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Steve Peacock has lived in 
the Whitney area since he 
graduated college. "I have 
so many friends here," he 
said. "I 
wouldn’t 
want to 
be any-
w h e r e 
e l s e . " 
Steve is 
current-
ly a loan 
officer at 
Citizens 
National Bank in Hillsboro, 
and he has been a banker 
for six years. Before his time 
as a banker, Steve owned 
and operated Whitney Auto 
Sales for 31 years. He and 
his wife, Cathy, have been 
married for almost 35 years. 
She is a retired special edu-
cation teacher and taught at 
Whitney ISD for 30 years. 
The Peacocks have a daugh-
ter, Sadie, who lives in Wylie 
and a son, Jacob, who lives 
in Abilene with his wife 
Kaylea and their two chil-
dren, Emily Rea and Charlie. 
Steve has been involved in 
many civic organizations in 
the Whitney area for the past 
36 years and is currently a 
director of the Lake Whitney 
Chamber of Commerce. In 
his free time, Steve enjoys 
working in his yard, golfing 
and cooking barbecue. 

LWARS to hold LWARS to hold 
March meeting March meeting 

The Lake Whitney Am-
ateur Radio Society will 
meet at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
March 18, at the Lake 
Whitney Public Library.  
Members and guests are 
welcome. Anyone who is 
interested or curious about 
amateur radio is invited to 
attend. Immediately follow-
ing the business portion of 
the meeting, Brian Weers-
tra, amateur radio callsign 
KI5FXR, will give a presen-

WISD board votes to increase retention stipendsWISD board votes to increase retention stipends

Scammers target area Scammers target area 
using Hill Co. numbersusing Hill Co. numbers

Hill County Grand Jury Hill County Grand Jury 
returns indictmentsreturns indictments

City Council City Council 
meeting set meeting set 
for Thursdayfor Thursday
 The Whitney City Council 
will meet in a regular session 
Thursday, March 16, at 6 p.m.
 The council will hear a pre-
sentation from Atmos regarding 
utility improvements in the city. 
 An ordinance approving 
amendments to the city's bud-
get and authorizing the transfer 
of $270,040 from the reserve 
fund to the general fund will be 
considered.
 The council will consider an 
amendment to the code of ordi-
nances to create a park board.
 The council will consider 
entering into a public finance 
contract with Government Cap-
ital Corporation for $594,216 to 
fund water meters in the city.
 An interlocal agreement be-
tween the city and Hill County 
identifying the entity autho-
rized to regulate subdivision 

Waco man sentenced for 2020 Waco man sentenced for 2020 
murder in Walmart parking lotmurder in Walmart parking lot

Fellowship of Retired Coaches Fellowship of Retired Coaches 
founder seeks local membersfounder seeks local members

Retired high school coach Mitch Reed recently moved from the Houston 
area with his wife to build a home in the Lake Whitney area. He founded 
Fellowship of Retired Coaches in 2020 and is working to add members 
to the group. He is pictured above with his father, Bob Reed, who was 
instrumental in getting the organization off the ground.

MHMC to host MHMC to host 
free clinic Sat.free clinic Sat.

Mission Hillsboro Med-
ical Clinic, located at 120 
East Franklin Street in Hill-
sboro, will be open Satur-
day, March 18, for its third 
Saturday clinic. Registration 
begins at 6 a.m. Residents of 
Hill County without medical 
insurance are eligible to be 
seen. Patients are seen on a 
first-come, first-served basis 
with proof of address. Leave a 
message at 254-479-1489 for 
more information.

Lake Level
on March 12

527.16’
Normal Elevation 533.00’

Lake Watch is provided by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers on 

Lake Whitney

The Whitney Independent 
School District Board of Trust-
ees met in a regular session 
Monday, March 6, to approve 
an increase in the retention sti-
pends for all WISD employees, 
discuss the future possibility of 
repaving the parking lot near 
the bus barn and hear other 
reports.

In August, the board ap-
proved a retention stipend for 
all WISD employees in the 
amount of $1,500, with half of 
that amount being distributed 
in October and half of it being 
distributed in April. The board 
voted to increase the amount 
distributed in April from $750 
to $1,000.

Russell Gauer, director of 

operations, presented infor-
mation to the board on asphalt 
paving bids for the district’s 
transportation road and park-
ing lot. “If you’ve ever had to 
drive down to the warehouse 
and to the bus yard, you can 
tell, especially when it rains, 
that it’s not something that 
you want to drive a lot,” Gauer 
said.

During the school board 
meeting, Gauer stated his team 
had filled in one of the potholes 
in the transportation road a 
week ago, and the pothole was 
already back due to the wind. 
Gauer provided information on 
the three bids for the board’s 
consideration and suggested 
the bid that stood out to him as 

the most thoroughly planned. 
Gauer had discussed a timeline 
with this bidder, who stated 
that the road improvement 
work could begin in June and 
end in July.

“Anytime it rains, there at 
the bus barn you’re going to 
have water that wells up on the 
northeast side. Then around 
the corner of the warehouse 
on the west side, there is a big 
pool that gathers there,” Gauer 
said. The bidder that Gauer is 
recommending discussed pro-
viding culverts as part of the 
deal.

Based on the financial status 
of the district, Gauer recom-
mended that the board vote to 
use chip seal as an alternative 

to asphalt. To allow the board 
time to think over the financial 
decision, the agenda item to 
approve an asphalt paving bid 
for the transportation road and 
parking lot was tabled and will 
be discussed further in future 
meetings.

The board voted to amend 
the budget by taking money 
out of the data processing fund 
and moving it to the JJAEP 
fund. The funds needed for 
JJAEP vary each school year 
and can be difficult to predict, 
which can lead to the need for 
adjustments in the budget. 
Assistant Superintendent Mel-
ody Haley had also planned a 
budget amendment in case the 
board approved an asphalt pav-

ing bid. If the board approves 
repaving the transportation 
road in the future, a portion of  
the funds will come out of facil-
ities, and a portion will come 
out of transportation.

Melissa Marbut, director of 
assessment and accountability, 
summarized the content con-
tained in the annual report for 
the 2021-2022 school year. She 
stated that the report is a cul-
mination of all the information 
that has been presented to the 
board for the previous school 
year. The report consists of 
eight sections. The first sec-
tion, which makes up the ma-
jority of the report, is the Texas 
Academic Performance Report 

Birthdays
 Happy Birthday to Eileen 
Winter on March 17. Love, 
Our Savior Lutheran Church

see LAKELINE on page 2

 A Hill County Grand Jury that 
convened Friday, March 3, re-
turned the following indictments:
 Peyton Belvin, 30, of Caddo, 
Oklahoma, possession of THC 
between one and four grams
 Jason James Bush, 24, of 
Burleson, assault of a family or 
household member, impeding 
breath or circulation; assault of 
a family or household member, 
impeding breath or circulation
 Taylor Leigh Ann Cooley, 22, 
of Kilgore, theft of firearm
 Ismael Corrall, 49, of Hillsboro, 
unlawful possession of a firearm 
by a felon
 Josephine Anne Edwards, 
25, of Hillsboro, abandoning or 

endangering a child, criminal 
negligence
 Patricia Rene Faught, 46, of 
Santa Anna, possession of meth-
amphetamine under one gram
 Yandy Marino, 34, of Broken 
Arrow, Oklahoma, possession of 
marijuana between four ounces 
and five pounds
 Gabriel Michael Martinez, 21, 
of Clifton, three counts of online 
solicitation of a minor under 14 
years of age; three counts of on-
line solicitation of a minor under 
14 years of age
 Jose Marino Palacios, 59, of 
Pueblo, Colorado, possession of 
marijuana between four ounces 

State qualif ier
Nine members of the Whitney 
High School boys powerlifting 
team advanced to the regional 
competition in West held Satur-
day, March 11, and Giovanni San-
chez, pictured above, advanced 
to the state competition with a 
f ifth-place f inish in his weight 
class and a qualifying total of 850 
pounds. Trey Haynes also placed 
fourth in his class at regionals. 

 Hill County Judge Justin 
Lewis announced Friday, March 
10, that scammers have been 
making calls from numbers 
that show up as Hill County 
Courthouse office numbers.
 Residents have reported re-
ceiving threatening calls from 
numbers that appear to be from 
an official county office, such as 
the county judge’s office.
 The judge said that the coun-
ty will never call and ask for 
credit card information over 
the phone or call and threaten 
to make an arrest.
 The Federal Communications 

Commission refers to these 
incidents as "spoofing"—when 
a caller deliberately falsifies the 
information transmitted to your 
caller ID display to disguise 
their identity. 
 Scammers often use "neigh-
bor spoofing" so it appears 
that an incoming call is coming 
from a local number that you 
trust. If you answer, they try to 
steal your money or valuable 
personal information.
 "If you receive calls of this 
nature, please hang up on that 
person and disregard their 
threats," Judge Lewis said.

