. James is a very dedicat-
ed, hard-working teacher on 
our campus. She uses a variety 
of teaching methods to meet 
the needs of all her students. 
She utilizes data reports to 
help her develop lessons and 
increase student-achieve -
ment…Mrs. James works hard 
to build strong relationships 
with the students and their 
families. The students in her 
class respect one another and 
celebrate each other’s accom-
plishments. She is known to 
create a chant or quote for 
inspiration to help encourage 
and inspire students.” James’ 
class showed great improve-
ment in the middle of the year 
math benchmark, with 89% of 
her class meeting the middle 
of the year goal." 
 After McCullough read the 
nomination statement, James 
said, “This is my passion. It’s 
not a job for me. It’s my life.”
 The next  school  board 
meeting will be held Monday, 
March 6.

WISD continued from page 1

Preservation assessment, Preservation assessment, 
survey continue at museumsurvey continue at museum

The board of the Hill County Cell Block Museum has been working with 
Architexas to assess the museum and prepare it to reopen to the 
public. Executive Director Holly Harris is pictured above with associ-
ates from Architexas assessing the foundation.

 Architexas, a Dallas-based 
architecture firm specializing 
in historic preservation, was 
on the grounds of the Hill 
County Cell Block Museum 
in Hillsboro recently to assess 
the condition of the museum’s 
foundation.
 This project is a continua-
tion of an ongoing preserva-
tion assessment and survey 
that began late last year.
 The crew, led by Hill County 
Commissioner Martin Lake, 
dug two large test pits along 
the north wall and northwest 
corner of the museum build-
ing. The test pits began as 
4’ by 4’ holes and were ulti-
mately dug to the depth of the 
structure.
 An unusual concrete pro-
tuberance was revealed at 
the test pit in the northwest 
corner. 
 Associates from Architexas 
speculate the protuberance 
may indicate a previous repair 
of the foundation, but at this 
time it is unclear. The board of 
directors is currently awaiting 
a complete report and archi-
tectural survey results.
 Membership dues from the 
general public are critical to 
keep the museum on a trajec-
tory to repair the building and 
reopen its doors to the general 
public. Dues are as follows: 
$5 student, $25 individual, 
$35 family, $100 contributor 
(individual or corporate). 
Dues extend from January to 
December of each calendar 
year.
 The museum, located one 
block north of the courthouse 
in the old county jail house 
(1893-1983), was awarded a 
Texas Historical Marker in 
1981 and is entered in the 
National Register of Historic 
Places.
 The museum was the old 
county jai l ,  completed in 

1893. The architect was W.C. 
Dodson, who also designed 
the Hill County Courthouse. 
The jail was built by Lovell 
& Hood at a cost of $26,220. 
The front part of the building 
served as living quarters for 
the sheriff's family, and the 
rear housed the cell blocks, 
kitchen facilities and sheriff's 
office. Prisoners were kept 
there until April 1983, at 
which time the Hill County 
Historical Commission ob-
tained the old jail to restore 
and use as a county museum.
 Contact Cell Block Museum 
Executive Director Holly Har-
ris at uswim2017@gmail.com 
with any questions.

Are you a retired teacher? If 
so, you’re invited to attend the 
annual meeting of the Retired 
Teachers Association at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday, February 28.

Join the discussion of “False 
Victim” by Kathie Truitt when 
the Book Club meets next Tues-
day, February 28, at 1:30 p.m. 
All are welcome to attend and 
talk about this book based on a 
true story.

Next Wednesday, March 1, 
from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m., learn 
about how Medicare can help 
you with your health care needs.

Stop by and discover our 
author of the month, Robyn 
Carr, and check out some of 
her books.

Consider joining the 250 pa-
trons who are Friends of the 
Library and enjoy the perks of 
membership. Stop by the library 
for details. Our book sale con-
tinues, so stop by soon and find 
good deals on books you love.

LW Public 
Library  
News
Denise Carter, Library Director
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BLUM UNITED METHODIST  
208 E 5th Street,  Blum

Pastor Kaitlynn Shannon 
(Talk or Text)
254-221-6285

Sunday Services 9:30am

— Multi Denominational —
RIVER OF LIFE

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Just West of LW Dam 

at Smith Bend on FM 2114
108 CR 3625 • Clifton 

 254-622-8555
Rev. Jeff & Linda Bilton

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:20 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship 
10:30 a.m.

www.facebook.com/riveroflifetx

— Nazarene —
WHITNEY FIRST CHURCH 

OF THE NAZARENE
1103 N. Brazos St., Whitney

254-694-2949
Pastor: Billy Stone

Sunday School.....9:30am 
Fellowship.....10:30am 
Worship.....10:45 a.m.

MONDAYS
Women’s Bible Study...10:00Am

WEDNESDAYS
Bible Study...7:00pm

www.whitneynazarene.com
whitneyfcn@gmail.com    

For information on listing your church in the directory  
Call 254-694-4344 / Email ads@lakelander.com

PEORIA BAPTIST 
1347 FM 1947 • Hillsboro, Texas

Pastor - Eddie Booth
Sunday School.....10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship.....11 a.m.