 Fellowship of Retired Coach-
es is a nonprofit service or-
ganization that is growing 
and thriving into a statewide 
organization. Any former or 
retired men and women from 
the Texas coaching profession 
are welcome to join founder 
and director Mitch Reed for 
brunch Wednesday, March 29, 
at 10 a.m. at Johnny's Place 
in Clifton. Membership and 
brunch are free.  
 Fellowship of Retired Coach-
es is comprised of retired coach-
es and is committed to serving 
and supporting current, future 
and lifetime members of the 
Texas coaching profession.  
 When Hurricane Harvey 
flooded the Houston area in 
2017, the home of Bill Smith, 
the former head coach at Aldine 
High School, was destroyed.  
Quickly, both former athletes 
and coaches showed up to lend 
a hand. After a few days, only a 
handful of workers were left to 
help with the clean-up and mov-
ing process. They were all close 
friends who worked together 
on Bill’s staff at Aldine and had 
retired. This was a "light bulb" 
moment for Reed.
 Retiring after 36 years in 
the coaching profession, the 
one thing that Reed said he 
missed during retirement was 
the fellowship and camaraderie 

see COACHES on back

see WISD on back

see JURY on back

 A Waco man who was arrested 
after the October 2020 murder 
of a Fort Worth woman in the 
Hillsboro Walmart parking lot 
was recently sentenced to 35 
years in prison in the 66th Judi-
cial District Court. 
 U.S. Marshals served an arrest 
warrant on Alexander Santana 
Aleman, then 20 years old, 
at The Grove Apartments in 
Waco on October 27, 2020. He 
was wanted for murder after 
the shooting that occurred on 
the evening of October 22, 
2020. The victim, a 27-year-
old woman, was shot in her 
vehicle and later died at a 
Waco hospital.
 The sentence followed a 
three-day jury trial in Feb-
ruary in which evidence was 
presented that the woman set 
up a deal where she indicated 
that she wanted to buy mar-

Alexander Santana Aleman
October 2020 booking photo

ijuana from Aleman, but she 
actually planned to rob him 
of the drugs.
 The woman reportedly 
enlisted the help of two male 
acquaintances, but evidence 
presented at trial showed that 
one of the men backed out of 

the plan on the drive from 
Fort Worth to Hillsboro. The 
victim and the other man, 
Ronnie Reese, met Aleman in 
the parking lot, where Reese 
presented Aleman with a few 
dollars that he tried to pass off 
as several hundred dollars and 
ran away with four ounces of 
marijuana. He then reentered 
the woman's vehicle and the 
pair attempted to drive away.
 Evidence showed that Ale-
man grabbed a loaded hand-
gun and fired a single shot 
into the vehicle as the woman 
drove away, striking her in the 
head. He then fled the scene 
and was later identified after 
authorities received a tip.
 District Attorney Mark 
Pratt said that while the de-
fendant had been targeted for 
theft or robbery by the victim 

see SENTENCE on back see COUNCIL on page 2
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Looking BackLooking Back
Excerpts from the Whitney Messenger archives

Put your Money 
where your                                                                             
is. Buy Local.

THERE’S NO 
REASON NOT 
TO WEAR IT!

LL - 24ci/color
03-15-23
$208

Clifton:
410 W. 5th St.  • 254-675-8092 

Two offices to serve you better!
Whitney:

100 E. Jefferson  • 254-694-5374 

CR 1539 - Morgan * Almost 1 Acre in the Canyons  ................................................... $29,900
Hwy. 22- Whitney* 1.54 Acres ..................................................................PENDING $34,900
8020  Nairn Court- Cleburne * .720 Acres  ............................................................... $49,000
CR 1537 - Morgan * Approx 1.8 Acres in Cedar Shores  ............................................. $69,900
Hwy. 31 -  Hubbard * Tract #20, 10.1 acres ............................................REDUCED $110,090
Hwy. 31 -  Hubbard * Tract #19, 10.2 acres ............................................REDUCED $111,180
Hwy. 31 -  Hubbard * Tract #10, 11 acres  ..............................................REDUCED $119,900
184 PR 1212 – Kopperl * 4.3  acres .......................................................REDUCED $120,000
5206 FM 933  - Whitney * 5 Acres  ....................................................... .PENDING $125,000
Hwy. 31 -  Hubbard * Tract #18, 10.1 acres  ...........................................REDUCED $126,250
Hwy. 31 - Hubbard * Tract #16, 10.1 acres  ............................................REDUCED $127,500
Hwy. 31 - N Hubbard * Tract #8, 11.24 acres .........................................REDUCED $129,260
Hwy. 31 - N Hubbard * Tract #12, 12.5 acres .........................................REDUCED $136,250
St. Hwy 31 N.– Hubbard * 12 Acres, Tract 1 .........................................REDUCED $138,000 
Hwy. 31 - N Hubbard * Tract #11, 10.71 acres  ......................................REDUCED $138,159
Hwy 31 N.– Hubbard * 13.44 Acres, Tract 4 ...........................................REDUCED$139,000
Hwy. 31 - N Hubbard * Tract #14, 13.2 acres .........................................REDUCED $143,880
St. Hwy, 31 N. Hubbard* 10.1 Acres, Tract 13 ...............................................SOLD $146,450
CR 2027 –  Glen Rose * 3.01 Acre  ............................................................................$149,000
247 CR 2128- Whitney * 5 acres ............................................................REDUCED $149,000
St. Hwy 31 N.– Hubbard * 12.78  Acres, Tract 5 ...................................REDUCED $149,000 
Hwy. 31 - N Hubbard * Tract #9, 10.6 acres  .......................................... PENDING $153,700
St. Hwy 31 N.– Hubbard * 15.5 Acres, Tract 6 ......................................REDUCED $168,950
Hwy. 31 - N Hubbard * Tract #7, 14.3 acres ...........................................REDUCED $178,750
176 PR 1381- Morgan* 10 Acres .............................................................................$179,900
1495 CR 4145 - Cranfills Gap * 10 acres .................................................................  $185,000
FM 1238  Iredell * 9.823 Acres .................................................................................$188,800
CR2560 - Walnut Springs* 10 acres .........................................................................$199,000
5680 FM 933- Whitney* 12 Acres, Tract 2 ...............................................................$210,000
5999-6001 N. FM 933- Whitney* 20 Acres ............................................................$310,000
HCR 1439 - Covington * 23 acres ...........................................................REDUCED $414,000
Hwy 6- Clifton * 16.69 acres .....................................................................................$417,250
Hwy. 22 - Whitney * 76.73 acres .............................................................................$749,000
FM 2114  - Clifton *52.394  acres .............................................................................$750,000
Hwy 6 - Clifton* 94.13  Acres– ...............................................................REDUCED $847,170
Hwy. 22 - Hillsboro* 27.66 acres ............................................................REDUCED $912,780
Hwy. 22 - Cranfills Gap* 106.06 acres ...................................................REDUCED $954,540
FM 933 Whitney * 49.94 Acres .................................................................................$996,303
CR 4145 - Cranfills Gap * 177.840 acres ............................................. REDUCED $1,600,560

Your Hometown Real Estate Company
Call for White Bluff Lots

LOTS & ACREAGE

www.bosquerealestate.com

Helping Raise Kids by Raising Projects Scholarship Application Is Open

SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE FOR 
HILL COUNTY FAIR STEER EXHIBITORS

Bobcat Contracting is now accepting applications 
for the Helping Raise Kids by Raising Projects Scholarships

Deadline: All applications, including essay submissions, are due March 31, 
2023, to Bobcat Contracting Attn. Larry Little, PO Box 663, Hillsboro, TX 76645.

Scholarship Amount $2,500

Who Can Apply? Hill County students interested in showing steers at the annual 
Hill County Fair.

 Open to all Hill County students who will be in grades 3-12 during the 2023-2024 school year 
and will be first-time steer exhibitors or only have one year of experience showing steers.

How to Apply: Students who wish to apply should submit an essay outlining why 
they are interested in showing steers and why they should be 
selected, along with the scholarship application.

Applications are available through any 
Hill County FFA Chapter Advisor or 4-H Club Leader

15ci/ color
$145/week

FDI-1916M-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  AECSPAD

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

APY*

%

Finding a great rate on a CD is nice, but to get the most 
from your CDs, you need a strategy. Get in touch to learn 
more. 

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 03/09/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to 
interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose 
principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all 
commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by 
banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

We're more than just a great rate

Craig G Montgomery, AAMS™ 
Financial Advisor

1512 Brazos St 
Whitney, TX 76692 
254-694-6964

5.25 1-year

HCRTA offers HCRTA offers 
Hill College Hill College 
scholarshipsscholarships

The Hill County Retired 
Teachers Association is offering 
scholarships to local students to 
help them attend Hill College.  

These scholarships are avail-
able for seniors in Hill County. 
The recipients must attend Hill 
College in the summer, fall or 
spring term following gradua-
tion from high school.  

The application deadline 
is Monday, April 3. Students 
should see their school coun-
selor for the application and 
information. 

Those with questions can 
contact Angela Drews at 
drews1259@msn.com. 

Bobcat offers Bobcat offers 
county fair county fair 
scholarshipsscholarships

Bobcat Contracting is now 
accepting applications for the 
Helping Raise Kids by Raising 
Projects Scholarships available 
to Hill County students inter-
ested in showing steers at the 
annual Hill County Fair. The 
$2,500 scholarships will help Hill 
County exhibitors buy, raise and 
show their steer projects.

The scholarship is open to all 
Hill County students who will 
be in grades 3-12 during the 
2023-2024 school year and will 
be first-time steer exhibitors or 
only have one year of experience 
showing steers. Students who 
wish to apply should submit an 
essay outlining why they are 
interested in showing steers and 
why they should be selected, 
along with the scholarship appli-
cation. Applications are available 
through any Hill County FFA 
Chapter Advisor or 4-H Club 
Leader.

All applications, including es-
say submissions, are due Friday, 
March 31, to Bobcat Contract-
ing: Attention Larry Little. They 
may be mailed to P.O. Box 663, 
Hillsboro, TX 76645.

Recipients receive $2,000 in 
April to purchase their steers 
and help with expenses. The 
remaining $500 will be awarded 
after the Hill County validation 
in June.

Girls take first at Whitney golf tournament
The Whitney High School golf team hosted a tournament at White Bluff Friday, March 10, and the girls 
team of Nayeli Estrada, Jaden McKinley, Adrianne McKinley, Abby Norris and Caroline Scarborough took 
first place. The boys team of Jaden Glass, Jaxon Sneed, Kaden Tanner, John Dublin and Jacob Driessner 
finished second, just three strokes behind the leader. The Wildcats will travel to Glen Rose Monday, 
March 20, to play their last invitational before they head into district March 30 and April 6.

Comptroller releases March Comptroller releases March 
sales tax allocations locallysales tax allocations locally

COUNCIL
continued from page 1

plats and approve related per-
mits in the city's extra-territorial 
jurisdiction will be considered.
 A request to waive the park 
usage fee for the Whitney Youth 
Association is also on the agen-
da.
 The council will also hear 
departmental reports and any 
comments from the public.
 The meeting will be held at 
the City of Whitney Annex, 
located at 106 North Colorado 
Street in Whitney.

Master Gardeners Master Gardeners 
to host plant saleto host plant sale

The Hill County Master Gar-
deners Association will host 
its annual plant sale Saturday, 
April 8, starting at 8 a.m. at 
the Hill County Fairgrounds 
Exhibits Building in Hillsboro.

tation on “Stop The Bleed.” 
Brian will be presenting poten-
tially life-saving information 
and discussing some of his 
experiences dealing with trau-
matic injuries.

LAKELINE
continued from page 1

Hook & Needle Hook & Needle 
Friends meetingsFriends meetings

Hook and Needle Friends 
invites area adults to a needle 
craft get-together. The group 
meets every Tuesday from 2 
p.m. to 4 p.m., at Lake Whitney 
Senior Center, 503 North Col-
orado Street in Whitney. There 
are no dues, just people with 
common interests. Organizers 
encourage everyone to come 
and bring their latest works-in-
progress.

Senior exercise Senior exercise 
classes offeredclasses offered
 Senior exercise classes are 
offered at Open Range Com-
munity Center, located at 757 
FM 1713. Seniors are invited 
to attend for 45 minutes of 
exercise with videos. The group 
meets Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday at 8:30 a.m.

 Texas Comptroller Glenn He-
gar announced last week that he 
will send cities, counties, transit 
systems and special purpose 
districts $1 billion in local sales 
tax allocations for March, 9.9% 
more than in March 2022.
 Hill County's March allocation 
came to $296,010, down 22% 
from last March. Year-to-date 
numbers show Hill County's 
payments totaling $993,840, up 
8% from the same time last year.
 The City of Whitney's March 
allocation was $62,967, up 15% 
from last March. The city's 
allocations so far in 2023 are up 
9% from the same time in 2022, 
with a total of $224,587 received 
to date.
 In the county seat, the City 
of Hillsboro's payment was 
$344,515 for March, up 19 per-
cent from last March. The city's 
sales tax revenue is still well 
above last year, with allocations 
up 38% so far this year for a total 
of $1,460,581.
 Bosque County's rebates were 
up 8% in March for a total of 
$69,717, and the county's year-
to-date numbers are 9% higher 
than this time last year with a 
total of $244,862 received so far 
in 2023.
 Allocations and changes for 
other Hill County cities were: 
Abbott - $9,362, down 26%; 
Aquilla - $1,477, up 15%; Blum 

- $3,276, up 10%; Bynum - $992, 
up 11%; Carl's Corner - $5,925, 
up 51%; Covington - $5,825, 
up 16%; Hubbard - $18,056, 
up 23%; Itasca - $18,839, up 
24%; Malone - $1,683, down 
14%; Mertens - $456, down 5%; 
Mount Calm - $3,272, up 17%; 
Penelope - $661, up 25%.
 Allocations and changes for 
Bosque County cities were: Clif-
ton - $82,008, up 10%; Cranfills 
Gap - $3,382, up 6%; Iredell 
- $2,484, up 11%; Meridian 
- $23,749, up 43%; Morgan - 
$3,592, up 10%; Valley Mills 
- $11,485, down 12%; Walnut 
Springs - $5,116, down 1%. 
 These allocations are based on 
sales made in January by busi-
nesses that report tax monthly.

Hill County residents Hill County residents 
to visit capitol Thursdayto visit capitol Thursday
 Area residents will be trav-
eling to the state capitol for 
Hill County Day in Austin 
Thursday, March 16.
 Those who signed up for the 
bus trip and barbecue lunch 
by the deadline will leave His-
toric City Hall in Hillsboro at 
6:30 a.m. Two buses will make 
the trip and are expected to 
arrive in Austin at approxi-
mately 9:15 a.m. 
 Attendees are scheduled 
to sit in on the opening of 
the House at 10 a.m. and the 
Senate at 11 a.m.
 The Hil l  County group 
will gather in the east hall of 
the capitol at 11:45 a.m. for 
a group picture, and lunch 
is scheduled in the Capitol 
Extension Legislative Confer-
ence Room from noon to 1:15 
p.m.
 Representative Angelia Orr 
is expected to speak to the 
group during lunch.
 Several speakers are sched-
uled from 1:15 to 3:15 p.m., 
including representatives of 
the  comptroller, secretary of 
state, Texas Parks and Wild-
life and Texas Farm Bureau. 
 Senator Brian Birdwell is 
scheduled to speak at approx-
imately 2:45 p.m.
 Buses will leave at 3:30 p.m. 
and are expected to return to 
Historic City Hall in Hillsboro 

at about 6:30 p.m.
 The trip is sponsored by: 
Platinum - Neal T. (Buddy) 
Jones and his firm, HillCo 
Partners; Gold - Oncor, Citi-
zens National Bank and Hills-
boro Chamber of Commerce; 
Silver - HILCO; and Bronze 
- Paulette and Eugene Fulton 
and Hubbard Chamber of 
Commerce.
 The day's activities are 
being hosted by chambers of 
commerce in Hillsboro, Whit-
ney, Itasca and Hubbard.
 Anyone with questions can 
contact the Hillsboro Area 
Chamber of Commerce at 254-
582-2481.

Find your next 
best friend at

hcpawpals.org
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The Lakelander
Publications

Locally owned & operated.
Dedicated to serving the people, communities

 & businesses of the Lake Whitney area.

Any correspondence should be sent to the publisher at:
The Lakelander, Inc.

P.O. Box 1727 • Whitney, TX  76692
Phone  254-694-4344 • Fax 254-694-2175 

 Email: news@lakelander.com

April Sanders, Publisher
NEWSPAPER  STAFF

Shannon Cottongame • Ellie Mahan 
Tessa Ray

 Any erroneous reflection cast upon the character, reputation or 
community standing of any person firm or organization appearing in 
the columns of this paper will be duly corrected when brought to the 
attention of the publisher.
 All material submitted for publication becomes the property of  this 
establishment. Accuracy of copy submitted is the sole responsibility of 
the advertiser or news contributor.
 The newspaper staff reserves the right to reject, edit or omit any ad, 
news item, letter to the editor, or picture for any reason or to change 
the classification to conform with the policies of this publication. 
 Any fraudulent, dishonest or misleading article found in the paper 
is without the knowledge of the publisher and should be reported 
immediately.
 Deadlines - All news articles, and  display and classified advertis-
ing must be submitted before 3 p.m. Friday before each Wednesday 
edition. The office is open to the public: Tuesday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; and closed Saturday, Sunday and Monday.
 Classified Advertising -  (Buy-Sell-Trade) Rates begin at $15 for 
the first 20 words and 20¢ per word thereafter. (Business Classifieds 
begin at $15 per week)
 Subscriptions - For  addresses outside our total market coverage 
mailing area are $60 per year. Requests for subscriptions must be 
accompanied by the subscription rate.
 Letters to the Editor - Should be kept to 300 words or less and must 
include name, signature, address and telephone number of author.
  Letters will not be accepted anonymously or published without the 
name of the author. Letters published are the decision of the editor, and 
all decisions are final. Letters of political nature, memorials, tributes, 
and poems are considered advertising and the current advertising rate 
will be applied.
 All political announcements, advertising and thank you notes must 
be paid in advance of publication and will be assessed the regular 
column inch rate, and must include disclaimer with representative’s 
name and mailing address. 
 Political announcements as news articles must run 3 weeks 
prior to any election date.

Circulation audited by
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Personal Benefits of Band Academic Benefits of Band
 Participating in musical 
groups promotes self con-
fidence, team work, social 
skills, social networking, a 
sense of belonging, self-disci-
pline, a sense of accomplish-
ment, cooperation, responsi-
bility, commitment, mutual 
support, and friendships. 

Whitney High School Band
"The Pride of the Wildcats"

Social Benefits of Band
 Music provides a creative 
outlet and a break from the 
routine and rigor of the tradi-
tional school day. Students in 
music are among the highest 
academic performers and still 
report less stress and tension 
than their non-musical coun-
terparts. 

Whitney High School Band
"The Pride of the Wildcats"

Emotional Benefits of Band
 Through music, students 
become better people, as they 
develop self-discipline, confi-
dence, commitment, responsi-
bility, good decision making, 
and personal pride. They are 
able to do this with the support 
of peers in a safe and risk-free 
environment. 

Whitney High School Band
"The Pride of the Wildcats"

Interested in 
signing up for band? 

Contact the Band Director at 
josh.nowlin@whitneyisd.org.

 Research has found that 
learning music facilitates 
learning other subjects and 
enhances skills that children 
inevitably use in other areas 
including language develop-
ment, spatial-temporal skills, 
pattern recognition, critical 
thinking, and so much more. 

Whitney High School Band
"The Pride of the Wildcats"

Interested in 
signing up for band? 

Contact the Band Director at 
josh.nowlin@whitneyisd.org.

Interested in 
signing up for band? 

Contact the Band Director at 
josh.nowlin@whitneyisd.org.

Interested in 
signing up for band? 

Contact the Band Director at 
josh.nowlin@whitneyisd.org.

"Music gives a soul to 
the universe, wings to 
the mind, flight to the 
imagination, and life 

to everything." - Plato

Join 
Whitney 
ISD Band

Interested in 
signing up for band? 

Contact the Band Director at 
josh.nowlin@whitneyisd.org.

"If I were not a physicist, I 
would probably be a musician. 
I often think in music. I live my 
daydreams in music. I see my 
life in terms of music." 

- Albert Einstein

Join 
Whitney 
ISD Band

Interested in 
signing up for band? 

Contact the Band Director at 
josh.nowlin@whitneyisd.org.

Sheriff's Report
Hill County

Hill County Title Co.