PRAIRIE VALLEY BAPTIST
741 HCR 2101 – 5 mi. S. of Whitney

254-694-2056
www.prairievalleybaptist.org
Rusty Penney, Senior Pastor

Chris Eller, Interim Youth Pastor
Joann Penney, Children’s Dir.

SUNDAY
Sunday School…..9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship…..10:45 a.m.
Adult Bible Study....5-6 p.m.

Young Adults & Youth
Bible Studies & Fellowship....5-7 p.m.

MONDAY
Men’s Prayer Group.....7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Adult Bible Study....6-7 p.m.

Youth Bible Study & 
Fellowship...6-8 p.m.
Children’s Games & 

Bible Study..6:00-7:30 p.m.

STEINER BAPTIST 
Independent 1611 K.J.V. Baptist

“The Little Brown Church”
FM 1713 Between

Katy Bridge &  Hwy. 56
John Moore, Pastor 254-205-9558

Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Sunday Evening.....6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening.....7:00 p.m.

TOWASH  BAPTIST
2 miles S. of Whitney on Highway 22

Dr. Bruce Page, Pastor
Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Service.....6:00 p.m.
2nd /4th Wed. Town Hall.....6:30 p.m.

TRIANGLE PARK BAPTIST
104 Pleaasant Dr. • Lake Whitney 
Near Bonanza Shopping Center

HOME: 254-694-5571
CELL: 254-479-1709

Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.

Sunday Evening Service.....5:30 p.m.
Wed. Night Bible Study.....6:30 p.m.

— Bible —
BETHEL BIBLE CHURCH

5 Miles East of Whitney on Hwy. 22,
 then 2 Miles North on FM 3050

Pastor - Robert Wilkinson
254-580-8491

Sunday School......9:45 a.m.- 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.

Sunday Evening.....5:00 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting....5:00 p.m. 

— Church of Christ — 

Laguna Park Church of Christ
7136 FM 56 

(South of Hwy 22 intersection)
Mike Haynes, Minister

 Sunday Bible 
Class....................10:00

Morning Worship...........11:00
Evening Service...........4:00p

 
WHITNEY CHURCH OF CHRIST

Downtown Whitney
Bruce Martin, Minister

Sunday Morning Bible Class.....9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....10:00a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship.....5:00pm
Wednesday Evening Bible Study.....7:00 p.m.

— Christian — 
Non Denominational 
OLIVE BRANCH CHURCH
(FULL GOSPEL- POST TRIB)

907 E. Pick St. • Whitney 
Bland & Pat Baker,  Pastors

Sunday Morning Worship...10:30 a.m..

— Cowboy —

OPEN RANGE 
COWBOY CHURCH     

582 FM 1713 • Whitney 
254-694-7543

Pastor - Gerald Dudley
General information email address:

orccoffice@yahoo.com
Early Sunday Worship.....8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship.....10:00 a.m.
Children’s Church.....10:30 a.m.

 
— Fellowship —

WHITNEY FELLOWSHIP
AT THE FORUM

101 N. Brazos • Whitney
Dell Glenn, Pastor

254-266-0050
Sunday Worship.....10:30 a.m.

— Inter Denominational —

WHITE BLUFF CHAPEL
FM 933 North in White Bluff Resort

Dr. Randy Marshall, Pastor
 Bible Study - 8:00a.m. & 9:00a.m.

Sunday Worship 
9:00a.m. & 10:30a.m.

Youth Fellowship - 6:00p.m.
254-694-7060

email: office@whitebluffchapel.org
website: www.whitebluffchapel.org

— Lutheran —

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN 
Highway 22 West  • Whitney

254-694-3234
www.oslcwhitney.org
Rev. Philip Wottrich

Sunday Bible Study.....8:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service.....10:00 a.m.

— Methodist —

KING MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Kaitlynn Shannon

254-694-2599
502 N. Colorado •  Whitney

email: kmumc@windstream.net
SUNDAY

Sunday Morning Casual Worship 
8:00 a.m..

Morning Worship ................11:00 a.m. 
(In person and Online)

MONDAY
ESL Classes 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

TUESDAY
LW Senior Center.....9 a.m.-1 p.m.

KING MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST

THRIFT STORE
Tuesday 9:00 am – 1:00 p.m.

Saturday 9:00 a.m. – p.m. 

KOPPERL METHODIST 
CHURCH

144 FM 1859, 2 Blks. E. of FM 56, 
Kopperl • 254-715-6139
Reverend John Wood

Sunday Morning Worship.....9:00 a.m.
Sunday School.....10:00 a.m.

UM Women (3rd Wed.)....6:00 p.m.

— Anglican —
OUR LADY OF THE

LAKE ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Hwy. 22 • Laguna Park

1 mi. West of Dam
 214-256-1497

www.ourladyanglican.weebly.com 
Holy Communion Sunday.....11:15 a.m

— Assembly of God —

ABIDING LIFE CHURCH
(Christ Centered - Family Oriented)

North FM 933 • 1105 N. Brazos
Whitney • 254-694-2147
Curtis McGehee, Pastor 

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Family Night (Bible Classes) 
Wednesday..7:00 p.m.

Prayer Meeting Saturday..6:00 p.m.
Visit our website 

abidinglifechurch.org

— Baptist —

AQUILLA FIRST BAPTIST 
Jesse Motley, Pastor

Sunday Bible Study.....9:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Prayer.....6:00 p.m.
Wed. Children’s  & Youth..6:00 p.m.