West Side of Square • P.O. Box 297 • Hillsboro, Texas 76645

“the right choice
                    in title insurance”

Ask for

Jennifer M. Folsom-Nowlin, Manager
jf.hatco@sbcglobal.net

Abstract - Title Insurance Since 1853

     Phone                                          Telecopier No.  
254-582-5396                 254-582-9728

TFN

MEDICARE SOLUTIONS FOR TEXAS
Do You Have Medicare Questions? We Have Answers!

Doug Coursey  - Independent Broker

* Medicare Supplements   * Medicare Advantage Plans           
* Prescription Drug Plans

BENEFIT SPECIALISTS FOR:

Turning 65 soon? Call us to discuss your options.

Call today with your questions or for a free consultation.
254-694-1148

Local Independent Agents helping Texans since 1980
Visit our website: www.healthinsurancesvc.com  

Email us: doug@phisvc.com

Professional Health Insurance Services

Fuel At Competitive 
Prices

24 HOUR FUELING
NON ETHANOL

• On Road Diesel
 • Off Road Diesel

• Gasoline
• Oil

• Lubricant
• Pumps - Parts

• Equipment - Tanks

MyattFuels.net
Clifton: (254) 675-8107        West: (254) 826-5101

BOTH LOCATIONS!

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Several Production Jobs Available

Apply in person at 
TOP NOTCH PERSONNEL

101 West Elm, Hillsboro,TX 76645 • hillsboro@topnotchpersonnel.com

Now Hiring
CNC Operators, Night Production Workers, 

Experienced Concrete Workers, Experienced 
Industrial Maintenance. Other Jobs Available Too!

12 ci Combo
$129.60
Run TFN

All Types Roofing 
 • Room Additions

Interior & Exterior Paint 
Siding & Gutters • Windows

We install Mueller Metal Roofs
FREE ESTIMATES

(888)726-4322 • (254)399-9061

Inc.

"We will meet or beat 
ANY competitor’s written estimate"

JOIN US THIS SUNDAY

SUNDAY SCHOOL AT 9:30AM
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP AT 10:50AM

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES AT 6:00PM

PROCLAIMING GOD'S TRUTH, IN LOVE, 
TO EVERY GENERATION

For more information about the church, visit 
www.fbcwhitney.org or call the church office

We hope to see you soon!

209 N. San Marcos • Whitney • 254.694.2555
Brought to you by
The Whitney

Church of Christ
“Because We Care”

Watch each Sunday morning:

Sunday, March 19
Topics subject to change without notice

7:30 a.m. Waco, KWTX TV
Channel 44 

7:30 a.m. KTXD TV
Channel 47

8:30 a.m. KTXA TV
Channel 21

 “Christian Baptism 2”

In this lesson we will explore 
what the Bible teaches 
about baptism in the 

epistles. We will see how the 
grace of God works through 

baptism, an immersion in 
water for the forgiveness 

of sins.

Bridge work Bridge work 
scheduled in scheduled in 
Hill CountyHill County
 The Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) is 
conducting a project that will 
oversee the repair and main-
tenance of multiple bridges 
in Hill, Falls, Limestone and 
McLennan counties. 
 The project is scheduled 
to be completed by winter, 
weather permitting. Bridge 
repairs will require various 
lane closures.
 In Hill County, work will 
be performed on the follow-
ing areas: State Highway 81 
at Island Creek, near Pecos 
Street; State Highway 171 at 
Ash Creek, Little Cottonwood 
Creek and Post Oak Creek; 
State Highway 22 west of 
HCR 2401 to east of FM 3050; 
I-35W at HCR 4251 and FM 
2959 and HCR 4235; and 
various other I-35 locations.
 TxDOT encourages motor-
ists to drive to conditions, 
eliminate all distractions and 
buckle up in work zones.

 The Hill County Sheriff's 
Office made an arrest at 10:02 
p.m. Saturday, March 4.
 According to reports, au-
thorities made contact with a 
70-year-old Whitney man in the 
1900 block of Farm Road 933 in 
Whitney. He was charged with 
driving while intoxicated.
 Deputy Justin Latin made the 
arrest and booked the subject 
into the Hill County Law En-
forcement Center.

**********
 An arrest was made by the 
Hill County Sheriff's Office at  
6:19 p.m. Sunday, March 5.
 Reports indicated that au-
thorities made contact with a 
46-year-old Peoria man in the 
100 block of HCR 1320 North 
in Peoria. He was charged with 
Class C assault.
 Deputy RJ Denson made the 
arrest and booked the subject 
into the Hill County Law En-
forcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff's 
Office made an arrest at 11:50  
p.m. Saturday, March 4.
 According to reports, au-
thorities made contact with a 
41-year-old Whitney woman in 
the 100 block of Hillview Street 
in Whitney. She was charged 
with assault of a pregnant per-
son.
 Bonds totaling $75,000 were 
set on Carrie Dougals.
 Deputy Aaron Stone made 
the arrest and booked the sub-
ject into the Hill County Law 
Enforcement Center.

**********
 An arrest was made by the 
Hill County Sheriff's Office at 
7:53 p.m. Friday, March 3.
 Reports indicated that au-
thorities made contact with a 
32-year-old Hillsboro man in 
the 1100 block of State Highway 
77 in Hillsboro. He was charged 
with assault of a family or 
household member, impeding 
breath or circulation.
 Bonds totaling $100,000 were 
set on Remington Hedgepeth.
 Deputy RJ Denson made the 
arrest and booked the subject 
into the Hill County Law En-
forcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff's 
Office made an arrest at 11:46 
p.m. Thursday, March 2.
 According to reports, au-
thorities made contact with a 
68-year-old Whitney man in the 
4500 block of Farm Road 933 
in Whitney. He was charged 
with driving while intoxicated, 
second offense.
 Deputy Hannah Rose made 
the arrest and booked the sub-
ject into the Hill County Law 
Enforcement Center.

**********
 An arrest was made by the 
Hill County Sheriff's Office at 
8:10 a.m. Sunday, March 5.
 Reports indicated that au-
thorities made contact with a 
38-year-old San Antonio woman 
in the 100 block of HCR 4230 
in Hillsboro. She was charged 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day on 
Friday. It always seems like 
a jolly time to celebrate. We 
have some Silver Connections 
event coming up soon, so 
please mark your calendars!

Of course, we will have our 
Lucky Bingo Day on Tuesday, 
March 21, at First Presbyteri-
an in Hillsboro. It’s officially 
spring, so perhaps you can find 
an inexpensive line prize item 
to bring depicting the season. 
Please be sure it’s sacked so 
we don’t know what it is! An 
RSVP is appreciated by calling 
254-580-8888. We do serve 
refreshments, and we need 
to know how many to expect. 
We’ve had new players and it’s 
been fun to meet new people.  
Come on out and join us.  

What follows next is Nation-
al Tamale Day on Thursday, 
March 23. You’re right! That 
calls for Lunch Bunch out to 
Diaz Mexican Restaurant, 
which is now at 139 W. Waco 
Street in Hillsboro. Again, we 
need you to reply because they 
set up a table for us.

The last event for March is 
the AARP Safe Driving Class 
on Wednesday, March 29, in 
Whitney. We have quite a few 
signed up already. If you meant 
to sign up for this class, and 
didn’t, give me a call quick-
ly, and we can see if we still 
have an opening. It’s $20 for 
AARP members, and $25 for 
non-members and begins with 
registration at 8:30 a.m. Call 
for details if you are interest-
ed. It is up to you to check with 
your insurance agent to deter-
mine if you can get a discount 
on your premium. AARP will 
give you a certificate of com-
pletion. Again, you must call 
ASAP so we can check if we 
still have room.  

This is a reminder to those 

who have signed up for the 
next Matter of Balance class, 
beginning Tuesday, March 21 
at Hill Regional Hospital. At 
this time, the class is full, but 
we sometimes have someone 
drop out. If you are interested, 
just call me and if there is an 
opening we may be able to get 
you in. We will not be offering 
another class until sometime 
in the fall, and that also de-
pends on the Area Agency on 
Aging receiving another grant 
for this program. It is offered 
to participants at NO COST 
and is a super fall prevention 
program for seniors 60 and 
older.  

For those of you who have 
taken the class already, why 
not come join our M-W-F self-
paced exercise class at the hos-
pital? It’s growing a little, and 
it’s so much more fun to exer-
cise with a friend! We primari-
ly use the Grow Young Fitness 
DVDs, but also some other 
DVDs you can use. Come 
check it out on any of those 
days from 9 to 10:30 a.m. You 
will need to sign a waiver and 
it is open only to Silver Con-
nections members.  Of course, 
it’s FREE to join!

We’ve opened up now for 
the Aug. 14-28 trip to Bran-
son to see Queen Esther at the 
Sight and Sound. Five other 
shows – including the Beach 
Boys, Elvis, The Haygood, 
The Presley Family & The 
Shanghai Circus Acrobats – 
round out this super adventure 
for $750/pp, based on double 
occupancy. Call now, we have 
to fill this quickly. 

Come join us for food, fun, 
fellowship, some education, 
exercise, and even some trav-
el. We have volunteer oppor-
tunities, too. Hope to see you 
– and let’s connect!

Newsletter by Tricia Shelton

March EventsMarch Events
with criminal trespassing of a 
higher education institution 
with a previous conviction and 
criminal trespassing.
 Deputy Ty West made the 
arrest and booked the subject 
into the Hill County Law En-
forcement Center.

**********
 The Hill County Sheriff's 
Office made an arrest at 10:15 
p.m. Sunday, March 5.
 According to reports, au-
thorities made contact with a 
62-year-old Whitney woman 
in the 2900 block of Farm 
Road 933 in Whitney. She was 
charged with driving while in-
toxicated with a blood-alcohol 
level of more than 0.15. 
 Deputy Justin Latin made the 
arrest and booked the subject 
into the Hill County Law En-
forcement Center.

**********
 An arrest was made by the 
Hill County Sheriff's Office, and 
a subject was booked into jail at 
5:44 p.m. Wednesday, March 1.
 Reports indicated that au-
thorities made contact with 
a 58-year-old man in the 300 
block of South Bosque Street 
in Whitney. He was charged 
with possession of a controlled 
substance between four and 200 
grams.
 Bonds totaling $100,000 
were set on Richard Brooks.
 Sergeant Spencer Batchelor 
made the arrest and booked 
the subject into the Hill County 
Law Enforcement Center.

**********
  The Hill County Sheriff's Of-
fice made an arrest and booked 
a subject into jail at 6:08 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 1.
 According to reports, au-
thorities made contact with 
a 66-year-old man in the 100 
block of Elm Branch Road in 
Whitney. He was charged with 
burglary of a habitation.
 Bonds totaling $25,000 were 
set on Raymond Butler.
 Sergeant Gary Melson made 
the arrest and booked the sub-
ject into the Hill County Law 
Enforcement Center.

TACKLEBOX 
CLASSIFIEDS 
GET RESULTS! 
 254-694-4344

ads@lakelander.com

109 W. Washington

Downtown Whitney

Hill 
County

Paw Pals
Low-Cost Spay/Neuter and 

Vaccination Clinic

 A low-cost spay/neuter and 
vaccination clinic is held the 
first Tuesday of every month 
at the Pet Adoption Center, 
1500 South Abbott Avenue in 
Hillsboro. For an appointment, 
call 940-566-5551.
 Vaccinations do not require 
an appointment and are admin-
istered from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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BLUM UNITED METHODIST  
208 E 5th Street,  Blum

Pastor Kaitlynn Shannon 
(Talk or Text)
254-221-6285

Sunday Services 9:30am

— Multi Denominational —
RIVER OF LIFE

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Just West of LW Dam 

at Smith Bend on FM 2114
108 CR 3625 • Clifton 

 254-622-8555
Rev. Jeff & Linda Bilton

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:20 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship 
10:30 a.m.

www.facebook.com/riveroflifetx

— Nazarene —
WHITNEY FIRST CHURCH 

OF THE NAZARENE
1103 N. Brazos St., Whitney

254-694-2949
Pastor: Billy Stone

Sunday School.....9:30am 
Fellowship.....10:30am 
Worship.....10:45 a.m.

MONDAYS
Women’s Bible Study...10:00Am

WEDNESDAYS
Bible Study...7:00pm

www.whitneynazarene.com
whitneyfcn@gmail.com    

For information on listing your church in the directory  
Call 254-694-4344 / Email ads@lakelander.com

PEORIA BAPTIST 
1347 FM 1947 • Hillsboro, Texas

Pastor - Eddie Booth
Sunday School.....10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship.....11 a.m.

PRAIRIE VALLEY BAPTIST
741 HCR 2101 – 5 mi. S. of Whitney

254-694-2056
www.prairievalleybaptist.org
Rusty Penney, Senior Pastor

Chris Eller, Interim Youth Pastor
Joann Penney, Children’s Dir.

SUNDAY
Sunday School…..9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship…..10:45 a.m.
Adult Bible Study....5-6 p.m.

Young Adults & Youth
Bible Studies & Fellowship....5-7 p.m.

MONDAY
Men’s Prayer Group.....7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Adult Bible Study....6-7 p.m.

Youth Bible Study & 
Fellowship...6-8 p.m.
Children’s Games & 

Bible Study..6:00-7:30 p.m.

STEINER BAPTIST 
Independent 1611 K.J.V. Baptist

“The Little Brown Church”
FM 1713 Between

Katy Bridge &  Hwy. 56
John Moore, Pastor 254-205-9558

Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Sunday Evening.....6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening.....7:00 p.m.

TOWASH  BAPTIST
2 miles S. of Whitney on Highway 22

Dr. Bruce Page, Pastor
Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Service.....6:00 p.m.
2nd /4th Wed. Town Hall.....6:30 p.m.

TRIANGLE PARK BAPTIST
104 Pleaasant Dr. • Lake Whitney 
Near Bonanza Shopping Center

HOME: 254-694-5571
CELL: 254-479-1709

Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.

Sunday Evening Service.....5:30 p.m.
Wed. Night Bible Study.....6:30 p.m.

— Bible —
BETHEL BIBLE CHURCH

5 Miles East of Whitney on Hwy. 22,
 then 2 Miles North on FM 3050

Pastor - Robert Wilkinson
254-580-8491

Sunday School......9:45 a.m.- 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.

Sunday Evening.....5:00 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting....5:00 p.m. 

— Church of Christ — 

Laguna Park Church of Christ
7136 FM 56 

(South of Hwy 22 intersection)
Mike Haynes, Minister

 Sunday Bible 
Class....................10:00

Morning Worship...........11:00
Evening Service...........4:00p

 
WHITNEY CHURCH OF CHRIST

Downtown Whitney
Bruce Martin, Minister

Sunday Morning Bible Class.....9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....10:00a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship.....5:00pm
Wednesday Evening Bible Study.....7:00 p.m.

— Christian — 
Non Denominational 
OLIVE BRANCH CHURCH
(FULL GOSPEL- POST TRIB)

907 E. Pick St. • Whitney 
Bland & Pat Baker,  Pastors

Sunday Morning Worship...10:30 a.m..

— Cowboy —

OPEN RANGE 
COWBOY CHURCH     

582 FM 1713 • Whitney 
254-694-7543

Pastor - Gerald Dudley
General information email address:

orccoffice@yahoo.com
Early Sunday Worship.....8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship.....10:00 a.m.
Children’s Church.....10:30 a.m.

 
— Fellowship —

WHITNEY FELLOWSHIP
AT THE FORUM

101 N. Brazos • Whitney
Dell Glenn, Pastor

254-266-0050
Sunday Worship.....10:30 a.m.

— Inter Denominational —

WHITE BLUFF CHAPEL
FM 933 North in White Bluff Resort

Dr. Randy Marshall, Pastor
 Bible Study - 8:00a.m. & 9:00a.m.

Sunday Worship 
9:00a.m. & 10:30a.m.

Youth Fellowship - 6:00p.m.
254-694-7060

email: office@whitebluffchapel.org
website: www.whitebluffchapel.org

— Lutheran —

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN 
Highway 22 West  • Whitney

254-694-3234
www.oslcwhitney.org
Rev. Philip Wottrich

Sunday Bible Study.....8:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service.....10:00 a.m.

— Methodist —

KING MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Kaitlynn Shannon

254-694-2599
502 N. Colorado •  Whitney

email: kmumc@windstream.net
SUNDAY

Sunday Morning Casual Worship 
8:00 a.m..

Morning Worship ................11:00 a.m. 
(In person and Online)

MONDAY
ESL Classes 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

TUESDAY
LW Senior Center.....9 a.m.-1 p.m.

KING MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST

THRIFT STORE
Tuesday 9:00 am – 1:00 p.m.

Saturday 9:00 a.m. – p.m. 

KOPPERL METHODIST 
CHURCH

144 FM 1859, 2 Blks. E. of FM 56, 
Kopperl • 254-715-6139
Reverend John Wood

Sunday Morning Worship.....9:00 a.m.
Sunday School.....10:00 a.m.

UM Women (3rd Wed.)....6:00 p.m.

— Anglican —
OUR LADY OF THE

LAKE ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Hwy. 22 • Laguna Park

1 mi. West of Dam
 214-256-1497

www.ourladyanglican.weebly.com 
Holy Communion Sunday.....11:15 a.m

— Assembly of God —

ABIDING LIFE CHURCH
(Christ Centered - Family Oriented)

North FM 933 • 1105 N. Brazos
Whitney • 254-694-2147
Curtis McGehee, Pastor 

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Family Night (Bible Classes) 
Wednesday..7:00 p.m.

Prayer Meeting Saturday..6:00 p.m.
Visit our website 

abidinglifechurch.org

— Baptist —

AQUILLA FIRST BAPTIST 
Jesse Motley, Pastor

Sunday Bible Study.....9:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Prayer.....6:00 p.m.
Wed. Children’s  & Youth..6:00 p.m.

CEDAR CREEK BAPTIST
5643 FM933 • Whitney 

 254-221-0820
 www.cedarcreeklife.org

Rev. Ricky Gobert , Pastor
SUNDAY

Sunday School.....9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship..10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship...5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Teamkid and youth programs.. 

5:30–7:15

FIRST BAPTIST OF KOPPERL
177 FM Kopperl

Pastor Darrell Wallace
254-889-3579

Sunday Sunday School- 9:45am
Community Breakfast
 (1 st. Sun) 9:30am

Sunday morning Worship 11am
Wednesday

Team Kid- 6:30pm
Youth Meeting- 6:30pm

FIRST BAPTIST
OF LAKESIDE VILLAGE

Steve Allen, Pastor
156 CR 1307 • Lakeside Village 
(west side of lake off Hwy. 56)

254-775-4705
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.

FIRST BAPTIST
Jay Morris, Senior Pastor

Randy Hayes, Worship Pastor
Jason & Karminn Elmore, Youth Ministry

Maggie Smith, Director of Children’s 
Ministries

209 N. San Marcos, Whitney
www.fbcwhitney.org

254-694-2555
SUNDAY

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:50 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Kidz Klub, Youth & Adult Bible 

Study....6:00 p.m.

FORT GRAHAM BAPTIST 
FM 933 5 miles N. • Whitney

2 miles W. on FM 2604 
254-694-5472

gofgbc@gmail.com
Bryan Hill, Interim Pastor

Sunday School.....9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....11:00 a.m.
Sunday Children’s Church.....11:00 a.m.

THRIFT STORE
Every Mon. & Sat.....10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

LAKE WHITNEY BAPTIST
642 CR 3118 • Whitney

Located off Hwy. 22 on CR 3118
Near Laguna Park • 254-622-8339

Carrol Hambrick, Pastor
Ronnie & Lee Ann Bosher - Music

Sunday School.....9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship.....10:50 a.m.