CEDAR CREEK BAPTIST
5643 FM933 • Whitney 

 254-221-0820
 www.cedarcreeklife.org

Rev. Ricky Gobert , Pastor
SUNDAY

Sunday School.....9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship..10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship...5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Teamkid and youth programs.. 

5:30–7:15

FIRST BAPTIST OF KOPPERL
177 FM Kopperl

Pastor Darrell Wallace
254-889-3579

Sunday Sunday School- 9:45am
Community Breakfast
 (1 st. Sun) 9:30am

Sunday morning Worship 11am
Wednesday

Team Kid- 6:30pm
Youth Meeting- 6:30pm

FIRST BAPTIST
OF LAKESIDE VILLAGE

Steve Allen, Pastor
156 CR 1307 • Lakeside Village 
(west side of lake off Hwy. 56)

254-775-4705
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.

FIRST BAPTIST
Jay Morris, Senior Pastor

Randy Hayes, Worship Pastor
Jason & Karminn Elmore, Youth Ministry

Maggie Smith, Director of Children’s 
Ministries

209 N. San Marcos, Whitney
www.fbcwhitney.org

254-694-2555
SUNDAY

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:50 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Kidz Klub, Youth & Adult Bible 

Study....6:00 p.m.

FORT GRAHAM BAPTIST 
FM 933 5 miles N. • Whitney

2 miles W. on FM 2604 
254-694-5472

gofgbc@gmail.com
Bryan Hill, Interim Pastor

Sunday School.....9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.
Sunday Children’s Church.....11:00 a.m.

THRIFT STORE
Every Mon. & Sat.....10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

LAKE WHITNEY BAPTIST
642 CR 3118 • Whitney

Located off Hwy. 22 on CR 3118
Near Laguna Park • 254-622-8339

Carrol Hambrick, Pastor
Ronnie & Lee Ann Bosher - Music

Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship.....10:50 a.m.

Evening Service.....5:00 p.m.

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events
Newsletter by Tricia Shelton

What a wonderful day Val-
entine’s Day was. Thanks to all 
who came to a great luncheon 
and to hear Tesa Spell tell us 
about heart health. Thanks, 
too, for so many of you who 
wore red in support of Heart 
Month.  

Our Matter of Balance class-
es in both Hillsboro and Whit-
ney are going strong. Did you 
miss out? We have very limited 
spaces available in our next Hill-
sboro class, set to begin March 
21, meeting for eight weeks 
from 10 a.m. to noon at Hill 
Regional Hospital. There is NO 
cost to attend, as this is a grant 
program from the Area Agency 
on Aging. You must sign up by 
calling Tricia at 254-580-8888.  

As for our regular exercise 
classes, we have video sessions 
from the Grow Young Fitness 
series and about three regulars 
who come on M-W-F from 9 to 
10:30 a.m. These are self-paced 
DVDs and give you a very good 
workout while either sitting or 
standing by your chair. They 
are intended for seniors 60+. 
Come join us. No one want to 
exercise alone.

As for travel, The Ark En-
counter and Creation Museum 
trip on October 22nd is full, but 
you can be on the waiting list. 
People often have to drop out. 
But we are opening now for res-
ervations for a Branson trip to 
see Queen Esther at the Sight 
& Sound Theatre on August 
14-18. We are customizing an 
itinerary now and substituting 
some different shows in for 
those we have already seen. 
I’m not sure of pricing but am 
expecting close to $750-800. 
Again, there will be only one 
bus and an itinerary unlike any 
other. At this time, because not 
all details are available on the 
shows, I’m just asking for your 
interest level.  

AARP Safe Driving class 
will be in session – in Hillsboro 

at Hill Regional Hospital on 
Wednesday, March 15, and in 
Whitney at the Senior Center 
on March 29. Call 254-580-
8888 to reserve your place. Cost 
is $20 for AARP members; $25 
for non-members. It is up to you 
to check with your insurance 
carrier on whether or not they 
offer a rate discount on your car 
insurance, but AARP will issue 
a certificate of completion as 
proof you took the class.  

And...let’s play ball! We have 
set a date for the now regular 
Silver Connections/Hill Re-
gional Hospital outing at the 
Cleburne Railroaders Station. 
Come on out on Saturday, June 
17, about 5:30 p.m. to listen to 
some live music, meet some 
of the players and the mascots 
and take some photos, and root, 
root, root for the home team 
against the Milwaukee Milk-
men. The cost of $20 includes 
a free hot dog, chips and soft 
drink. Children three and under 
are free. For now, just let me 
know you want to come and I’ll 
call for your payment later. One 
of our own emergency room re-
sponders will get to toss out the 
first ball as The Railroaders are 
honoring first and emergency 
responders. 

Mardi Gras is going on, and 
I’ll be celebrating with several 
Silver Connections members 
on a Royal Caribbean Cruise 
to the Western Caribbean this 
week. I’ll be swimming with the 
dolphins, zip lining (yes, I am!), 
and holding a sloth. There are 
many ways to meet and greet 
old friends and make new ones 
– whether it’s a cool travel expe-
rience, a Lunch Bunch or Break-
fast Club (Tuesday, March 7, at 
R&K in Hillsboro) encounter, 
exercise class or educational 
experience. Remember, mem-
bership in Silver Connections 
is always FREE. Call me at 
254-580-8888 and let’s connect 
and...play ball!