Evening Service.....5:00 p.m.

Every Thursday 10 a.m.Every Thursday 10 a.m.
FORT GRAHAM BAPTIST CHURCHFORT GRAHAM BAPTIST CHURCH

137 FM2604137 FM2604
Whitney, TX 76692Whitney, TX 76692

(254)694-5472(254)694-5472
fortgrahambc@gmail.comfortgrahambc@gmail.com

Donna Ruth Cook
D o n n a  Ru t h 

Cook, 70, passed 
peacefully Sun-
d ay,  Feb r u a r y 
2 6 .  M e m o r i a l 
services will be 
held at 11 a.m., 
Saturday, April 
8, at First Baptist 
Church in Whit-
ney.

D o n n a  w a s 
born Donna Ruth 
Dubois in Tulsa, Oklahoma to 
parents Lloyd and Ernestine 
Dubois, who preceded her in 
death. Donna and her hus-
band retired in Whitney and 
have resided there for over 20 
years. Donna was strong in her 
Christian faith and an active 
member of Covenant Baptist 
Church in Hillsboro, where her 
husband Jim preaches. 

Donna was a gentle and ar-
tistic soul. She loved to draw 
and paint. She loved books. 
Her true passion, however, 
was music. Donna learned to 

play piano and 
guitar at a young 
age and wrote and 
recorded several 
songs. Many who 
knew her knew of 
Donna's beautiful 
singing voice. She 
would often sing 
specials at her 
church, occasion-
ally accompanied 
by her son, Ecko. 

Donna is preceded in death 
by her parents, Lloyd and 
Ernestine.

She is survived by: her hus-
band, James Raymond Cook; 
her children, Robert Kilmer, 
Sarah Albright, Stephen Cook 
and Ecko Cook; her grandchil-
dren, Aidan Albright, Alexis 
Albright, Travis Cook, Logan 
Cook, Barrett Cook and Wen-
dell Cook; and her brother, 
David Dubois. 

Condolences may be made 
online at www.marshalland 
marshallfd.com.

Lakeside Village VFD to hold Lakeside Village VFD to hold 
breakfast, bake sale Saturdaybreakfast, bake sale Saturday

Chamber plans Chamber plans 
special event special event 
for March 23for March 23

The Lake Whitney Chamber 
of Commerce has announced 
plans for its March Lunch & 
Learn event scheduled for 
Thursday, March 23. Instead of 
the usual lunch event, a social 
night for women of Whitney will 
be held from 5 to 8 p.m. 

The evening will begin at 
the Whitney Area Museum for 
a tour of the Women of Whit-
ney exhibit to remember past 
women community leaders. The 
chamber encourages everyone 
to make a donation to help 
support the museum.
 From there, the group will 
enjoy a meet and greet starting 
at Juniper Cove Winery, where 
women can visit and celebrate 
current women business own-
ers, and then they will partic-
ipate in a "cash mob" of the 
local businesses that are open 
supporting this celebration of 
women. 

Obituary  

The Lakeside Village Area 
Volunteer Fire Department 
Ladies Auxiliary will hold a 
breakfast and bake sale Satur-
day, March 18, from 8 to 10:30 
a.m. at the Lakeside Village 
Fire Hall/Community Center.

Breakfast will be scrambled 
eggs, bacon, sausage, biscuits, 
gravy, coffee, orange juice or 
milk.

The bake sale will include 
homemade items that the la-
dies usually bring, including 
cakes, pies, cookies, breads 
and other treats.

Cost for the breakfast is by 
donation only, and the bake 
sale items are individually 
priced.

“As with all of our events, 
all funds are used to support 
the fire department and up-
keep of the Fire Hall/Com-
munity Center. The Ladies 
Auxiliary is responsible for 

all insurance on the building, 
trucks, equipment and volun-
teers, upkeep and repairs to 
the building and equipment, 
and all of the utility bills,” 
said Auxiliary President Vicki 
Johnson.  

“The way we’re structured, 
the firefighters are the action 
arm and the Ladies Auxiliary 
is the fundraising arm of our 
volunteer fire department.  
With the wonderful support 
we receive from Lakeside 
Vil lage residents and the 
surrounding communities, we 
manage to keep our VFD and 
the Community Center open 
and operating,” she added.

The Fire Hall/Community 
Center is located at 136 CR 
1275, just east of FM 927 and 
FM 56N, right next to the 
water tower.  

For further information call 
Jackie at 254-775-4425. 

Four Seasons
Bridge Club

 The Four Seasons Bridge 
winners for Thursday, March 
9, were as follows: first - Jeri 
Rudisill; second - Ron Hillier; 
third -  Thomas McMillin; 
penny pot - Anne Fox.
 If you would like to join the 
group for party bridge, call 
or text 972-816-7772. They 
play at noon on the second 
and fourth Thursday of each 
month at the Lone Star Room 
in White Bluff.

AA meetings 
offered locally

Lake Whitney's              
Alcoholics Anonymous 

group meets daily. 

327 FM 1713

 254-694-5007

Play Day At The ParkPlay Day At The Park

StartalkingStartalking
With Larry Smith, Retired Astronomy RangerWith Larry Smith, Retired Astronomy Ranger

National Park ServiceNational Park Service

This Saturday, March 
18, Texas State Parks will 
be celebrating their 100th 
birthday. The Texas Parks 
& Wildlife Department has 
over 3,500 employees and 
300 interns every summer. 
The legislature created the 
“State Parks Board” in 1923. 
The department operates 95 
state parks and historical 
sites, 51 wildlife manage-
ment areas, eight fish hatch-
eries and numerous field of-
fices.

The Play Day will look like 
this:

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. - local 
community service clubs, 

vendors with displays and 
activities

10 a.m. to 11 a.m. - nature 
hike

11 a.m. to noon - solar 
eclipse kickoff

12 p.m. to 3 p.m. - animals in 
the park, water coloring, scav-
enger hunt, Backyard Bass

7 p.m. to 9 p.m. - stargaz-
ing, call for reservations at 
254-694-3793

There will be no entrance 
fees, so come out and have 
some fun!

…And remember: Keep 
Looking Up! Let me know 
if you have questions: 
llsmith47@aol.com.
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Like us on Facebook  
for updates and more!

Remember to call your local fire department or 
sheriff’s office before beginning a controlled burn. 

This saves time and prevents confusion when 
smoke is reported in your area.

The Hill Co. Sheriff’s Office 
non-emergency number is 254-582-5313. 

Remember that burning is always prohibited within the 
city limits of Whitney, and never burn during a burn ban.

LL-6CI
$36 PER
RUN TFN
STARTING 07-29-15

TB-6CI

254-829-1121 Elm Mott

Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.- 5 p.m.Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.- 5 p.m.

         

•Public and Homeschool students may apply
•HS counselors will have applications available

•Applications will be accepted March 20- April 7 
-APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER APRIL 7 (NO EXCEPTIONS)

•Applications will be accepted at the church office 
(209 N. San Marcos) Monday through Thursday, 9;00am-

12:30pm or they may be emailed to ekarminn@gmail.com
•Questions - Call the church at 254-694-2555

FBC WILL BE AWARDING SCHOLARSHIPS TO 
 HILL COUNTY GRADUATING SENIORS

LL
6CI $42
3-15,3-22&3-29
BILL

Quiet Country Living
- 1, 2 & 3 Bedrooms For Rent -
Families/Elderly/Disabled/Handicap Rent Based On Income.

Range/Refrigerator Furnished - Water/Sewage/Garbage Paid
Central Heat/Air - Full Maintenance

Equal Housing Opportunity - All Applicants Welcome

“Our Family Taking Care of Yours”

Meridian Housing Authority
205 N. 1st Street

P.O. Box 363 • Meridian, Texas  76665 • 254-435-2601
TTY Phone: 1-800-735-2989

Area Extension Area Extension 
offices to holdoffices to hold
pecan field daypecan field day
 Texas A&M AgriLife Ex-
tension offices in Hill, Bell, 
Bosque, Coryell, Falls and 
McLennan counties will host 
a Pecan Field Day at Russell 
Pecans, located at 12633 Gh-
olson Road in Waco, Tuesday, 
April 4. 
 One Integrated Pest Man-
agement (IPM) Continuing 
Education Unit (CEU) will be 
offered. Cost is $10 to register.  
Registration will open at 8:30 
a.m. 
 Topics include pecan graft-
ing tools, methods and demon-
strations; pecan tree 101 for 
homeowners; and effective 
crow control techniques.  
 Monte Nesbitt, Extension 
pecan/fruit/citrus specialist, 
and Robert Irving, founder of 
Texas Crow Patrol, will be the 
featured speakers. 
 The McLennan County Mas-
ter Gardeners will be providing 
breakfast. Participants should 
bring their own lawn chair. 
 All who plan to attend must 
call the McLennan County 
Extension Office to register at 
254-757-5180.

Banks alerted after increase Banks alerted after increase 
in U.S. Mail theft, check fraudin U.S. Mail theft, check fraud

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events

 Banks are urging the public 
to be aware of check fraud 
schemes targeting the U.S. 
Mail after a recent alert is-
sued by the Financial Crimes 
Enforcement Network (Fin-
CEN).
 The agency reported that 
criminals have been increas-
ingly targeting the U.S. Mail 
since the pandemic began to 
commit check fraud.
 From March 2020 to Feb-
ruary 2021, the United States 
Postal Inspection Service 
(USPIS) received 299,020 
mail theft complaints, which 
was an increase of 161 percent 
compared with the same peri-
od a year earlier. 
 Banks reporting check fraud 
also increased over the past 
three years. A 23-percent in-
crease was reported from 2020 
to 2021, and the upward trend 
continued in 2022, when re-
ports were almost double the 
previous year.
 FinCEN reports that crim-
inals throughout the country 

target United States Postal 
Service (USPS) blue col-
lect ion boxes,  unsecured 
residential mailboxes and 
privately owned cluster box 
units at apartment complex-
es, planned neighborhoods, 
and high-density commercial 
buildings. 
 In May 2022, the collection 
box behind the Hillsboro Post 
Office was vandalized and 
mail was stolen. Similar inci-
dents were reported in other 
Central Texas towns around 
the same time.
 Mail theft can occur through 
forced entry or the use of 
makeshift fishing devices and 
increasingly involves the use 
of authentic or counterfeit 
USPS master keys, known as 
Arrow Keys. Arrow Keys open 
USPS blue collection boxes 
and cluster box units within 
a geographic area.
 After stealing checks from 
the U.S. Mail, fraudsters and 
organized criminal groups 
may a l ter  or  “ wash”  the 

checks, replacing the payee 
information with their own or 
fraudulent identities or with 
business accounts that the 
criminals control. 
 During check washing, 
they also often increase the 
dollar amount on the check, 
sometimes by hundreds or 
thousands of dollars. Washed 
checks may also be copied, 
printed, and sold to third-par-
ty fraudsters on the dark web 
and encrypted social media 
platforms in exchange for 
convertible virtual currency.
 FinCEN is alerting banks to 
watch out for red flags associ-
ated with abnormal account 
activity, and bank customers 
should also monitor their ac-
counts for suspicious activity.
 Individuals who believe 
they have been the victim of 
mail theft-related check fraud 
should contact their financial 
institution and report the 
issue to USPIS at 1-877-876-
2455 or by visiting www.
uspis.gov/report.

LW Public Library  News
Denise Carter, Library Director

Jan. unemployment rates Jan. unemployment rates 
increase locally, statewideincrease locally, statewide

Unemployment rates locally 
and statewide increased in 
January, according to data re-
leased by the Texas Workforce 
Commission (TWC) Friday, 
March 10.

Hill County's January unem-
ployment rate was reported at 
4.6%, up from December's rate 
of 4%. It is also up slightly from 
the January 2022 rate of 4.4%. 

In January, there were 851 un-
employed Hill County residents 
out of a total civilian labor force 
of 18,310.

Bosque County's January un-
employment rate was reported 
at 4%, up from the December 
rate of 3.2% but lower than the 
January 2022 rate of 4.5%. 

In January, there were 345 
unemployed Bosque County 
residents out of a total civilian 
labor force of 8,706.

The Texas seasonally adjust-
ed unemployment rate increased 
slightly by 0.1% to 3.9% from a 
revised rate of 3.8% in Decem-
ber 2022.

TWC emphasized that Texas 
added 48,600 positions in Jan-
uary 2023, reaching 13,782,300 
total nonfarm jobs. This marks 
the 16th consecutive record 
employment high based on a 
revision to the December 2022 
report. 

Since January 2022, 654,100 
jobs have been added in Texas, 
marking an annual growth rate 
of 5.0 percent.

“The Texas economy con-
tinues to grow, and Texas has 
more people working than ever 
before,” said TWC Chairman 
Bryan Daniel. “The growth 
we’re seeing in the Lone Star 
State leads the nation, and TWC 
will continue to support efforts 
for continued growth.”

Leisure and hospitality led job 
growth in January with 8,300 
positions added, followed by 
professional and business ser-
vices, which grew by 8,100 jobs. 

Construction and manufac-
turing employment added 5,900 
jobs each over the month. For 
the second consecutive month, 
every major industry had posi-
tive over the month employment 
growth.

“The continued growth in our 
Texas labor market serves as a 
testament to the resilience and 
innovation of our Texas employ-
ers,” said TWC Commissioner 
Representing Employers Aaron 
Demerson. “TWC is here to sup-
port employers with workforce 
training and other initiatives 
that include internships, appren-
ticeships, veterans’ assistance 
and much more as they continue 
to grow.”

The Midland Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (MSA) recorded 
the lowest unemployment rate 
among Texas MSAs with a not 
seasonally adjusted rate of 2.7 
percent in January, followed 
by Amarillo at 3.2 percent, 
then Austin-Round Rock at 3.3 
percent.

“Texas has its largest civilian 
labor force ever at over 14.75 
million and career opportunities 
for Texans continue to grow,” 
said TWC Commissioner Rep-
resenting Labor Alberto Treviño 
III. “As Texas adds jobs month 
after month, TWC is here to 
support any Texan looking for 
a new job or an opportunity to 
advance in their career.”

Do you like to read books 
on your tablet or phone? 
Then don’t miss the class on 
SimplyE this Friday at 2 p.m. 
John will teach you how to 
download the app and log in 
to access books of interest in 
all genres for all ages.

Going, going, gone! Don’t 
miss the final week of our 
Book Sale – fill a bag to the 
brim for only $5!

Stop by and read about 
our military K-9 heroes, pre-
sented by the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Auxiliary, an 
organization established in 
1914 to serve the veterans of 
this country and our commu-

nities in honor of the sacri-
fices and commitment of ev-
ery man and woman who has 
served in uniform.

Our newsletter is available 
at the library and online on 
our web page: www.whitney 
library.org. If your organiza-
tion has activities that you 
would like us to announce, 
contact us at 254-694-4639.

The Lake Whitney Ama-
teur Radio Society is meet-
ing this Saturday, March 18, 
and every third Saturday at 
10 a.m. All are welcome to 
attend and learn about this 
form of communication that 
goes back to the early 20th 
century.

About Us
 The library is located at 
602 East Jefferson Avenue in 
Whitney and can be reached 
at 254-694-4639. 
 You may also visit the li-
brary website at www.whitn 
eylibrary.org. 
 Scan the QR code below 
to access the library website 
and see what activities and 
resources await you.

Please Support Please Support 
Our Local VFDsOur Local VFDs

Chamber award Chamber award 
nominations nominations 
being acceptedbeing accepted

The Lake Whitney Cham-
ber of Commerce is now ac-
cepting nominations for its 
67th annual awards banquet 
to be held Thursday, April 13.

Nominations will be ac-
cepted for the categories of 
citizen of the year, chamber 
member of the year, educator 
of the year and young person 
of the year.

Those who would like to 
make a nomination should 
submit information includ-
ing: why the person should 
receive the award; how the 
person has made a difference 
in the community; examples 
of the person's volunteerism 
or advocacy; and any other 
information that they feel 
should be shared with the 
committee.

Nominations can be 
emailed to info@lakewhit 
neychamber.com, delivered 
to the chamber office at 
101 East Jefferson Avenue 
in Whitney or mailed to the 
chamber at P.O. Box 604, 
Whitney, TX 76692.

All nominations must be 
received by 4 p.m. Thurs-
day, March 30. The person 
making the nomination will 
be asked to introduce the 
winner on the evening of the 
awards banquet, which will 
be held at the HILCO Event 
Center in Itasca.

(March 8) Great. Water 
lightly stained; 58 degrees; 
5.99 feet below pool. 

Crappie are good on brush, 
open water, and in creeks in 
2-20 feet of water suspended 
12-25 feet using Snacky lures 
FS200 with the Eyehole Jig. 
After the full moon this week 
and warm weather, there are 
fish currently on the banks. 
Report by Robert Stover, 
Workingman Crappie Guide. 

Limits of striped bass are 
biting on live bait and Ala-
bama rigs fished near Mc-
Cown Valley and near Bear 
Creek. The sand bass run on 
the upper ends near Hamm 
Creek is good to excellent 

LAKE WHITNEYLAKE WHITNEY
FISHING REPORTFISHING REPORT

on roadrunners and spin-
nerbaits. Report by Michael 
Acosta, Unfair Advantage 
Charters. 

Largemouth bass are on 
points leading into creeks 
in 8-12 feet of water fishing 
large crankbaits and soft 
plastics slowly. Report by 
James Moore, North Texas 
Bass Fishing and Cmoore 
Striper Guide.

For information 
about fishing in 

Texas, visit:
tpwd.texas.gov/
fishboat/fish/

Find your next 
best friend at

hcpawpals.org

CALL 9-1-1
IN AN EMERGENCY

 Always call 9-1-1 
directly, instead of 
non-emergency city 

numbers, to ensure that 
help reaches you as 
quickly as possible 
in an emergency.



HILLSBORO        FORD

HILLSBOROFORDtx.com

4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT
$$79.79.9999+T+Taxax

AC CAC Check-Upheck-Up
Includes Cabin Air Filter Includes Cabin Air Filter 

& AC Inspection& AC Inspection

$$89.89.0000+T+Taxax

$$199.199.0000+T+Taxax

BG Transmission FlushBG Transmission Flush

TIRES IN STOCK!
MAJOR BRANDS

AND SIZES!
*SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

Service  Spec ials!

SALES:SALES:
Mon.- Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.Mon.- Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

PARTS AND SERVICE:PARTS AND SERVICE:
Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.Mon.- Fri. 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

andand NOW OPEN NOW OPEN  
Saturdays 8 a.m. until 1 p.m.Saturdays 8 a.m. until 1 p.m.