Football pool benefits Paw Pals
Rita Graig, with fellow employees of First National Bank of Central Texas, participated in a football pool 
with the prize being donated to a nonprofit organization of choice. Graig won and donated $200 to Hill 
County Paw Pals. This amount will cover 40 rabies vaccinations or three neuter/spay surgeries. Pictured 
are Desiree Rasco and Victoria Stine, the cattery volunteer team, and Graig. Hill County Paw Pals ex-
presses thanks for the support of its efforts as a total volunteer animal shelter organization. For more 
information about Paw Pals, visit www.hcpawpals.org or call 254-580-0679.

HCRTA to hear HCRTA to hear 
program on program on 
patio gardenspatio gardens

The Hill County Retired 
Teachers Association will 
meet at 10 a.m. Tuesday, 
February 28, at the Lake 
Whitney Public Library. 

The first 30 minutes of the 
meeting will be devoted to 
business. There are standing 
rules that are to be approved 
at this time.

Master Gardeners of Hill 
County will present the pro-
gram, “Patio Gardening.”  
Retirees will learn about 
growing vegetables, flowers 
and herbs in pots and how 
to arrange these plants in an 
attractive display.

Members are also encour-
aged to bring books to the 
meeting for the Children’s 
Book Project.  

The public is invited and 
encouraged to attend.

The library is located at 
602 East Jefferson Avenue in 
Whitney.

HHSC warns Lone Star Card users of scamsHHSC warns Lone Star Card users of scams
 The Texas Health and Human 
Services Commission (HHSC) 
is receiving an increase in re-
ports of scams targeting clients 
who use Lone Star Cards and 
is urging Texans who receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (SNAP) and 
Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF) benefits to 
monitor purchases on their 
Lone Star Card through the Your 
Texas Benefits mobile app.
 HHSC recently released an 
updated version of the Your Tex-
as Benefits mobile app that helps 
clients manage their benefits. 
Using the app, available for Ap-
ple and Android mobile phones, 
card holders can monitor card 
purchases, freeze and unfreeze 
their card and change their PIN.
 “We hope these resources 
and outreach efforts will mini-
mize the fraud we’re seeing in 
Texas,” said Texas HHS Access 
and Eligibility Services Deputy 
Executive Commissioner Wayne 

Salter. “We encourage clients to 
take immediate action to secure 
their benefits.”
 Scammers are primarily using 
“skimming” and “phishing” to 
obtain Lone Star Card num-
bers and personal identification 
numbers (PIN). “Skimming” is 
where devices are placed on card 
readers to capture information, 
and “phishing” is when a text 
message or email is sent to trick 
people into clicking a link or 
calling a number to share card 
information.
 The HHSC Office of Inspec-
tor General, which operates the 
OIG Fraud Hotline, has initiated 
32 investigations in the 2023 
fiscal year involving Lone Star 
Card skimming. This is com-
pared to 108 cases in the prior 
fiscal year, which ended August 
31, 2022.
 HHSC is helping clients keep 
their benefits safe by sharing tips 
and encouraging them to use 
the new features included in the 

Your Texas Benefits mobile app. 
 Clients should protect them-
selves by checking their balance 
frequently and changing their 
PIN on a regular basis. Clients 
should also note that HHSC will 
never reach out by phone, text 
or email to ask for their card 
number and PIN.
 A new EBT fraud web page 
in English and Spanish has tips 
and resources for clients to 
learn how to protect themselves 
against fraud. 
 Those affected by Lone Star 
Card fraud should take immedi-
ate action by calling the Lone 
Star Help Desk (800-777-7328) 
and reporting it to the HHSC 
Office of Inspector General 
(800-436-6184) and local law 
enforcement. 
 If clients need assistance with 
food, they should contact a local 
food bank or food pantry. They 
can find one in their area by 
calling 2-1-1 and selecting option 
1, or by visiting 211Texas.org.
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2.5.23 – “Christ Living in You”
Can people see that you have been 
close to Christ? Can they see Christ 
living in you? Each of us must ex-
amine himself from time to time to 
see whether he is living in the faith 
and serving the Lord.

2.12.23 – “Love and Respect”
God commands husbands to love 
their wives even as Christ loved the 
church and commands wives that 
they respect their husbands. When 
husbands love and wives respect, 
their homes will blossom with love 
and unity.

2.19.23 – “Near the Cross”
Fanny Crosby wrote, “Jesus, keep 
me near the cross, There a precious 
fountain, Free to all, a healing 
stream, Flows from Calvary’s 
mountain.” It’s vital for Christians 
to remember what the Lord Jesus 
sacri� ced at the cross.

2.26.23 – “I Surrender All”
To become a Christian, one must 
deny himself, bow his knees, and 
surrender himself totally to the 
Lord. Since the Lord Jesus gave up 
everything for us to save us from 
sin and bless us, we must learn to 
give our all to Him.

2-1 2-8 2-15 2-22

 “Christ Living in 
You”

Can people see that you have 
been close to Christ? Can 

they see Christ living in you? 
Each of us must examine 

himself from time to time to 
see whether he is living in the 

faith and serving the Lord.

“Love and Respect”

God commands husbands 
to love their wives even as 

Christ loved the church and 
commands wives that they 

respect their husbands. 
When husbands love and 

wives respect, their homes 
will blossom with love and 

unity.

 “Near the Cross”

Fanny Crosby wrote, “Jesus, 
keep me near the cross, 
There a precious fountain, 
Free to all, a healing stream, 
Flows from Calvary’s moun-
tain.” It’s vital for Christians 
to remember what the Lord 
Jesus sacri� ced at the cross.

“I Surrender All”
To become a Christian, one 

must deny himself, bow 
his knees, and surrender 

himself totally to the Lord. 
Since the Lord Jesus gave 

up everything for us to save 
us from sin and bless us, we 

must learn to give our all 
to Him.
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CALL 9-1-1
IN AN EMERGENCY

Always call 9-1-1 
directly, instead of 
non-emergency city 
numbers, to ensure 

that help reaches you 
as quickly as possible 

in an emergency.
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Application has been made with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for a [Private Club Registration 
Permit and Beverage Cartage Permit] by [White Blu�  
Property Owners' Association, Inc.] dba [White Blu�  

Resort], to be located at [101 Meadow Park Dr.], [Whit-
ney], [Hill County], Texas. O�  cers of said corporation are 
[James E. Fletcher, President; John Bass, Vice President; 
Joe Manders, Secretary; and Je�  Williams, Treasurer].

 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office made an arrest and 
booked a subject into jail at 
10:26 p.m. Monday, February 
13.
 According to reports, au-
thorities made contact with 
a 23-year-old man in the 100 
block of Cottontail Trail in 
Whitney. 
 He was charged with crimi-
nal trespassing and terroristic 
threat of a family or household 
member.
 Deputy Jerry Chitwood 
made the arrest and booked 
the subject into the Hill Coun-
ty Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 A subject was taken into 
custody by the Hill County 
Sheriff ’s Office and booked 
into jail at 12:22 p.m. Monday, 
February 13.
 Reports indicated that au-
thorities took a 21-year-old 
woman into custody at the 
Community Supervision and 
Corrections Department for 
insufficient bond on a charge 
of possession of marijuana 
between four ounces and five 
pounds. 
 Bonds totaling $40,000 
were set on Vivian Griffin.
 Deputy Ty West made the 
arrest and booked the subject 
into the Hill County Law En-
forcement Center

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office booked a subject into 
jail at 6:59 p.m. Monday, Feb-
ruary 13. 
 According to reports, a 
34-year-old man surrendered 
to authorities on a motion to 
adjudicate guilt for a charge of 
unauthorized use of a vehicle. 
 Deputy Jose Solis made the 
arrest and booked the subject 
into the Hill County Law En-
forcement Center.

**********
 A subject was taken into 
custody by the Hill County 
Sheriff ’s Office at 5 p.m. Mon-
day, February 13.
 Reports indicated that au-
thorities took a 49-year-old 
man into custody at the Com-
munity Supervision and Cor-
rections Department. He had 
a motion to adjudicate guilt on 
a charge of terroristic threat of 
a family or household member.
 Deputy Ty West made the 
arrest and booked the subject 
into the Hill County Law En-
forcement Center.

**********

Hill County Sheriff ’s Report
 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office took a subject into cus-
tody and booked her into jail 
at 8:16 p.m. Monday, February 
13.
 According to reports, a 
38-year-old woman surren-
dered to authorities. 
 Haley Perdue had a motion 
to adjudicate guilt on a charge 
of theft of property between 
$2,500 and $30,000.
 Deputy Rebecca Lord made 
the arrest and booked the 
subject into the Hill County 
Law Enforcement Center.

 **********
 An arrest was made by the 
Hill County Sheriff ’s Office, 
and a subject was booked 
into jail at 3:50 p.m. Monday, 
February 13.
 Reports indicated that a 
25-year-old woman surren-
dered to authorities on a 
charge of theft of property 
between $100 and $750.
 Deputy Rebecca Lord made 
the arrest and booked the 
subject into the Hill County 
Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office took a subject into 
custody at 2:39 p.m. Tuesday, 
February 14.
 According to reports, a 
29-year-old Hillsboro man 
was taken into custody at the 
Hill County Courthouse for 
bond forfeiture on a charge of 
driving while intoxicated.
 The man was booked into 
the Hill County Law Enforce-
ment Center.

**********
 An arrest was made by the 
Hill County Sheriff ’s Office, 
and a subject was booked into 
jail at 2:54 p.m. Wednesday, 
February 8.
 Reports indicated that a 
21-year-old man was taken 
into custody at the Commu-
nity Supervision and Correc-
tions Department. 
 Jasper Anderson had a 
violation of court-ordered 
supervision on a charge of 
aggravated robbery.
 Deputy Jose Solis made the 
arrest and booked the subject 
into the Hill County Law En-
forcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office took a subject into 
custody and booked her into 
jail at 4:55 p.m. Wednesday, 
February 8.
 According to reports, au-

thorities took a 34-year-old 
woman into custody at the 
Community Supervision and 
Corrections Department.
 Chasity Cookston had a 
violation of court-ordered 
supervision on a charge of 
possession of a controlled 
substance between one and 
four grams and a violation of 
court-ordered supervision on 
a charge of bail jumping and 
failure to appear on a felony 
charge.
 Deputy Mike Knight made 
the arrest and booked the 
subject into the Hill County 
Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 An arrest was made by the 
Hill County Sheriff ’s Office at 
1:29 p.m. Wednesday, Febru-
ary 8.
 Reports indicated that au-
thorities made contact with a 
40-year-old Abbott woman in 
the 400 block of West Houston 
Street in Abbott. 
 She was charged with as-
sault causing bodily injury to 
a family member.
 The subject was booked into 
the Hill County Law Enforce-
ment Center.