254-582-5361
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and her accomplice, nine-time 
felon Reese, who was brought 
to testify from prison where 
he is currently serving time for 
aggravated assault with a deadly 
weapon in an unrelated case, 
it could not be forgotten that 
the defendant himself chose to 
conduct a drug deal in broad 
daylight in the Walmart parking 
lot, brought a loaded gun with 
him, and ultimately made the 
split-second decision to shoot 
a young woman in the back of 
the head over four ounces of 
marijuana while she was driving 
away, killing her and also put-
ting local citizens at risk.  
 While Texas law allows a 
person to defend their property 
from a robbery with deadly force 
and does not make an exception 
even if the property stolen itself 
is illegal, that legal defense is 
limited to situations in which 
there is no other reasonable 
alternative to recover the prop-
erty.  
 Pratt's closing argument ref-
erenced one of the defendant's 
tattoos, which read "Show No 
Love, Feel No Pain," and he ar-
gued that particular life motto is 
how Aleman based his decision 
to shoot, rather than choosing 
the reasonable alternative of 
calling the police for assistance, 
although he had a phone with 
him, knew the identity of the 
victim, and knew what vehicle 
she was driving.
 After the jury chose to convict 
the defendant of murder rather 
than the lesser offense of man-
slaughter, the issue remained for 
the punishment phase of trial re-
garding whether the defendant 
was to be sentenced to a particu-
lar number of years between five 
and 99 for first-degree murder 
or if he was to be sentenced to 
between two and 20 years in 
prison for second-degree mur-
der for committing the crime 
under the immediate influence 
of sudden passion arising from 
an adequate cause.
 District Judge Lee Harris 
then sentenced the defendant 
by agreement of the parties to 
35 years in prison.  
 Pratt concluded by stating 
that the defendant conferred 
with his family prior to the 
sentence and that the victim's 
family requested that particular 
sentence agreement. He added 
that the victim's parents and 
brother expressed joy and relief 

(TAPR), which includes in-
formation on: the district’s 
accountability rating, special 
education status, ASVAB test 
results, STAAR performance 
and participation, attendance, 
drop out rates, College Career 
and Military Readiness, and 
detailed reports on students, 
staff and programs. 

The other portions of the 
reports are: the financial stan-
dard reports, accreditation 
status, campus improvement 
plans, violent or criminal 
incidents (which is zero at 
WISD), student performance 
in post-secondary institutions, 
progress of how the district is 
meeting board goals and the 
TAPR glossary. 

The TAPR for each campus 
and the TAPR glossary is post-
ed on the district’s website un-
der the headings “our district” 
and “district reports.” Paper 
copies are also available at the 
central offices and at each of 
the campuses. The report was 
given to the board members in 
a binder so that they could look 
over it and ask any questions 
they may have.

The board approved the dis-
trict’s 2023-2024 school calen-
dar. The majority of teachers 
voted for the calendar, and 
only a few changes were made 
to the calendar following the 
vote. Administrators expressed  
support for the changes that 
were made. 

One change that was made 
is that the staff development 
day that is now listed as April 
8, 2023 was originally listed as 
April 15, 2023. 

After speaking with County 
Judge Justin Lewis, the super-
intendent decided to move the 
staff development day to April 
8, due to a total solar eclipse 
that will occur April 8, 2023. 
McCullough said, “They’re 
estimating anywhere between 
100,000 to 200,000 extra peo-
ple in Hill County next April. 
We’re going to be in the black-
out from about 1:50 to 2:05.” 
If school was in session on the 
day of the eclipse, there would 
have been an increase in traffic 
at the time of student dismissal 
with the influx of people in the 
area. 

The board voted to enter 
into a memorandum of under-
standing for the Texas Child 
Health Access Through Tele-
medicine (TCHATT) with 

Texas A&M University Health 
Science Center. The superin-
tendent described TCHATT 
as an additional mental health 
resource for students. A nurse, 
counselor or administrator 
would recommend students for 
virtual counseling. Then, after 
Texas A&M TCHATT profes-
sionals conduct a parent inter-
view, a student will be offered 
five counseling sessions. This 
will be a service that is free to 
students and has the potential 
to provide mental health care 
more quickly after students 
seek help. 

During administrator re-
ports, Intermediate School 
Principal Layna Philipp said 
that she was going to get 
slimed by her students at the 
end of the school week; her 
students earned the reward by 
raising funds for the Ameri-
can Heart Association. Middle 
School Principal Kendra Hens-
ley said that the campus was 
finishing up interim testing be-
fore spring break began. High 
School Principal Amy Leech 
said that the spring is a busy 
time at the high school. Kristy 
Smith, director of technology, 
said that because of the power 
outage that occurred during 
the week of the board meeting, 
the technology department had 
to re-image 36 machines.

The board approved the 
May election equipment lease 
agreement with Hill County 
Elections Administration, and 
the members also approved 
a property bid in the amount 
of $3,310 for Woodland Hills, 
block 10, lot 8A. The bid repre-
sented the minimum bid at the 
time of the sale. 

Assistant Superintendent 

Melody Haley reported that 
the district is at 94.3% atten-
dance, whereas last year at this 
time, the attendance rate was 
88.91%. 

Superintendent McCullough 
announced four retirements 
and resignations: Michelle 
Kaase, Sharon Jones, Cody 
Fitch and Shay Willingham.

Nominated for WISD’s staff 
member of the month for the 
month of March was Meghann 
Gatlin, Whitney High School 
special education teacher and 
English inclusion teacher. In 
her nomination statement, 
Principal Leech wrote that Gat-
lin worked with younger age 
groups in the Whitney school 
district before moving up to 
the high school. Now she plays 
a vital part in the day-to-day 
happenings at WHS.

Leech wrote, “Not only does 
Meghann take care of our spe-
cial education caseload, which 
entails preparing and oversee-
ing the plans of 50-plus special 
education students, but she 
is a constant in the lives of all 
students who step into her con-
tent mastery room. She has a 
way about her that draws stu-
dents in because they know she 
will help them find academic 
success by holding them ac-
countable for their work and 
their behavior. Her personality 
is the perfect fit to handle the 
chaos of a high school content 
mastery room, and her stu-
dents are blessed to have her 
as an advocate. She builds won-
derful rapport with students, 
and in turn, students trust and 
look to Meghann as a mentor.”

The WISD board of trustees 
will meet again Monday, April 
10.

WISD continued from page 1

and five pounds
 Hansel Michael Ratliff, 48, 
of Itasca, failure to comply 
with sex offender's duty to 
register- life
 Mateo Rea, 29, of Blum, 
cruelty to a non-livestock 
animal - kill/poison/serious 
bodily injury
 Misty Lyn Scott , 27, of 
Hillsboro, possession of meth-
amphetamine under one gram
 Charles Radcliffe Villarreal, 
57, of Hillsboro, possession 
of methamphetamine between 

one and four grams; evading 
arrest/detention with a vehicle
 Jamila Lakay Westmore-
land, 25, of Bastrop, bail 
jumping and failure to appear
 Toni Nicole Williams, 26, 
of Hubbard, abandoning or 
endangering a child, criminal 
negligence
 The cases were presented 
to the grand jury by District 
Attorney Mark Pratt. District 
Judge Lee Harris presides 
over the 66th Judicial District 
Court.

JURY continued from page 1

SENTENCE continued from page 1

after the verdict and sentence, 
as well as deep gratitude to all 
of the jurors involved.
 Other felony criminal cases 
prosecuted by the office of Dis-
trict Attorney Pratt in February 
included: 
 Blake Taylor Allen, assault of 
a family or household member 
with previous conviction, five 
years prison; tampering or 
fabricating physical evidence 
with intent to impair, five years 
prison
 Logan Neil Hamilton, theft of 
property less than $2,500 with 
two or more previous convic-
tions, 18 months state jail; bail 
jumping and failure to appear, 
four years prison
 Lori Ann Kirkpatrick, forg-
ery of a financial instrument, 
nine months state jail; forgery 
of a financial instrument, nine 
months state jail; bail jumping 
and failure to appear, two years 
prison
 Lori Ashmore, possession of 
methamphetamine under one 
gram, two years prison
 Darren Louis Cox Jr., aban-
doning or endangering a child, 
intentionally/knowingly/reck-
lessly - criminal negligence, 10 
months state jail
 Joe Robinson Jr., possession 
of methamphetamine under one 
gram, 14 months state jail
 Jimmy Albert Cuellar, pos-
session of methamphetamine 
under one gram, four years 
prison
 Elena Patricia Vargas-Jimenez, 
abandoning or endangering a 
child intentionally/knowingly/
recklessly- criminal negligence, 
six months state jail
 David Rae Adams, prohibited 
weapon, six years prison
 Lewis Allen Holland, tam-
pering or fabricating physical 
evidence with intent to impair, 
six years prison; continuous 
violence against the family, six 
years prison
 Anthony Phillip Hernandez, 
possession of heroin between 
one and four grams, four years 
prison
 Molly Vickery, possession 
of methamphetamine between 
one and four grams, two years 
prison
 Derrick Lynn Green, sexual 
assault of a child, 11 years pris-
on
 District Judge Lee Harris 
presides over the 66th Judicial 
District Court.

of the coaching profession. He 
searched for ways to create 
a network for all coaches to 
be able to reach out to each 
other. On May 20, 2020, with 
the help of family and friends, 
Fellowship of Retired Coaches 
became a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization.
 FRC supports the future of 
the coaching profession by 
offering $1,000 scholarships 
to students who plan to or 
are currently taking course 
requirements to be a coach, 
an athletic trainer or manager. 
Students who are currently 
high school trainers or man-
agers can also apply for a 
$1,000 scholarship, regardless 
of their field of study.
 Fe l l ow s h i p  o f  Re t i re d 
Coaches supports active and 
retired coaches in various 
ways. To name a few: they are 
a network for active coaches 
to reach retired coaches when 
needing mentors or assistance 
hosting athletic events or 
clinics; they offer assistance 
for coaches and their families 
who are struggling with a 
hardship or in need; and they 
host socials for coaches to 
meet, reconnect and collabo-
rate with each other.
 Scholarships, worth $1,000, 
are offered to children or 
grandchildren of active and 
retired coaches to assist them 
in pursuing educational op-
portunities at accredited col-
leges, universities or technical 
institutions. 
 FRC has awarded $12,000 
in scholarships over the last 
two years, and its goal for 
2023 is to award 15 scholar-
ships worth $1,000 each.
 The Third Annual  Fel -
lowship of Retired Coaches 
Scholarship Golf Tournament 
will be Monday, June 3, at 
Cypresswood Golf Club in 
Spring. 
 Sponsorships and tour-
nament information can be 
found on the website: Fellow 
coaches.com.
 Scholarship applications 
and free membership forms 
are also available on the web-
site.  
 "It is our hope that more 
former and retired coaches 
will become members of the 
association as we continue to 
grow and improve," Reed said.
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