**********

 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office made an arrest at 9:55 
a.m. Friday, February 10.
 Accord ing  to  repor t s , 
authorities transported a 
46-year-old Alvin man from 
the Brazoria County Jail. He 
was charged with failure to 
appear in reference to child 
support. 
 Deputy Mike Knight made 
the arrest and booked the 
subject into the Hill County 
Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 An arrest was made by the 
Hill County Sheriff ’s Office at 
8:32 p.m. Friday, February 10.
 Reports indicated that au-
thorities made contact with a 
47-year-old Rio Vista man. He 
was charged with assault of a 
family or household member, 
impeding breath or circula-
tion.
 Bonds totaling $5,000 were 
set on Monty Buckaloo.
 Deputy RJ Denson made 
the arrest and booked the 
subject into the Hill County 
Law Enforcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff ’s 
Office made an arrest at 8:36 
p.m. Saturday, February 11.
 According to reports, au-
thorities made contact with a 
62-year-old Whitney man near 
the intersection of  Farm Road  
933 and Country Club Road in 
Whitney. He was charged with 
driving while intoxicated.
 Deputy Aaron Stone made 
the arrest and booked the 
subject into the Hill County 
Law Enforcement Center.

**********

Rep. Orr fi les legislation to Rep. Orr fi les legislation to 
preserve Fairfi eld State Parkpreserve Fairfi eld State Park
 Representative Angelia Orr 
fi led House Bill 2332 last week 
in an effort to preserve Fairfi eld 
Lake State Park. 
 “Fairfi eld Lake State Park has 
been treasured by the local com-
munity and park lovers across 
the state for decades, and I am 
proud to do my part to help 
preserve it,” said Orr. “With 
approximately 95% of the land 
in Texas being privately owned, 
public parks like Fairfi eld Lake 
State Park are essential to our 
Texas families.”
 House Bill 2332 would grant 
Texas Parks & Wildlife Depart-
ment eminent domain author-
ity specifi cally to acquire any 
property necessary to preserve 
Fairfi eld Lake State Park.
 Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment (TPWD) announced 
last week that after more than 
50 years of public use and out-
door recreation by Texas fam-
ilies, Fairfi eld Lake State Park 
is scheduled to permanently 
close to the public February 
28. TPWD was notified by 
its lessor, Vistra, the owner of 
the site, that the land lease for 
Fairfi eld Lake State Park was 
terminated due to the impend-
ing sale of the property. Texas 
State Parks has 120 days to 
vacate the state park before it is 
turned over to the new owner, 
Todd Interests.
 “This is an unprecedented 
loss of a state treasure for 

Texans,” said David Yoskowitz 
Ph.D., Executive Director of 
TPWD. “The demand for out-
door recreation exceeds supply 
in Texas, so losing even one 
state park is a setback for all of 
us who enjoy publicly accessible 
lands. We have worked diligent-
ly to fi nd a solution that would 
allow TPWD to purchase part, 
or all of the property, and it is 
unfortunate that an agreement 
could not be reached at this time 
with Vistra or the buyer.”
 Rep. Orr said, “I want to 
commend our Freestone Coun-
ty community members and lo-
cal elected offi cials for working 
hard to raise public awareness 
of this park’s future and making 
their voices heard. My offi ce 
has received correspondence 
from hundreds of constituents 
and park lovers across the state 
urging us to do what we can to 
save the park.”
 This year marks the 100th 
anniversary of the creation of 
the Texas State Parks system. 
 The State of Texas and the 
Parks & Wildlife Department 
have invested over $70 million 
in the development and oper-
ation of Fairfield Lake State 
Park, and the park welcomes 
80,000 visitors annually.
 House District 13 includes 
Bosque, Falls, Freestone, Hill, 
Leon and Limestone counties 
and a portion of McLennan 
County.

This Week’s Night SkyThis Week’s Night Sky

StartalkingStartalking
With Larry Smith, Retired Astronomy RangerWith Larry Smith, Retired Astronomy Ranger

National Park ServiceNational Park Service

Look west just after sunset 
to catch Venus and Jupiter 
hanging above the horizon. 
Venus is lower and brighter 
(magnitude –3.9 - THAT’S 
BRIGHT), while magnitude 
–2.1 Jupiter stands to the 
upper left of the blazing eve-
ning star.

Zoom in on Jupiter with a 
telescope or strong binocu-
lars around 6:50 P.M. CST to 
see the small moon Io already 
transiting the disk. Within 
10 minutes, Io’s shadow has 
joined it, slipping over the 
cloud tops from the east. Io is 
slightly larger than our moon 
with erupting volcanoes.

Mercury is quickly grow-
ing harder to catch in the 
pre-dawn sky, dropping low-
er each morning even as its 
brightness slightly increases 
with increasing proximity to 
the Sun. This week may be 
your last chance to catch it 
for a while, but it begins to 
appear as an evening star by 
the end of March. The tiny 
planet glows and is 85 per-
cent lit through a telescope. 
The Moon, quickly approach-

ing New, is now just 5 per-
cent illuminated, with just 
its western limb (east on the 
sky) left in sunlight. 

Thanks for reading, and 
REMEMBER: turn down 
night lights so that we 
may look up! Questions? 
Llsmith47@aol.com

Disaster 
could show up at 
YOUR doorstep.

Make a 
plan today.
Ready.gov/plan

Bus spots nowBus spots now
available for available for 
Hill County DayHill County Day

Reservations are now being 
accepted for Hill County Day 
in Austin, set for Thursday, 
March 16.

The day will include vis-
iting with state leaders and 
attending opening sessions 
for both the House of Repre-
sentatives and Senate.

A catered barbecue meal 
will be served at noon in the 
Legislative Conference Center 
in the capitol’s underground 
extension.

Senator Brian Birdwell and 
Representative Orr are ex-
pected to address the group 
during lunch. 

Speakers for the afternoon 
include representatives from 
Comptroller of Public Ac-
counts, Secretary of State, 
Texas Farm Bureau and an-
other state agency. 

The cost of the bus trip and 
lunch is $30 per person. For 
those taking their own vehi-
cle, lunch will be $20. 

Sponsors for the trip in-
clude Neal T. (Buddy) Jones 
and his firm, HillCo Part-
ners-Platinum; Oncor, Cit-
izens National  Bank and 
Hillsboro Chamber of Com-
merce-Gold; HILCO-Silver; 
and Paulette and Eugene 
Fulton and Hubbard Chamber 
of Commerce-Bronze

The trip is hosted each leg-
islative session by chambers 
of commerce from Hillsboro, 
Whitney, Itasca and Hubbard.

Two buses have been re-
served to carry 100 local 
residents on the trip. 

The group will leave His-
toric City Hall at 127 East 
Franklin Street in Hillsboro 
at 6:30 a.m. and return at 
approximately 6:30 p.m. that 
evening.

To make reservations or for 
more information about the 
trip, contact the Hillsboro 
chamber at 254-582-2481 or 
1-800-HILLSBORO. 

Paid reservations must 
be received by Wednesday, 
March 8.

4-H Shooting 4-H Shooting 
Sports open Sports open 
to membersto members

Youth who enjoy the out-
doors, shooting or archery 
are invited to join 4-H Shoot-
ing Sports. 

The program is for young 
people from eight to 18 and 
teaches firearm safety and 
responsibility, all in a safe 
and fun competitive environ-
ment.

Shooting Sports offers 
many disciplines, including 
rifle, pistol, shotgun, archery 
and muzzle loading. 

The program allows youth 
participants to compete in 
events held at the county, dis-
trict, state and even national 
level. 

Hill County has its own 
club and is always looking for 
new shooters to join in the 
fun. Club meetings are held 
at the Texas A&M Agrilife 
Extension Office in Hillsboro 
every fourth Tuesday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. 

To learn more, visit the Hill 
County 4-H Shooting Sports 
Facebook page or contact the 
Hill County Extension Office 
at 254-582-4022.
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Remember to call your local fire department or 
sheriff’s office before beginning a controlled burn. 

This saves time and prevents confusion when 
smoke is reported in your area.

Whitney VFD can be reached at 254-694-2444 or 254-337-0194, 
and the Hill Co. Sheriff’s Office phone number is 254-582-5313. 

Remember that burning is always prohibited within the city limits 
of Whitney, and never burn during a burn ban.
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Quiet Country Living
- 1, 2 & 3 Bedrooms For Rent -
Families/Elderly/Disabled/Handicap Rent Based On Income.

Range/Refrigerator Furnished - Water/Sewage/Garbage Paid
Central Heat/Air - Full Maintenance

Equal Housing Opportunity - All Applicants Welcome

“Our Family Taking Care of Yours”

Meridian Housing Authority
205 N. 1st Street

P.O. Box 363 • Meridian, Texas  76665 • 254-435-2601
TTY Phone: 1-800-735-2989

purpose of electing a mayor 
and two city council mem-
bers. Early voting will be con-
ducted at the Whitney ISD 
Administration Building, lo-
cated at 305 South San Jacinto 
Street, weekdays from April 24 
through May 2, and election 
day voting will also be at the 
administration building. 
 After receiving proposals 
from two local banks, the 
council selected Citizens State 
Bank as the city's bank depos-
itory. Mayor Barker thanked 
the bank for their service to 
the community and said that 
it offered the best proposal.
 The council accepted 20-foot 
waterline utility easements 
from two property owners 
who plan to build homes on 
State Park Road in an area that 
is not in the city limits but is 
covered by the Certificate of 
Convenience and Necessity 
(CCN), making them eligible 
to receive city water services. 
 In departmental reports, 
Mayor Barker read a proclama-
tion declaring Saturday, March 
11, as Whitney Area Museum 
Day. See accompanying procla-
mation on the back page of this 
edition.
 Event Coordinator Pam 
Townley encouraged the public 
to attend the history tour at 
the museum Saturday, March 
11, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Attendees are encouraged to 
wear vintage costumes, the 
mayor will read the museum 
proclamation and Whitney 
native and poet John Pelham 
will be featured.
 Jeannine Daigneault pre-
sented the library's report, 
which showed 486 visitors in 
January, 25 new cards issued, 
109 reference calls and 82 
computer users. 
 The library continues to host 
groups in its meeting room, in-
cluding the library's book club, 
and tax forms are being offered 
for $0.30 per page during tax 
season. A free Medicare class is 
offered the first Wednesday of 
every month to help residents 
learn about their Medicare 
options.
 Police Chief Kevin Hughes 
provided an update on his 
activities since taking over as 
chief. He has been working to 
update credentialing through 
the Department of Public 
Safety, completing required 
reports and is in the process of 

COUNCIL continued from page 1

conducting a thorough written 
policy review and assessment. 
 He has also conducted an 
assessment of critical infra-
structure, equipment and tech-
nology, identifying several 
areas that need improvement. 
 New Fire Chief David Gilm-
ore spoke to the council and 
said that the department is 
staying busy and thanked 
the volunteers for assisting 
him during the transition. He 
has also been busy preparing 
required state reports since 
taking his position.
 EMS Supervisor John Mar-
tin reported that the depart-
ment is now averaging under 
a five-minute response time 
and is down to four minutes 
and 37 seconds, which is well 
below the national average of 
15 minutes. 
 In his report, Pribble said 
that preparations are being 
made for the upcoming Whit-
ney Youth Association season 
at the city park, and plumbers 
are still being contacted in an 
attempt to repair restroom 
facilities that were vandalized 
with stainless steel products. 
The department has also up-
dated a customer service form 
that can be accessed digitally 
to allow the city to keep track 
of recurring or special situa-
tions. 
 A water sales audit is also 
in progress, and Pribble is 
comparing water sales from 
2021 and 2022 to look for 
any anomalies. This will help 
determine where to allocate 
future improvements, such as 
new water meters.
 In open forum, Lake Whit-
ney Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director Janice 
Sanders said that the chamber 
is encouraging local businesses 
to participate in the museum's 
celebration on March 11. She 
also encouraged the city to 
consider signing a resolution 
in March recognizing Women's 
History Month, and noted that 
the chamber has planned ac-
tivities, including visiting the 
Women of Whitney exhibit at 
the museum following a board 
meeting in March.
 The council convened in ex-
ecutive session, and no action 
was taken when regular session 
resumed.
 The next regularly scheduled 
city council meeting will be 
held Thursday, March 16. 

boro, interfere with emergency 
call with previous conviction; 
assault of a family or household 
member, impeding breath or 
circulation
 Marla Gail Hargrove, 57, of 
Waco, possession of metham-
phetamine under one gram
 OC Hawley III, 45, of Frost, 
possession of methamphet-
amine between one and four 
grams
 Pedro Antonio Leon-Acuna, 
33, of Sachse, driving while 
intoxicated, third or more
 Shane Matthew McManaway, 
33, of Whitney, driving while 
intoxicated with a child under 
15 years of age
 Amy Lorene Massey, 45, of 
Rio Vista, bail jumping and 
failure to appear

JURY continued from page 1

 Brady Robert Moon, 21, of 
Waxahachie, three counts of 
cruelty to non-livestock animals
 Fidencio Sonora, 68, of Cov-
ington, aggravated assault with 
a deadly weapon
 Schyler Dean Tomlinson, 
29, of Lubbock, driving while 
intoxicated, third or more
 Clifford Craig Wilson Jr., 
39, of Hillsboro, possession of 
methamphetamine under one 
gram
 Christopher Scott Yeates, 
20, of Alvarado, two counts of 
aggravated sexual assault of a 
child
 The cases were presented 
to the grand jury by District 
Attorney Mark Pratt. District 
Judge Lee Harris presides over 
the 66th Judicial District Court.

to attend. The event will be at 
the Lake Whitney Senior Cen-
ter, 503 North Colorado Street.

LW Needle Arts LW Needle Arts 
Club to meetClub to meet

Established in October 2014, 
the Lake Whitney Needle Arts 
Club is a local social charitable 
group for adults interested in 
needle arts. Meetings are held 
Tuesdays from 2 to 4 p.m. at the 
City of Whitney Annex. Mem-
bership is open to adults only 
from the greater Whitney area 
interested in needle arts, such 
as bobbin lace, crochet, embroi-
dery, knitting, quilting, sewing, 
tatting or weaving. 

LAKELINE continued from page 1

Museum plans Museum plans 
history tourhistory tour
 The Whitney Area Museum 
and the City of Whitney will 
present a history tour at the 
museum from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, March 11. The public 
is welcome to attend wearing 
costumes from their favorite 
era. The tour will include an 
in-depth display of the Battle 
of the Benches, featuring po-
ems by Whitney native and 
published poet John Pelham. 
Mayor Jerry Barker will also 
read a proclamation at the 
event. For more information, 
call 254-266-3405.

CCRC King and Queen
Country Club Retirement Community recently recognized its Valentine's 
Day king, Clayton McConnell, and queen, Sue Bruce, pictured above.


